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Most of you will be well into calving by 

the time you read this and the majority 

of heifers will have calved. Take the 

time to have a quick tally up of how 

much mastitis you have had to date. If 

it is greater than 6 cases per 100 cows 

calved take some time to think about 

what could be changed for the cows yet 

to calve.

  Can the cows calve in a cleaner or 

drier paddock? (less than 2 cow pats 

per m2)

  Are all newly calved cows milked 

within 24 hours?

  Can the springer mob be teat sprayed 

3 times a week?

  Have the heifers been on concrete 

prior to calving?

  If the cows are dripping then milk 

them

  Is there too much udder oedema?

  Are the heifers letting their milk 

down?

  Avoid over milking

  Is the teat spray recipe being 

followed?

  Is the teatspray getting onto the teat 

ends?

  What is skin condition of the teats 

like?

  Is the exit track well drained?

Actively manage the risk of inhibitory 

substance grades (antibiotics in the 

milk). No one needs that avoidable cost. 

  Double check the milk WHP on cows 

that have slipped or calved earlier 

than predicted.

  Make sure all staff know and follow 

your routine for Marking, Recording, 

Separating, and only once the vat 

is disconnected Treating.

  Make sure that any remaining dry 

cow tubes are not stored in the 

milking shed’s drug cabinet.  Remove 

these to avoid all chance of one 

getting inserted in a milking cow.

  Have a system everyone knows to 

make sure cows don’t leave the 

colostrum mob too early (and without 

being checked for mastitis either).

CALF DE-BUDDING SERVICE
$5.20 GST excl ($5.98 incl)

We offer a calf de-budding service, 
using a gas powered or electric 

dehorning iron and local anaesthetic 
to minimise discomfort to calves or 

checks to growth rates.

PLEASE BOOK IN CALF NUMBERS EARLY 
IF YOU WISH TO USE THIS SERVICE.

Fine Tuning Optimal Performance

Impact of NEFA on Three and Six Week In-Calf Rates. 

A Veterinary Centre Study – 44 Herds, 400 Blood Samples

75% of all reactive animal health 
expenditure on a dairy farm occurs 
in the fi rst 30 days post – calving. A 
good proportion of this disease can be 
reduced through good transition cow 
management.  If this is achieved cows 
will have good immunity, a healthy 
appetite, minimised BC loss and a low 
milk fever risk. One area which is often 
overlooked is the impact that poor 
transition can have on subsequent 
reproductive performance.

The “Day 3 Tracecheck”, is our clinic’s 
testing programme which measures 
both trace elements responsible for 
cow immune function, current macro-
element status for milk fever and NEFA 
(Non-Estifi ed Fatty Acids). The amount 
of NEFA present post-calving serves 
as an indicator of how quickly cows 
are mobilising body condition. NEFA 
levels post-calving may be minimised 
by good transition practice (i.e. – by 
placing cows in slight negative energy 
balance for 10-14 days pre-calve) and 
also ensuring that cows do not calve 
too fat – i.e. greater than BCS 5.0-5.5.

Overseas studies have shown a 
direct negative relationship with high 
NEFA’s and subsequent reproductive 
performance. Circulating NEFA post-
calving is incorporated into follicles 
in the ovary. Eggs within follicles are 
exposed to high levels are less viable 
post-conception. 

A Vet Centre Study conducted two 
seasons ago looked for this relationship 
between NEFA and reproduction in our 
local herds. 387 cows were tested from 
44 herds on Day 3 post-calving. Cows 
were grouped into thirds according to 
the measured NEFA level and their 3 
and 6 week in-calf rates measured. The 
results below speak for themselves!

If pursuing blood testing Day 3 
colostrum cows, we suggest you book 
this in as soon as you have 10 mature 
cows calved on the same day. These 
are then blood tested and results 
notifi ed ASAP. A further alternative 
is to blood test springer cows at 5-10 
days pre-calve to establish if the cows 
are in the desired slight negative 
energy balance. Early testing allows 
time for subtle management changes 
to be made before too many more 
cows have calved. Sampling must be 
done between Monday and Thursday 
inclusive. Contact you prime vet for 
further details or information on best 
practice transition.

For the cases of mastitis that you do 
get, make sure that all your sta�  know 
the procedures you want followed, to 
maximise the cure rate and minimise 
the risk of inhibitory substances grades. 
We recommend you follow MRS T:
• M: mark the cow and quarter – red 

paint is cheap, grades aren’t.
• R: record the case on the white 

board or better still directly into 
Protrack or MINDA etc.

• S: separate the cow – don’t treat 
during milking, draft her out. 
Treat only after the vat has been 
disconnected.

• T: the � nal thing to do is treat her.

Most of you will now be aware that 
Mastalone is no longer available. We 
have other options available so if you 
have been a Mastalone user please 
discuss options with your Prime Vet.

We envisage our Premium/Intermediate 

mix to be used over crucial calving/mating 

periods. Current costs per cow (GST excl, 

and including 8% discount for commitment 

to season orders)  - Premium 3.9 cents; 

Intermediate 2.93 cents; standard 1.89 

cents. Contact your TM or Prime Vet to 

discuss formulation details.

On Farm Service
Calving can be a very busy (in fact usually hectic!) time of the year, where we 

try to provide our clients with a high quality professional veterinary service.

When calls are booked in, please give us all the available information:

  Where is the call – farm or run off?

  When will staff be available?

  What condition is the animal in?

  Make sure we have your cell-phone number.

If we have not arrived on time, please give the clinic a call – we may have been 

trying to contact you.

  Our own trial work has shown infective larvae 
at signifi cant levels on dairy farms in our 
district in spring.

  The most effi cient use of Eprinex is around 
peak lactation – peak pressure on cow, peak 
hatch of larvae on pasture, and peak time to 
contribute to KPI’s.

  Eprinex is the only product with persistent 
activity, with trial data to show improved 
reproduction rates in New Zealand.
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SMCO Toxicity Cases
Recently in Waimate we have diagnosed 

SMCO toxicity in yearlings on three 

different properties. SMCO is a sulphur-

containing compound found in all 

brassicas. A similar compound is found 

in onions. SMCO itself is not toxic, but 

bacteria in the rumen convert it into a 

toxic compound (dimethyl disulphide), 

which is subsequently absorbed by and 

destroys red blood cells.

Concentrations of SMCO increase 

as the plant matures, with high 

concentrations being found in 

fl owering heads and seeds. Short days 

and decreasing temperatures have also 

been found to increase SMCO content 

in crops. Severely stressed plants may 

also have increased levels. In our cases, 

we believe drought-stressed kale crops 

are the cause. In 2007, vets in our 

practice also saw SMCO toxicity in ewes 

grazing drought-stressed kale crops. 

Signifi cant numbers of deaths occurred 

in these cases.

Affected animals can present in a 

number of ways, depending upon the 

concentration of SMCO and duration 

of feeding. The current cases reported 

“weak looking yearlings” that were “not 

eating”, “wobbly”, and “frothing at the 

mouth”. Sudden death, red-coloured 

urine, weakness, lethargy, pale/yellow-

coloured gums, general ill-thrift and 

diarrhoea are all possible. Additionally, 

the high concentrations of sulphur 

in SMCO can result in destruction of 

thiamine (B1) in the rumen, leading to 

blindness (polioencephalomalacia). 

Disease generally occurs after 1-3 

weeks of feeding, especially if the crop 

makes up a large proportion of the diet. 

Heavily pregnant and recently calved 

cows are most susceptible, but 

sheep and deer can also be 

affected. Diagnosis is based 

on history plus blood tests 

to evaluate the PCV (packed 

cell volume), a measure of the 

number of red blood cells. 

The only available treatment for 

severely affected animals is a 

blood transfusion to restore the 

red blood cells to a normal level. 

These animals are likely to remain ill-

thrifty for many weeks. With high-risk 

crops i.e. drought stressed, or over-

mature where SMCO toxcity has been 

diagnosed in stock, brassicas should 

make up less than 25% of the total DM 

intake. Feeding a fi bre source (such as 

hay or poor-quality grass) prior to kale 

feeding can reduce the risk of gorging, 

especially during the transition period.  

  Are all your new (and old) staff 
milking the cows correctly?

  Do they all understand the 
importance of the job they do?

  Do all milkers understand that 
how they milk the cows will affect 
the number of cases of mastitis 
you have to treat?

  We can, in half an hour prior to 
afternoon milking explain to your 
staff 

  how, and why, cows should be 
milked correctly, 

  what normal teats look like 
  how to fi nd mastitis. 

  We then follow this up with 
observing what the team do in 
“real life” and changing any bad 
habits.

Sta�  training 
in mastitis

Diagnosis and Treatment of Endometritis
These cows typically have a creamy 

pussy discharge when ‘Metrichecked’ 

and may outwardly look to be in good 

health. Even just a few fl ecks of pus 

on a ‘Metricheck’ device indicate 

that infection is present. The longer 

these second stage infections remain 

undetected the greater the chance the 

cow will become infertile.

Long standing uterine infections cause 

permanent uterine scarring. Recent 

trials have shown that those cows 

treated 1-3 weeks post calving have far 

better reproductive results than cows 

treated 4-8 weeks post calving. 

The majority of uterine infections will 

have become undetectable 4 weeks post 

calving, even when 

using a ‘Metricheck’ 

device. The infection 

however remains 

present deep 

inside the uterus. 

These ‘hard to detect’ cows still have 

very poor fertility. Early checking will 

considerably increase the chance of 

fi nding these ‘dirty’ cows.

All ‘At Risk’ cows (RFM’s, dead calvings, 

assisted callings, vaginal discharge, 

twins) should be treated with a 

‘Metricure’, 2-4 weeks post calving.

The rest of the herd should be 

‘Metrichecked’ 10 - 28 days post calving. 

Careful planning must be done to 

ensure calving groups can be identifi ed 

for checking. A sensible rational would 

be to identify cows calving up to the 

mid point and ‘Metricheck’ these 1-2 

weeks after this date – e.g. August the 

25th. The third quarter to calve is then 

marked again and checked 3 weeks 

later on about the 10th of September 

and the fi nal quarter around another 

3-4 weeks later on about the 5th of 

October.

Metricheck devices may be purchased 

or lent or you may use your vet to detect 

and treat during the same milking.

Withhold 
Periods 
on Bobby 
Calves

  Calves will have 
the same meat 
withhold as their 
dam if the dam 
was treated with 
an antibiotic while 
pregnant.

  Bobby calves 
mistakenly fed 
antibiotic milk, 
must be fed clean 
milk for a further 
seven days before 
being eligible for 
slaughter.

  Bobby calves may 
drink milk from 
cows treated with 
DCT provided they 
are outside of the 
cow’s milk withhold 
period.

  Never intentionally 
give bobby calves 
oral antibiotics (e.g. 
Scourban/Tetravet) 
unless you intend 
to follow through 
the meat withhold.

Dropped Hock Outbreak 

Over the last month we have seen an 

outbreak of an uncommon condition 

called dropped hock or sciatic palsy 

on one of our dairy farms. This is 

a new condition of unknown cause 

that has only been recognised in 

New Zealand since 2011. It 

affects rising 2 or rising 3 

year old animals just prior 

to calving. In this case they 

were all rising 2 year olds. 

The heifers go from having 

a mild shifting hind limb 

lameness through to some 

animals being unable to 

stand because their hocks 

remain on the ground. This 

happens when the muscle 

in their leg ruptures.  This is 

the fi rst time our practice has seen an 

outbreak of the disease, but we have 

seen the odd individual with similar 

signs in the past. In this outbreak 

there have been 22 animals affected. 

Not all heifers go on to have hocks 

that touch the ground, but some have 

had to be euthanased. Interestingly 

all the heifers tested have had very 

low copper levels. While it is currently 

unknown what the exact cause is, 

there is a suspicion that inadequate 

copper supplementation is part of 

the problem. Copper is crucial to the 

formation of collagen which makes 

tendons in animals. There is also a 

suspicion that this condition is related 

to the humeral fractures that we have 

been seeing in recent years.

If you see any heifers with this condition 

or think they have this condition 

contact the veterinary centre. It is also 

important to ensure that adequate 

copper supplementation is going into 

your young stock.
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2015 season Study fi ndings and 
Study based Recommendations

Colostrum Management
Results of National Colostrum 
Management Study – (70 herds 
involving 10 of our local Vet Centre 
farms)

I. 90% of colostrum samples which 
were to be fed to day old calves were 
considered to have inadequate levels 
of antibody. (Brix test <22%)

II. 90% of colostrum samples to be fed 
had bacterial counts above what is 
considered to be ideal.

III. Nationally 30% of calves had a Failure 
of Passive Transfer (FPT) – i.e. they had 
not received adequate quantity of 
antibody.

IV. Otago and Southland were the worst 
performing regions (40% failure of 
passive transfer!)

There is a new tool on the block for 

testing colostrum quality. It’s called a Brix 

refractometer and it looks like this:

The Brix refractometer (cost - $90) indirectly 

measures the antibody concentration in 

colostrum by refracting light.  The more 

solids (antibodies) in the colostrum 

the more light is refracted and the 

better quality your colostrum.  The 

Brix refractometer is very easy to 

use by placing a small sample of the 

colostrum onto the slide (as shown above). 

Any colostrum sample that reads over 22% is 

adequate and any sample that is under 22% 

does not contain enough antibody to make it 

suitable for feeding to newborn calves.  

The Brix 

refractometer is 

easy to use to 

assess colostrum 

quality

Look 

through 

here

Put your 

colostrum 

sample 

here

� e BRIX re� actometer - revolutionise your calf rearing

Why is antibody rich colostrum 

important?

If new-born calves drink pooled 

colostrum that measures under 22% 

on Brix Test, they won’t absorb enough 

antibodies into their bloodstreams 

and will be more susceptible to calf-

hood diseases, particularly scours.  

Calves with low blood antibody levels 

are said to have Failure of Passive 

Transfer (FPT) and are more likely to 

get sick and more likely to die. They 

also:

1. don’t grow as well and struggle to 

hit target weights;

2. don’t produce as much milk when 

they reach the herd as heifers;

3. don’t get in calf as well as their 

healthy counterparts.  

These are all good reasons to make 

sure your new-born calves get the best 

possible colostrum you can feed them 

at birth.



Poor colostrum quality often leads to FPT in calves.  How do you know if there is a problem on your farm? Ask 

your vet to take blood samples from 10 healthy calves (when they are between 24 hours old to 7 days old) for 

antibody levels to check they have absorbed enough antibodies from colostrum.  If more than 2 out of 10 calves 

have low antibody levels you should look at colostrum management risk factors:

1. is your colostrum good quality?
2. are you feeding enough colostrum? (quantity)
3. are you feeding the colostrum quickly enough?
Calves should be fed 10 to 15% of their bodyweight in the fi rst 6-12 hours of life.  Because a calf’s stomach 

capacity is limited to 2 litres, you will need to split the feed into two.  For example, a 40kg calf needs a total of 

4 litres of colostrum, split into 2 feeds of 2 litres of colostrum within the fi rst 12 hours of life. Note the 3 Q’s -  

Quickly, Quantity and Quality!

If you measure the pool of colostrum for new-born calves and it reads under 22% on the Brix refractometer, 

what can you do?  

1. The � rst thing to check is that the colostrum that you are adding to the pool for new-born calves is fresh � rst milking 
colostrum (not mixed with days 2, 3 and 4 colostrum).  

2. Try to minimise the time between calving and when the colostrum is � rst collected from fresh cows, as the antibody 
level declines really quickly the more time that passes.  

3. Consider testing individual cow colostrum with the Brix refractometer to make sure only the best cows are selected to 
contribute to the pool. Practically you can milk each individual cow into a test bucket, test it and then either tip it into 
either the “gold drum” or the “lower quality drum”

4. Younger cows (including heifers!) tended to have the highest quality colostrum. Old cows have large volume but this 
tends to be diluted. 

Bacteria in colostrum causes souring and spoilage. Bacteria in milk will multiply very quickly in colostrum in the 

fi rst 24hrs. These bacteria can also block the absorption of antibodies, even if there are enough antibodies in the 

colostrum.  The samples collected from all over New Zealand last season, showed that bacterial levels are very 

high in pooled colostrum for new-born calves.  Bacteria typically come from 4 sources: 

1. the cow;
2. the test bucket;
3. the storage vat;
4. and the feeders.  
Cleaning all your feeding and storage equipment, as well as minimising contamination from the cow herself is the 

key to keeping colostrum clean and suitable for feeding to calves.  Use hot water and detergent to rinse off the 

fatty residues left by colostrum and rinse off the detergent fully before using your equipment.

How do we improve the antibody level of the 
colostrum pool for our new-born calves?

How do we know if we have a problem with 
FPT in our calves?

Even if your antibody level is good, bacteria 
in your colostrum could be problem



Once you are happy that your colostrum is the best 
possible quality you can achieve, consider preserving it

5 reasons 
to preserve 
colostrum 

  Calves drink fresh colostrum better 

and fi nd it more palatable than old 

stinky stuff.

  Antibodies in colostrum are 

important for passive immunity in 

newborn calves and decline rapidly 

in room temperature, untreated, 

stored colostrum.

  Antibodies in colostrum are also 

important to protect against 

infection at the gut level in older 

calves (although they won’t be 

absorbed into the bloodstream in 

calves more than 24 hours old).

  Bacterial growth in colostrum 

prevents antibody absorption in 

calves.

  Bacterial proliferation in colostrum 

is unhygienic and leads to rapid 

spoiling (Poorly preserved colostrum)

(Correctly stored colostrum will still be 

palatable to calves 12 weeks after collection.)



How are you going?
This season, we are offering a range of packages to 

help fi nd out what the colostrum intakes are like on 

your farm.

1) Calf W.O.F visit: This can be done as a stand-alone 

visit or during the fi rst disbudding call. This included 

blood testing 10 calves to assess antibody uptakes 

and also testing a representative sample of fi rst 

milking colostrum for antibody content.

2) Calf disease investigation: If you have scouring 

calves, or lots of navel infections, we can take 

blood samples for antibody uptakes, test samples 

of colostrum for antibody and also test for various 

causes of scours – i.e. Rotavirus. We are able to 

complete these tests in-house making the turn-

around time very quick and keeping the price 

competitive.

We also have several vets with a strong interest in 

rearing great calves, who can combine any of these 

packages with a full staff training and review of systems 

and housing. 

Please contact the clinic to discuss or book in any of 

these services.

(Making yogurt to preserve colostrum)

Preserving Colostrum
Stored colostrum is often full of bacteria and smells 

disgusting!  Antibody levels in colostrum rapidly decline 

when it is left sitting around and we want to keep antibodies 

high and bacteria low to feed our calves the best possible 

colostrum.  In general refrigerate calf milk wherever possible 

to slow the growth of bacteria and ensure it is stirred at least 

once daily for 5-10 minutes.

How do we preserve 
colostrum for our calves?
Potassium sorbate - a new way to preserve colostrum in 

New Zealand.

Historically, we have used a wide range of chemical and 

probiotic preservatives to preserve colostrum in New 

Zealand: formalin, hydrochloric acid and formic acid to name 

but a few.  The problem with these old compounds is many of 

them are actually not approved for use in the food producing 

industry and some of them are carcinogens.

The Australian dairy industry has been using potassium 

sorbate for a few years (a very safe compound used in the 

wine and cheese industry). New Zealand trials showed that 

it out performed all the other known methods in keeping 

bacterial numbers down at low levels. At a cost of 5.5c to 

preserve a litre of colostrum it is an economic and effective 

way of conserving this high value product. We suggest using 

it to preserve fi rst colostrum if it is not going to be fed 

immediately (without it bacterial numbers soar in the 1st 12-

24hrs) and also day 2-4 colostrum which is ear marked for 

calves under a week of age. 

Mixing Instructions for Potassium Sorbate

Potassium sorbate comes in granulated form and needs to 

be mixed up as a 50% solution, for example 2.5kg to 5 litres 

of tap water.  

Add this 50% solution at a rate of 1% to your colostrum 

vat so if you have 500 litres in your drum you will need 5 

litres of potassium sorbate.  Treat each additional volume of 

colostrum with 1% potassium sorbate before you add it to 

your vat.  Do not use any potassium sorbate that has been 

mixed up for more than a week.

Easiyo Yoghurt 

Easioyo yogurt or other yogurt cultures which you can get 

from your supermarket work by dropping the pH of the 

stored milk. By doing this it preserves the milk from further 

degradation. We recommended using it on milk ear marked 

for older calvers which is likely to be stored for an extended 

period. Fermentation with yogurt culture will have occurred 

after 48hrs of introduction. The best way to get a culture 

started is to take 10-20 litres of fresh milk in a clean bucket 

and mix with the yogurt culture and allow to stand at room 

temperature for 24hrs. Fresh milk (in large volumes) can 

then be added to this on a daily basis for storage.



SMCO Toxicity Cases
Recently in Waimate we have diagnosed 

SMCO toxicity in yearlings on three 

different properties. SMCO is a sulphur-

containing compound found in all 

brassicas. A similar compound is found 

in onions. SMCO itself is not toxic, but 

bacteria in the rumen convert it into a 

toxic compound (dimethyl disulphide), 

which is subsequently absorbed by and 

destroys red blood cells.

Concentrations of SMCO increase 

as the plant matures, with high 

concentrations being found in 

fl owering heads and seeds. Short days 

and decreasing temperatures have also 

been found to increase SMCO content 

in crops. Severely stressed plants may 

also have increased levels. In our cases, 

we believe drought-stressed kale crops 

are the cause. In 2007, vets in our 

practice also saw SMCO toxicity in ewes 

grazing drought-stressed kale crops. 

Signifi cant numbers of deaths occurred 

in these cases.

Affected animals can present in a 

number of ways, depending upon the 

concentration of SMCO and duration 

of feeding. The current cases reported 

“weak looking yearlings” that were “not 

eating”, “wobbly”, and “frothing at the 

mouth”. Sudden death, red-coloured 

urine, weakness, lethargy, pale/yellow-

coloured gums, general ill-thrift and 

diarrhoea are all possible. Additionally, 

the high concentrations of sulphur 

in SMCO can result in destruction of 

thiamine (B1) in the rumen, leading to 

blindness (polioencephalomalacia). 

Disease generally occurs after 1-3 

weeks of feeding, especially if the crop 

makes up a large proportion of the diet. 

Heavily pregnant and recently calved 

cows are most susceptible, but 

sheep and deer can also be 

affected. Diagnosis is based 

on history plus blood tests 

to evaluate the PCV (packed 

cell volume), a measure of the 

number of red blood cells. 

The only available treatment for 

severely affected animals is a 

blood transfusion to restore the 

red blood cells to a normal level. 

These animals are likely to remain ill-

thrifty for many weeks. With high-risk 

crops i.e. drought stressed, or over-

mature where SMCO toxcity has been 

diagnosed in stock, brassicas should 

make up less than 25% of the total DM 

intake. Feeding a fi bre source (such as 

hay or poor-quality grass) prior to kale 

feeding can reduce the risk of gorging, 

especially during the transition period.  

  Are all your new (and old) staff 
milking the cows correctly?

  Do they all understand the 
importance of the job they do?

  Do all milkers understand that 
how they milk the cows will affect 
the number of cases of mastitis 
you have to treat?

  We can, in half an hour prior to 
afternoon milking explain to your 
staff 

  how, and why, cows should be 
milked correctly, 

  what normal teats look like 
  how to fi nd mastitis. 

  We then follow this up with 
observing what the team do in 
“real life” and changing any bad 
habits.

Sta�  training 
in mastitis

Diagnosis and Treatment of Endometritis
These cows typically have a creamy 

pussy discharge when ‘Metrichecked’ 

and may outwardly look to be in good 

health. Even just a few fl ecks of pus 

on a ‘Metricheck’ device indicate 

that infection is present. The longer 

these second stage infections remain 

undetected the greater the chance the 

cow will become infertile.

Long standing uterine infections cause 

permanent uterine scarring. Recent 

trials have shown that those cows 

treated 1-3 weeks post calving have far 

better reproductive results than cows 

treated 4-8 weeks post calving. 

The majority of uterine infections will 

have become undetectable 4 weeks post 

calving, even when 

using a ‘Metricheck’ 

device. The infection 

however remains 

present deep 

inside the uterus. 

These ‘hard to detect’ cows still have 

very poor fertility. Early checking will 

considerably increase the chance of 

fi nding these ‘dirty’ cows.

All ‘At Risk’ cows (RFM’s, dead calvings, 

assisted callings, vaginal discharge, 

twins) should be treated with a 

‘Metricure’, 2-4 weeks post calving.

The rest of the herd should be 

‘Metrichecked’ 10 - 28 days post calving. 

Careful planning must be done to 

ensure calving groups can be identifi ed 

for checking. A sensible rational would 

be to identify cows calving up to the 

mid point and ‘Metricheck’ these 1-2 

weeks after this date – e.g. August the 

25th. The third quarter to calve is then 

marked again and checked 3 weeks 

later on about the 10th of September 

and the fi nal quarter around another 

3-4 weeks later on about the 5th of 

October.

Metricheck devices may be purchased 

or lent or you may use your vet to detect 

and treat during the same milking.

Withhold 
Periods 
on Bobby 
Calves

  Calves will have 
the same meat 
withhold as their 
dam if the dam 
was treated with 
an antibiotic while 
pregnant.

  Bobby calves 
mistakenly fed 
antibiotic milk, 
must be fed clean 
milk for a further 
seven days before 
being eligible for 
slaughter.

  Bobby calves may 
drink milk from 
cows treated with 
DCT provided they 
are outside of the 
cow’s milk withhold 
period.

  Never intentionally 
give bobby calves 
oral antibiotics (e.g. 
Scourban/Tetravet) 
unless you intend 
to follow through 
the meat withhold.

Dropped Hock Outbreak 

Over the last month we have seen an 

outbreak of an uncommon condition 

called dropped hock or sciatic palsy 

on one of our dairy farms. This is 

a new condition of unknown cause 

that has only been recognised in 

New Zealand since 2011. It 

affects rising 2 or rising 3 

year old animals just prior 

to calving. In this case they 

were all rising 2 year olds. 

The heifers go from having 

a mild shifting hind limb 

lameness through to some 

animals being unable to 

stand because their hocks 

remain on the ground. This 

happens when the muscle 

in their leg ruptures.  This is 

the fi rst time our practice has seen an 

outbreak of the disease, but we have 

seen the odd individual with similar 

signs in the past. In this outbreak 

there have been 22 animals affected. 

Not all heifers go on to have hocks 

that touch the ground, but some have 

had to be euthanased. Interestingly 

all the heifers tested have had very 

low copper levels. While it is currently 

unknown what the exact cause is, 

there is a suspicion that inadequate 

copper supplementation is part of 

the problem. Copper is crucial to the 

formation of collagen which makes 

tendons in animals. There is also a 

suspicion that this condition is related 

to the humeral fractures that we have 

been seeing in recent years.

If you see any heifers with this condition 

or think they have this condition 

contact the veterinary centre. It is also 

important to ensure that adequate 

copper supplementation is going into 

your young stock.
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Most of you will be well into calving by 

the time you read this and the majority 

of heifers will have calved. Take the 

time to have a quick tally up of how 

much mastitis you have had to date. If 

it is greater than 6 cases per 100 cows 

calved take some time to think about 

what could be changed for the cows yet 

to calve.

  Can the cows calve in a cleaner or 

drier paddock? (less than 2 cow pats 

per m2)

  Are all newly calved cows milked 

within 24 hours?

  Can the springer mob be teat sprayed 

3 times a week?

  Have the heifers been on concrete 

prior to calving?

  If the cows are dripping then milk 

them

  Is there too much udder oedema?

  Are the heifers letting their milk 

down?

  Avoid over milking

  Is the teat spray recipe being 

followed?

  Is the teatspray getting onto the teat 

ends?

  What is skin condition of the teats 

like?

  Is the exit track well drained?

Actively manage the risk of inhibitory 

substance grades (antibiotics in the 

milk). No one needs that avoidable cost. 

  Double check the milk WHP on cows 

that have slipped or calved earlier 

than predicted.

  Make sure all staff know and follow 

your routine for Marking, Recording, 

Separating, and only once the vat 

is disconnected Treating.

  Make sure that any remaining dry 

cow tubes are not stored in the 

milking shed’s drug cabinet.  Remove 

these to avoid all chance of one 

getting inserted in a milking cow.

  Have a system everyone knows to 

make sure cows don’t leave the 

colostrum mob too early (and without 

being checked for mastitis either).

CALF DE-BUDDING SERVICE
$5.20 GST excl ($5.98 incl)

We offer a calf de-budding service, 
using a gas powered or electric 

dehorning iron and local anaesthetic 
to minimise discomfort to calves or 

checks to growth rates.

PLEASE BOOK IN CALF NUMBERS EARLY 
IF YOU WISH TO USE THIS SERVICE.

Fine Tuning Optimal Performance

Impact of NEFA on Three and Six Week In-Calf Rates. 

A Veterinary Centre Study – 44 Herds, 400 Blood Samples

75% of all reactive animal health 
expenditure on a dairy farm occurs 
in the fi rst 30 days post – calving. A 
good proportion of this disease can be 
reduced through good transition cow 
management.  If this is achieved cows 
will have good immunity, a healthy 
appetite, minimised BC loss and a low 
milk fever risk. One area which is often 
overlooked is the impact that poor 
transition can have on subsequent 
reproductive performance.

The “Day 3 Tracecheck”, is our clinic’s 
testing programme which measures 
both trace elements responsible for 
cow immune function, current macro-
element status for milk fever and NEFA 
(Non-Estifi ed Fatty Acids). The amount 
of NEFA present post-calving serves 
as an indicator of how quickly cows 
are mobilising body condition. NEFA 
levels post-calving may be minimised 
by good transition practice (i.e. – by 
placing cows in slight negative energy 
balance for 10-14 days pre-calve) and 
also ensuring that cows do not calve 
too fat – i.e. greater than BCS 5.0-5.5.

Overseas studies have shown a 
direct negative relationship with high 
NEFA’s and subsequent reproductive 
performance. Circulating NEFA post-
calving is incorporated into follicles 
in the ovary. Eggs within follicles are 
exposed to high levels are less viable 
post-conception. 

A Vet Centre Study conducted two 
seasons ago looked for this relationship 
between NEFA and reproduction in our 
local herds. 387 cows were tested from 
44 herds on Day 3 post-calving. Cows 
were grouped into thirds according to 
the measured NEFA level and their 3 
and 6 week in-calf rates measured. The 
results below speak for themselves!

If pursuing blood testing Day 3 
colostrum cows, we suggest you book 
this in as soon as you have 10 mature 
cows calved on the same day. These 
are then blood tested and results 
notifi ed ASAP. A further alternative 
is to blood test springer cows at 5-10 
days pre-calve to establish if the cows 
are in the desired slight negative 
energy balance. Early testing allows 
time for subtle management changes 
to be made before too many more 
cows have calved. Sampling must be 
done between Monday and Thursday 
inclusive. Contact you prime vet for 
further details or information on best 
practice transition.

For the cases of mastitis that you do 
get, make sure that all your sta�  know 
the procedures you want followed, to 
maximise the cure rate and minimise 
the risk of inhibitory substances grades. 
We recommend you follow MRS T:
• M: mark the cow and quarter – red 

paint is cheap, grades aren’t.
• R: record the case on the white 

board or better still directly into 
Protrack or MINDA etc.

• S: separate the cow – don’t treat 
during milking, draft her out. 
Treat only after the vat has been 
disconnected.

• T: the � nal thing to do is treat her.

Most of you will now be aware that 
Mastalone is no longer available. We 
have other options available so if you 
have been a Mastalone user please 
discuss options with your Prime Vet.

We envisage our Premium/Intermediate 

mix to be used over crucial calving/mating 

periods. Current costs per cow (GST excl, 

and including 8% discount for commitment 

to season orders)  - Premium 3.9 cents; 

Intermediate 2.93 cents; standard 1.89 

cents. Contact your TM or Prime Vet to 

discuss formulation details.

On Farm Service
Calving can be a very busy (in fact usually hectic!) time of the year, where we 

try to provide our clients with a high quality professional veterinary service.

When calls are booked in, please give us all the available information:

  Where is the call – farm or run off?

  When will staff be available?

  What condition is the animal in?

  Make sure we have your cell-phone number.

If we have not arrived on time, please give the clinic a call – we may have been 

trying to contact you.

  Our own trial work has shown infective larvae 
at signifi cant levels on dairy farms in our 
district in spring.

  The most effi cient use of Eprinex is around 
peak lactation – peak pressure on cow, peak 
hatch of larvae on pasture, and peak time to 
contribute to KPI’s.

  Eprinex is the only product with persistent 
activity, with trial data to show improved 
reproduction rates in New Zealand.

Eprinex
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