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One of the key discussion points of a recent Veterinary Centre Sheep and Beef Production session was 

the benefi ts of planning ahead. Most would have heard the term Animal Health Plan bandied around over 

recent years and possibly even seen one of the fancier options with all the bells and whistles that does 

everything except drench the sheep.

Our most important priority with animal health planning is that the plan is based on sound advice from 

a vet who is familiar with farming in your district. With Ewesnews we aim to practice what we preach – 

talking to, working with and reporting the experiences of our clients. This way we can combine the latest 

technical information of our vets with what is happening locally. Only then can we give advice that is 

going to help you manage tough conditions and still maintain the best possible production outcomes. Lets face it, this El Nino 

weather pattern will demand the very best of our combined skills and actions.

We will be in touch to discuss animal health planning that can help you. In the meantime the Veterinary Centre team wish all 

of our clients a safe and happy Christmas and holiday period. 
James Lindsay with one of the bulls he uses in his single sire mating program

Beef Productivity

New Zealand Pastures run a large scale beef 

breeding, trading and fi nishing operation in 

conjunction with lamb fi nishing. The company 

operates farms at multiple sites around the South 

Island. 

Hills Creek Station between Wedderburn and Becks, 

managed by Hamish Cameron, runs rising two year 

old beef steers and heifers, store lambs and breeding 

stock. The rising two year old beef animals bought 

in the spring receive a comprehensive animal health 

program consisting of two vaccinations with Covexin 

10 in 1, quarantine drenching with Matrix mini dose 

and a Rumensin ABC capsule. 

The farm has a large area in lucerne and lucerne grass mixes and the use 

of Rumensin ABC capsules allows ease of grazing management with bloat 

prevention and added weight gains. Hamish fi nds that by rotating the cattle 

behind the lambs on the Lucerne he can achieve more consistent residuals 

and maximize weight gains in both classes of stock. Rumensin treated 

animals on lucerne peak at 2.5kg weight gain per day and can maintain 

growth rates of 1.8kg/day. Hamish makes an effort to transition the cattle 

using the lucerne mixes or providing roughage and stresses the importance 

of providing salt. 

Hamish fi nds the robust preventative animal health plan provided by the 

Veterinary Centre Ranfurly allows for consistent weight gains and ensures 

stock avoid growth checks and losses from animal health issues.

Optimising weight gains for beef � nishing
- New Zealand Pastures

Managing Bulls During Mating 
Single sire versus mob mating

Most commonly cows are mob mated 

with multiple bulls. 3 bulls/ 100 cows 

is standard. High capacity bulls can 

mate up to 50 cows, but the standard 

expectation is 1 bull covering 35 cows 

in a cycle. The main benefi ts of mob 

mating are the ease of managing 1 cow 

mob, the insurance that if one bull is sub-

fertile the other bulls will compensate. 

However, there is the tendency for 

more injuries to bulls through fi ghting, 

and if one dominant bull becomes sub-

fertile, cows are left un-mated. Single 

sire mating is less common, but when 

well managed 1st service conception 

rates can be higher and there are less 

risks of bull injuries. To mitigate against 

subfertility rotation of bulls each cycle 

is common practice. 

James Lindsay runs a large scale sheep 

and beef breeding property in Nenthorn 

between Middlemarch and Waikouaiti. 

James prefers single sire mating, six 

bulls are rotated through the six mobs 

each cycle and bulls are checked for 

any signs of lameness. 

James gets the Veterinary Centre to 

service test bulls each year, something 

they have been doing for the last 7 

years, and this gives him a good idea 

of what each bull is capable of. Aged 

pregnancy scanning also confi rms what 

each bull has been up to. The Lindsay’s 

have picked up sub-fertile bulls from 

analysis of pregnancy testing data, 

even when the empty rate was less than 

5%. 

The Lindsay’s beef herd is one of the 

few that is BVD free, and it is a priority 

for James to ensure their BVD status is 

maintained. Biosecurity becomes very 

important when running a BVD naïve 

herd. 
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Sheep Production  - Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc

Your plan for success:
 Contact your vet to secure 

your order at least 8 weeks 
before you intend to introduce 
the ram.

 You can use Toxovax anytime 
up to 4 weeks before mating.

  One shot gives  
lifetime immunity.

  Up to 8% higher  
lambing percentages  
(3% national average).

Toxoplasmosis is on every 
New Zealand farm, and it 
can cause ongoing losses 
or abortion storms.

TOXOVAX IS MADE TO ORDER,  
SO CONTACT YOUR VET NOw  
TO MAkE A plAN.

Make sure 
Your  

Toxovax® is 
There wheN 
You Need iT.

avaiLaBLe FroM  
21 oCToBer 2013

avaiLaBLe oNLY uNder veTeriNarY auThorisaTioN. 
®Registered trademark. MSD Animal Health. Phone: 0800 800 543.  SPV-312-2013. ELE-00947-XX

Contact our Veterinary Centre 
to secure your order at least 
8 weeks before you intend to 
introduce the ram.

TOXOVAX IS MADE TO ORDER,
SO CONTACT OUR VETERINARY 
CENTRE NOW TO MAKE A PLAN.

AVAILABLE FROM 

1st NOVEMBER 2015

There are 2 key aspects to long term 

sustainable and effective worm control 

in sheep:

  Using effective combination drench. 

  Refugia (proportion left undrenched) 

and stock movements either side of 

drenching.   

Key questions every sheep farmer 

needs to answer if serious about 

parasite control:

  What drenches are effective on MY 

property?

  How do I maintain drench 

effectiveness into the future?

December to January is the best 

opportunity to answer these main 

questions by doing a reduction test 

Apply sustainable drench practices in dry conditions
and/or doing an animal health plan for 

the year. 

Australia leads us in many things but 

their drench resistance is something 

we do not want to emulate. There are 

a number of reasons why this is the 

case, but one of the main factors in 

Australia is the prolonged dry periods, 

which means a much higher proportion 

of the worm population is in the gut 

of the sheep, not on the ground (as in 

wet, green grass situations). So when 

a worm population is exposed to a 

drench, resistant worms can rapidly 

become the more dominant gene pool.  

With a drier east coast predicted this 

summer, it is an opportunity to really 

think about worm biology and some of 

the sustainable parasite management 

practices that the industry are 

advocating. 

WE will be contacting farmers who have 

shown interest in completing a FECRT 

or making time to map out animal 

health events for the year. 

Martin and Macey Cameron
10 years ago the Cameron’s had a 

‘devastating’ abortion storm hit the 

farm, the causative agent being 

Toxoplasma. Since then the Cameron’s 

order their Toxovax early and get it 

out of the way to give them a peace of 

mind so they won’t be rushed to give 

the vaccination 6 weeks pre-tup. The 

vaccine is very convenient due to its 

need to be given intramuscular making 

it very simple. The Cameron’s believe 

that Toxovax is ‘well worth it’, easily 

paying its dividends by providing life-

long protection.

Gavin and Tracey Crossan
The Crossans run a 720 ha sheep 

farming enterprise that is situated in 

the heart of the Maniototo. They have 

a highly productive fl ock and attribute 

a lot of their performance to attention 

to animal health. 

“If you look after your stock, your stock 

looks after you” Gavin says. Protecting 

their fl ock from common abortion 

diseases is part of that. Ever since 

Toxovax came out in the 80s (of which 

their farm was one of the original trial 

farms, they have not omitted the task of 

vaccinating young replacement stock. 

It only requires one shot for lifetime 

protection.  It is a fact that toxoplasma 

is a risk in all New Zealand sheep fl ocks, 

hence the emphasis on prevention. 

Little can be done when an at risk fl ock 

is hit with abortion. Toxovax is easily 

worked in with the dagging and fl y 

Sheep performance vaccines – get organized early

treatment of the 2-tooths in February 

when they receive their Campyvax 

sensitizer shot.

John Lee Waitaki
Benefi ts of annual boosting with 

Campyvax. 

88% of fl ocks have had exposure to 

campylobacter that causes abortions. 

It is carried by shedding ewes.  

John runs a high performance 

Coopworth stud and in addition to 

giving abortion vaccines to hoggets (2 

shots of Campyvax and Toxovax) he Getting 2 shots of any clostridial vaccine into young animals is easily justifi ed, 

especially replacement ewe hoggets and fi ne wool lambs. But when is it worth 

using Covexin 10 in 1? It seems if there is a risk of red gut (when on red clover 

or lucerne) or wintering sheep on fodder beet, there is benefi t from the extra 

clostridial protection offered from Covexin 10 in 1.

John Mathias, stock manager at Omarama Station, in charge of the grazing 

management for fattening 10,000 trading lambs, has had interesting experience 

with lambs on Rossi-red clover stands. “It’s a pretty high powered brew, and we 

used to lose a niggly number of lambs with red gut or something…even when they 

have had 2 shots of 5 in 1… We had heard about using 10 in 1 and thought we’d 

try it. Ever since using Covexin 10 in 1 on lambs, the sudden deaths just stopped.” 

A slow moving centre pivot seems to be the only threat to livestock now…”If you 

have established fodder beet crops for sheep this winter, one of the biggest animal 

health issues for them on the high sugar diet is clostridial/sudden death. Hence 

the recommendation is to have 2 shots of Covexin 10 in 1 on-board before grazing 

the beet. The biggest risk period being in the fi rst 2 weeks on the bulbs. 

5 in 1 versus 10 in 1, is it worth it?

Lambs fi nishing on Rossi Red Clover at Omarama Station

John Mathias

Macey Cameron

Gavin & Tracey CrossanJohn Lee

Sheep Measles
Sheep measles (Ovis) is still a preventable cause of meat defects. The sheep measles tapeworm lives in the dog and 

the eggs passed are ingested by sheep which cause cysts. These cysts are not always visible during processing and 

potentially can show up later as a quality defect. These cysts provide no risk to human health.

Control Measures:

1) Ensure all dogs resident and visiting have been wormed at monthly intervals. 

2) Freeze all sheep meat fed for 10 days at -10 degrees.

3) Prevent access to sheep offal. 

A blood test can be used to check for exposure in dogs but as control measures are essentially not negotiable it is of 

limited use in a control program. Contact any Veterinary Centre clinic to sign up for our Ovis worm tablet program. This 

ensures consistent supply and reminders of worming pills. 

has been boosting his 2 tooths and 

mixed age ewes with a single dose 

of Campyvax pre-mating for the last 

2 years. John was explaining to the 

Sheep Production Group the benefi ts 

of annual booster of Campyvax. “I 

have defi nitely noticed less still-

born lambs or mummifi ed foetuses 

at lambing ...”. This observation has 

been backed with research showing 

higher lambing tallies in fl ocks that 

are protected against Campylobacter, 

(especially 2 tooths) even when no 

major abortions are noticed. 
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