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In November 

Ewenews you’ll 

fi nd a stud ram 

feature of clients 

in our district.  

There is some great 

information on 

what is available 

and a bit of an 

insight into how these farmers manage 

their stocks’ key attributes.

You will also read about drench 

sustainability, an important but often 

overlooked productivity factor when 

considering farm succession. 

The starting point for sustainable drench 

use is a Faecal Egg Count Reduction 

Test (FECRT). FECRT information saves 

you money in 2 ways – 

– Andrew Muir BVSc, BSc (Hons)

New Zealand research has indicated 

that a beef herd can be 15% more 

profi table if heifers are mated 

successfully as yearlings, but there are 

a few key things to consider:

  Heifers should be at least 60% of 

their mature weight by breeding at 

15 months

  Mate for 2 cycles only (42 days) – to 

allow time for them to recover and 

get in calf the following year

  Use a small mature liveweight bull.  A 

bull with an EBV that is high (above 

average) for calving ease, or low 

(below breed average) for birth 

weight will be least likely to produce 

calves that are oversized.   This 

may mean a reduction in growth 

rates, but the decrease in calving 

diffi culties will more than pay for 

this.

  Studies investigating the effect 

of manipulating nutrition during 

pregnancy on dystocia have 

produced confl icting results.  

Growing heifers adequately is the 

key to their ability to calve and 

– Jeff Spillane

A new beef drench capsule, called 

Alpheus, has been launched onto the 

market. The product was designed to 

optimise growth rates of young dairy 

stock through their fi rst autumn. 

Trials on beef cattle properties have 

indicated there is defi nitely potential 

for enhanced productivity for beef 

farmers.  

The capsule looks similar and uses the 

same technology that is in the long 

acting sheep versions i.e. the pre lamb 

Bionic and Extender Seco capsules. 

The differences are the length of 

action is longer @ 125 days, the active 

is abamectin alone (although there are 

one off priming doses of levamisole and 

oxfendazole given with each capsule) 

and there are no selenium or cobalt 

New Product Long Acting 
Drench Capsule for Cattle

minerals included. The capsule is made 

for cattle in the weight range of 150 to 

300kg.

It is administered by applicator with the 

2 priming tablets. The witholding period 

is 180 days for meat and milk. Specifi c 

trials have indicated additional weight 

gains of up to an additional 10% of  

initial liveweight compared to a control 

of monthly oral drenching with a triple 

combination drench.

The main benefi ts are the potential to 

enhance growth rates during the autumn 

growth period and the convenience of 1 

treatment through this high challenge 

period. The risk to manage is selection 

pressure for resistant worms typical 

of long acting treatments, especially 

those that contain a single active.
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Your plan for success:
 Contact your vet to secure 

your order at least 8 weeks 
before you intend to introduce 
the ram.

 You can use Toxovax anytime 
up to 4 weeks before mating.

  One shot gives  
lifetime immunity.

  Up to 8% higher  
lambing percentages  
(3% national average).

Toxoplasmosis is on every 
New Zealand farm, and it 
can cause ongoing losses 
or abortion storms.

TOXOVAX IS MADE TO ORDER,  
SO CONTACT YOUR VET NOw  
TO MAkE A plAN.

Make sure 
Your  

Toxovax® is 
There wheN 
You Need iT.

avaiLaBLe FroM  
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Contact our Veterinary Centre 
to secure your order at least 
8 weeks before you intend to 
introduce the ram.

TOXOVAX IS MADE TO ORDER,
SO CONTACT OUR VETERINARY 
CENTRE NOW TO MAKE A PLAN.

AVAILABLE FROM 

1st NOVEMBER 2015

rebreed successfully.  Aim to have 

them fi t and at 85 – 90% of their 

mature weight by 2 years of age (this 

will take a lot of extra feed!).

  Preferentially feed from calving to 

weaning (60% more feed is required 

than for a dry heifer).  At this stage 

a heifer needs to feed a calf, grow 

herself and put on condition for 

mating.  This is the point where 

underfeeding results in the greatest 

re-breeding failure rates!

Successful Yearly Heifer Mating

  it stops you buying drenches that are 

not fully effective and thus wasting 

some or all of the purchase money,

  it directs your purchasing towards 

effective products for your farm that 

give an increased productive return.  

A 3 yearly FECRT works out at just over 

$500 annual investment. Compared to 

your annual drench expenditure it is a 

small proportion for most.

The window of opportunity to have 

an FECRT done is fast approaching. 

Once autumn passes if you do not 

have this information you may again 

be second guessing your optimum 

drench purchases for 2016 and in the 

meantime a minor resistance issue may 

be developing into a major one.
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Sheep Production 

I have recently been involved with 

a national initiative to spread the 

message of sustainable parasite control 

for sheep farmers. The Wormwise 

group, funded by Beef and Lamb, is 

looking to run regional workshops for 

farmers on this issue. Yes each farm 

system is different, and will need to 

tailor a parasite management program 

accordingly, but the over-arching 

principles are the same 

  Identify high risk practices. 

Implement mitigation. 

  Use effective combination drenches.

  Utilise refugia.

In terms of sustainable parasite control, 

these points are not a fad. They are 

the guts of reducing the impact of 

parasitism on production and slowing 

the emergence of resistance. 

Each point needs chewed over for each 

Wormwise 2015 - Sustainable 
Parasite Control for Sheep Famers - Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc

farm as to how they manifest e.g. when 

you decide to drench a mob, whether 

all animals are treated when you shift 

them onto clean pasture, etc.

Sheep parasite issues to consider over 

the next month:

  Lamb tape drenching pre-weaning. 

Can give you an extra 1kg of Lwt by 

weaning. 

  Tailing drench to lighter ewes if they 

have not had an LA treatment.

  Egg Counting ewes that have had an 

LA treatment. 

   Replacement hoggets – drench 

these regularly to keep ticking along 

at good growth rates. 

  Doing a reduction test at weaning to 

determine drench status (for those 

doing pre-weaning drenching try and 

leave 100 lambs undrenched)

At the latest meeting at Julian and Sharyn Price’s 

we looked at high performing fl ock management, 

focusing on triplet management and setting up 

targets for hoggets to achieve as 2 tooths, especially 

if hogget mating.

I was impressed by the detailed pasture management 

and feed planning which had set the Price’s up for 

good lambing covers, even despite cold, slow growing 

spring conditions. 

A priority was growing multiple lambs as fast as 

possible in the early stages, to ensure as many 

avoided the store markets as possible. The hoggets 

scanned 181% and tailed 148% (not including shed 

reared lambs). There were no hogget deaths and no 

lambed hogget that didn’t rear a lamb. There was a 

big difference in fecundity for those over 50kg live 

weight at mating. They were going onto herb mixes 

with lambs at foot, feed that was the envy of most 

group members. 

TOP: Julian Price with twinning hoggets on red clover. 

LOWER: North Otago Sheep Production Group members 
on a recent visit to Sharon and Julian Prices Kauru Hill 
property. 

Sheep Production Group Meeting October 2015

Bull Testing Pre-mating: 
Case study Lonestar Caberfeidh - Haka Valley
Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc 

Traditionally bull testing is done May- 

June when the sales are on, mainly 

for insurance and for farmers to know 

how many need replaced. However a lot 

can happen between May and joining in 

December. 

At Caberfeidh Station, manager Andrew 

Harding likes to get his bulls service 

tested by the Veterinary Centre prior to 

joining. It is something they have done 

annually for several years, and always 

yields some useful information. “We 

test all mature bulls and new purchases 

and give them their BVD booster 

vaccination at the same time”.  

The dozen or so bulls are assessed 

for feet, locomotion, conformation, 

serving ability, libido as well as genital 

soundness. Bulls older than 5 years 

of age are the highest risk of having 

serving issues. 

Andrew Harding has placed a lot 

of emphasis on improving the herd 

reproductive performance, realising 

that fertility traits are what drives 

the profi tability of the beef breeding 

operation. 

The 300 mixed age Caberfeidh herd 

consistently scan less than 5% empty, 

with 3rd cycle cows being culled. 120 

yearlings are mated and only heifers 

from the 1st cycle are retained ensuring 

they calve early and the most fertile are 

selected as replacements. 

Ensuring sound, virile bulls are going 

out is a key component to achieving 

this level of performance. Ionophore toxicity in dogs
- Naomi Barrett MA VetMB

Some of the common ionophore 

brands that are toxic to dogs

Calves should be 

receiving their fi rst 

clostridial vaccine 

of either multine 

or covexin 10 at 

marking. No minerals 

are usually required 

for the calves but 

cows will benefi t from 

selenium and copper 

pre-mating if levels are low. Bulls need 

to be monitored for lameness and 

soundness and should have received 

their bvd vaccination booster. 

Heifer selection for mating is important 

to ensure success. Yearling heifers 

should be 60% of their expected mature 

live weight to be put to the (good ease 

of calving) bull. Done well calving of 2 

year old heifers will increase lifetime 

calf output of the breeding cow and 

increase the percentage of feed used 

for production over maintainence.

Beef   
Productivity

Sustainable drenching is an important 

condsideration when handing the 

farm over to the next generation

Recently we have had a couple of 

cases of dogs becoming ill following 

the ingestion of calf milk replacer 

and muesli. These products often 

contain coccidiostats such as lasalocid 

or monensin, which are ionophores. 

Although benefi cial for calves, these 

drugs are poisonous to dogs, pigs and 

horses.

Signs of toxicity develop from 6 hours 

to 2 weeks post exposure and include 

muscle weakness with staggering or 

an inability to stand. Skeletal muscle is 

affected fi rst (particularly in the hind 

limbs). The weakness is progressive and 

can be fatal.  Unfortunately there is no 

specifi c treatment. 

If your dog shows these symptoms, 

fi rst of all prevent access to the 

poison.   Affl icted animals will benefi t 

from activated charcoal to help absorb 

the toxin, vitamin E/selenium and 

supportive treatment during their 

recovery. Recovery can take time with 

ongoing muscle weakness. Heart failure 

can still occur due to weakened heart 

muscles. 

Remember to check whether the 

products you are using contain 

ionophores (this includes Rumensin 

capsules) and ensure that your canine 

friends cannot get access to them. If 

your dog is showing signs of muscle 

weakness or you suspect they may 

have had access to ionophores do not 

hesitate to get in contact with your 

local Blue Cross Veterinary clinic. 

Michael Lilley 
BVSc

Andrew Harding on Lonestars Caberfeidh farm in the Haka Valley
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