
Ewes News

October 2016

Veterinary Centre Oamaru Ph 03-434 5666
Veterinary Centre Waimate Ph 03-689 7213 
Veterinary Centre Palmerston Ph 03-465 1291
Veterinary Centre Glenavy Ph 03-689 8118
Veterinary Centre Kurow Ph 03-436 0567
Veterinary Centre Omarama Ph 03-438 9868
Veterinary Centre Ranfurly Ph 03-444 1020

Cattle Embryo Transplanting 
- Dave Robertson BVSC, BSc

With October already upon us  the 
stags will have cast their buttons and 
some of the early stags will be ready to 
have their velvet harvested.

When velvetting stags we need to 
remember it is considered to be a 
minor  surgical procedure.
Maintaining animal welfare and 
hygiene standards during velvetting 
has a direct economic benefi ts through 
enabling continued market access for 
velvet products.
One area where a number of velveters 
are coming up short is the handling 
of the velvet after removal. Velvet is 
still an expensive food commodity, at 
about $100 a kilogram it is many times 
more expensive than a kilogram of 
back strap. (Pity we don’t get the $300 
a kilogram that we did a decade or 
more ago). After cutting off the velvet 
it needs to be placed cut end up in 
a clean container or plastic bag. Too 
often the velvet is placed on the fl oor. 

The velvet must be tagged and placed 
in a special dedicated freezer. The GIB 
requires the freezer only to be used for 
velvet and not for storing dog food at 
the same time as the velvet.
Annual supervisory visits for 
accreditated velveters need to 
be completed by the middle of 
December. Ideally we need to be 
doing supervisory visits early in the 
season rather than waiting to the 
end. If there are any issues it makes 
sense to get them corrected at the 
start of the season. For the velveter 
it ensures the visit is complete and 
processed, allowing them to focus 
on other important farming tasks 
such as the tricky issue of what to 
get the wife for Christmas this year.
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For the last 3 years the Veterinary 
Centre has been involved with Neil 
and Rose Sanderson’s Embryo transfer 
business, Advanced Genetics. In that 
time several hundred cattle embryos 
(from bucking bronchos to Wagyus and 
everything else in between) have been 
harvested and relocated around New 
Zealand and the world. 
Neil has been in the ET business for 
over 30 years and has been involved 
with the improvement of many top 
dairy and beef herds. 
Embryo transfer is a process where 
one cow can have multiple fertilised 
embryos collected from one super 
ovulation. These embryos can either be 
transferred directly into other cows to 

carry the pregnancy, or stored in liquid 
nitrogen for later implantation. 
It is an ideal way to amplify up the 
infl uence of good female lines in your 
herd, with the prospect of getting 
more than her life-times production 
of progeny on the ground in 1 year. 
There is always variability of responses 
to the process. The average is for 6 
transferable embryos per donor fl ush 
but you get cows that can produce 15 
- 20+. 
If you are interested in elite genetics, 
wanting to start a new cattle venture 
or re-invigorate an old one, then an ET 
programme could be worth exploring. 
Talk to myself or Neil about what is 
involved. Neil & Rose in the lab sorting embryos

With the dry mild spring 
conditions, reports of 
very good lamb survival 
rates are out there. It 
is amazing that when 
you remove wet and/or 
muddy conditions from 
the lambing equation, 

things like watery mouth, navel ill and 
general peri-natal death are a non-
event. 
With respect to animal health this 
October, those cross-bred farmers 
standing in the tailing pen might 
consider the following:
1. Feeding - now that the ewes are over 

peak lactation are these twin lambs 
getting enough quality feed to grow 
at 300g/day until weaning? It is 
usually a legume (clover or lucerne) 
that drives top lamb growth rates 
from 4-10weeks of age.

2. What is the parasite challenge in 
these paddocks? If the ewes haven’t 
had a long acting drench, perhaps 
the lambs might benefi t from a pre-
weaning /weaning drench. Tailing at 
4-6 weeks of age is too soon for a 
lamb drench. If ewes have had long 
acting drenches take the opportunity 
to collect 10 samples from ewes to 
check egg counts.

3. Mineral boost to lambs- Some 
properties are low in cobalt and if 
ewes have not had a boost of B12 pre-

lamb, it can be of benefi t to top-up 
B12 levels at tailing in lambs before 
they become defi cient.

4. Who wants to be chasing fl y pre-
weaning? The best fl y protection 
product to apply at tailing is Clik, 
especially for fi ne wool. It gives 4-5 
months protection. Clik has a 35 day 
meat with-hold for cross-breds and 
56 days for fi ne wool. A shorter with-
hold product is Vetrazin spray-on.

5. Scabby mouth - The biggest being 
prevention with good vaccination 
is better than cure. And checking 
“takes” 10 days 
later is very 
important.

6. Have some blue 
s p ra y/ t e t ra v e t 
powder and a bottle 
of penicillin handy 
for infections and 
general scrapes 
you fi nd along the 
way. Best to have 
it ready at the 
start otherwise the 
animal will soon 
get whisked off 
the production line 
without a second 
thought. 

7. Did ewes receive 
pre-lamb 5 in1? 
If not then give 

lambs a shot of Lamb Vaccine at 
tailing to prevent tetanus. You can 
give the fi rst multine dose at lambing 
as a sensitizer and then a booster at 
weaning.

Dave Robertson 
BVSC, BSc
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New Zealand farm systems use 

very little antibiotics compared with 

overseas, housed animal models. 

However, it is sometimes worthwhile 

reminding ourselves of the value of 

modern medicines to ourselves and 

animals. 

The introducing of penicillin to society 

in the post WWII era was a revolution 

for human and animal health. What 

are now simple procedures were life 

threatening or not possible 60 years 

ago. Emergence of antibiotic resistance 

is a reality and we know the risk factors 

that encourage it. So examining our 

habits around its prescription, use and 

application is justifi ed.  

My message to farmers is 

  Get a diagnosis. It has become a 

pattern of behaviour that we just 

“cover it with antibiotics” just in 

case or for lack of any other option. 

Diagnosis is not always straight 

forward, but veterinary involvement, 

either on-farm or even over the 

phone should be sorted before 

treatment if unsure. 

  Use the correct dose. For example, 

Antibiotic use in production animals - Dave Robertson BVSC, BSc

for penicillin the standard label dose 

is not always appropriate and needs 

to be higher. 

  Do a full course of treatment. One 

dose is often inadequate to clear 

an infection. This shortened course 

is a real risk factor for bacterial 

resistance to emerge. Treat for “ two 

days passed clinical resolution” is a 

standard line. There are a wide range 

of antibiotics that have different 

dose intervals ranging from 12 hours 

to 12 days. 

  Check expiry date. 

  Explore other options and/or 

prevention measures

For example, conditions like footrot, 

there are things that you can do 

around troughing and inspection of 

the infection that will to improve the 

effi cacy of your antibiotic treatment 

or even reduce the numbers needing 

treatment. 

Illnesses that require antibiotics 

will always occur, but many have 

a preventable aspect to explore. 

Veterinary involvement is always 

worthwhile. 

Just a reminder of our free 
delivery service. 

Orders made before  10am - 
delivery that day. 

Orders phoned in after 10am – 
delivery the following day.

Gerard and Stuart Weir run a stud 

and commercial fl ock of Perendale/

Finn/Texel ewes near Waipiata. Since 

changing from Mid-Micron sheep 12 

years ago they have found the sheep 

to perform well on the property. The 

opportunity to purchase the stud a few 

years ago has given the opportunity 

to further the genetic potential of 

the breed with a strong focus on 

performance, confi rmation and 

constitution. 

With lambing well underway tailing is the 

next job on the horizon. Lambs will get 

Scabiguard and Clik for fl y prevention. 

treatment as it ensures fl y protection 

through until after weaning. “We have 

a lot of lambs going for processing 

around weaning so it takes the pressure 

off not having to worry about dipping 

lambs until a few weeks later” Gerard 

says. “It has been a tough winter with 

low pasture covers, but spring has been 

mild so far so lambing is going well”.

Gerard Weir with his stud ewes and lambs.

Michael Lilley BVSc 
Veterinary Centre 

Ranfurly

Lambing Animal Health 
in the Maniototo

No scabby mouth vaccine was given 

for the last few years but Gerard found 

infections increased last year which he 

puts down to dry conditions leading the 

lambs to seek feed in tougher areas. 

With the potential to be summer dry he 

doesn’t want scabby mouth preventing 

getting as many lambs away at weaning 

as possible. Lambs get Clik for fl y 

We always need to challenge what we 

are doing with our livestock practices 

and look for effi ciencies. Our habits 

around antibiotic use are an important 

area to evaluate not just for the future 

health of animals but also for human 

populations. 

We have a 3 tiered system of prescribing 

prescription drugs. Over the counter, 

annual prescription renewal and specifi c 

condition veterinary consultation. I 

hope as farmers you understand our 

need for these processes and you are 

not unduely inconvenienced when 

requesting antibiotics.

BVD
Enough talk, its time for ACTION
NOW IS THE TIME TO BOOST YOUR HERD WITH BVD VACCINE. 

It is not too late to start a program with your heifers that will need two 

shots prior to mating. 

BVD infection is on most beef farms

BVD affects in-calf rates by 5- 15%. It can cause ill-thrift in young 

stock. 

Please talk to your 

Veterinary Centre 

Vet about a control 

or eradication 

program for your 

herd this spring.

Kids and Lambs Photo Competition Winners

Molly and Kate Malcolm taking lamb 

care to the next level

Logan Dodd pictured with his new best 

friend “Blackie”.

Lily Rose and Ben Enya and Arwen O’Donnell caring for little ones at tailing

Jack Ambler and Norman the lamb
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