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Veterinary Centre Oamaru Ph 03-434 5666
Veterinary Centre Waimate Ph 03-689 7213 
Veterinary Centre Palmerston Ph 03-465 1291
Veterinary Centre Glenavy Ph 03-689 8118
Veterinary Centre Kurow Ph 03-436 0567
Veterinary Centre Omarama Ph 03-438 9868
Veterinary Centre Ranfurly Ph 03-444 1020
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We have just farewelled Tristan from 

Oamaru. After two years in Oamaru, 

Tristan has returned to his home 

town of Adelaide in South Australia, 

where he will start in a mixed animal 

position, about an hour south of 

Adelaide. We thank Tristan for all his 

work and wish him well for his next 

position. Tristan joins his partner 

Kat, who also worked here. Kat now 

works in a small animal/wildlife 

position, also just south of Adelaide.

In conjunction with Boehringer 

Ingelheim (the makers of Mamyzin) 

we have just run our sixth annual 

competition for Milk Quality Production. 

This season, we looked at the rolling 

Mamyzin Milk Quality Competition Winners

In this 
issue

average for the season for the  BMSCC 

up until the 8th December, for each 

farm. Farms, which we service, with a 

BMSCC below 100,000 are listed below. 

Well done to the top four farmers below 

who will receive $750, $500, and $250 

respectively as a voucher to use with 

our practice. 

The practice average across our farms 

was 162,000. This year we have also 

included a graph showing the number 

of farms in each 20,000 band – so all 

farms can can get an idea of where they 

sit in the scheme of things. 

UddernewsUddernews

Early this month, we farewelled 

Steve, after 3 years working in 

Waimate. Steve has developed a 

strong interest in dairy herd health 

and we certainly thank Steve for 

his contribution to the Waimate 

practice. Steve is moving north to a 

dairy position in Te Awamutu, in the 

mighty Waikato – where he will be 

closer to his partner, and family. We 

wish Steve all the best.

Place Farmer/Manager Farm/Company BMSCC

1 Dan Coles Hugh Le Fleming - Willowbridge Dairies 40,000

2 David Legg Seamist Dairies 64,000

3= Mark & Vanessa Shefford Geoff Hay - Pomona Dairy Farm 71,000

3= Hamish & Fiona Winter H F Farming Limited #2 71,000

5 Ryan & Billie Moffat Deltop Dairy Ltd 76,000

6 Hamish & Charlotte O'Donnell Baldrick Farms 85,000

7 Bendon & Shea Henderson John Nelson - Ingledale Family Trust 87,000

8= Paul & Pam Snoxell Walton Park Farm Limited 89,000

8= Joseph & Rebecca Laming Providence Farm 89,000

10 Jared & Susan Ross Home Creek Farm Partnership 90,000

11= Gerald & Janet Meyer 91,000

11= Jason & Hayley Hunt Corrie & Donna Smit - Corona Farms Ltd 91,000

13= Greg & Ali Morresey Mt Cecil Deer Trophy Stud 92,000

13=
Lachlan McConnachie & Roslyn 

Thompson
Terrace Top Dairy Ltd (DHL) 92,000

13= Alex & Hayley McLeod Northdairy Ltd 92,000

16= Michael & Amanda Williams Excel Farming Ltd 93,000

16= Aaron Rae Ed and Beca Finlay, Flag Farms - HB 93,000

18 Jeremy & Louise Dyson 94,000

19 Stuart & Amanda Carline Springdale Dairies Ltd 96,000

20= Chris & Rebecca Eden Eden Dairies Limited 97,000

20= Blake & Selene Harvey Kokoamo Farms - Domett View 97,000

Holiday Rosters
I hope you all got some time off with 

the family over Christmas and have 

lined a bit of time off in the next few 

weeks as well. With people taking time 

off there will be inevitably either less 

people milking or people milking who 

are not 100% familiar with your shed 

or systems. These are risk factors for 

cows getting over milked or worse still 

Red cows getting milked into the vat. If 

there is any doubt that a red cow has 

been milked into the vat we can test the 

milk for the penicillin and tetracycline 

families of antibiotics. We need a 

sample from the vat (well mixed and 

not the first bit that comes out of the 

tap) in a clean container. The test takes 

approx. 30 minutes to run but give the 

duty vet a ring first so he or she can 

get the incubator warm and make sure 

there is someone to meet you at the 

clinic.

Many farms have treated more mastitis cases this season than last season.  

Therefore it is a good time to put plans into place to manage this as the 

BMSCC will start to rise in the next month or so as the milk volume starts to 

decline.  You do not want to be in position where you have to dry off cows 

to manage the BMSCC rather than drying cows off based on body condition 

score and predicted calving dates.

Small things add up and make a big difference.

 � Is the teatspray getting on to the teats?

 � Is the teatspray being made up correctly?

 � Are all of the teatspray droppers working?

 � Are treatments being given correctly?

 � Are treatments being recorded correctly?

 � Are you treating cows that are likely to respond?

 � How are you managing your known high SCC cows?

 � Are the three titters easily identifiable?

 � Have you changed the rubber ware yet?

Take the time make sure your milkers are milking the way you want them to. 

 � Is the backing gate being used correctly?

 � Is the vacuum being broken prior to cups taken off?

 � Are the cups being removed before over milking occurs?

 � Are milkers wearing gloves?

Looking forward to Dry Off

STOP PRESS
We can confirm that the Veterinary 

Centre is one of a small number of 

vet clinics, nationwide, which have 

secured  a supply of Mastalone – 

which will now be continuously 

available. This is well ahead of 

product being available for spring 

2017.

AVERAGE BULK S0MATIC CELL COUNT

Lepto  cred
Veterinary Centre Lepto 
Assurance Programme

Tristan Marks Steve Oehley

We require all existing Leptocred 
officers to make a time to sit down 
with one of our vets for their 2016 
audit and reaccreditation for 2017. 
We’d like to get these consults 
completed by mid January before 
we reach our peak workload of 
early pregnancy testing. 
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Grow   Smart
Replacement Heifers….Rearing your 

future herd

The aim of any young stock rearing 

programme is to have a group of well 

grown, healthy animals calve down at 

two years, produce well in their first 

lactation and calve again as three year 

olds.  New Zealand research shows that 

only 81% of heifers tagged at birth go 

on to calve as 2 year olds and only 55% 

of heifers identified as replacements at 

birth survive to start a third lactation!

Grow Smart is a heifer monitoring 

programme offered by The Veterinary 

Centre which brings together the 

farmer, grazier and vet, all with a 

common goal of having heifers enter 

the milking herd as healthy, well-grown 

and productive adults in the most 

efficient way possible.

Grow Smart is designed to help you 

rear successful replacement stock 

through a tailored package to suit your 

requirements.  

The most common causes of poor 

growth rates in young stock include 

parasites, disease, trace element 

deficiencies and nutrition – all of which 

are covered in our Grow Smart package 

and are incorporated as below:

 � Parasitism –  a regular drenching 

programme with dates for R1 and 

R2 heifers is set up and monitored 

to ensure the right treatments are 

being given at the right time.

 � Vaccinations – a vaccination 

programme is set up for R1 and 

R2 heifers to ensure appropriate 

vaccinations are given at the right 

time (ie. Covexin 10, Lepto, BVD, 

Pinkeye)

 � Trace Elements – a trace element 

monitoring and supplementation 

programme is set up ensure trace 

elements remain optimal to achieve 

good growth rates. 

 � Nutrition – based on starting live 

weights, feeding requirements are 

calculated.  At the next weighing 

session, weights are assessed and 

feeding levels for the upcoming 

period are calculated.  This plan may 

involve pulling individual animals out 

that are falling behind for preferential 

Grow Smart Heifer Monitoring Programme

treatment, and/or adjusting the feed 

budget as necessary.  

 � Regular weighing allows for pro-

active management – if heifers are 

under target at weighing, remedial 

action can be taken to get them back 

on track.

 � There is no strict rule on how often 

heifers should be weighed, however 

the more frequently they are 

weighed, the more quickly a problem 

will be detected!

 � Weights can be farmer supplied, or 

The Vet Centre can weigh for you.

Package Outline

1) A meeting with farmer, grazier and 

vet to sit down and agree on an 

animal health plan.

- Drenching dates, vaccinations, 

trace element supplementation 

and regular weighing events are 

timetabled.

- Clarification on who will give the 

animal health treatments/do the 

weighing.

- Weights can be farmer/grazier 

supplied or done by the Vet Centre.

- Based on starting weights, target 

weights for the next visit along with 

calculated feeding levels will be 

agreed upon by farmer, grazier and 

vet.

2) Subsequent Visits

- Re-weigh all animals (and load into 

Minda Weights)

- Sit down and assess performance 

over the previous period

- If behind target, come up with a plan 

going forward

- Consider pulling out individual 

animals that are falling behind for 

preferential treatment

- Work out feeding levels for the next 

period

- Monitor Animal Health Plan – have 

scheduled treatments been given?

3) An hourly rate is charged and is 

dependent on the intensity of the 

programme.  All drugs, materials 

and laboratory fees are charged out 

at the normal rate.

If the Grow Smart Heifer Monitoring 

Programme sounds like something that 

would benefit your young stock and business, 

please contact your Vet Centre veterinarian 

for more details and get a monitoring 

programme that suits your needs.

Polioencephalomalacia
We are once again seeing several 

cases of P.E. (polio encephalomalacia), 

a nervous disease seen primarily 

in calves and younger stock. P.E. is 

caused by a lack of vitamin B1 (not to 

be confused with a cobalt deficiency, 

which is associated  with a vitamin 

B12 deficiency). P.E is thought to be 

nutritionally induced, when there is 

a sudden change in diet from stalky, 

higher DM diet, to a lush, low fibre 

diet. A high dietary sulphur intake, 

especially with brassica’s, has also been 

incriminated as a cause of P.E.

Calves with P.E. appear blind, may walk 

aimlessly, appear wobbly, have muscle 

tremors and head press. If calves are 

treated early in the disease process with 

a series of vitamin B1 injections, 

survival rates are good. In an 

outbreak situation we have had 

good success, by prophylactically 

treating the remaining, unaffected 

calves, in the group with an oral 

vitamin B1 drench. This has proved 

a very cost effective preventative 

measure.

 January usually sees a lot milking 
staff taking holidays, and changes 
in the milking roster are common. 
With the recent wet weather there 
are a lot of lame cows being treated. 
Exceded LA ( a broad spectrum 
antibiotic) offers the advantage of 
being a long acting antiobiotic, with 
no milk with holding period (WHP). 
However, note the meat WHP is 
dependant on injection site – base 
of ear is 14 days, and anterior half 
of neck is 56 days in cows.

Dated heifer 
pregnancy 
testing
Each year, we are now dating more 

heifers for pregnancy. If you want, 

or need, accurate calving dates for 

heifers, they should be scanned 

before 90 days after Planned Start 

of Mating (PSOM). For most heifers 

with a 20th October PSOM, it is best 

if they are scanned before 20th 

January.

Yersinia
Each summer we investigate several cases of calves scouring post weaning. 

While there are many causes of diarrhoea in weaned calves ie parasitic enteritis, 

Salmonella, and BVD, we regularly diagnose Yersinia, which is a bacteria that 

causes diarrhoea. We often see Yersinia ‘roll’ through a mob of calves – with a 

small number of calves being affected at any one time. Treatment is aimed at 

correcting dehydration and administration of antibiotics. Prognosis is usually 

good except in advanced cases. 

There is circumstantial evidence that Yersinia is often associated with concurrent 

disease ie BVD, parasite burden, low trace element status – especially selenium 

and copper. Remember – that Yersinia (both Y. pseudotuberculosis and Y. 

enterocolitica) are zoonotic – and hence are a common cause of food poisoning in 

people. Keep the hygiene standards high if you are dealing with  scouring animals!

Please contact the clinic if you are concerned about ill thrift or scouring in your 

weaned calves.

Drenching of calves 
There are two main aims of calf drenching for worm control. One is remove 

any existing parasite burden from the calf, and the other is to minimise 

future pasture contamination. These aims are achieved by drenching the 

calves before there they are shedding significant eggs again. Remembering 

the average period to maturity, once a calf has eaten infective larvae on the 

pasture is about 3 weeks. The drench interval should be 3-4 weekly with 

oral drenches and 5-6 weeks with pour-on drenches (dependant on active 

ingredient).

With herd testing coming up over the next couple of months it is 
worth considering testing the herd for Johne’s. On many farms in 
the district Johne’s is a significant cause of cow wastage. Those 
farms that have been testing for Johne’s over the last few years have 
seen significant reductions in the number of clinical Johne’s cows 
they are seeing and as a result less cow wastage. There is usually a 
50% reduction in the first year alone. The benefit of testing is that 
positive cows can be sent to the works where they will get cull cow 
prices, rather than being destroyed on farm or sold for pet food. 
This is a significant difference in return. So if you have had any cows 
diagnosed with Johne’s this season I would strongly suggest testing 
the herd.

Johne’s News

Excede LA


