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Mooznews

Intermediate Calculated 
Minerals for Cows
For those farmers who are looking to trim costs, we have introduced an 

intermediate mix, which still retains some of the key benefi ts of our Premium 

mix.

We envisage our Premium/Intermediate mix to be used over the crucial 

calving/mating periods.

Current costs per cow (GST excl) - Premium   5.8 cents

 - Intermediate 3.7 cents

 - Standard   2.2 cents

Contact your TM or prime vet to discuss formulation details.

A further 8% discount is available for season orders. The CMC’s are dropped 

onto farm for you, and charged on a monthly basis.
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CALF DE-BUDDING SERVICE
$5.20 GST excl ($5.98 incl)

We offer a calf de-budding service, 
using a gas powered or electric 

dehorning iron and local anaesthetic 
to minimise discomfort to calves or 

checks to growth rates.

PLEASE BOOK IN CALF NUMBERS EARLY 
IF YOU WISH TO USE THIS SERVICE.
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On Farm Service
Calving can be a very busy (in fact usually hectic!) time of the year, where we 

try to provide our clients with a high quality professional veterinary service.

When calls are booked in, please give us all the available information:

  Where is the call – farm or run off?

  When will staff be available?

  What condition is the animal in?

  Make sure we have your cell-phone number.

If we have not arrived on time, please give the clinic a call – we may have been 

trying to contact you.

80% of all reactive animals health 

expenditure on a dairy farm occurs 

in the fi rst 30 days post – calving. A 

good proportion of this disease can be 

reduced through good transition cow 

management.  If this is achieved cows 

will have good immunity, a healthy 

appetite, minimised BC loss and a low 

milk fever risk. One area which is often 

overlooked is the impact that poor 

transition can have on subsequent 

reproductive performance.

The “Day 3 Tracecheck”, is our clinic’s 

testing programme which measures 

both trace elements responsible for 

cow immune function, current macro-

element status for milk fever and NEFA 

(Non-Estifi ed Fatty Acids). The amount 

of NEFA present post-calving serves as 

an indicator of how quickly cows are 

mobilising body condition. NEFA levels 

may be minimised by good transition 

practice and also ensuring that cows 

do not calve too fat – i.e. greater than 

BCS 5.0-5.5.

Overseas studies have shown a 

direct negative relationship with high 

NEFA’s and subsequent reproductive 

performance. Circulating NEFA post-

calving is incorporated into follicles 

on the ovary; follicles exposed to high 

levels are less viable post-conception. 

A Vet Centre Study conducted two 

seasons ago looked for this relationship 

between NEFA and reproduction in our 

local herds. 387 cows were tested from 

44 herds on Day 3 post calving. Cows 

were grouped into thirds according to 

the measured NEFA level and their 3 

and 6 week in-calf rates measured. The 

results below speak for themselves!

If pursuing blood testing Day 3 

colostrum cows, we suggest you 

book this in as soon as you have 10 

mature cows calved on the same 

day. These are then blood tested and 

results notifi ed ASAP. This allows 

time for subtle management changes 

to be made before too many more 

cows have calved. Sampling must be 

done between Monday and Thursday 

inclusive. Contact you prime vet for 

further details or information on best 

practice transition.

How has the fi rst part of calving gone 

with respect to mastitis? The easiest 

way to answer this is to count the 

number of cases of mastitis you have 

treated to date and divide by the 

number of cows in the milkers.

Number of cases of mastitis / number 

of cows in the milkers = ???

If the number you get is less than 0.1 

then it is likely you have been able 

to successfully manage the high risk 

period for getting new infections (i.e. 

immediately around calving). 

If the number you get is greater than 

0.1 then now is the time to examine 

what changes can be made to reduce 

the number of infections you have to 

Recording 
mastitis
If you treat a cow or heifer for mastitis 

but use two drugs e.g. Intracillin MC 

and Metacam, make sure that when you 

record the event in MINDA you record 

the diagnosis (Mastitis Clinical) against 

only one of the drugs. If you don’t you 

will artifi cially infl ate the number of 

mastitis cases recorded, both for the 

farm and for the cow. With increasing 

usage of mastitis data to make decisions 

regarding dry cow treatments and 

culling it is important to get the data as 

accurate as possible.

For the same reason if you elect to 

extend therapy say from 3 to 6 tubes, 

for the second lot of 3 tubes don’t 

record a diagnosis in MINDA, it is the 

same case.

deal with for the rest of the herd yet to 

calve. Questions to ask are 

  Is it the heifers or mixed age cows 

affected most?

  Where are the bugs likely to be 

coming from?

  What factors could be making the 

cows susceptible to infection?

  How clean are the calving paddocks?

Most changes that can be made 

won’t cost dollars but are usually 

management or system changes.

Just a reminder of our free delivery service. Orders made 
before 10am  - delivery that day. Orders phoned in after 10am 

– delivery the following day.



Diagnosis and Treatment of Endometritis
These cows typically have a creamy 

pussy discharge when ‘Metrichecked’ 

and may outwardly look to be in good 

health. Even just a few fl ecks of pus 

on a ‘Metricheck’ device indicate 

that infection is present. The longer 

these second stage infections remain 

undetected the greater the chance the 

cow will become infertile.

Long standing uterine infections cause 

permanent uterine scarring. Recent 

trials have shown that those cows 

treated 1-3 weeks post calving have far 

better reproductive results than cows 

treated 4-8 weeks post calving. 

The majority of uterine infections 

will have become undetectable 4 

weeks post calving, even when using 

a ‘Metricheck’ device. The infection 

however remains present deep inside 

the uterus. These ‘hard to detect’ 

cows still have very poor fertility. Early 

checking will considerably increase the 

chance of fi nding these ‘dirty’ cows.

All ‘At Risk’ cows (RFM’s, dead calvings, 

assisted callings, vaginal discharge, 

twins) should be treated with a 

‘Metricure’, 2-4 weeks post calving.

The rest of the herd should be 

‘Metrichecked’ 10 - 28 days post calving. 

Careful planning must be done to 

ensure calving groups can be identifi ed 

for checking. A sensible rational would 

be to identify cows calving up to the 

mid point and ‘Metricheck’ these 1-2 

weeks after this date – e.g. August the 

25th. The third quarter to calve is then 

marked again and checked 3 weeks 

later on about the 10th of September 

and the fi nal quarter around another 

3-4 weeks later on about the 5th of 

October.

Metricheck devices may be purchased 

or lent or you may use your vet to detect 

and treat during the same milking.

Withhold 
Periods on 
Bobby Calves

  Calves will have the same 

meat withhold as their dam if 

the dam was treated with an 

antibiotic while pregnant.

  Bobby calves mistakenly fed 

antibiotic milk, must be fed 

clean milk for a further seven 

days before being eligible for 

slaughter.

  Bobby calves may drink milk 

from cows treated with DCT 

provided they are outside of 

the cow’s milk withhold period.

  Never intentionally give bobby 

calves oral antibiotics (e.g. 

Scourban/Tetravet) unless you 

intend to follow through the 

meat withhold.

Salmonella Brandenburg abortions 

were fi rst seen in sheep in mid-

Canterbury back in 1996. Since then 

a cyclical pattern has been seen, 

with outbreaks mainly in Otago and 

Southland. Cases in cattle have been 

sporadically seen, but recently we have 

seen a concerning trend of increasing 

numbers, culminating in around fi ve of 

our farms this year having confi rmed 

Brandenburg abortions in their cattle. 

The aborting cows typically present as 

off-colour for 1-3 days before calving 

a rotten calf (often with assistance). 

Salmonella brandenburg – abortions in cattle
These have been up to 50 days early, 

and many of the cows aren’t coming 

into milk. Scouring and death can also 

occur, and scours can also occur in 

calves. Salmonella is highly zoonotic 

(contagious to humans) so good 

hygiene should be maintained in any 

cases with suspicious signs. Individually 

affected cows should be treated with 

oxytetracyclines, anti-infl ammatories, 

and fl uids. Aborting animals will shed 

high numbers of bacteria, so are an 

important source of transfer and 

environmental contamination.

Transfer of Salmonella Brandenburg 

onto new farms is likely to occur in one 

of three ways. 

  Firstly infected cows can become non-

clinical latent shedders. Purchase of 

these latent shedders can bring the 

disease onto your farm.

  Secondly environmental 

contamination of pasture/ yards/ 

waterways/ trucks can lead to 

transfer. Salmonella is likely to last 

just 1 week in bright, exposed, sunny 

conditions, but can last between 4 

months to 2 years in covered areas 

(including cattleyard dust). 

  Finally it is thought that that 

scavenger birds (such as seagulls) 

can transfer the bacteria between 

properties. 

One of the main control measures 

currently being used is vaccination with 

Salvexin+B, along with picking up dead 

calves, reducing stress, and avoiding 

areas of high contamination (including 

cleaning trailers etc). Because 

Brandenburg is an emerging disease 

there is no research into vaccination 

in the face of an outbreak, however 

anecdotally it has been reported to 

decrease the incidence of abortions and 

death. The majority of interventions 

have had no ill effect on the cows, 

however there has been one incidence 

of downer cows post-vaccination so 

any decision to vaccinate should be 

discussed fully with your veterinarian to 

weigh up the pros and cons. As with any 

disease, vaccination prior to exposure is 

better than in the face of an outbreak, 

so future vaccination programmes will 

need to be implemented on at-risk 

farms. 

If you are seeing any similar cases 

contact your prime vet to make a plan 

for diagnosis and control. 

The practice has seen another 7 cases of humeral fractures in heifers around 

calving, with 5 cases occurring on one farm this spring that had not previously 

had issues last season.

All heifers had a sudden non weight bearing lameness in their front leg.

This was a signifi cant issue on many local dairy farms last season and appears 

to be also occurring in both the Waikato and Manawatu.

Researchers who have been following the cases suspect that Copper defi ciency 

and growth checks in calves and heifers may be part of the underlying fracture 

cause. Copper is required for the cross linking of collagen and elastin fi brils. 

Low Copper levels can lead to increased bone fragility and fractures.

If you suspect a heifer may have a fractured Humerus contact one of the 

Veterinary Centre team, who can confi rm the diagnosis and implement a 

preventative program.

Humeral � acture update

  Are all your new (and old) staff 
milking the cows correctly?

  Do they all understand the 
importance of the job they do?

  Do all milkers understand that 
how they milk the cows will affect 
the number of cases of mastitis 
you have to treat?

  We can, in half an hour prior to 
afternoon milking explain to your 
staff 

  how, and why, cows should be 
milked correctly, 

  what normal teats look like 
  how to fi nd mastitis. 

  We then follow this up with 
observing what the team do in 
“real life” and changing any bad 
habits.

On Farm 
Staff Training 
Modules
The Veterinary Centre is offering 

two new farm staff training 

modules. These modules, ‘Calf 

Rearing – From Pick-Up to Paddock’ 

and ‘Animal Health – The Hands-

on Approach’ will be run on farm, 

and moulded to suit the needs of 

your individual farm. Remember – 

around 30% of workers on dairy 

farms this season will not have put 

cups on a cow before.

These modules represent a sound 

investment in your farming season. 

Contact us to have one of our 

experienced vets to deliver one 

or both of these modules on your 

farm to your staff, with your stock.

Welcome 
Myles Dally

During the winter we welcomed 

Myles as our Territory Manager 

for the Glenavy/Waimate area, to 

replace Tineke who we farewelled. 

Myles is passionate about providing 

excellent technical support for 

the farmers in his area. He has hit 

the ground running and brings an 

experienced rural background to 

this position.

Sta�  training 
in mastitis
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