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Zoetis Teatseal Milk Quality Awards
In conjunction with Zoetis, the makers of Teatseal, we have just run our seventh 

annual competition for Milk Quality Production. This season, we looked at the 

average BMSCC for the season to date as at 6th December 2017. The farms with a 

BMSCC below 100,000  cells/ml are listed below. The top three farms will receive 

$750, $500, $250 respectively as a voucher to use with our practice.

Farm company Farmer/manager Average 
BMSCC

Le Emari Trust  Willowbridge Dan Coles and Hugh and Darla LeFlemming 40

Uretane Farming Ltd Greg Paul 59

Corona Farms Ltd Jason Hunt 61

Waiherd Limited Paul and Ann-Maree Henshaw 68

Springdale Dairies Ltd Stu Carline 69

Pomona Dairy Farm Mark and Vanessa Shelford 71

Terrace Top Dairy Ltd Lachlan McConnachie 73

Home Creek Holdings Ltd Jarod and Susan Ross 75

Kowhai Dairy Limited Shed 2 Geoffrey Sewell 79

Walton Park Farm Limited Paul Snoxell 80

Willowview Pastures - Ferry Road Zach Graham 81

Excel Farming Ltd Michael and Amanda Williams 82

Oceanview Dairy Ltd Ewan and Leanne Hollever 83

Le Emari Trust  Morven Aimee and Kerry Burt 83

Cloverdale Derek Rutherford 84

Railside Farm Ltd Brendan and Avril Lane 86

Parautika Farms - Nath & Kirsty (Whitecliff) Jarod Mathews/Nathan and Kirsty Mclachlan 87

Kokoamo Farms - Domett Steve Fox and Fiona McRae 87

Amuriwai Limited Lindsay White 88

Meyer, Gerald Gerald Meyer 90

Brookdale Dairy Ltd Hayden and Jess Christensen 90

Hoofing-It Dairies Ltd Mark and Louise Jellyman 90

Finlay Shed #2. Aaron Rae 91

Seven Mile Dairy Ltd Rodney Herrick 92

Challenge Farms Bart Geypen 93

Brunswick Downs 2014 Ltd Trevor Lemmens 95

Belvue Downs Ltd Mark Hodder 95

Bonnie Doon Farms Ltd Karl Guy 96

H F Farming Limited #2 Brett and Aimee Dann 98

There are 30 sheds this year with a BMSCC of less than 100,000 on the 6th of 

December compared to 20 shed this time last year.

The practice average across our farms 

this year is 152,000 cells/ml, with last 

season’s average being 162,000.This 

season 14% of the farms we service, 

had a BMSCC less than 100,000 cells/

ml at 6 th December, compared to 

10% last season, and 84% less than 

200,000 cells compared to 79% last 

season. Half of the sheds we deal with 

have BMSCC’s less than 152,000 at this 

date.

In this issue

I hope most, if not all, of you got some 
time away from the cow shed over 
the holidays or have some time away 
planned. As yields begin to drop be 
aware that over milking is more likely to 
occur. If you have ACRs this should not 
be an issue, but only if they are working 
correctly so take some time to check 
that they are all working well. Simply 
check to see that the cups are being 
removed when there is a “dribble” of 
milk in the bowl. At the same time make 
sure your automatic teatspray system 

is still pointing in the right direction 
and actually getting teatspray onto the 
teats. For those of you without ACRs be 
aware that the average milking time for 
a cow will be reducing with yield (see 
table below). You may need to speed up 
the platform speed or move the position 
of the cups off person on a rotary 
platform. In a herringbone as yields 
decrease sometimes the limiting factor 
determining how long the cups are on 
the cows is the time taken to empty 
and refi ll a row. If cups are needing to 

be hung up between rows to avoid over 
milking it’s time to have a look at cow 
fl ow. A good place to start is this website
w w w . d a i r y n z . c o . n z / m i l k i n g /
herringbone/. 
Time in which 80% of cows should 
have completed milking 
• 10 L/milking 6.3 minutes 
• 12 L/milking 7.2 minutes 
• 14 L/milking 8.0 minutes 
• 16 L/milking 8.8 minutes 
• 18 L/milking 9.5 minutes 
• 20 L/milking 10.2 minutes 

I hail from the Sunshine Coast, Queensland, 
and have recently graduated from the 
University of Queensland, Brisbane and 
am working in Oamaru as a mixed practice 
veterinarian. My real passion lies in large 
animal and small animal reproduction and 
look forward to calving season next year. 
I also enjoy surgery and I look forward to 
using my surgical skills. In the past I have 
played a lot of sport and am looking forward 
to getting involved in netball and tennis, and 
maybe even hockey during my time here. I 
very much look forward to getting outside 
on farm and meeting clients and exploring 
the local area.

Welcome to our New Vets

Hailing from Central Scotland, I am 
a bagpipe-playing, kilt-wearing vet 
much like the person I’m cloned from 
- Dougall. I qualifi ed from Glasgow 
University in 2013 and have been 
working in farm animal practice in 
Dumfriesshire for the last 4 years. I 
have particular interest in dairy farming 
and enjoy reproduction, mastitis, 
calvings and surgery. In my spare time 
I enjoy playing rugby, squash, golf and 
hiking. I’m looking forward to getting 
involved in all Waimate has to offer 
and exploring New Zealand during my 
time off.

Born and raised in Balclutha, I made 
the journey back to Otago to start my 
veterinary career. I will be in Oamaru for a 
few months before heading to the Ranfurly 
clinic full time. I am looking forward to 
immersing myself in all aspects of mixed 
practice. I have a particular interest in 
sheep, beef and deer herd health and 
helping farmers maximise production 
based on their individualised goals and 
systems. I am also a keen advocate for 
optimising working dog health.  In my spare 
time I enjoy playing netball, swimming and 
playing the piano. I am eager to get out and 
about on farm and work with clients.

Emily Sheehan-Oamaru Euan Tait-Waimate Brooke Ramsay-Ranfurly

Milking Times



Product of 
the month

No Freebie Eclipse 
pour on 5.5L deal! 
THAT’S 10% EXTRA FREE!

Eclipse is a double combination 
pour-on for parasite control

For more information and resources visit 
the MPI website -  http://mpi.govt.nz/
protection-and-response/responding/
alerts/mycoplasma-bovis/ or email 
MBovis2017_Liaison@mpi.govt.nz to 
receive regular updates.

The recent diagnosis of several other Mycoplasma bovis 

infected properties in both the North and South Island 

means it is going to be an increasing challenge to eradicate 

this bacteria from New Zealand. We should in the meantime 

be thinking about how further spread can be controlled.

We encourage all farmers to set up a biosecurity plan for 

their farming business to eliminate the risk of introduction 

as best they can. 

The highest risk area is the introduction of infected stock 

into your herd, but ‘over the fence - nose to nose contact’ 

and sale of raw milk for calves and movement of calf litter off 

farm are also considered high risk activities.

Although M bovis is a fragile bacterium (and when out of 

the body it cannot withstand heat or sunlight for more than 

a couple of hours), it is important to recognise that the risk 

of spread through protective clothing, farm equipment and 

transportation carriages is still possible.

We encourage you to think about farm biosecurity in three 

broad areas;

1) Farm boundary security – which requires double fencing, 

single entry point access and zoning of the farm into ‘no 

go’ (red zones) e.g. shed, paddocks and laneways and 

unrestricted (green zones) e.g. tanker tracks and driveways.

2) Washing and disinfecting – make sure all contractors/

visitors (and relief milkers or new staff) and their equipment 

Mycoplasma bovis – Protecting your 
business and community - Mat O’Sullivan -  BVSc

are cleaned and disinfected before they enter your farm and 

are cleaned and disinfected again when they leave.

3) Stock movement on and off the property – before 

you purchase stock, get a good history of where animals 

have come from and what potential risk they may pose, 

establish biosecurity plans with graziers particularly if they 

are grazing stock from multiple herds. Make sure newly 

purchased or returning animals go through a 7-day period of 

quarantine when they return to the milking platform. Make 

sure all animal movements are NAIT recorded, as failure to 

do this has impeded MPI’s ability to track spread to date.

An M bovis Farmer Action Group, has been recently set 

up by local farmers and vets with the mission of providing 

practical solutions and support for local farmers. A workshop 

run on the 13th of December in Morven was a big success 

and we look to create further resources for farmers with the 

support of both DairyNZ and MPI.

For farms looking to set up a biosecurity plan, please 

contact your vet or look to use the resources available on 

the DairyNZ and MPI websites.

The photos below (provided by Aimee Le Fleming), show a 

good example of how the importance of biosecurity to this 

farm is brought to the front and centre for contractors/

visitors. The health and safety sign in, footbath and 

disinfection tools are positioned near the tanker entrance 

and ensures everyone is aware of the standard required 

before they enter the farm.

Polioencephalomalacia
We are once again seeing several 

cases of P.E. (polio encephalomalacia), 

a nervous disease seen primarily 

in calves and younger stock. P.E. is 

caused by a lack of vitamin B1 (not to 

be confused with a cobalt defi ciency, 

which is associated  with a vitamin 

B12 defi ciency). P.E is thought to be 

nutritionally induced, when there is 

a sudden change in diet from stalky, 

higher DM diet, to a lush, low fi bre 

diet. A high dietary sulphur intake, 

especially with brassica’s, has also 

been incriminated as a cause of P.E.

Calves with P.E. appear blind, may walk 

aimlessly, appear wobbly, have muscle 

tremors and head press. If calves are 

treated early in the disease process 

with a series of vitamin B1 injections, 

survival rates are good. In an outbreak 

situation we have had good success, 

by prophylactically treating the 

remaining, unaffected calves, in the 

group with an oral vitamin B1 drench. 

This has proved a very cost effective 

preventative measure.

Dated heifer 
pregnancy 
testing
Each year, we are now dating more 
heifers for pregnancy. If you want, 
or need, accurate calving dates for 
heifers, they should be scanned 
before 90 days after Planned Start 
of Mating (PSOM). For most heifers 
with a 20th October PSOM, it is best 
if they are scanned before 20th 
January.

Drenching of calves 
There are two main aims of calf drenching for worm control. One is remove 

any existing parasite burden from the calf, and the other is to minimise 

future pasture contamination. These aims are achieved by drenching the 

calves before there they are shedding signifi cant eggs again. Remembering 

the average period to maturity, once a calf has eaten infective larvae on the 

pasture is about 3 weeks. The drench interval should be 3-4 weekly with 

oral drenches and 5-6 weeks with pour-on drenches (dependant on active 

ingredient).

Lepto  cred
Veterinary Centre Lepto 
Assurance Programme

We require all existing Leptocred 
offi cers to make a time to sit down 
with one of our vets for their 2017 
audit and reaccreditation for 2018. 
We’d like to get these consults 
completed by mid January before 
we reach our peak workload of 
early pregnancy testing. 

If you are fi nding cows with Johnes in your herd, it is seriously worth testing 

cows at herd testing time. This is a way of decreasing the number of subclinical 

cows and signifi cantly reduces cow wastage. Farms in the district that have 

started testing have seen marked reductions in the number of Johnes cows. 

Talk to your prime vet to discuss further.

Johne’s News

Veterinary Centre – By the Big Blue Cross

Grow   Smart
HEIFER MONITORING PROGRAMME

Have you weighed 
your calves yet?
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