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You will fi nd inserted in this month’s Ewesnews the details 

of our upcoming quiz nights. Mark the date of the quiz night 

in your area on the calendar and enter a team.  There will 

be some great prizes and plenty of fun. The quiz nights are 

a variation on our Winter Road Shows. The team are looking 

forward to catching up in your town.

This month’s Ewes News continues on a familiar theme of 

managing stock on winter crops. We catch up with a local 

farmer using fodder beet in his beef programme for Five Star 

Beef. We went through the theory last month – now we have 

a look at the realities of fodder beet in practice. For sheep on winter crops we 

discuss iodine defi ciency and other potential issues such as red gut cases seen by 

the Veterinary Centre Waimate team. 

Michael Lilley, our resident Ranfurly vet gives us a brief update on what is 

happening in his neck of the woods including details on a Kennel Cough outbreak 

in the area. We also touch on the benefi ts of deer pregnancy scanning and how 

the latest technology the Veterinary Centre makes what has been a challenging 

job now relatively straightforward.
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Lameness in working dogs

Lucerne Redgut - Dougall McLachlan BVSc, Veterinary Centre Waimate

Recent diagnoses of redgut on post 
drought lucerne with multiple deaths 
have raised our concerns about this 
disease.
Redgut is a disease of sheep, usually 
weaned lambs, grazing high quality 
lucerne or clover pastures. It is 
characterised by sudden death and on 
post-mortem an intense reddening of 
the intestines. In most cases, there is a 
clockwise torsion of the intestinal mass. 
In comparison with lambs on grass 
pasture, lucerne fed lambs have smaller 
rumens and increased large intestinal 
fermentation, plus increased size and 
malposition of the large intestines. This 

leads to instability and hyperactivity 
of the intestinal mass and thus the 
torsions often seen with redgut, with 
resulting shock and death. 
Diagnosis
The association of sudden death of 
young weaned lambs grazing high 
quality lucerne or clover pastures would 
make you suspicious of redgut. It is 
important to differentiate redgut from 
sudden death due to pulpy kidney – this 
can be done based on post-mortem and 
vaccination history. 
Control
Redgut can possibly be controlled by 
grazing lucerne and other high quality 
pasture intermittently. This allows the 
rumen to maintain a size large enough Ranfurly Update 

Kennel Cough Outbreak

There has been an outbreak of 
Infectious Tracheobronchitis (Kennel 

Cough) in 
Central Otago. 
This disease in 
characterised 
by a harsh 
h a c k i n g 
cough and an 
inability to 
work. We have 
now seen a 

few dogs that have progressed to a 
serious pneumonia accompanied by 
signifi cant weight loss. Prevention is 
easily achieved by a single live vaccine. 
Unless your dogs never mix with other 
dogs I recommend vaccination.
I have completed another module 
of the Zoetis veterinary advisor 
course focusing of sheep and beef 
production. One of the important 
take home messages for me was 
the production benefi ts that can be 
achieved by drafting ewes according to 
condition as well as pregnancy status 
at scanning. The economic benefi ts 
of preferentially feeding lighter ewes 
form scanning to lambing can be seen 
through increased lamb survival and 
increased lamb and ewe weaning 
weights. Ewes under a body condition 
score of 3 need extra feeding from 
supplement or grazing longer pasture 
to ensure lamb survival to weaning 
and good weaning weights.

to prevent the changes in gut position. 
Five days lucerne grazing and two days 
grass grazing appears to be a practical 
control method (which should largely 
make the disease disappear). Also 
ensure your stock are fully vaccinated 
for clostridial disease - preferably with 
Covexin 10.

It’s not 

surprising, given 

the amount of 

physical activity 

that our working 

dogs do, that 

many experience 

l a m e n e s s 

of varying 

degrees over 

their lifetime. Any decrease in a dog’s 

ability to bear weight or a decrease in 

the normal function of a limb can be 

considered signifi cant. Lameness in 

working dogs can range from being 

extremely subtle to profound. 

Common causes of lameness that we 

see at the Veterinary Centre include: 

dislocated hips secondary to trauma, 

arthritis, ruptured cruciate ligaments, 

ruptured tendons - in particular the 

Achilles tendon, and a multitude of 

broken bones.

Lame dogs should not be worked. Any 

dog that has a lameness should be 

rested until the lameness is completely 

resolved. If there is no improvement or 

if the dog is reluctant to walk or bear 

weight on a limb then bring them in 

to see one of our veterinarians at the 

Veterinary Centre. 

At the end of the day, the underlying 

cause of a lameness in a working dog 

could be detrimental to a good quality 

of life, or even have a life threatening 

cause, such as a bone tumour. If you 

have a lame dog, get it looked at – it 

may prevent permanent problems from 

occurring in the future.

Michael Lilley BVSc

A stunning reminder of the type of the view in our district at this time of year.



Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc

Fodder beet Beef � nishing in North Otago: 
Real time with Geo�  Mavor

Check out our website

www.vet111.co.nz

This year Geoff grew 10ha of beet with 

some gun irrigation. He had the crop 

measured in early May yielding 27 

tonnes DM/ha, with bulbs at 13% dry 

matter. “There were issues with wire-

weed which required extra sprays post 

establishment”.

Geoff puts the cost of establishment at 

~ $2500/ha, which for the yield puts 

the cost to grow a kg of DM at around 8 

cents. So its cheap, quality feed to grow.  

So how is it used?

R1 Beef Steers

Geoff’s plan is to winter 104 R1 beef 

steers, (currently 290kgLWt average) 

on 4.3ha over 120 days. They have just 

fi nished a 3 week transition and will be 

allocated 7-8kgDM of beet per day. The 

aim is to put on 1kg per day and have 

them at ~450kg by October. This was 

achieved last year. 

“One of the things about R1’s is to have 

them fi ring before go on the crop. They 

have been growing really well on red 

clover and herbs since I bought them in 

March. If they are not over 250kg they 

just don’t seem to grow out well.

Wintering R2 Steers

There is also 110 R2 steers averaging 

390kg that will be wintered on 5.3ha. 

These should put on 100kg over this 

period.  Geoff 

likes the feed lot 

option because 

he can quit the 

cattle early 

spring so he can 

prep ground for 

cereal crops. 

They pay $3.20 

per kg LWt gain, so the faster you grow 

them the better the returns per week. 

At 1kg gain per day = $22/week. At 1.5kg 

gain per day =$33 per week. This is up 

there with dairy wintering.

Performance in cold wet conditions

Last year on a trial block of 3ha steers 

performed well, even in wet cold 

conditions they still put on 0.7kg live 

weight per day, compared with another 

mob on green feed oats and baleage 

which put on only 0.3 kg live weight for 

the same period. Geoff fi nds fodder beet 

simple to feed out compared with kale, 

it has excellent utilisation on his heavy 

soils. He is convinced it is the future 

of beef fi nishing. “So far we have not 

had any animal health issues but we 

are very careful about the transition 

period”.  He checks them twice daily 

and for R1s uses double wire sheep 

fences.

Geoff Mavor runs R1 and R2 beef steers on fodder beet for Five Star Beef.

 “It is important not to put them on 

hungry, for 2 reasons, it stops them 

gorging and also means they don’t 

scrap so much [which increases the risk 

of break-outs].”

Selenium and Copper in Beef Cattle
All of the districts that the Veterinary Centre services 

are known to be defi cient in Selenium.  Without 

supplementation beef cows will also be defi cient.  Talk 

to one of our vets today about blood testing your 

cattle, or supplementing with Selovin LA – a long 

acting Selenium injection that will ensure levels are 

adequate for 12 months.

Liver samples are required to measure copper 

reserves, but can be easily obtained when dry cows are 

sent for slaughter.  Don’t hesitate to contact the clinic 

if you would like to utilise this service.  Coppermax 

is an injectable product that can be used to elevate 

levels through the risk period of winter/early spring. It 

makes sense to maximise your returns in the current 

market by ensuring your stock are not defi cient in 

these crucial trace elements.

Backpack scanners and digital googles have revolutionised 

the scanning of hinds; gone are the days of extension cords, 

generators and television screens in the deer shed.

Using a rectal probe hinds can be diagnosed as pregnant 

from 35 days of pregnancy. After 120 days of pregnancy 

the foetus tends to drop down into the abdomen making 

scanning more diffi cult.

If you don’t have a crush, then we can scan hinds through 

a small pen. In our experience 1 staff member to help in the 

deer pen should be enough.

If your planning on scanning your hinds please give Veterinary Centre a call and we 

can help to work out the best date to scan. If you are unsure about your facilities 

and the help required give us a call and we can determine how we can best make 

it work on your farm.

Luke Smythe BVSc

Scanning hinds for pregnancy – Luke Smythe BVSc

Sheep Productivity 
Winter Crops and Iodine – Sarah Beaumont BVSc

Sarah Beaumont BVSc

Brassicas are 

notably low 

in vitamin E 

and Iodine and 

a d d i t i o n a l l y 

c o n t a i n 

goitrogens which 

further lower 

iodine levels. 

The importance of iodine is widely 

recognised in lamb development and 

growth, with defi ciency leading to slow, 

less vigorous lambs that are more likely 

to succumb in adverse conditions. 

Vitamin E is a key antioxidant and is 

essential for ewe health pre lambing, 

low levels are also associated with less 

vigorous lambs and greater lamb losses 

due to poorer mothering ability. 

All ewes should receive iodine 

supplementation prior to wintering. 

Ideally this will have already been 

given with ewes receiving a Flexidine 

injection pre-tup. However, a half dose 

now will still boost reserves over the 

critical pre-lamb period.  Alternatively, 

Vet LSD, a concentrated mineral 

drench containing Iodine, selenium and 

chromium plus Vitamins A, C, D and 

E may have been given pre-tup - this 

should be repeated at 8 and 4 weeks 

pre lamb.  

It is not too late to improve ewe health 

and lamb survivability. Talk to one of 

our Blue Cross vets about how LSD & 

Flexidine can help maximise your fl ock 

performance.

Timely 
Reminders

  Give sheep a lice treatment off-

shears

  Perform a faecal egg count at 

scanning time to assess levels, 

and assist in pre-lamb worm 

control decision making

  Come to the Veterinary Centre 

Sheep and Beef Winter Quiz 

Nights

  Book in your TB testing if your 

deer are due this year

  Scan hinds 35-40 days after stag 

removal

  It is a good time to administer 

a long acting Selenium product 

to cows (which should last over 

mating)

How does it work out? How do the stock perform? Have you killed any yet? Does it stack up? These 
are all questions I fi red at an unsuspecting Geoff Mavor who just popped into the Veterinary Centre 
for supplies the other day. Geoff’s mixed-cropping block out towards Kakanui is in the second year 
of running R1 and R2 beef steers on fodder beet for the Five Star feed lots.

Managing Transition

Geoff has not done the 

recommended method of starting 

R1s at 0.5kg/head and upping  every 

second day, rather using timed 

feeding and observation of stock 

habits. After the nervous fi rst 3 

weeks of transition Geoff’s focus is 

then to get them eating plenty of it, 

ensuring there are bulbs left behind 

them when the break is shifted, they 

seem to eat the new break fi rst, then 

start cleaning up the other bulbs in 

the afternoon. This seems to be the 

key to getting live weight gains.
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