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Mycoplasma bovis update and what to look out for
After attending the 
recent MPI meeting 
in Weston to a packed 
out hall there is 
obviously a real need 
for information and 
communication about 
what our area is doing 
about the M.bovis 
disease.

The concern for many is that there 
are a lot of cattle movements about to 
occur over the spring and summer as 
calves and store cattle are traded and 
service bulls are to go on and off dairy 
farms. What are the risks and what can 
we do to stop the spread? How can we 
protect and reassure the North Otago 
beef cattle businesses that are reliant 
on trading?
The disease Mycoplasma bovis doesn’t 
survive well outside of a cattle beast, so 
movement of infected cattle is the main 
way it is transferred. The expression of 
disease in infected animals is variable. 

Bulls and fattening stock may not 
show much if any signs of carrying the 
infection which is an issue with control. 
The main clinical signs to look out for 
might be:

  Front leg joint swelling and non-

weight bearing lameness.

  Calves: pneumonia, late term 

abortion, weak small calves born. 

Eye disease, brain and middle ear 

infections in neo-nates.

  Respiratory disease in adult cattle. 

  Mastitis: non-responsive, multi-

quarter mastitis in dairy cows is 

a main symptom that has been 

seen here. This is relevant for beef 

producers if trading carry-overs or 

cull dairy stock. 
If you see any suspicious clinical 
symptoms then call our veterinary team 
to check them out. It looks like we will 
get one shot at containing this thing, 
and we all have to do our bit over the 
next few months to ensure it doesn’t 

get spread around further without 
detection. MPI have protocols for testing 
on farms that have been confi rmed 
with it and are connected to the point 
source. They have tested thousands 
of samples already from surrounding 
and higher risk dairy farms. That said 
the wider farming community certainly 
has a responsibility for surveillance and 
notifying any suspect cases. 

  Make sure your NAIT recording of 
cattle movements are up to scratch.

  Report any suspicious symptoms to 
your local vet or MPI.

  Have a disinfection area/facility for 
contractors and vets to use when 
coming on and off property. 

  We need to work together positively. 
If you have a good suggestion for 
the control of this disease in your 
situation or area let MPI know. 
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Mycoplasma and Dairy Mating
We are fi elding many questions as we get closer to dairy mating about 

sourcing and testing bulls for M. bovis. Currently there are no commercial 

labs which can offer M bovis testing and MPI have said they will not receive 

or process any unsolicited samples as they are working at capacity to 

process surveillance samples.

B+LNZ Genetics Beef Progeny Test Field Days 
During the past two weeks, we’ve held 

field days at Caberfeidh Station in 

the Hakataramea Valley and Tautane 

Station on the North Island’s east 

coast. About 150 farmers, progeny 

test participants and industry 

supporters came along to hear Jason 

Archer (AbacusBio), Annie O’Connell 

and Max Tweedie (B+LNZ Genetics) 

discuss outcomes from the latest 

round of commercial recording. 

The most dramatic results to date 

are the high accuracy of the bulls’ 

estimated breeding values for growth. 

Despite the bulls’ calves being grown 

out on large commercial properties 

– some with challenging topography 

and climate – the young stock are 

growing at rates just below what the 

bulls’ breeding values predicted.

The message for commercial farmers 

is coming through loud and clear. If 

you want fast-growing young stock, 

then choose bulls with high estimated 

breeding values for growth.

The 18-month weight of the progeny 

reinforces the point and puts dollars 

against it. The animals ranged from 

407kg to 479kg – a 72kg difference. 

At $2.50/kg liveweight, the heavier 

calves are worth $180 more than 

the lightest. If a bull sires 150 calves 

through his working life, that’s up to 

$27,000 difference.

A second message to come through 

is the reliability of the breeding value 

for “days to calving”. Again, this is 

proving an accurate indicator for its 

trait – in this case, heifer conception 

date. Some farmers will be surprised 

to hear that heifer conception date is 

not related to any other traits. While 

body condition and fat are important 

for heifer fertility – because they 

allow the animal to realise her 

genetic potential – genetically 

selecting for rib or rump fat is not 

going to improve fertility.

Scabby Mouth
As tailing approaches so does the most practical opportunity to vaccinate against scabby mouth. Outbreaks observed in 
the past 12 months confi rm it is still present and extremely challenging and labour intensive to treat. 

  Scabby mouth infects animals through breaks in the skin resulting in raised red lesions and scabs.  Infections can occur 
anywhere on the body with the mouth, feet, udders and the poll of rams being 
very common. Lamb infection results in signifi cant effects on weight gains.

  Lambs are most susceptible over their fi rst summer so tailing is the most 

practical time to vaccinate. Don’t use the vaccine on farms that are free of 

the disease. 

  The best place to give the vaccination is the inside of the back leg unless fl y 

treatments are being used, in which case the inside of the front leg should be 
used. 

  The vaccine is given by scratching the skin but don’t scratch so fi rmly as to 
draw blood. A blue dye is added to the vaccine so you can see where it has been 
applied.

  Check the vaccination area of 20 lambs 7-10 days after vaccination to ensure 
that it has taken. A take is a raised whitish line surrounded by an area of 
infl ammation.

  Keep the vaccine in a fridge until it is used and only take enough for the day. 
During use keep it in a chilly bag and out of direct sunlight.

  As scabby mouth can infect humans (orf) don’t touch lesions or prick yourself 
with the vaccine.
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Healthy, productive animals are at the core of all 

sheep and cattle businesses, hence investing time in 

preventative animal health measures are well worth 

the exercise.

It is not always easy to fi nd a point in the cycle of 

farming to look up from the day to day tasks and map 

out your next seasons production and interventions. 

For the famers that do engage with our Veterinary 

team with a planned approach to animal health it 

provides re-assurance that they’ve got the engine 

room of their business and livelihood protected. 

Some interventions are insurance against loss and 

others are aimed at lifting production. Every farm 

and farmers attitude are different and we appreciate 

that when tailoring an individual animal health plan 

for each business. 

Cattle Losses
Bloat prevention is one 

example that I have been 

talking to beef farmers about 

recently. Rumensin 100 day 

bloat capsules are certainly 

an investment worth taking 

on this year for yearling and 

2 year-old cattle. The Lincoln 

Lucerne scientists will tell 

you that these capsules 

are the only reliable way 

to prevent cattle bloat on 

lucerne. They also improve 

feed conversion effi ciency 

by 7-15% which alone can 

make them a good option. 

Make sure the capsules are 

in for at least a week before 

exposing them to a “rocket 

fuel” feed. Similarly if the 

clover turns up this spring 

you want to have control 

measures well in-place 

before you fi nd one with 4 

stiff legs in the air. 

Provision of fi bre, 

salt and application 

of bloat oil are other 

measures to reduce 

bloat risk. Ask 

about the correct 

way to apply bloat 

oil to troughs and 

use bloat oil (peta) 

dispensers. 

The other sudden-

death syndrome 

is clostridial 

deaths. Boosting 

yearling cattle with 

clostridial vaccine 

(5in1 or 10in1) at 

this time of year (if you 

hadn’t already) is a prudent 

measure. Deaths to black leg 

are very preventable with a 

standard vaccine course. 

Spring Animal 
Health to Consider:
Worm control in yearling cattle is a 

hardly annual. Combination drench 

(Eclipse pour-on or injectable) or oral 

(Matrix mini dose) are good options. 

September and November are typical 

months to drench yearling cattle, 

depending on the type of pastures they 

are on. 

Top up with Selenium, Copper and B12 

levels prior to breeding. If you don’t 

know whether they need to supplement 

do some bloods to check. 

Johne’s Control in Ewes
Johne’s vaccination to replacement ewe hoggets - one vaccination for life-

time protection. 

Long Acting Drench Monitoring
The Veterinary Centre consistently does more monitoring 

of its long acting products in ewes than any other practice 

in New Zealand. National data suggests our situation 

is much better than other regions, but we cannot be 

complacent. Our Territory Managers will be following up on 

clients that have used capsules or long acting moxidectin 

(Cydectin LA or Exodus LA).

What to do:

Get a monitoring pack (plastic bags and a form)

Collect 10 samples for ewes that have been exposed to LA 

drench 60-80 days ago. 

Drop in into the clinic or get your Territory Manager to 

pick it up. 

New Product – 
Sprayfo is Back in 
Supply
The whey based milk replacer specifi c for lambs and kids 

was promoted and discussed at our recent lamb-rearing 

workshops and to our surprise our fi rst shipment sold out 

within a couple of weeks. The next consignment will be 

back in our shops again in the fi rst weeks of September. 

We have a comprehensive lamb rearing guide available 

for anybody wanting to improve the outcomes for orphan 

lambs. It is largely down to getting organised with a 

decent facility and system. To make lamb rearing “stack-

up” getting lambs onto meal (any quality calf meal) 

seems to be critical. This develops the rumen faster and 

per kg of energy, meal is 1/4 the price of milk replacer. 

A guide is that when lambs are eating 100g of meal per 

day you can drop out a milk feed 

(~400mL). When pet 

lambs are eating 200g 

of meal per day then 

they can be weaned (10-12kg 

liveweight) and remain on 

200-600g of meal per day 

for another month whilst on 

grass until 25kg liveweight. 

The trick once they are 

eating meal is to keep the 

hens, birds and adult sheep 

out of it!  

Product Update

Multine B12 has been recently released by MSD Coopers. 

It arrived in the marketplace almost simultaneously with 

the announcement from Bayer that their B12 vaccine, 

the Prolavax range, will no longer be produced following 

several years of unreliable supply. 

As the name suggest Multine B12 is simply the standard 5 

in 1 clostridial injection combined with a dose of Vitamin 

B12. Specifi cally there is 2mg of Vitamin B12  in each 2 

ml dose of vaccine (twice that in a standard lamb dose of 

injectable B12) and will last at least 30 days. 

The fi rst batch of Multine B12 which arrived in August 

is now sold out. The next batch is due in December. It is 

noted that Multine B12 has does not yet include a selenised 

range however it should compliment well a combination, 

hi mineral (selenium containing), oral drench.

Footvax

Footvax vaccine supply has been exhausted and the next 

shipment is due in late October and is expected to be 

available to clients November 1st.

CALF DE-BUDDING SERVICE
We offer a calf de-budding service, using a 
gas powered or electric dehorning iron and 
local anaesthetic to minimise discomfort to 

calves or checks to growth rates.

PLEASE BOOK IN CALF NUMBERS EARLY IF YOU 
WISH TO USE THIS SERVICE.

Book in batches of calves from 10 
days of age onwards

For cattle on rich clover or lucerne mixes a Rumensin capsule 

will not only prevent bloat but also maximise feed utilisation

If your farm is incurring > 1% losses to Johne’s in a ewe fl ock Gudair (Johne’s) 

vaccine can be justifi ed.  It is most commonly used in fi ne wool replacement 

ewe hoggets after shearing. This will prevent them shedding the bacteria 

and suffering from this wasting disease later in life. If you are noticing ewes 

“dropping off” at the back of 

the mob and are ill thrifty after 

a drench and are on decent 

feed, then Johne’s disease 

could be causing issues in your 

ewe fl ock. Correct and careful 

administration is required 

with this product. There is no 

longer any need to ear-mark 

vaccinated animals. 
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