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With beef scanning in full swing we have had plenty of 
people taking advantage of the free BVD testing that has 
been available. We haven’t been able to tabulate all the 
results that have been collected so far however the results 
we have got so far are interesting.
 • The average exposure level is 0.85, this means the average 

herd has got a persistently infected (PI) animal in it or has 
had exposure to a PI animal.

 • 25% of tested herds have no exposure to BVD, the 
majority of these herds have an active plan for managing 
BVD. 

 • 56% of tested farms have high exposure to BVD, (an 
antibody level >0.75). These herds have got a PI animal in 
the herd or have had exposure to a PI.

 • The results are not completely unexpected however the 
average level of exposure is higher than we would have 
estimated. It shows that BVD is widespread in the district 
and will be a� ecting herd productivity. 

If you have had a FREE BVD screen on your 
herd come to the Roadshows to work out a 
plan that best suits your farm.

BVD Screening Update

We are pleased to announce a new Territory 
Manager in the Kurow/Omarama region. Andrew 
Fisher, his wife Courtney and his 2 young 
children have moved to Kurow to take up the role 
and Andrew says he is looking forward to both 
meeting farmers as well as the local community 
of his new home town. Andrew already knows 
many clients in the area through his 17 years in 
various farming roles and also as a member of 
the Maheno Rugby Club Premier team. Many of 

the Kurow rugby team would no doubt enjoy a 
visit from Andrew to discuss the � ner details of 
Kurow’s recent last minute winning try when the 
2 teams met a few weeks ago. The conversation 
would have to be kept short however to prevent 
it drifting into Andrew’s still very fresh recall of 
Maheno’s 2016 Premiership win. You will be 
seeing Andrew from any time now on and can 
contact him on his cellphone 0276897213 and 
by email andrewf@vet111.co.nz.

Andrew Fisher

New Territory Manager for Kurow/Omarama

“Excellent information 
and highlights doing 
the basics well is key.”

“Well researched. Easy 
to hear. Very interesting 

topic for this time of 
year (Fodderbeet).”

“Fodderbeet very 
interesting, 

BVD awesome, 
Food awesome. 

Thank you.”

“Interesting to see 
results on resistance test. 
De� nitely something you 

would consider on farm to 
test own stock. (worms)”

“Georges presentation 
had practical tips 

underlined with good 
technical knowledge.”

“Great learned a lot. 
We knew very little 

about BVD.”

“Good to see some 
� gures around rams.”

“A good reminder about 
the importance of worm 
control. Always a good 

event to attend.”

Tuesday 5th June Oamaru area
Wednesday 6th June Kurow and Omarama areas
Thursday 7th June Palmerston area
Wednesday 13th June Middlemarch/Ranfurly areas
Thursday 14th June Waimate/Waihao Forks area 

5th June -14th June
Committed to delivering you information 
that will help your business

Some feedback from 
last year

Join us for our informative & entertaining roadshow!

Veterinary Centre has blood tested hundreds of cattle 
in this seasons BVD screening programme.

BLUE CROSS
VETERINARY CENTRE

VETERINARY 
CENTRES

Oamaru  Ph 03 434 5666
Waimate  Ph 03 689 7213
Palmerston  Ph 03 465 1291
Glenavy Ph 03 689 8118
Kurow  Ph 03 436 0567
Omarama  Ph 03 438 9868
Ranfurly Ph 03 444 1020

Timely Reminders - May
 • Cross-bred hoggets should be 45kg at mating
 • Set your farm up for winter by performing a winter feed budget
 • Avoid stressing ewes that are less than 30 days pregnant
 • Capacity test your bulls for insurance and pre-sale purposes 
 •  Cattle will bene� t from a lice pour-on treatment
 •  Copper bullet calves and fawns if not already done

Just a reminder of our free delivery service. 
Orders made before  10am - delivery same day. 
Orders phoned in after 10am – delivery next day.



Sheep Production Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc Beef Genetics - Commercial Use of AI
Feeding Ewes Early Pregnancy
Setting up for winter

If ewes are in optimal condition, 
once passed the 1st cycle of mating, 
they do not need to continue to be 
gaining weight. The excess of grass 
around this year means it will take 
proactive management not to allow 
breeding ewes to gain weight in 
the 1st trimester.  May to June is an 
opportune time to tidy up poorer 
quality paddocks or even feed-out 2nd 
year baleage to conserve green feed 
for later pregnancy. 

I do not like to discourage farmers 
from feeding stock well, but there is 
some evidence showing that there is 
an increased bearing risk with weight 
gain through this period. Yes lamb 

birth weight is a� ected by feeding 
levels at every stage of gestation, so it 
makes sense to save better quality and 
quantity of feed for twin bearing ewes 
after scanning. 

BODY CONDITION SCORING 
BCS and feed budgeting is the way to 
take the guess-work out of this subject. 
I expect more ewes should be in better 
than BCS 3 this mating and will be 
scanning well this year. The next bit 
is to set them up for optimising lamb 
birth weight and survival without 
getting them stuck upside down cast 
or poking their back-end’s out. 

If there are lighter BCS ewes, then 

taking them out early for preferential 
treatment makes it possible to “re-
build” condition from now to the 
point of lambing. Adding BCS to light 
twinning ewes after scanning and 
shearing is hard to do with the bigger 
foetus taking a greater part of reserves. 

EWE HOGGETS
The recommendation is slightly 
di� erent for ewe hoggets. These need 
to keep gaining body weight through 
mating and early pregnancy, ideally
4 kg per month from now to the end of 
June should see a standard cross-bred 
hogget reach ~50kg. 

Worm control
Ewe hoggets and lambs over wintering should receive a novel acting drench. 
Startect and Zolvix plus are here and their main function is to extend 
the life of the more standard drenches. 

We know Matrix triple action is a great drench that 
seems to be doing the job, but there are reports of 
failure from my North Island colleagues. We don’t want 
that to happen here, so we have to start using the new 
drench families strategically along with weaving in a 
refugia policy for the farm. 

Crop Considerations 
Green oats, brassicas, Italian 
rye-grass crops are worth getting 
tested for nitrates before grazing. 
There is a complex of other factors 
that lead to higher nitrate levels: 
over-cast cold days, stressed 
plants, immature crops, or N fert 
application 6 weeks ago. The 
stalks and re-growth are often 
the “hottest” parts of the plant for 
nitrates. 

Bring some leaves and stems into 
the clinic for testing, or purchase 
your own testing kit. 

There has been a fair bit of feedback on the 
commercial use of A.I. since my article last 
month. The Veterinary Centre has a good 
track record to deliver the full package, 
from assisting with sourcing semen, cow 
selection and synchro, doing the A.I. and 
monitoring of pregnancy outcomes – all 
to a high standard.  

Getting 50 heifer calves from a trait 
leading bull for say intra-muscular fat 
has the ability to really thrust your herd 
towards achieving consistant premiums 
for marbelling. Or perhaps it is inherent 

fertility that you are after and want a well 
recorded bull with the best DC (days to 
calving) track record. 

“... those high priced bulls that go 
to stud are not always out of the 

question for your program ...”

A.I. will not replace the need for good 
service bulls, or even reduce the number 
required much, but those high priced bulls 
that go to stud are not always out of the 
question for your program…perhaps it 
is worth talking to the purchaser who is 

often more than happy to re-coup some of 
his costs by selling some straws of semen.  
If interested talk to us about what an AI 
program would entail for your herd.

The Beef and Lamb Genetics progeny test 
has gone to great lengths to show that 
there is additional pro� t in selecting for 
better breeding values.  We have never 
had such exposure to how the national 
stud sires are performing commercially 
in di� erent environments. Having a look 
at the sire summaries from the program 
could be very worthwhile when choosing 
what sons of bulls to purchase this year. 

Fog Fever in the Maniototo
Fog Fever is an uncommon disease 
causing a severe pneumonia leading to 
acute respiratory distress and sudden 
death in cattle. It was recently seen 
on a farm in the Maniototo where two 
mixed age beef cows died suddenly. It 
is typically seen in Autumn conditions, 
within one to two weeks of a change in 
diet from low ME to high ME pasture. 
The typical scenario is bringing cows o�  
tussock country onto either irrigated or 
rapidly growing pasture. In this case the 
a� ected cows had been grazing lush 
irrigated pasture 2 weeks ago, however 
no abrupt feed changes had occurred.  

The change in diet causes overgrowth 
of rumen bacteria that produce a toxin 
which damages lung tissue. Clinical signs 
range from breathing di�  culty and being 
reluctant to move to sudden death. There 
is no treatment for this type of pneumonia 
and a� ected cattle will either deteriorate 
into respiratory distress and die or 
gradually improve to normal over a few 

weeks. If suspected move the herd o�  
lush pasture, taking care to allow cows 
that fall behind the mob to move at their 
own pace.

Caution should be taken around any 
abrupt feed change in cattle, where other 
diseases such as Thiamine (B1) de� ciency 
can occur also due to changes in rumen 
bacteria.Chris Medlicott drenching store lambs

Dave Robertson
 BVSc, BSc

Angus Gibb BVSc

May – June bull sales are 
a great time for farmers to re-
connect with what is happening 
and examine what they need for 
their herds. The red meat sector 
is positive at present and I look 
forward to discussing how we 
can re-invest some of those gains 
we’ve made this year into better 
genetics and animal performance 
for the next. 

Beef Animal Health

 • Calves 2 shots of 
Covexin 10in1 before 
going into crops

 • Lice and Worm control 
for R1 and R2 cattle

 • Test Bulls

Newhaven Perendales ready for winter

Some of Henry Williamson’s Bull Sale horned Herefords
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