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Ewesnews will miss Phil Hyndman’s photography skills – another great shot 
in Central Otago.

Comment
The farmer BBQ’s were a great opportunity to get the word on 

how the challenges of the current dry climate are being met. 

We reiterated many of the suggestions we have been putting 

in front of clients over the past few weeks such as adhering to 

a plan and prioritising capital stock. One of the most important 

messages farmers spoke of was to keep talking to each other. 

A&P shows, dog trials and the like are all great community 

events where tough circumstances can be discussed with others facing the same.   

This month’s Ewesnews includes articles on how to improve ewe ovulation on the 

back of the current dry conditions. For beef there is an opportunity to complete 

BVD screening of beef herds during pregnancy testing and determine if this disease 

is taking a chunk out of the returns of your herd. Research completed in 2011 is the 

backbone of the best practice deer drenching article on page 3. Also the increasing 

relevance of dairy grazing to sheep and beef farmers is recognised with a brief article 

on autumn considerations for those currently looking after dairy stock.
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Ewesnews Tell us how it is out 
there – Farmer BBQ’s

Jeff Spillane, 
Commercial ManagerDairy Grazing 

  The autumn larval peak is the biggest 
parasite challenge of the year - ensure 
diligence with planned drenching 
intervals especially should the long 
awaited consistent rain arrive.

  Remember to use a primer drench 
and exit drench to reduce resistance 
pressure if using extender junior 
capsules on lambs.

  March/April and May is a good time to 
consider a knockout drench (Zolvix/
Startect) and eradicate any resistant 
worms in the population prior to the 
autumn larval peak.

With the dry weather now really 

impacting on potential yield of winter 

crops, for any farmer grazing dairy 

calves and/or heifers it would be a good 

time to :-

  Review their draft autumn/winter 

feed budget

  Discuss their feed budget with their 

dairy farmer and make decisions if 

there is a defi cit

  Weigh all stock to ensure they are 

meeting “weight for age” MINDA 

weight targets

  Plan their autumn animal health plan 

– strategic parasite control, trace 

element supplementation (selenium, 

copper, B12), lepto vaccination, BVD 

vaccination etc,  ..

Kevin Kearney BVSc, MANZCVSc

Given the drought conditions have created tough times for dry land farming 

clients the Veterinary Centre has just completed a series of BBQ shouts to 

bring the rural communities together. Big considerations in these situations 

are looking after:

  People. Ensuring farmers are not getting overwhelmed or frozen into 

inaction is very important.

  Capital stock. It is less than 30 days ram go out. Ensuring ewes are not 

losing weight is critical now. Many farmers are hand feeding ewes now. 

Monitoring body condition is a useful tool.

  Androvax was discussed as a drought buster strategy. A 5-20% lift in 

scanning % can be expected.

The lateral thinking exercise at Middlemarch– What happens next?



Andrew Muir BVSc

Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc

Sheep Production 

Just a reminder of our 
free delivery service

Orders made before 10am
 - delivery that day. 

Orders phoned 
in after 10am – 

delivery the 
following day.

February - March 

is the real crunch 

time for lining 

breeding ewes 

and hoggets 

up to get back 

in lamb. The 

dry conditions 

mean that 

there is not the quality grass around 

at present to build any condition on 

ewes. Management of lighter ewes and 

getting hoggets and 2 tooths up to a 

minimum acceptable mating weight 

are the key drivers of next year’s lamb 

production. Sure the dry will dint many 

scanning rates this year, but with a 

bit of judicious planning and probably 

concentrate feeding, ovulation rates 

can be maintained. This might be 

the only point of the year where a 

return on concentrate feeding can be 

measured directly through numbers of 

twins born.

Check out our website

www.vet111.co.nz

Light Ewe Management
1. Spending $1500 on sheep nuts to 500 lighter ewes fed 3 weeks prior to 

mating could yield an additional $4500 worth of lambs. 
2. Just the act of removing lighter ewes into a smaller mob and giving a 

drench will probably improve their ovulation rate. Even on good feed it is 
hard for ewes to gain more than 100g per day, however starting a weight 
gain programme now (30 days out from mating) could still see a 4kg rise 
in bodyweight (0.5 – 1 condition scores). There is a lag-phase of around 1 
month between extra feed/body weight gain and an increase in activity on 
the ovary, so get started now!

3. Putting teasers out with 2 tooth’s 17 days prior to mating MAY improve 1st 
service conception rates.   We know that in hoggets, teasers increase 1st 
cycle conception by 14%. 

4. A $3 investment in Androvax (2 shots, at 8 and 4 weeks prior to mating) will 

yield a $5 -$15 return on investment for ewes that usually scan under 150%.

Animal Health
On the animal health front boosting 

selenium and iodine levels, ensuring 

abortion vaccines are administered at the 

correct time and worm burdens are taken 

care of will help achieve a good result over 

mating. 

Contact me should you wish to discuss your 

ewe fl ock productivity in greater depth. 

Timely 
Reminders

  Continue with preventative 

drench programme in lambs

  Get your fi nal drenches, vaccines, 

and supplements into ewes prior 

to mating (abortion vaccines, 

footvax, minerals, drench)

  Lambs may benefi t from a B12 

booster as liver stores are often 

running out by now

  Plan your AI programmes in stud 

fl ocks 

  Book your beef cow pregnancy 

testing to enable dating of 

pregnancies, marking of third 

cycle cows, and culling of dry 

cows before winter

  Blood test 15 cattle at pregnancy 

testing to determine the BVD 

status of your herd

  Fawns should be given their 

Yersiniavax sensitiser vaccination

  Drench weaner deer with an oral 

combination drench

BVD screening during 
Pregnancy Testing

With autumn 

a p p r o a c h i n g 

and farmers 

starting to think 

about pregnancy 

testing it is also 

a good time to 

consider the 

BVD status of 

your cows. At 

any point in time 65% of beef herds 

have active BVD infection. Herds which 

have active infection have on average 

a 5% decrease in pregnancy rates with 

up to 15% decreases in some herds. 

It can also cause abortions, still born 

calves and poor growth rates in calves. 

It is an easy process to defi ne the 

BVD status of your herd. We can take 

15 blood samples from your cows at 

pregnancy testing which will allow us to 

give an indication of what is happening 

in your herd i.e. determine the S/P ratio. 

For pregnancy testing this year we have 

been able to secure funding so that the 

lab fees will only be half of what they 

usually are. Speak to one of our vets 

who can do your pregnancy testing and 

talk to you in depth about BVD.

Ryan Luckman BVSc,

Veterinary Centre Waimate

It is not 

surprising that, 

not unlike the 

sheep industry, 

we are running 

into resistance 

issues in the deer 

industry, where 

a single active 

pour-on drench 

has been used, 

industry wide, since deer began being 

farmed! 

Luckily we now have some fantastic 

options for drenching that do still work 

well. Many are off-licence BUT there 

is now some good data that enables 

us to prescribe these drenches with a 

high level of confi dence around their 

safety and withhold times. There are 

three principles to keep in mind when 

considering your deer drench;

1. Avoid Pour-ons (oral and injectable 

are still fi ne)

2. Always use combination products 

(preferably triple)

3. All drenches should include a 

Moxidectin component – this is still 

considered the gold standard active 

in deer, and is superior to Abamectin/

Ivermectin alternatives

With these considerations in mind our 

current recommendations are;

Drenching in Deer
Gold Standard:

  Trimox – a trip oral drench that 

includes Moxidectin. WHP of 21 days 

(with a prescription). The moxidectin 

component is likely to give a degree 

of persistence. 

  Moxidectin Injection + Scanda – 

combining an oral drench with an 

injection. WHP of 49 days (with a 

prescription).  

Second Line:

  Moxidectin Injection – a single active 

(so not a good long term plan). WHP 

of 49 days (with a prescription). 

  Matrix – a triple oral drench, but with 

Abamectin rather than Moxidectin. 

WHP of 91 days. 

  Scanda or Arrest – a double oral 

drench with no ML component. Use 

only if a very short WHP is required. 

WHP of 10 days. 

Consult with one of our vets today to 

discuss the drenching programme that 

will best suit your farm. You can also 

pick up a prescription for the use of 

these off-licence products. 

Farewell Phil & Mary
We want to say a big thank you to all the fantastic 

people we have met in the past 3 years during our 

time with the Veterinary Centre, especially in the 

Maniototo during the past year. We are moving 

on in the pursuit of a specialist surgical career 

for Phil, and a companion animal career for Mary. 

We are heading to the North Island to spend time 

with family while we wait on confi rmation of which 

programme Phil is accepted to. Cheers! Phil & 

Mary Hyndman.

Separating out and managing light ewes is an effective way to boost lambing 

percentages in tight feed scenarios.
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