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Many farmers believe that “milking” 

is a good enough preparation for the 

administration of mastitis products. 

However there is some good data 

available which shows that by not 

cleaning the teat (with teat wipes) you 

risk introducing a second bacteria. 

These introduced bacteria are often 

much harder to treat, and may account 

for a large proportion of treatment 

failures on some farms (in trial work 

20% of treatment failures culture a 

This season there are a couple of 

changes with intramammaries. 
  Penalone is no longer available.
  Lactapen G is unavailable this season 
but should be available next season.

  Therefore we are stocking Intracillin 
1000 milking cow. This product has 
1 gram of procaine penicillin just like 
Penalone and Lactapen G and would 
be used in substitution for the above 
products. It also has an extended 
therapy claim like Lactapen G.
• It has a milk with holding periods of:

 96 hours (8 milkings) when 

3 tubes are used at 12 hour 

intervals.

 96 hours (8milkings ) when 

6 tubes are used at 12 hour 

intervals.

new bacteria). Furthermore another 

trial showed markedly better cure 

rates (80% vs 54%) when the tube 

was administered via partial insertion 

rather than full insertion. 

If you follow the following 

recommendations your team can help 

to maximise the performance of your 

mastitis drugs:
  Clean – until the wipes are clean
  Partial Insertion
  Use all of the product 
  Teatspray afterwards

  There is a world wide shortage of 
Mamyzin, however the Veterinary 
Centre has managed to secure 
enough Mamyzin for the season. 
We will run out of the 5gram vials 
during August. This is not a problem. 
Making up a 10gram vial and using 
half of it, is exactly the same as using 
a 5gram vial. When the 10 gram is 
reconstituted it is stable for 2 days 
at room temperature and 1 week in a 
fridge.
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Topics include
  Cow Transition Management – Optimising cow production and health
  Best Practice Metabolic Prevention – The other half of transition
  Fodder Beet in Early Lactation – What you need to know to make it work
  Heifer Fractures – A Preventable Waste
  Animal Health Expenditure in Tight Times
  Short Gestation Semen in extended AI – An economic exercise? 
  Salmonella – An emerging disease in our area
  The Quick and Easy of Good Mastitis Control
  Treating Mastitis Cows –good practices to get the best outcome
  Treating Non-Cyclers – Vet Centre Review 
–Which cows give the best return

  Johnes Disease – A local review of testing and herd eradication 

There will be a number of short presentations (5 to 7 minutes) – 

aimed at Farm Managers, Herd Managers and Farm Owners.

  BCS cows pre-calve
  Start magnesium supplementation 
at least 3-4 weeks pre-calve

  Check Trace element status if 
necessary after winter grazing 

  Rotavec vaccination is due for 
early calvers

  Consider Salmonella vaccination – 
discuss with a vet.

Spring 
Reminders

  cows must be milked  correctly 
every time

  the importance of teatspray 
  fi nding mastitis early is critical

  it is important to follow the farm’s 
treatment protocols                 

Contact Hamish Newton on 03 434-

5666 or Ryan Luckman 03 689-7213

Mastitis 
Management

  Spring Calving Seminars Monday 

6th July, Wednesday 8th July, 

Thursday 9th July. Our popular 

‘Spring Calving Seminars’ for farm 

staff will be held on Monday and 

Wednesday at Oamaru Veterinary 

Centre at 7pm, and Thursday will 

be at Waimate Golf Course at 7pm

Important Dates

Best Practice Intra-mammary 
Administration

Mastitis drug updates

The format of these consults have 

changed slightly this year with the 

introduction of a breakdown of 

Restricted Veterinary Medicine (RVM) 

expenditure in the previous season 

and an opportunity to bench mark 

against other farms in the practice. 

As well as this these consults provide 

an opportunity to discuss drug use 

Annual RVM Consults

  RVM Consults

  Transition Management of Cows

  Calving/Spring seminars

  Stepping Up in Style this Spring

  BVD bulletin

  Preventing metabolic problems

  Rotavirus Scours

  Calculated Minerals For Cows 

(CMC’s)

  Prime Vet

  Best Practice Intra-mammary 

Administration

  Mastitis Management

  Spring Reminders

  Mastitis drug updates

protocols and alternative available 
products to suit your farm system. A 
detailed animal health plan can then 
also be worked through using the 
laminated poster calendars delivered 
last season. If you cannot fi nd yours 
please contact your prime vet for a new 
one. RVM consults are a condition of 
supply for Fonterra and Oceania and 
will be charged according to time.



Stepping Up 
in Style this 
Spring

A snap from a highly successful 

Ladies Night held in June 

Check out our website 

www.vet111.co.nz

For many farmers when we say ‘cow 
transition’ they immediately think 
about the dietary change from crop 
to grass when the cows come home. In 
fact transition is a whole lot bigger than 
this.
In a matter of days between the period 
before and after calving a cow’s:

  energy requirements almost double
  she starts making milk
  about 30-40grams of calcium are 
lost through the milk daily

  she has a greater demand for blood 
glucose, which requires a change in 
metabolism

To accommodate these changes well, 
the cows must:

  eat more
  increase the size of the liver (to meet 
demands of increased metabolism 
and drive appetite)

  increase the amount of mammary 
tissue

  mobilise bone calcium (70% of 
calcium in the colostrum comes from 
the skeleton!)

  increase dietary absorption of 
calcium through the gut

To be successful we have to 
plan for it to occur. Build the 
knowledge and enthusiasm in 
your team for this spring.

The Veterinary Centre is once again 
running our highly popular spring 
fi rst aid seminar for dairy farm 
employers. This seminar is targeted 
at new entrants to the dairy industry 
and those wishing to brush up on or 
rediscover existing knowledge.
The seminars will include the theory 
and practice of:

  Mastitis and antibiotic residues/ 
inhibitory substances.

  Downer cows and metabolic’s.
  Calving a cow.
  Calf rearing.
  Spring emergencies and how to 
tell if you’re out of your depth!

The evening seminars cost $25/ 
person, this includes a copy of the 
notes and a light supper.
This is a great chance for your staff 
to meet and build a relationship with 
our vets.

Calving/Spring
seminars

On Farm 
Staff Training 
Modules
The Veterinary Centre is offering 

two new farm staff training 

modules. These modules, ‘Calf 

Rearing – From Pick-Up to Paddock’ 

and ‘Animal Health – The Hands-

on Approach’ will be run on farm, 

and moulded to suit the needs of 

your individual farm. Remember – 

around 30% of workers on dairy 

farms this season will not have put 

cups on a cow before.

These modules represent a sound 

investment in your farming season. 

Contact us to have one of our 

experienced vets to deliver one 

or both of these modules on your 

farm to your staff, with your stock.

BVD bulletin
BVD is highly prevalent in our region however many of our dairy farmers 

don’t know the status of all classes of stock that make up their herds. This 

includes last year’s calves which are due to be mated in just over 3 months. 

Having a persistently infected (PI) animal amongst your heifers can have a 

major effect on their conception and pregnancy rates. They can also be a 

source of infection when they return to the milking herd in 12 months time . 

Fortunately it is relatively easy to get an indication of whether there are any 

PI animals amongst your calves by blood testing 15 of them now that they are 

10 months of age.

Transition Management of Cows
  mobilise body tissues for extra 
energy (but not too much!)

When cows are transitioned poorly they 
are more prone to ketosis, mastitis, 
milk fever, metritis and have poorer 
early season milk production and 
reproductive performance.
To get optimal results from a cow, she 
needs to reach a BCS of 5.0 by 2-4 
weeks before she calves. 
In the fi nal 2 weeks before calving cows 
should then go on restricted intakes. 
This will pre-condition the liver to the 
post-calving demands;

  Cows less than BCS 5.0 should get 
100% of their total ME requirements 
(125 MJME/500kg cow)

  Cows greater than BCS 5.0 should be 
85% of their total ME requirements 
(105 MJME/500kg cow)

Also ensure that you increase feed 
quality over the last few days before 
she calves (as voluntary dry matter 
intakes tend to drop), supplement with 
magnesium for at least 3-4 weeks 
before hand, have on at least 70% 
of the post-calving diet for 7-10 days 
before she calves and ensure you offer 
high quality ab-lib feed immediately 
after calving.

Calculated 
Minerals For 
Cows (CMC’s)
The Veterinary Centre ‘premium mix’ 

of CMC’s comes in a 25kg bag, with 

a dose rate of 5gm/cow/day – and is 

competitively priced. There are 5000 

doses per bag. It contains copper 

(both as sulphate and chelate), zinc 

( as sulphate and chelate), cobalt, 

Iodine,  and selenium.  

CMC’s are an ideal way to supplement 

cows during the dry period, as they 

can be dispensed through a Peta 

dispenser. 

For farmers who have had high liver 

coppers diagnosed, or are feeding 

diets high in copper ie Palm Kernel, 

we also have a ‘Palm Kernel Mix’ that 

has no added copper. Contact one 

of your Blue Cross veterinarians to 

discuss this further if needed.

 The Veterinary Centre operates a 

‘Prime Vet’ system. The ‘Prime Vet’ 

will have a group of farmers and he/

she will be their fi rst point of call to 

arrange seasonal work, including 

Annual Mastitis Reviews  (AMR’s) and 

Restricted Veterinary Medicine (RVM) 

consults, offer advice and ensure all 

queries are answered. The prime vet 

may not necessarily be the vet who 

actually does a specifi c veterinary job 

on the farm ie pregnancy testing, trace 

element testing, but he/she will ensure 

the work is booked in, in a timely 

manner. Prime Vets will contact all their 

farmers early in the new season.      

Prime Vet

Rotavirus Scours
Rotavirus is the most common cause of infectious diarrhoea in young 

neonatal calves. It is spread from calf to calf via faeces which contaminate 

the calf pen. One infected calf can produce enough virus particles to infect 

another million calves!

In an ideal world where hygiene is perfect, calf sheds are always warm, dry 

and draft free, pens are not overcrowded and every calf receives adequate 

colostrum, rotavirus would not be a problem.

However in the real world of large herds, wet springs, damp sheds, poor 

colostral transfer and overstretched staff it can be a ticking time bomb.

Prevention is a sound option to protect your investment in your calves and 

their welfare. The vaccine ‘Rotavec Corona’ is administered to the pregnant 

cow as a single shot between 3 and 12 weeks prior to calving. Therefore a 

herd should be vaccinated 3 weeks before PSC to cover a 9 week calving 

spread. The immune 

response in the cow then 

results in high levels of 

rotavirus antibodies in 

colostrum which are then 

passed on to the newborn 

calf, either by suckling or 

by being supplemented 

with colostrum.

Preventing metabolic problems
Getting magnesium supplementation right over spring is likely to have the greatest 

effect on reducing the incidence of metabolic problems.

The cow is totally dependent on what magnesium is supplied in their daily diet. The 

magnesium content of spring grass is relatively low and only a small percentage 

of this is absorbed by the cow. One of the main factors affecting availability of 

magnesium is herbage potassium levels. High pasture potassium level cause 

signifi cant decline in absorbable magnesium, particulary in spring when herbage 

magnesium is at its lowest.

Start supplementing with magnesium daily for 3-4 weeks precalving 

The best way to achieve the required dietary magnesium concentration precalving 

is to add 60 grams Mag C or Mag S/cow/day into the water supply and dust pasture/

silage with 50-70 grams Mag Oxide/cow/day as well.

If the herd is experiencing more than a 3% incidence of milk fever despite 

suffi cient magnesium supplementation then colostrum cows can receive calcium 

supplementation via lime fl our at 200g/cow/day dusted on the break. Lime fl our 

can continue to the milkers at 100g/cow/day for the fi rst 6 weeks after calving if 

required.

To avoid metabolic problems

1. Maintain adequate dry matter intakes over the spring period

2. Supplement with suffi cient magnesium

3. Avoid grazing potassium rich effl uent paddocks with springers and colostrum 

cows

4. Avoid excess applications of potassium rich fertiliser during the months of 

June-October.

5. Blood test mature cows on day 3-4 of the colostrum period for metabolic profi le
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