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Why is my dog itching? There are four most common reasons 
for your dogs allergies:

What can I give my dog to help? Apoquel is a treatment which 
provides fast, long-term relief from itch and inflammation. It is a new approach 
specifically designed to go straight to the source of the itch, meaning minimal 
side effects for your dog.

Is Apoquel for us? If your dog is over 1 year of age then come and see 
us at your nearest Blue Cross Veterinary Centre  for an examination. To solve the 
mystery behind your dogs itching we need to rule out possible diagnoses and 
identify the underlying cause.

How long will Apoquel take to work? It will start to relieve the 
itch within 4 hours and effectively control the itch with 24 hours.

What about side effects? With Apoquel there are fewer side effects 
commonly associated with steroid use such as excessive panting, eating, 
drinking and urinating. Any side effects shown in studies were mild.

Flea
allergy

Food
allergy

Contact
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Atopic  
dermatitis*

(*Atopic Dermatitis is itchy skin disease associated with environmental allergens)

My Dog Itches ... A LOT!

$20 OFF
PROPLAN DOG FOOD 15KG OR LARGER

SPECIAL OFFER

Revolutionary 
NEW Itch Control

HERE NOW!
a FAST and SAFE itch 

relief that helps restore 
the quality of life for 
your dog and you!

* Veterinary Prescription 
Medicine ONLY
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I am so pleased to see New Zealand now has 
access to Apoquel. I had a lot of great feedback 
from clients using this product both short and 
long term during my time working in the UK. 

It is great to finally have another medication in 
our toolbox for the management of itchy dogs 
which can be a nightmare both to owners and 
the veterinarians alike.

It allows us to continue to manage itchy dogs 
when disease processes like diabetes, cushings 
and liver disease make the commonly used 
steriods inappropriate and unsafe to use.

Felicity Morris BVSc
Veterinary Centre Oamaru



Because your pet deserves the very best

Cotton’s Corner
Did you know a female cat can produce 15-20 kittens a year? 
The world is incredibly overpopulated by stray cats....those 
poor souls have no homes to go to, no beds to sleep in and no 
humans at their beck-and-call!
My humans lead the way in responsible pet ownership and 
make sure that our Tiny Tigers are neutered when they leave 
here for their new homes! Being neutered means ovarian and 
testicular cancers are impossible.
Neutered pets tend to be happier, friendlier  
and less territorial so please make sure 
“your people” bring you in to talk to 
one of my Blue Cross vets about this 
routine surgical procedure!

                             ..............Cotton

Benefits of Speying 
or Neutering Your Pets 

Benefits of speying (females)
 �NO unwanted pregnancies 

• potential costs and trauma of C-sections 

• cost of kitten and puppy food

• finding homes - not always as easy as it 
seems!

 �NO more messy on heat seasons 

• don’t have to lock them up

• don’t have males harassing them

• reduced chance of mammary gland and 
ovarian/uterine cancer development in the 
future when speyed early

Benefits of neutering (males)
 � reduced aggression 

 � reduced unwanted sexual behaviours - 
humping/mounting etc 

 � no unwanted pregnancies- in your own 
bitches or other peoples (next door etc!!)

 � no testicular tumors

 � reduces likelihood of some prostatic 
problems from occurring 

Our Blue Cross veterinarians and nurses 
will take great care of your pet throughout the 
procedure. Our team is happy to answer any questions 
you have about the surgery and post-operative care.

Why Fleas keep coming back
Adult Fleas on pets, begin 
feeding within 10 minutes 
and can begin laying eggs 

within 24 hours

Eggs, a 
single flea 

can produce 
enough eggs 

for 380,000 
larvae in 12 

weeks

Larvae  
move away 

from the light  
and into carpet 

furnishings & bedding

Pupae mature 
into adult fleas 
in carpet & other 
soft furnishings

Adult Fleas jump onto 
your pet or human 
host. Newly hatched 
fleas can survive
for 4 days
without
feeding

Fleas on your pet are  
only 5% of your problem!

The other 95% are flea eggs and 
larvae, found in carpets, bedding,  

and other areas of the pet’s environment.

OBESITY MANAGEMENT

With the 3 Bag Discount Card
there has never been a better time to 

introduce the Obesity Diet to your pet!

15%
OFF

20%
OFF

15%
OFF

Great opportunity to try
with Huge Savings!

INTERESTING CASES
Last week Tim the (Tom) cat came to visit his Blue Cross 
veterinarian. His owner was fed up with him spraying urine in the 
house. Tim’s behaviour had started to change too – once a lovely 
friendly homely cat, he had now started roaming for days at a 
time and was moody and mean. On inspection, Tim’s vet found 
that he had never been neutered so he was booked for the very 
next day. Tim’s procedure was quick, painless and cost less than 
$55. He went home that afternoon and was quickly back to his 
normal, happy self – no more lingering smells in the house. Not 
only is Tim a lot nicer to have around but having your male cat 
neutered also benefits the entire community with less unwanted 
pregnancies. Tim’s Blue Cross vet advised that he should also live 
a much longer, healthier life with decreased risk of testicular and 
prostrate disease.

Tim the Tom Cat


