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Dave Robertson (BVSc, 

BSc), 2nd from right 

and Neil Sanderson 

(Fossil Creek Angus), far 

left, joined a number of 

Australian Cattle Research 

Scientists in Albury as 

part of the Trans-Tasman 

beef productivity project.

December and January is the best time to 
set up your animal health plan for the year. 
Starting with a feacal egg count  reduction 
test is a great opportunity to review 
drenching practices. Our Veterinary 
Centre sheep and beef team of Michael 
Lilley, Angus Gibb, Bridget Roulston, Dave 
Robertson, Naomi Barrett and Luke Smyth 
already have a solid month of bookings for 
these. Don’t miss out! Put aside 100 lambs 
at weaning for an FECRT.
The Veterinary Centre involvement with 
the recent Trans-Tasman beef forum is an 
exciting area of research. Ewesnews will 

keep you up to date with this initiative.
Following on from work done in previous 
seasons the antibiotic treatment Micotil® 
has been approved in New Zealand to 
treat footrot. Veterinary Centre trial work 
completed in 2013 showed a 98% cure 
rate which was signifi cantly ahead of 
existing treatments. With this years’ wet 
spring, there will be increased pressure on 
footrot. The Veterinary Centre has already 
accumulated signifi cant experience on the 
use of Micotil® together with developing 
a planned, logical approach to lameness 
control.

Thank-you
The fi nal word for the year is 

reserved for you, our clients. 

Thank you for your custom and 

for choosing us as your Veterinary 

provider. From our Veterinarians, 

our clinic managers, our Territory 

Managers on the road and all of the 

Veterinary Centre team, it is our 

pleasure to be working with you 

and we wish you and your families 

a very safe and happy Christmas. 

Abortion storms were much more common before 

vaccination became the norm. Since the introduction of 

performance (or abortion) vaccines most abortion storms 

are prevented.

Whilst abortion storms are less frequent the risk clearly 

remains. Toxoplasmosis has been found on 100% of 

farms tested and campylobacter on 88% of farms tested. 

Despite the availability of effective vaccines our Blue Cross 

Veterinary Centre team investigate abortions every year 

in our district.  

Studies show farms using Toxovax lamb on average 3% 

higher than those which don’t. Campyvax users showed an 

increase in lambing percentage of 9%. These gains are on 

top of prevention of abortion storms occurring. 

ORDERING 
Your order form is included with this newsletter. Complete 

it and send this into your local Blue Cross Veterinary 
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Australian and New Zealand farmers 

and scientists at the recent Trans-

Tasman Beef Productivity Forum.

Is there value to 10-in-1 over 5-in-1 for your farm?
Many local farmers with valuable 

animals have been moving over to 

using Covexin 10 for their clostridial 

protection. Anecdotally, they have 

reported a reduction in ewe deaths since 

increasing their clostridial disease cover. 

A sudden death syndrome caused by 

two additional clostridial bacteria (that 

are covered in 10-in-1) is most likely 

responsible in older animals, while the 

extra protection provided against three 

more strains of the enterotoxaemia 

bacteria that are included in Covexin 10 

are likely to boost lamb survival in your 

fast growing premium lambs. 

The easiest way to move your animals 

over to Covexin 10 is to give replacement 

animals a sensitiser and booster as lambs 

and continue with an annual booster 

thereafter. Farmers most likely to benefi t 

from switching to Covexin 10 are those 

with particularly valuable animals, and 

those with animals at increased risk of 

developing clostridial disease (i.e. grazing 

crops). Call your Veterinary Centre Clinic 

and talk to your vet about whether the 

switch would be justifi ed on your farm.

How can we better predict future 
fertility outcomes in sale bulls? What 
measures have we got to pick the 
more fertile heifers? Are there physical 
traits in heifers that can predict future 
fertility outcome? 
These were some of the questions 
posed at the recent Trans-Tasman 
beef profi tability forum, for which the 
Veterinary Centre has been involved 
with research that may provide some 
of the answers. 
The ultimate goal is to improve the 
rate of genetic progress in the cow-
calf system by improving maternal 
performance, something every stud 
breeder and commercial farmer is 
interested in. 

One interesting bit of Australian work 
looked at whether live-weight, hip 
height, date of birth or rump fat has 
the greatest infl uence on when heifers 
start cycling. It appears that birth date 
and fat depth had the greatest infl uence 
on heifer reproduction. So you could 
assume that a) heifer calves born in 
the 1st month of calving have a much 
better chance of having productive 
lives within the herd and b) you can’t 
beat having them in good order going 
to the bull. 
One of the interesting things to come 
out of the heifer ovary work we’re 
doing is how few heifers are cycling 
prior to bull joining despite being fat 
and over target weight. The only herd 

that had most cycling pre-mating had 
been running a teaser bull with them… 
I look forward to discussing these and 
other beef performance issues this 
coming pregnancy testing season. 

Kurow

OmaramaOamaru Waimate

Palmerston

Merry Christmas from the Veterinary Centre administration staff . . .

RanfurlyGlenavy

Sheep Performance Vaccines

Centre to secure the product you need or ring the clinic. 

Remember Toxovax has tight shelf life requirements so 

planning and being organised is vital. You need to order 

at least 8 weeks before you intend to introduce the ram. 

You can place your order now and know it is done.

Toxo/campy orders can be sent in by email to 

oamaru@vet111.co.nz

CONGRATULATIONS to Tracey Crossan and her purebred Irish stallion, Trevalda Mountain Storm, that was 
named the all breeds supreme winner and recognised as one of fi ve outstanding exhibits at the recent Canterbury 
A&P Show in Christchurch. An outstanding result all the way from Ranfurly.



Effective Flystrike Prevention Following a Wet Spring - Dave Robertson BVSC, BSc B12 in the Growthy Wet Spring- Dave Robertson BVSC, BSc -  Naomi Barrett MAVSc

Fly strike in sheep is one of those 

things that is best to put the effort 

into prevention. Coming back from 

Christmas holidays to fi nd fl y blown 

lambs and ewes is very demoralising. 

Even a 50c piece size area of fl y strike 

can stop a ewe cycling for a month. In 

lambs the loss of growth, suffering and 

deaths along with the time dealing with 

the aftermath are enough for many 

to vow to get things sorted before 

Christmas next year…

The obvious measures are to ensure 

stock are clean and don’t get wormy. 

So crutching and regular effective 

drenching programme are essential 

pillars to preventing fl y.  

There are generally 3 waves of fl y 

pressure - the fi rst few appearing around 

December, then the second and bigger 

wave in mid-summer and the third wave 

mid-autumn.  This is important when 

planning your programme especially 

in relation to persistent activity and 

application time. 

Your fl y-lice programme for your sheep 

fl ock can be complex with the range 

of chemicals now available. There is 

a general move towards being more 

aware of chemical resistance and 

using these resources in a planned and 

sustainable way. 

The recent wet weather appears to have increased the number of ewes 

with dags this spring.

1. Spray-on treatments

Spray–on products are generally used 

for lambs at tailing or weaning where 

you don’t have a jetter/or shower dip. 

CLiK® spray-on at tailing has been 

a revolution for lamb fl y control, 

especially fi ne wool lambs giving 4-5 

months protection, but it does have 

longer meat with-hold which is not ideal 

for fattening lambs. Cyromazine-based 

spray ons, such as Vetrazin® or Cyrazin® 
are popular for cross-breds.

Mode of Delivery and Class of Stock
3. Early Strike

If early strike is already present or if 

increased potency is required then 

a combination product is advised. 

Cyrex®or Cyrazin-KO are good options. 

In addition to cyromazine (IGR) they 

also contain an instant kill chemical. 

Cyrex contains Spinosad, a widely used 

lice treatment with good kill of existing 

maggots. If you do repeatedly use 

spinosad at other times then Cyrazin-

KO could be considered. This contains 

ivermectin and has a claim for up to 

14 weeks fl y protection. Ivermectin 

does strip out of solution so is not 

considered for shower dips or where 

fl uid is recycled. 

There has been a bit of talk 
about lambs “not doing” 
this year, despite there being 
plenty of grass about. The 
reasons for sub-optimal 
performance can be attributed 
to low protein and sugar 
content of the feed offered, 
but also worm burdens and 
defi cient cobalt/B12 levels 
are likely to be involved with 
limiting lamb growth. 
The B12 in lambs is derived 
initially from milk supply and 
foetal stores. Hence if ewes 
have been low in B12 and not 

been supplemented pre-lamb, 
then their off-spring will soon 
be defi cient once the peak 
milk supply drops off. I have 
talked to a number of farmers 
who are B12’ing and drenching 
lambs before weaning when 
this has not been routine 
practice. 
How effective is short acting 
B12? In defi cient lambs it can 
make a signifi cant impact on 
growth in the 1st 14 days, but 
after 1 month if conditions 
have not changed they will 
have defi cient levels again. 

Sheep Measles - Lauren Strange BVSc (Veterinary Centre Waimate)

Longer acting B12 
supplementation is a good 
option for young sheep that 
are to be on-farm through the 
autumn. 
SMART SHOT B12 and 
SMART SHOT B12 + Selenium 
injectable is a very effective 
way of boosting levels for up 
to 6 months. A half dose will 
last 3 months, SMART SHOT 
B12 is popular with fi ne wool 
hoggets and keeper ewe 
lambs, especially those going 
to the ram and/or on irrigated 
properties.

Occasionally we hear of slaughter 
animals with sheep measles. These are 
hard white cysts found in the muscle 
tissue of sheep or goats. It is caused 
by the tapeworm (Cysticercus ovis). 
Although there is no associated human 
health risk, blemishes in the meat can 
result in a carcass being downgraded or 
condemned. 
The parasite requires both dogs and 
sheep to complete its life cycle. Dogs 
ingest the tapeworm (called Taenia ovis 
in dogs) in contaminated meat and then 
spread infection via eggs in the faeces. 
Sheep become contaminated after 
ingesting eggs as they graze. The eggs 
then penetrate the gut wall and move 
to the muscles of sheep where they 
form cysts.
CONTROL OF SHEEP MEASLES:
Regular worm treatment for dogs:

  Monthly treatment with a wormer 
containing Praziquantel (e.g. 
Droncit).

  Every third month this should 
be swapped for a treatment that 
contains ingredients active against 
other worms (e.g. Drontal).

  All dogs that enter the property 
should be treated (i.e. pets, friends 
& family, other visitors such as 
hunters).

  Join our worming programme and 
worm treatments will be posted out 
monthly. 

SAFE FEEDING OF SHEEP MEAT:
  Freezing is most practical:
  Core meat temperature should be 
reduced to at least -10 degrees C for 
10 days.

  Date meat when placing in the 
freezer so it is easily identifi ed.

  Offal also needs to be frozen if being 
fed to dogs. 

  Butcher fresh carcasses away from 
dogs so they cannot access fresh 
meat. 

  Don’t let dogs scavenge on sheep 
carcasses. 

Ram ‘Warrant of Fitness’ Bridget Roulston BVSc

A premating examination is an important part of any sheep breeding 

operation. Get your rams up to speed for the upcoming mating season, 

by not just palpating for soundness but giving 

them a comprehensive WoF. The visit provides 

a great chance to have an on farm discussion 

with your vet regarding your animal health 

needs for the year. 

  Palpate rams for soundness

  Blood test suspect rams for Brucella Ovis
  Treat rams with scrotal mange  

  Inspect feet – trim and treat lameness

  Vaccinate with 5-in-1 or 10-in-1 

  Vasectomise any teaser rams

  Discuss the annual animal health plan for 

your stock

  Vaccinate working dogs

Trent Spittle of Quailburn 
Station, routinely uses 
Smartshot plus selenium 
on lambs. He likes the 
convenience and is convinced 
his stock respond to the 
sustained supplementation.

Senior Vet Nurse Jo Topping dosing Clyde 
for Ovis

There are of course many other fi ner 
points to discuss with a veterinarian 
around a fl y prevention programme. 
The main thing is to make some 
time to discuss a programme and 
get the right chemical on before the 

fi rst wave of fl y pressure hits. 

2. Jetting treatments 

Jetting can work out cheaper, faster 

and achieves full body coverage. 

Effectiveness depends on the amount 

and volume applied. Chemical does 

not work in dags. Single active IGR 

chemicals such as Zenith® and Cyrazin® 
have claims of up to 12 weeks. These 

only work as preventatives and do not 

kill existing strike. Checking to ensure 

animals are saturated to the skin is 

important. 
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