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Great photo by Veterinary Centre’s Jessie Gibb, taken in our own back yard 
and reminding us of the great place we live in.

Comment
Lambing is well underway and tailing has begun for some. The weather has 

been kind to date with a few drops of rain making an otherwise mild spring 

almost faultless. A stable meat schedule suggests it is shaping up to be another 

progressive year for the industry.

Be sure to capitalise on the low lamb mortality rate to date. Inside is information 

on best practice vaccinations and good hygienic practices to put in place during 

tailing. Advising how early and what to use for drenching new season lambs is also 

important seasonal information. 

If your farm typically suffers undiagnosed lamb losses at this time of year, give your 

Veterinary Centre vet a call. Whether it be within the expertise of our own team 

or via the resources of one of our international suppliers, our team is passionate 

about ensuring that you get the right information to maximise your production 

opportunities. We know that when you succeed, we succeed!

  Lambing and tailing.

  Bull capacity blood testing.

  Salmonella Brandenburg in 

Waimate.

  Abamectin and selenium 

toxicity in young stock.

  Drenching yearling cattle.

  Product reminders.

  Wormwatch

  Farmer of the Month

  Timely reminders

EN - How has lambing gone? 

GS -We couldn’t get better lambing 

weather than this! It has been really 

settled and no nor’wester like we 

usually have which has made things 

much nicer for ewes and farmers 

alike. Our lambing has gone well, we 

have fi nished now and are about to 

start tailing in the next day or so

EN - How are things looking now? 

GS Pretty happy with how things 

are looking right now the grass has 

Tell us how it is out there
Ewesnews farmer of the month - Geoff and Lauren Shaw - Maniototo

Worm Watch Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc
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  As spring warms up more 
parasite eggs hatch and the 
burdens begin increasing

  FEC monitor ewes and lambs 
at tailing. Its free after using 
LA drench products, purchased 
from the Veterinary Centre

  Consider a pre weaning drench if 
FEC are high in lambs.

  Drench yearling cattle.

started to get up and rolling and the 

clover is poking its head through 

so things are warming up, a small 

shower of rain would not go amiss 

but is not necessary at this stage.

EN - Outlook for the rest of the 

season?

GS - The market is looking positive 

for this season with Beef prices up 

and product prices also looking good.

Overall a happy farmer looking 

forward to the rest of the season.

Beef Bull capacity exams and blood testing
To ensure your cow mating is as pro-

ductive as possible get your bulls jump 

tested prior to mating. It is cheaper 

than insurance.

A capacity test can identify high and low 

libido bulls, pick up serving and loco-

motive faults prior to them having any 

impact. Feet defects can be addressed 

and disease status, such as BVD, deter-

mined.  Even if faults are not detected, 

indications of how many cows each bull 

can handle can be inferred and domi-

nance status identifi ed and managed.

BVD vaccine boosters should be given 

to sire bulls. Most should have had 2 

shots prior to your purchase of them. 

Check with the stud breeder. 

Remember yearling bulls being sold 

into the dairy industry need to have 

a clear BVD antigen test and many re-

quire a 2 shot course of BVD prior to 

sale.



Dave Robertson BVSc

Sheep Production 

Spring Lambing

Disease Prevention at Tailing  – Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc

With the dry mild 

spring conditions, 

reports of very 

good lamb 

survival rates 

are out there. It 

is amazing that 

when you remove 

wet and/or muddy 

conditions from 

the lambing equation, things like watery 

mouth, navel ill and general peri-natal 

death and destruction are a non-event. 

With respect to animal health this 

October, those cross-bred farmers 

standing in the tailing pen might 

consider the following:

1. Feeding - are these twin lambs 

getting enough quality feed now 

that the ewes are over peak 

lactation to grow at 300g/day 

until weaning?

2. What is the parasite 

challenge in these paddocks? 

If the ewes haven’t had a long 

acting drench, perhaps the 

lambs might benefi t from a pre-

weaning/weaning drench. Tailing 

at 4-6 weeks is too soon for any 

drench. If ewes have had long 

Salmonella Brandenburg 
Abortions in Waimate
The “dreaded Lurgi” has fi nally hit town.
S. Brandenburg abortion has historically been confi ned 
to South Otago and Southland baring a few isolated 
outbreaks. 
Abortions occurred in mixed age ewes previously vac-
cinated with Toxovax and Campyvax – with both lamb 
and ewe losses.  Subsequently, it was determined that 
a neighbour had S. Brandenburg abortions in 2013 but 
no remedial action was taken by the farms despite being informed of the 
neighbours situation.  
Vaccination is available but must be used in advance. Unlike enteric Salmo-
nella, where vaccination in the face of an outbreak is effective, a sensitizer 
and booster dose are required prior to the risk period which is in the 3rd tri-
mester. It may not completely prevent abortions but will signifi cantly reduce 
the incidence. Watch this space. 

Having got through to tailing with good 

lamb percentages intact, ensure young 

lambs get over the next hurdle by im-

plementing good hygiene practices at 

tailing. 

  Hygiene of tailing gear (irons, ear 

markers, and rings) is really important 

to prevent abscesses and infections 

like tetanus. The most effective way 

to ensure this is to keep it dry and 

tail in grassy areas (ensure lambs not 

getting released in the dirt). Cleaning 

gear with disinfectant (e.g. Vetsep) 

after each mob (or during if required) 

is a prudent measure. 

A North Otago romney hogget doing well with triplets

Dougal MacLachlan 
BVSc

Product 
Reminders
Ultravac BVD – a new BVD vaccine 

with benefi ts for beef farmers including 

  30 day shelf life of opened bottles,

  extended sensitizer to booster period 

of up to 6 months, 

  provides effective booster shot on 

animals previously vaccinated with 

Bovillis BVD.

Prolavax Lamb – We can confi rm that 

this very useful product is available 

again this year. Prolavax lamb offers 

the convenience of B12 with a 5 in 

1 clostridial vaccine for lambs. Both 

selenised or plain forms are available.

Scabine management – remember 

scabine has to be kept cool until it is 

used, is infectious to humans and over 

orders cannot be returned.

Royal Canin Endurance 4800 - a 

new working dog food 

that is marketed as the 

“complete dog food for 

working and sporting 

dogs”. It is designed 

as a sole food source 

for working dogs and 

is capable of not only 

maintaining but also 

improving condition.

acting drenches take the opportunity 

to collect 10 samples from ewes to 

check egg counts.

3. Mineral boost to lambs. Some 

properties are low in cobalt and if ewes 

have not had a boost of B12 pre-lamb, 

it can be of benefi t to top-up B12 levels 

at tailing in lambs before they become 

defi cient.

4. Who wants to be chasing fl y pre-

weaning? The best fl y protection 

product to apply at tailing is Clik, 

especially for fi ne wool. It gives 4-5 

months protection. Clik has a 35 day 

meat with-hold for cross-breds and 56 

days for fi ne wool. A shorter with-hold 

product is Vetrazin spray-on.

Abamectin 
Toxicity in 
young lambs
For most farmers the fi rst drench of 

the new lambs will still be a few weeks 

away. However it is a good time to 

remind clients of the potential toxicity 

of abamectin to young stock.

Avoid using abamectin containing 

drenches (Matrix/Switch/Coopers 

Alliance) in the following scenarios

  Pre weaned lambs

  Lambs less than 20 kgs in weight.

  Dehydrated, weak or ill thrift young 

lambs

If drenching in any of these scenarios 

stick with Arrest or Scanda selenised as 

your best combination option. However 

as soon as lambs pass these milestones 

you can include the worm killing power 

of abamectin in your lamb drenching 

plan. 

And a note on selenium toxicity ……

In young lambs it is important to stick 

to prescribed selenium dosage. In 

selenised or hi mineral products there 

will be 1 dose of selenium included in 

each dose of the drench or vaccine. It 

is not safe to double dose selenium to 

lambs such as giving a selenised B12 

and a selenised oral drench. The risk of 

selenium poisoning to young stock is 

much greater than with older animals 

regardless of dose to weight ratio.

Yearling Cattle- Spring treatments

Young cattle will benefi t from a drench and a boost of B12 and selenium mid-

spring to maximize the growth rates as the grass comes away. There are 

several premium drenching options available at competitive prices throughout 

October. Talk to one of the veterinary team to discuss the best option for 

getting your cattle off to their best possible start in the spring.

  Scabby mouth prevention. If you’ve 

done it in the past or had scabby 

mouth at some stage then scratch 

lambs at tailing. The groin area is the 

best spot for this. Make a good solid 

cross and avoid drawing blood.

  Have some blue spray/tetravet 

powder and a bottle of penicillin 

handy for infections and general 

scrapes you fi nd along the way. Best 

to have it ready at the start otherwise 

the animal will soon get wisked off 

the production line without a second 

thought. 

  Are your lambs protected against 

clostridial disease? Did they receive 

pre-lamb 5 in1? If not then give lambs 

a shot of Lamb Vaccine at tailing to 

prevent tetanus.

Timely
Reminders

  Cows, heifers, and bulls should 

receive their BVD booster 

vaccination.

  Capacity testing of bulls should 

be carried out prior to mating.

  A selenium boost should be 

given to cattle prior to mating if 

not already administered.

  Scabine vaccination should be 

given to lambs at docking on 

infected properties.

  Clean out working dog bedding 

of fl eas and give a long acting 

fl ea treatment.

The tailing production line - good hygiene will minimise the risk of losses.
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To ensure your cow mating is as pro-
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to sire bulls. Most should have had 2 

shots prior to your purchase of them. 

Check with the stud breeder. 

Remember yearling bulls being sold 

into the dairy industry need to have 

a clear BVD antigen test and many re-

quire a 2 shot course of BVD prior to 

sale.


