
Ewes News

Veterinary Centre Oamaru Ph 03-434 5666
Veterinary Centre Waimate Ph 03-689 7213 
Veterinary Centre Palmerston Ph 03-465 1291
Veterinary Centre Glenavy Ph 03-689 8118
Veterinary Centre Kurow Ph 03-436 0567
Veterinary Centre Omarama Ph 03-438 9868
Veterinary Centre Ranfurly Ph 03-444 1020

“the leading light in 
animal health”

In this issue

August 2015

Last week I listened to a presentation by Bernard Hickey, 

a prominent NZ fi nancial commentator. He discussed the 

fi nancial landscape facing the New Zealand economy and in 

particular farming. Whilst there were rough seas in the short 

term to get across, mostly with respect to the dairy sector, 

he advised that demand of NZ meat products was fi rm and 

that the medium to long term indicators suggested this would 

remain the case. 

Whilst these types of reports sound very important there is one 

issue with them – they describe factors outside of the farmer’s 

control, rather than the things that can be managed. Big picture information helps 

us with strategy but at an operational level our control ends when the animals 

leave the farm. Recent discussions have focused on the importance of incremental 

gains and the benefi ts of the compounding interest on those gains season after 

season. 

September Ewesnews  focuses on getting the extra few percent out of your 

operation at this critical time of year, with a great client example of what is 

possible with this approach.

Jeff Spillane, 
Commercial Manager

Michael Lilley BVSc

The Maniototo providing another stunning landscape shot fit for a canvas

Ram health and husbandry study
What causes 
rams to drop 
dead? What are 
the common 
causes of ram 
ill thrift and 
culling?
These are the 
questions that 
prompted a 

Veterinary Centre study in to this area. 
The initial survey, in partnership with 
Beef and Lamb Genetics, has been 
assessing farmer attitudes to ram 
buying, production and health. We have 
had good uptake from farmers but are 
keen for more.
Ring your local Veterinary Centre if you 
wish to be involved. 
The survey is giving us useful data that 
will hopefully tell us whether selecting 
for rams that have higher longevity 
will be a useful tool for breeding ewe 

Sustainable 
Drench Use
Feedback on Non Drenched Refugia Stock

Monitoring of “refugia” tagged  ewes by 

farmers last year has given confi dence 

that this practice can be continued 

with.  We do know that drenching habits 

and stock movements before and after 

drenching have a big impact on whether 

drench resistance surfaces or not. So 

when treating capital stock at times 

when pasture larval contamination is 

low (that is, pre-lamb), it is important 

to implement some refugia policy, 

whether that is leave 5-10% of a mob, 

or not drenching lower priority stock 

class (singles), either will make a 

difference. Printed tags can be supplied 

with orders. 

Originally from Northland I moved to 

Palmerston North for my studies after 

which 20 months were spent serving 

the Vet Centre out of the Waimate 

clinic. My career interests involve 

sheep/beef, deer, dairy and working 

dogs with a particular interest in herd 

health medicine and nutrition. 

In my extra-curricular life I get involved 

with sport including rugby, golf, 

cricket and squash. Upon working in 

the Maniototo I look forward curling 

a stone. I also enjoy my outdoor 

activities.

I look forward to working with you all 

in Ranfurly. 

Veterinary Centre 
Ranfurly welcomes 
Rhys Williams

Welcome to Myles Dally Veterinary 

Centre Waimate Territory Manager 

(predominantly dairy)

During the winter we welcomed 

Myles as our Territory Manager 

for the Glenavy/Waimate area, 

to replace Tineke Dekker who we 

farewelled. Myles is passionate 

about providing excellent 

technical support for the farmers 

in his area. He has hit the ground 

running and brings an experienced 

rural background to this position.

Myles Dally

New Face

replacements which remain productive 
in the fl ock for longer.  We look forward 
to bringing you the results of this 
survey in a later issue of Ewesnews.

Pet Lambs
Avoid Sudden Death with

 Yogurtised Milk.

Feeding yogurtised milk to pet lambs 

dramatically reduces the chances of 

sudden death in your pet lambs. The 

recipe is quick and simple – ask about it 

the next time you pick up a bag of milk 

powder.
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Sheep Production 
Lamb survival: improving the odds with proli� c 
sheep in � e Strath Taieri  - Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc

Getting more lambs to survive at birth is the area most sheep breeding farms have opportunities 
to make improvements. The average point difference between scanning and tailing is 24%. With 
fi ne wool twin mobs this difference can be 30-50% point difference. 

This issue is particularly relevant for 

Andrew and Lynnore Templeton at “The 

Rocks” in Middlemarch this year. Their 

half bred ewes scanned over 200%, 

with over 10% triplets to manage. The 

cross-bred component of their half bred 

being Romney-texel, some of which 

have the Inverdale gene. Their ewes 

will graze on lucerne paddocks through 

the spring this year. The target is to get 

75% away of the mothers. 

This year the half-bred ewes clipped 

4.25 kgs of wool at an average of 24.6 

micron averaging $8.58 greasy with 

oddments. This can give half-breds the 

edge over cross-breds if you can get a 

good lambing out of them. 

Andrew and Lynnore are focusing 

on the various management factors 

that infl uence the survival of lambs at 

birth, particularly with the triplets. New 

Zealand research suggests that 70% of 

the factors involved with lamb survival 

stats are under farm management 

control. 

Lynnore does admit that triplets are 

a challenge, and you can’t run around 

saving everything on a property like 

‘The Rocks’, but they hope to tail much 

better than the twin mobs. 

One recent NZ trial showed that 

intensively managed triplets tailed 

220%, while left to lamb in extensive 

conditions triplet ewes achieved 171%, 

so putting in the effort with triplets at 

lambing time is worth it.

Ewe condition at lambing
NZ data indicates that if ewes are held 

at BCS 3 up to the point of lambing 

compared with losing 0.5 BCS in the last 

trimester, the difference is around $13/

ewe in terms of extra lambs surviving 

and improved lamb growth to weaning. 

The feeding plan for twinning and triplet 

ewes at The Rocks is to feed 1.5 times 

maintenance from mid-August to start 

of lambing. Barley will be fed, along 

with grass and silage. Keeping that ewe 

condition should translate into better 

birth weight lambs and better ewe milk 

production.

The Templeton’s are contemplating 

lambing triplet ewes sprinkled around 

the lucerne blocks this year versus 

putting them on it when the lambs are 

a few weeks old.

Research comparing triplets showed 

ewes set stocked on herbs had better 

survival rates, possibly due to the 

better colostrum produced, which also 

triggers stronger mothering ability, and 

the extra shelter provided by the longer 

swards.  

Shearing date
Ewes at ‘The Rocks’ are shorn mid 

pregnancy, not just for wool quality, but 

also for the positive effects on lamb 

birth weight. Twinning ewes have lambs 

that are on average 400g heavier and 

have better survival rates than from 

unshorn ewes. This effect does depend 

The essential aspect of magnesium 

staggers in beef cows is intake related. 

Hungry beef cows calving on bowling 

greens are more likely to fall over with 

staggers, particularly 4-6wks post 

calving. If cows are light and in short 

grass paddock situations magnesium 

supplementation is worthwhile. 

Diagnosing magnesium staggers in 

beef cows is not straight forward 

Grass Staggers (magnesium de� ciency) in beef cows
as you would think. Sporadic deaths 

2-6 weeks post calving are the main 

symptom and you do not see the other 

subtle signs. The classic presentation 

of grass staggers is excitable or 

aggressive cows with muscle spasms 

and convulsions. These cows require 

immediate treatment. 

Beef cows eating plenty of stalky, low 

quality feed (hay, straw, native grass) 

will not have magnesium issues. Lush 

spring grass (you may have forgotten 

what that looks like) is very low in 

magnesium, so is no grass! 

The most practical supplementation, 

option for beef cattle is ‘Rumentrace‘ 

bullets given orally, these last for 3 

months and will prevent milk fever and 

grass staggers. They are particularly 

useful for nurse cows or any cow with a 

bit of dairy in its pedigree. 

Other supplementation options are 

dusting mag oxide (causmag) on 

baleage or mag chloride in a trough, 

you can use special dispensers (more 

accurate) or stab bag of magnesium 

chloride once with your knife and 

place it in the trough. 

If supplementing magnesium start 3 

weeks prior to calving. 

Timely 
Reminders

  Give sheep a lice treatment off-

shears

  Ewes will need a clostridial 

vaccine (5 in 1 or Covexin) 

booster 2 weeks pre-lamb

  Drench your yearling heifers and 

consider giving them selenium 

supplementation
Well fed cow with calf - less likely to 
have metabolic issues

Conditions that may cause grass 

staggers if fed intakes are not increased

on whether the ewes have reasonable 

condition. 

Mob size and paddock 
selection
Lynnore mentioned the importance of 

mob size, stocking density and selection 

of sheltered, fl atter paddocks for the 

multiples. From previous experience 

they have worked out that giving twin 

ewes plenty of space (<10 ha) and in 

smaller mobs makes a big difference.  

Triplets benefi t from even lighter 

stocking rates. This is the time of the 

year the schist rocks and tussocks 

certainly justify their existence, they 

are not just aesthetics for the cycle 

tourists or fi lm companies. 

Animal health treatments 
Ewes are routinely given Flexidine 

(iodine) because of the benefi ts of new 

born lamb survival, triplet ewes will be 

drenched with LSD mineral drench pre-

lamb largely for the vitamin E factor 

that is also known to have benefi ts for 

new born lamb heat production. 

Effective worm control pre-lamb with 

a booster of 5 in 1 is routine at ‘The 

Rocks’. The Templeton’s are conscious 

of using drench strategically, so single 

ewes are either not drenched or given a 

Matrix oral if required. Bionic capsules 

are given to multiples. 

Managing this many multiple ewes 

on an extensive property such as 

‘The Rocks’ is a real challenge but 

the opportunities to make the sheep 

breeding side of the business profi table 

is considerable. 

Returns
The returns from this prolifi c half-bred 

fl ock are projected to be ~28c/kgDM 

eaten. This is comparable to most other 

high end trading options or dairy cow 

wintering. 

So not only is it fi nancially worthwhile 

investing in lamb survival strategies, it 

also makes farming more enjoyable and 

satisfying. The Templeton’s never tire 

of seeing a good sized pair of vigorous 

twins get up and get a feed within the 

fi rst half hour of life.

Just a reminder of our free 

delivery service. 

Orders made before 

10am  - delivery that day. 

Orders phoned in after 10am – 

delivery the following day.

Rhys Willams BVSc Veterinary Centre Ranfurly

Andrew Templeton of ‘The Rocks’
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