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  Farms must be enrolled on Infovet. 

  Reproductive measures will be taken 

from the Fertility Focus Report.

  The whole herd must have complete 

and accurately recorded calving 

dates from the previous spring.

  A common denominator of ‘Herd at 

PSM’ is used for many measures. 

Ensure that any culls or deaths 

which occurred before the PSM have 

Veterinary Centre
Quiz Night  & Dairy Awards

  Thursday 28th April 2016

  7.30pm to 10.00pm

  Lower Waitaki Golf Club, Hilderthorpe

  Enjoy a fun night out – make up a team of friends, or just 
come along and make a team on the night

Rules and Requirements for Dairy Awards listed below

We are steadily getting towards the 

end of the season and this month will 

start to make appointments with you to 

discuss the mastitis issues you did or 

did not experience this season (Annual 

Mastitis Review) and then look for the 

reasons why and put measures in place 

to maintain good performance or to 

improve. Although these meetings are 

obligatory to allow us to prescribe to 

you, please see them as an opportunity 

to benchmark and review performance, 

and then plan to improve in a way that 

improves your bottom line. Getting 

your clinical mastitis data into MINDA 

is a good place to start especially with 

the reduction in herd testing that has 

been done this year. At the very least 

with mastitis data in MINDA you will be 

able to very easily identify those cows 

that have sneaked through the net and 

been treated 3 or even more times this 

season. 

Covers at the time of writing are low so 

many of you may be considering drying 

off your lower producers early. Cows 

been removed from your records to 

enhance your FFR.

  Herds that contain greater than 35% 

heifers will not be eligible as these 

have unfair advantage over a herd 

with a standard age distribution.

  Clinical mastitis events for the 

season to date must have been 

entered by the 1st of April

  The Judge’s decision is fi nal.

Rules and Requirements for Dairy Awards Evening

  Veterinary Centre Quiz Night 
& Dairy Awards 

  Ladies Day

  Autumn Cow Drenching 
Promotion

  Annual Mastitis Review

  Wedding Bells

  Welfare comment

  Late Season Metabolic Disease

  Cow BCS and Preparing for 
Winter

  Timely Reminder

  Teatseal Trailer Booking

  Uddernews

  Late Lactation BMSCC 
Management

Late Lactation BMSCC 
Management
The principles involved in controlling 

somatic cell counts in late lactation are 

well established. 

The following situations will increase 

SCC in milk:

  cows producing less than 5 litres per 

day

  high SCC cows being milked once a 

day

  high SCC cows on restricted feed

  clinical cases

So take the following actions now:

  dry off low producing cows

  dry off high SCC cows

  don’t milk high SCC cows once a day

  look for, and treat, clinical cases

  teatspray, teatspray, teatspray!!!

producing less than 0.4kgMS/day have 

been shown to be at increased risk of 

mastitis the following calving and will 

be having an effect on your BMSCC and 

are only putting about 5 litres of milk 

in the vat anyway so why feed them as 

a milker? A cow producing less than 10 

litres a day can usually be abruptly dried 

off without a period of feed restriction 

prior to the last milking.

When drying off these early dry off 

cows 

  Apply teat spray immediately after 

administering Dry Cow Therapy or 

Teatseal. 

  Ideally they would not lie down for 

two hours after having any product 

inserted into the teat.

  They would go to a paddock that has 

not had effl uent spread on it for two 

weeks

  They would go to paddock where 

they cannot see or hear the shed

  They need to be VERY well marked in 

case they get back to the milkers

  Feed them at maintenance for 7 to 10 

days before increasing allowances to 

allow for BCS gain if required

We are currently planning our Teatseal Trailer season. 

We are seeking an indication on likely use to gauge 

your requirements. We, like you all, are trying to be 

as effi cient as possible and indications of numbers 

and location of heifers will greatly assist our forward 

planning. We usually start Teatsealing from early May 

and have fi nished by the second week of July. Please 

contact your local Blue Cross Veterinary Centre. 

Cow Drenching Pour-On Promotion
  Professional Veterinary advice on optimum 
timing and returns from Autumn Cow Drenching,

  1 day sale pricing on Genesis herd packs of 
cattle pour-on

  Continuous sausage sizzle
  All cattle pour-on drench sales purchased 
during promotion will have delayed payment 
until 20th Sept 2016.

All cattle pour-on purchases on the day 

will go into the draw for a Stihl Miniboss 

Chainsaw

Veterinary Centre Oamaru, 

311 Thames Street, Oamaru. 

Monday 18th April. 

12 midday until 4.00pm

Veterinary Centre Waimate

4 Gorges Road, Waimate

Friday 15th April. 

12 midday until 4.00pm

Come and talk to Myles, Hamish McKenzie from Merial Ancare and our 

experienced veterinary team.

Teatseal Trailer Booking



Wedding Bells

Our districts are fast becoming a 

popular tourist destination, especially 

with the nearly completed Alps 2 

Ocean cycle trail. This is taking a 

lot of people into areas that they 

wouldn’t have ventured into before. 

While driving around we often notice 

tourists taking a lot of interest in 

what is happening on farms with 

them not infrequently stopping to 

take photos. With the incidents that 

occurred in the media last spring it is 

essential that all staff are aware of the 

minimum welfare standards and stick 

to them.  We are able to give on farm 

training around welfare requirements 

with several farms getting us to 

give instruction around the humane 

destruction of animals. This means 

they have the documentation to meet 

the minimum standard that is required 

for the code. 

There are a lot of cull cows 

disappearing on trucks at the moment. 

It is important that only appropriate 

animals are selected to go.

This includes but isn’t limited to.

  Making sure that animals are above 

a body condition score 3.0, in reality 

you want them at 3.5 or greater. 

  Making sure that cows can bear 

weight on all four legs evenly.

  They are outside any meat and milk 

withhold periods.

  They must be free of injuries or 

signs of disease, ie no pus, blood or 

cancer eyes.

If there are cows that you are unsure 

about they may need a veterinary 

certifi cate. If cows are certifi ed they 

can only going to the local freezing 

works and can only be certifi ed for 7 

days. So it is important to have space 

booked before getting a certifi cate 

completed. 

Before they are put on a truck make 

sure they have been milked out, teat 

sprayed and have been held off grass 

for 4 hours but continue to feed straw, 

baleage/ silage. Also ensure they have 

water freely available. It is also very 

important to supplement them with 

magnesium for 3-4 days before they 

go.

We are having regular conversations 

with our clients around dry cow 

strategies. Cost reduction is at the 

forefront of every ones minds at the 

moment but it is important that a plan 

is implemented that will not severely 

compromise milk quality, clinical 

mastitis and put additional pressure on 

the farm team next winter/spring.

An extreme case example from last 

Welfare comment

The greater majority of herds which 

we see going off farm on a winter 

grazing contract are budgeted 

on cows being offered a standard 

14kgDM/cow day. Is this fi gure 

relevant to what your herd requires 

to meet target at calving? If they 

will need more can your grazier 

accommodate the number of cows 

you plan to send?

  1 BCS gain in a 480kg dry cow 

will require 2100MJME over 

and above maintenance and 

pregnancy requirements. 

  Therefore the difference between 

what a BCS 4.0 cow and a BCS 

5.0 cow are offered over a 60 day 

dry period is about 240kgDM (or 

4kgDM/day).

Our practice operates a 

comprehensive BCSing service 

whereby individual animals can be 

scored and with due to calve dates 

factored in calculate daily energy 

requirements to reach targets over 

the winter.

If performed in April, light cows 

can be identifi ed for preferential 

feeding, OAD milking or staggered 

dry off depending on your system 

before cows are dried off. The big 

advantage of doing this is that cows 

can be wintered in mobs based on 

due to calve date and not BCS as the 

herd profi le is fairly even before dry 

off.

Cow BCS and Preparing for Winter

Over the last few seasons we have seen 

an increasing incidence in metabolic 

disease (primarily milk fever) in the late 

lactation period.

This higher risk period, tends to start 

in mid-March and corresponds with 

lusher autumn growth (that has higher 

crude protein levels). Higher levels 

of ammonia (by-product of protein 

fermentation) can interfere with 

magnesium absorption.

Other risk factors include the 

application of autumn potassic 

fertilizers (which also interferes with 

magnesium absorption), cooling ground 

temperatures and possible mining of 

calcium bone stores over the course of 

the lactation (i.e. high producing cows 

on a low calcium diet – grains, maize 

Timely Reminder
This season we saw a high incidence 
of humeral fractures in heifers (long 
bone below the shoulder). Almost all 
these animals had extremely low levels 
of liver copper. Ensure that R2 cattle 
are dosed with copper in the form of 
either injection or oral bolus in April 
or May to prevent this condition in the 
following spring. Ask your Prime vet 
about setting up a copper programme 
for young stock.

Late Season Metabolic Disease
silage). Low Calcium to phosphate 

ratios in grass may also contribute on 

farms with extremely high soil Olsen P.

As a minimum ensure that cows are 

supplemented daily with magnesium 

over this period. Supplying MagCl 

through the water at 70g/cow/day 

serves as a good starting point. Contact 

your Prime Vet for more farm specifi c 

recommendations.

Just a reminder of our free delivery service. Orders 
made before 10am  - delivery that day. Orders 

phoned in after 10am – delivery the following day.

season was a local farm that had used 

whole herd Cepravin in the previous 

year, maintained a BMSCC under 

100,000 for the whole season and so 

elected not use DCT therapy in any cows 

at the end of last season. Subsequently 

the equivalent of 25% of the herd was 

treated for clinical mastitis over the dry 

period, meaning the shed could not be 

shut down. Over the ensuing 10 months, 

the equivalent of 100% of the herd has 

now been treated for clinical mastitis. 

The result has been massive cost and 

massive stress.

All cows – even low cell count cows, 

are at risk of developing mastitis post-

dry off if the correct preventative 

measures are not taken. 

Our advice would be to ensure every 

teat is treated. If budget constraints 

are tight and you are considering 

treating just a few high risk cows with 

long acting products e.g. Cepravin, 

we would suggest that you would be 

better to spend the same amount on 

more cows with short acting products 

(or sealants).

Important considerations

  Know what the risks and benefi ts are 

of the therapy/sealant you choose; 

actives, formulations, length of 

action and spectrum of activity are 

highly variable between products.

  Will you have less staff available in 

the shed next season if things go 

wrong?

  What will the environmental 

challenge be like for your herd over 

the winter/spring?

  Is you BMSCC climbing or higher 

than you are comfortable with?

Jessie & Richard Knight

Setting Your Herd and Your Farm Up for 
Ease and Low Cost Next Season

Bulk Somatic Cell Count

This year our ‘Ladies Night’ will be a ‘Ladies Day’ – with the focus being an 

on farm hands on, module based event. So pencil Wednesday 8th June into 

your calendar. Venue and kick off time, to be confi rmed. Looking forward to 

seeing you there.

Ladies Day
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