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TIMES AND VENUES 
(REVISED PLEASE CHECK FOR CHANGES)

Tuesday 6 June 1.00pm Oamaru Five Forks Hall

CANCELLED Omarama Merged with Kurow Event

Thursday 8 June 7.00pm Kurow Kurow Hotel 

Friday 9 June 4.00pm Palmerston Ardleigh Golf Club

Wednesday 14 June 1.00pm Middlemarch Middlemarch Bowling Club

Wednesday 14 June 5.00pm Ranfurly The Woolshed

Thursday 15 June 6.30pm Waihao Waihao Forks Pub

opposite the
Wedderburn Hotel

Local Research & Information Relevant to Your Place
The Veterinary Centre by the Big 
Blue Cross brings you their 2017 
Sheep and Beef Roadshows. The 
theme is “Local Research and 
Information Relevant to Your 
Place”.

We’ll keep the presentations 
concise and relevant, the 
discussion open and as much as 
anything we’ll celebrate what has 
been a pretty good farming year. 

TOPICS INCLUDE:
 Fodder Beet for sheep and beef: what we’ve learnt so far

 How to maximise investment in irrigation

 Worm control update FECRT summaries of results/ 
Capsule trial / Wormwise update 

 Ram study update and findings

 Local data for maximising beef production

 Managing hoggets and heifers for best outcomes

Footrot News - Michael Lilley BVSc - Veterinary Centre Ranfurly

The autumn conditions in 

the region have been great 

for grass growth but are also 

providing some challenges 

with animal health. Warmth 

and moisture have provided 

good conditions initially for 

interdigital dermatitis (scald) 

followed by the spread of 

footrot in infected flocks. 

This challenge phase has 

resulted in moderate to 

high infection levels in many 

flocks, particularly in fine 

wool.

What can be done now - 

Winter conditions will begin 

to limit the spread from 

sheep to sheep. Troughing in 

zinc sulphate is an effective 

control measure. Removing 

obvious cases from the flock 

will help but will not provide 

effective control until scald 

has stopped occurring. 

It is important to use the 

winter as an opportunity to 

reduce the level of infection 

before the usual challenge 

period in the spring. 

Once scald is under control 

 � Tip sheep to identify 

chronic cases to remove 

from flock and treat

 � Put “clean” mob on 

pasture that hasn’t had 

sheep graze it prior. 

 � Re-inspect “clean” and 

treatment mobs 2 weeks 

later

This is a time consuming 

exercise but if completed 

well can reset the clock on 

footrot. Micotil antibiotic 

has shown in trial work to 

achieve high cure rates and 

we are seeing these repeated 

on farms around the district. 

Troughing can be effective 

if facilities allow  sufficient 

contact time. Accurate 

identification of cases is 

important so we provide on 

farm training in correctly 

diagnosing footrot. Contact 

your local Vet Centre for any 

advice or development of a 

footrot control plan.

Nationally, abortions result in a loss 
of 1-2% of the annual lamb crop each 
season. On an individual farm the loss 
is usually very low. However, when 
an infectious agent causes abortion 
in a fully susceptible flock, losses 
can rise as high as 70%. This can be 
incredibly stressful! Abortions are most 
commonly caused by infectious agents 
(i.e. Campylobacter, Toxoplasma, 
Salmonella, Listeria, Hairy Shaker 
Disease).
Sometimes it is obvious on post-
mortem what the cause of abortion 
is, but often we require the assistance 
of laboratory testing to come to a 

diagnosis. Previously we have relied 
on growing bacteria and looking at 
fixed tissues microscopically to identify 
the cause. Since 2016 there have been 
new tests available to aid in diagnosis. 
These PCR tests look for DNA specific 
to the abortive agent. Including PCR 
tests in our investigations increases the 
likelihood of reaching a diagnosis. In 
2015, the laboratory ran these tests on 
all abortion samples they received. Of 
179 samples, they reached a diagnosis 
in 155 cases (87% success rate!). 
Where we previously would have had 
to report that nothing grew on the 
culture, we can now offer PCR tests 

that may find the cause of abortion. 
Aborted lambs represent a substantial 
loss on some farms, don’t hesitate to 
call your Blue Cross Veterinarian to 
discuss investigating any abortions you 
find on your property. 

We continue to see 
Salmonella Brandenburg 
abortions in our area. Ewes 
of all ages may be affected. 
Often you will notice ewes 
in late pregnancy that 
become dull and fevered 

and abort rotten late term 
lambs. Around 50% of 
the aborting ewes will 
develop a severe uterine 
infection and die as a 
result. Salvexin+B vaccine 
provides protection against 

Salmonella Brandenburg. 
Two injections 4-6 weeks 
apart are required as a 
sensitiser, with annual 
boosters thereafter. These 
are ideally given at ram 
introduction / ram removal 

or ram removal / pregnancy 
scanning. If you suspect you 
may have seen abortions 
like this before contact your 
Blue Cross Veterinarian to 
discuss if Salvexin+B should 
be used on your ewes.

Salmonella Brandenburg Abortions 
& Salvexin + B Vaccination Lauren Strange BVSc  

(Veterinary Centre Waimate)

Science and Research Update
Abortion Testing
Recent Advances in Testing Increases Diagnosis in Sheep Abortions!

Optigrow 
Just call the Veterinary 
Centre when you have 
stock going to the works 
and we’ll take care of trace 
element testing
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Quick Preview
We are looking forward to bringing the research we 
have done in our district to your area during our 

annual roadshow tour. Here are some of the topics 
that will be presented.

Maximising production from 
Hoggets and  Heifers
(Hamish Newton/George Smith)

In 2014 it was estimated that nationally only 30% of farmers bred their ewe 

hoggets contributing just 3% to the national lamb flock. Only 70% of farms are 

breeding their beef heifers at 15 months of age. When managed correctly the 

advantages of mating of Hoggets and Heifers far outweigh the negatives. Are 

you mating your young stock? We will be presenting a combination of science 

and our own local research to help you make the best decisions for successful 

hogget and heifer mating. 

Getting returns from 
irrigation for dry stock  
farm systems

Speaker: Bruce McCorkindale 

BAgrSc

Farm Consultant from AbacusBio

Bruce is a farm consultant providing 

advice in the sheep and beef sector. 

He is also a registered Farmax 

consultant. 

He combines a wealth of practical, 

scientific, and management 

experience including his recent 

experience as a rural banking 

manager.

He is going to deliver a presentation 

on farm system analysis, how to 

model different scenarios particularly 

designed for farmers who have 

irrigation as part of their sheep and 

beef cattle operation

Ram Longevity – Bridget Roulston BVSc 

When you pull the rams out at the end of mating, it is an ideal time to have a good sort 

out. Poor body condition, lameness, teeth abnormalities, and age are the key factors that 

influence whether rams remain in the flock year on year.  Two key areas to focus on at 

this time of the year are ensuring rams re-gain the weight they have lost over mating and 

ensuring any lameness is detected and treated. 

The recent Ram Health Study conducted by The Veterinary Centre on farms in our service 

area, found that rams lost 13% of their body weight over the mating period (~13kg). 

In addition to this we found that rams in the study had extremely high faecal egg counts, 

so if rams didn’t get any anthelmintic treatment pre-tup then now would be a good time 

to give them an oral drench. 

Early detection and treatment of lameness throughout the year, is one area that will 

improve longevity of rams. Farms that put effort into preventative foot measures such 

as regular foot troughing and inspections did have lower issues (if any) with feet related 

culling. 

You can look forward to a more detailed update on the results from the ram health study 

at the upcoming Veterinary Centre winter road shows this season. 

 

Ian and Paul Roy have been involved in the Ram study that Bridget Roulston has 

been undertaking. 

FECRT Summary and 
Wormwise for Pre lamb 
Drench sustainability has been and remains a focus for the Veterinary Centre.  

Doing our best to ensure the current range of drench actives remain effective 

for as long as possible is amongst our most important objectives. We know 

that for many farms to be profitable, effective parasite management is crucial. 

And we also know that if our farmers do not succeed, there is little chance that 

we will. We have completed more FECRT’s in the past 12 month period than 

in any previous season. With more numbers to analyse we can pass on more 

information about what is happening on farms in our area.  Combining our local 

research with the latest guidelines from the National Wormwise Initiative our 

roadshows will outline what resistance patterns we are seeing in our district 

and what the best steps are to keep the progression of drench resistance in 

check.

Fodder Beet for Sheep 
and Beef – What we’ve 
learnt so far - George Smith

The use of fodder beet as a supplementary feed to overcome seasonally induced 
feed deficits in sheep and beef farming systems is a novel concept. It’s relatively 
inexpensive cost of production and ability to yield large amounts of quality feed 
which are rich in fermentable carbohydrates has led to a recent increase in the 
crop’s popularity. The limited trial work that has 
been conducted on beef animals grazing fodder 
beet have shown many positive production 
benefits. A trial conducted by Gibbs et al (2015) 
in Canterbury, compared live weight gains in 
Charolais steers and heifers fed fodder beet for 
130 days and supplemented with pasture and 
grass silage. The trial reported weight gains of 
0.98 and 0.82 kg/day in the two steer groups and 
0.86 and 0.81 kg per day in the two heifer groups. 
Recent developments are now showing the 
uptake of the crop for use in sheep production 
systems. 
With rapid growth in the use of fodder beet 
in sheep and beef farming systems, we are 
continuously learning about the crop and the 
Veterinary Centre team will be divulging what we 

have learnt at the up and coming roadshows.

Our presentation will include 

guest speaker Geoff Mavor 

(Wholesale Seeds), an early 

adopter of fodder beet in 

our district.

EXCLUSIVE TO  
FIVE FORKS EVENT


