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As promised we have featured fodder beet in this month’s 

Ewesnews. Its’ potential as a winter crop for beef (and sheep) 

is being realised by many farmers following its successful use in 

the dairy sector. Recently Dr Jim Gibbs from Lincoln University 

visited the Veterinary Centre and spoke to the team about his 

fodder beet research over the last 5 years. To emphasize the 

high energy value of this winter crop, Dr Gibbs spoke of a local 

farm that has had to move back to a lower energy feed after several seasons on 

fodder beet to prevent his dairy stock getting too fat! 

However this superfuel must be managed correctly. Our feature covers what are the 

essential do’s and don’ts from the animal health perspective.

In June we will be holding a series of quiz nights throughout our district. This is a 

variation on our traditional road show circuit. Check out the dates and times below 

and mark them in your diary. There a still a few details to be fi nalised and we will be 

in touch closer to the events but I can confi rm there will be a fun, educational night 

and plenty of prizes as well as a bit of hospitality on the house.

  Fodder Beet

  Fine Wool Lamb Finishing

  Beef Production Update

  Trocoxil in Working Dogs

  Worm watch

  Nitrate Poisoning

  New staff in Ranfurly

Worm Watch Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc
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Jeff Spillane, 
Commercial Manager

  Lambs are under sustained larval 
challenges at present. Do not let 
drench intervals extend further 
than 30 days.

  Now is a good time to use an exit 
drench with a novel active.

  Make an appointment with our vets 
to determine an effective pre lamb 
strategy.

E� ective Arthritis Treatment in Working Dogs
Arthritis affects working dogs of any age, often causing considerable pain. Arthritis may arise from previous injuries or 

genetic conditions. Early signs of arthritis include dogs that are “slowing down”, stiffness (particularly in the early morning 

and colder weather) and lameness. 

The good news is that for those dogs already suffering from arthritis there are treatments that can help alleviate pain and 

extend their working life. Trocoxil® is a newer anti-infl ammatory drug, available in a chewable tablet. It is easily administered 

once a month following an initial loading dose, reducing the risk of forgetting treatment.

Arthritis Case Study - Darin Pendergrast and Pete
EN: Tell us about Pete

DP: Pete is a ten year old Huntaway 

who has been a sheep and dairy cattle 

dog his whole life.  Three years ago he 

became reluctant to move, was stiff and 

sore, and was a very unhappy dog.  He 

could no longer work on the hills and 

was only able to do light work on the 

dairy farm – mainly following the cows 

to the shed.  He couldn’t jump on the 

truck and some days even struggled 

getting the cows out of the paddock.  

Because of his unhappy demeanour, I 

considered putting him down.

EN: What were your options? 

DP: I was considering putting him down 

but after talking to the vet, I trialled 

Pete on Trocoxil.

EN: How did it go?

DP: It made all the difference.  Pete 

went from struggling to move to 

mustering on the steep sheep country, 

working in the sheep yards and working 

with cows again, Pete had a new lease 

on life.  

EN: What now?

DP: After three years of good 

work Pete is now in well-deserved 

retirement.  He still potters around the 

farm occasionally helping with stock 

work. Trocoxil has been well worth it 

and easy in that it only takes one tablet 

Beef Production 
Update

  Blood tests are showing very 

low selenium levels in herds not 

supplementing.

  Over a wide range of pregnancy 

testing results the range of 

empties in cows where condition 

has been maintained has been 3 

to 10%. Where condition is light 

the standard is 20% empties.

  Re sale bull testing is underway. 

We can now offer A-V semen 

collection during service testing 

of sire and sale bulls.

  It is the best time for copper 

supplementation before going 

into winter, especially with 

pregnant cows and R1’s on crop.

Veterinary Centre 
“Sharpest Community” Quiz Nights
Where When Time Venue

Palmerston June 17 5-7pm Ardleigh Golf Club

Ranfurly June 18 5-7pm Lion Hotel

Waimate June 23 5-7 pm Waimate Golf Club

Kurow/Omarama June 24 5-7 pm TBC

Oamaru June 25 5-7 pm TBC

There is currently a free trial 

available for arthritic farm dogs. 

This is available for a limited 

time. Talk to one of our Vets now 

about using trocoxil. 

a month.  It kept my best dog working 

and gave me time to train up new pups 

with Pete’s help.

Darin Pendergrast with Pete

* Middlemarch - all details to be confi rmed



Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc

Sheep Production 

When crunching the numbers on dollar returns for dry matter eaten, fi ne wool lamb fi nishing is right 

up there, better than dairy grazing (28c/kgDM). Heifer grazing yields around 20c/kgDM eaten. Don’t 

believe me? Well here is a break down.

High Roller Finishing: Fine wool lambs

Costs Revenue
Purchase 28kg Store 
lamb March

$55 November 45kg Lwt
= 20kg cwt @ $6.50

$130

 Shearing/crutching $ 8 Shear in September
3kg wool @ $12/kg

$36

Transport $4 Total/hd $166
Animal Health $4
Total/hd $71 Revenue - costs

166-71
$95 Net /hd

Feeding March – Nov = 
270 days
@1.1kgDM/day ave
(3% body wt)

=~300kgDM total Net income/ feed eaten (95/300)
32c/kgDM eaten

That animal health bit can be the key 

to success with fi ne wool lambs.

The essence of successful fi ne wool 

lamb fi nishing is keeping the worms 

out, the feet sound and the guts 

right. 

The gut microfl ora on fi ne wool lambs 

is more delicate than others. Smaller 

lambs (less than 23kg) are at much 

higher risk of scouring issues. There 

isn’t the scope to debate the virtues 

of enzyme drenches or explain this 

complex issue here, suffi ce to say 

avoiding the scrubbers will reduce 

wastage. 

Lamb Parasite Management

The way merino lambs camp and graze 

together with an immature immune 

system, means they can be more 

Fodder beet for sheep and beef - Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc

Nitrate Poisoning on Brassicas
Nitrates are found at high levels in all brassicas and if not 
managed correctly can end up with fatalities in grazing 
mobs.

  Factors that increase nitrate levels in brassicas are: 
  Frosty mornings
 Cold, cloudy days
  Excess or recent use of nitrate fertilizer
 Young, rapid growing phase of the crop (fewer than 
90 days)
 Regrazing the crop after the leaves have been eaten 
(stems have higher level of nitrate)

  Signs of nitrate poisoning include diffi culty breathing, 

staggering or muscle tremors, weakness or collapse and 

brown gums. In some cases sudden death occurs.

  Strategies in preventing nitrate poisoning include:

  Feed hay/silage prior to feeding brassicas

  Feed in the afternoon

  Transition onto the brassica crop – 1 or 2 hours on 

crop to begin with. 

 Nitrate testing on crops before use (in-clinic testing or 

kits to take home are available)

  Long narrow break to allow stock to ingest similar 

quantities

New Vet in Ranfurly Settling In
Hopefully many 
Maniototo clients 
have had the chance 
to meet our new Vet 
in Ranfurly. Michael 
Lilley and his family 
have settled in well 
and are excited 

about their new home.  Hailing from 
Mid Canterbury Michael became a 
household name in 2012 when he won 
New Zealand Young Farmer of the 
Year. Michael is currently taking part in 

the Zoetis Veterinary Advisor course, 
an intensive 1 year program aimed 
at upskilling vets in advisory work on 
sheep and beef farms. He has a special 
interest in parasite management and 
farm systems. When not working he 
enjoys spending time with his wife Kelly 
and their two sons Arthur and Louis 
as well as the odd bit of hunting, clay 
target shooting and golf.
We also welcome Jeremy Hore, his 
partner Amanda and their young family 
to Ranfurly. Jeremy has experience in 

providing service 
to rural clients 
having previously 
worked for rural 
supply companies. 
Most recently 
transferring from a 
farm management 

position Jeremy will 
assist in Ranfurly and Palmerston both 
in clinic and on the road. 

prone to internal parasitism. A solid 

preventative drenching program from 

the start is vital. Woe betide skipping or 

stretching out a drench in the autumn…

Many fi nd a SeCo capsule or LA injection 

takes care of the autumn worm issues. 

An exit drench of Zolvix or Startect 

is a prudent measure to ensure any 

resistant worms are not carted through 

the winter. 

Clostridial Vaccines (2 shots) are a 

no brainer. These valuable animals (as 

pointed out above) are the highest 

risk, because they’re on your property 

longer, have several feed changes, are 

expected to grow fast in the spring, and 

like dying of things…

Lamb Feet Soundness 

Having a plan and set up for managing 

feet and starting with inspecting feet 

when they fi rst arrive is advised. You 

can’t take chances with footrot. If an 

infection is left to spread in mob it 

can really smash your margins and 

make running these animals a misery. 

With planning and good management 

fi ne wool hoggets can do very well on 

improved pastures.  Because of the dry 

summer this year, there have been less 

footrot infected lambs at weaning, but 

the back end of autumn can see footrot 

infection take off in hoggets if not 

managed. 

For more specifi c details about animal 

health and feet management for 

successful fi ne wool fi nishing contact 

the Veterinary Centre.

The fodder beet revolution is here. 

Why? Because you can grow massive 

crops of high quality feed that last from 

March to November. It is almost 100% 

utilized in the paddock, and grown 

much cheaper than other feed sources 

(8c/kgDM). 

The stories of fi nishing steers to 300kg 

CWt at 14 months, putting weight on 

dairy cows right through the dry period 

and wintering 1000 ewes on 5 ha for 

100 days are in the pub yarns and 

in most rural press. Through the dry 

conditions it seems to have grown well 

once established.  

This May there will be many farmers 

pointing stock at fodder beets for the 

fi rst time. Before you do make sure 

you’ve ticked off the basics:

 Measure the crop. Be out by 1 

meter a day for the fi rst two weeks 

and you’ll stuff it up. 

  In the fi rst 2 weeks don’t have beet 

lying on the ground the next day. 

It’s a sign you’re over allocating.  

  1 Meter crop face per cow /R2. Viz 

100 steers = 100m crop interface. 

Have 6-8m/beast of headland 

space at the start. This may mean 

lifting some beets at the start with 

a bucket to create space. 

 Don’t put cattle on hungry for 

the fi rst 2 weeks.  Have a fi bre 

supplement source feed fi rst. 

  2 shots of clostridial vaccine are 

very important for sheep and beef 

cattle. 

So what’s the catch? 

TRANSITION TRANSITION TRANSITION. 

Get this wrong and you kill stuff and 

vow never to plant it again. Because 

it is so important I suggest you talk to 

others that have done it successfully 

(and those that have learnt the hard 

way too). There are specifi c guide lines 

for R1 and R2 cattle. Talk to us for a 

plan. Generally R2s start at 1kgDM and 

increase 1kg DM every 2nd day, getting 

fi bre fi rst. 

I have found the Fields Area Measure 

app for android phones is very useful 

for accurately measuring square 

meters of a feed break in the paddock 

(or from the couch).

After the 2 weeks of transition you 

have to change your mind set and back 

that the rumen has adjusted to handle 

this shot of energy. The aim is now to 

get animals to eat as much as possible 

without fi lling up on other stuff. Leaving 

bulbs behind and ad lib feeding is the 

key to getting the high growth rates 

and weight gain.  Don’t feed too much 

supplement (1-2kg/hd). 

At the Veterinary Centre our vets 

have learnt a lot from research, from 

successful farmers, and dealing with 

the train wrecks when it goes wrong. 

We have had a continuing education 

evening this month from the man 

himself, Jim Gibbs, so we’re well placed 

to offer practical advice to help you 

with you ride the wave of this root crop 

revolution.

Dr Jim Gibbs, discussing fodder beet

Jeremy Hore

Following transition leaving crops behind and ad lib feeding is a key to high growth rates.
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