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Hardworking and reliable – the farm dog team loving every minute.

Comment
A recent NZ Beef and Lamb newsletter outlined the increase in red meat farm 

production effi ciencies over time. The article said lambing percentages are 20% 

higher and lamb carcass weights are up 25% compared to 20 years ago. 

This improvement is attributed to expert farm management, applied science and 

genetics, including breed changes. The recent positive economic reviews on red 

meat prospects, expanding Asian markets and a stabilised, market based return 

may even have some farmers feeling optimistic!

This information is of no surprise to our veterinary team who share the same 

desire as farmer clients to make ongoing sustainable improvements that increase 

productivity. Attendance at the recent roadshows showed that the industry remains 

thirsty for knowledge. The requests for follow up information on sustainable 

drench programmes, mineral supplementation and new feeding regimes indicate 

that the gains seen in the past 20 years are far from the end of the story.

It is essential we continue to review our performance, always looking to the next 

productive advantage so that we can again look back with satisfaction at the 

progress made when another 20 years passes.

  Lighter ewes and ewes under 
nutritional stress will benefi t 
from drenching sooner rather 
than later

  Talk to one of our vets about a 
refugia plan for your long acting 
drench.

  Mark 80 days after long acting 
drench application on your 
calender for your free FEC.

  Lamb Survival

  Managing triplets

  Vet LSD

  Deer Leptospirosis

  Deer Johne’s Disease

  Wormwatch 

  Timely reminders

  Metabolic diseases in sheep

  Product Notes

Metabolic disease in sheep
Ewes get milk fever (low calcium) and 

sleepy sickness (lack of energy) when 

they are full of lambs and under fed run-

ning up to or around lambing. There are 

other situations that disturb the meta-

bolic balance such as grazing recently 

limed paddocks and sudden change 

from older pastures to lush green feed 

(oats, rye-corn or Italian). 

The best solution is to feed multiple 

ewes well and transition off crops in 

the last 3 weeks before lambing. Mul-

tiples need saved grass (at least 4 cm) 

or green feed (1.7kgDM/ewe/day) in the 

last 3 weeks before the start of lamb-

ing. This late pregnancy feed require-

ment for multiples is 50% more feed 

than what was required through early 

to mid pregnancy. Avoid bulky poor 

quality feeds.  If the grass isn’t there 

and ewes are light, barley or sheep nuts 

may prevent metabolic disasters. Some 

mix caus-mag (MgO) with the concen-

trate (10g/ewe/day). 

Treatment of down, near-term ewes 

is with 100mL of calcium solution un-

der the skin (I never tire of seeing the 

magic of calcium treatment) and some 

energy tonic (e.g. Ketol). Provide wa-

ter, extra feed and shelter. If you can 

get them up and eating, you’ve got a 

chance of saving them, some are too 

far gone with organ failure. Lambs are 

often born dead. 

Season Review – Very wet. Good 

grass growth. Not too cold and ani-

mals coping well. A few sore feet.

Right Now – Drying out. Just start-

ed vaccinating pre lamb and getting 

fertiliser on. Feeding out for anoth-

er month and half. Only six weeks to 

the next drought!

Sheep and Beef Industry – Lamb 

prices are sitting good. It is looking 

good for the next year. We have not 

moved on any cattle for sale.

Off farm – the days are very short 

at the moment so little time to 

get out on the bike – too cold also. 

Had a good laugh at the movie Mrs 

Browns boys!

Tell us how it is out there
Ewesnews farmers this month.

Roger, Agnes and Hamish Fox.



Dave Robertson BVSc

Sheep Production 

Just a reminder of our 
free delivery service. 

Orders made before 10am
 - delivery that day. 

Orders phoned in after 10am – 
delivery the following 

day.

There are some 

very good 

scanning tallies 

coming through 

so now the focus 

shifts to realising 

that potential. 

 “70% of all 

lamb deaths can 

be avoided by 

good ewe nutrition and preventative 

measures” (K Geenty, 200 by 2000 

booklet), this doesn’t leave much to 

blame on the weather…

There are a number of management 

decisions that can make a difference 

right now to the number of lambs that 

survive to tailing (and their weaning 

weights). Maintaining ewe condition 

and feeding twin ewes preferentially 

5 weeks out from lambing are key 

drivers of lamb vigour. Pre-lamb shear 

at least 6 weeks before due date, closer 

than this can strip fat from the ewe 

(especially during a cold snap) that 

the developing lamb needs so it can 

produce heat to survive. 

Lamb Survival – Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc

Triplet Management

This is a challenging area for any 

shepherd. Triplet management is 

defi nitely one area that we would like 

some simple solutions to keeping all 

three alive. The fact is there is always 

a smaller lamb out of the three, and 

these have a much greater chance of 

dying. In one study the lightest triplet 

had a mortality of 56%, the middle 

sized 40% and the heaviest 28%. 

Dystocia (or traffi c jams) are still 

the biggest cause of triplet deaths, 

followed by exposure or starvation.

SO what can we do to improve the 

odds? In some studies, concentrate 

feeding 3 weeks pre-lamb can improve 

lamb survival of triplets. Molasses 

based salt/mineral blocks have also 

been shown to be benefi cial. Putting 

triplet ewes on herbage swards 2 

weeks before lambing (plantain, 

chicory, lucerne) increases lamb 

survival, milk yields and weaning 

weights. Not only are these feeds 

higher energy, they provide shelter 

for new-borns. 

However, there is still no substitute 

for putting in the work with triplets. 

Some have the singles lambing close 

to the shed and mother the bigger 

triplet lambs onto singles when they 

are born, others might hand rear one 

of the triplets, the largest one is better 

for orphan rearing. Using IP dextrose 

(abdominally injected) to revive weak 

little lambs works really well. Talk to 

us about yogurtising milk for orphan 

lambs, it will dramatically improve 

your success of rearing, and reduce 

the heart break of losing pet lambs at 

the 3-4 wk stage. 

Removing parasite burdens and 

supplementing with iodine and vitamin 

E (LSD drench) are other areas that 

have shown benefi ts. 

There is never a substitute for a good 

attentive lambing shepherd who knows 

when to intervene and when to leave 

things alone. 

Reducing lambing mob size of twinners 

(particularly in fi ne wool twin mobs) has 

shown to decrease losses due to mis-

mothering. Shelter-belts and tussocks 

will defi nitely make a difference during 

cold snaps. We have had some good 

discussion in the sheep production 

group on this topic. 

Timely 
Reminders - 
August

  Carry out a footrot inspection 

to reduce the pool of infected 

animals present during the 

lambing period

  Give sheep a lice treatment off-

shears

  Ewes will need a clostridial 

vaccine (5 in 1 or Covexin) 

booster 2 weeks pre-lamb

  Drench your yearling heifers and 

consider giving them a mineral 

boost

Deer Leptospirosis – Dougal MacLachlan BVSc

Recent survey work by Massey University indicates a large proportion of 

deer herds are likely to be infected with Leptospirosis. 

Leptospirosis is most importantly a zoonosis capable of infecting man 

(especially farmers, freezing workers, vets!) with a very debilitating disease. 

Infection occurs via contact with infected urine. The dairy industry has been 

very proactive promoting control measures for dairy herds to protect dairy 

workers, but the beef and deer industries are trailing in their wake. 

Leptospirosis in deer has the potential to affect reproductive performance 

and growth rates. Effects however can be insidious, as clinical disease is not a 

common presenting feature. An opportunity exists while on farm for routine 

work such as TB testing and scanning to blood test a group of animals to 

ascertain your farm status. 

Fortunately the disease is controllable by vaccination if identifi ed. 

A summary on how your fattening animals have performed over the last 7 years 

is available upon request from the Johnes Management Limited (JML) group. Do 

you realise that an 80c slaughter levy funds this group, so it’s your money to 

utilise. They have works data, collected since 2006, that will give you a season’s 

tally of number slaughtered, average weight, lesion incidence, average kill date, 

and total kilograms of carcass processed. 

Retrospectively you can gauge whether performance is improving or declining, 

bearing in mind events such as inclement weather, feed supply, seasonal variation, 

etc. 

Don’t be afraid to look for solutions to help increase profi tability. Knowledge is 

king! Contact Dougall McLachlan (Vet Centre Waimate) for more details. 

Product Notes
Eweguard supply – Eweguard Se B12 

supply has been exhausted. Eweguard 

plain and selenised remain available 

and combined with Prolaject B12 

injection will achieve the same outcome  

as Eweguard Se B12. Contact your 

Veterinary Centre vet to discuss.

Eweguard/Cydectin - Footvax toxicity 

reminder – Footvax and Eweguard 

cannot be used at the same time. The 

same issues apply to Cydectin injection 

(short acting).  It is safe to use Cydectin 

long acting or Exodus long acting 

injection with Footvax.

Prolavax Se Ewe has been a popular 

5 in 1 pre lamb vaccination option this 

season. Please be advised that there 

may be no Prolavax lamb available this 

season.

Formalin procedures – All clients who 

purchase formalin are required to 

provide their Hazardous Substances 

certifi cation number to their formalin 

supplier. We will be contacting formalin 

clients in the next few weeks to ensure 

we have the necessary details  

New Colostrum Product - Milligan’s 

Excel Plus colostrum for new born 

lambs and calves is now available 

at the Veterinary Centre. It has 15% 

immunoglobulins which is twice the 

amount of many competing products.

New Edible Flea treatment for dogs 

- There is a new edible fl ea treatment 

for dogs. Bravecto utilises a new 

technology that kill fl eas and ticks in 

8 hours and lasts for 12 weeks.  The 12 

week prevention is not only convenient 

for the owner but also ensures the 

environment is eradicated of these 

external pests as well.

Johnes Update – Dougal MacLachlan BVSc

Many lambs conceived, scanned and born in New Zealand 

fl ocks die before tailing each year. Vet LSD is a New Zealand 

product containing essential trace elements and anti-oxi-

dants, selenium, iodine and chromium along with Vitamins 

A, D, E and C. LSD is an easy mixed and administered sup-

plement best given when doing other pre lamb treatments. 

LSD has shown through trial work to improve ewe scanning 

performance along with early lamb vigour and consequent 

survival. Talk to one of our Blue Cross vets about how LSD 

can help you get more lambs to the market. 

Veterinary LSD



Dave Robertson BVSc

Sheep Production 

Just a reminder of our 
free delivery service. 

Orders made before 10am
 - delivery that day. 

Orders phoned in after 10am – 
delivery the following 

day.

There are some 

very good 

scanning tallies 

coming through 

so now the focus 

shifts to realising 

that potential. 

 “70% of all 

lamb deaths can 

be avoided by 

good ewe nutrition and preventative 

measures” (K Geenty, 200 by 2000 

booklet), this doesn’t leave much to 

blame on the weather…

There are a number of management 

decisions that can make a difference 

right now to the number of lambs that 

survive to tailing (and their weaning 

weights). Maintaining ewe condition 

and feeding twin ewes preferentially 

5 weeks out from lambing are key 

drivers of lamb vigour. Pre-lamb shear 

at least 6 weeks before due date, closer 

than this can strip fat from the ewe 

(especially during a cold snap) that 

the developing lamb needs so it can 

produce heat to survive. 

Lamb Survival – Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc

Triplet Management

This is a challenging area for any 

shepherd. Triplet management is 

defi nitely one area that we would like 

some simple solutions to keeping all 

three alive. The fact is there is always 

a smaller lamb out of the three, and 

these have a much greater chance of 

dying. In one study the lightest triplet 

had a mortality of 56%, the middle 

sized 40% and the heaviest 28%. 

Dystocia (or traffi c jams) are still 

the biggest cause of triplet deaths, 

followed by exposure or starvation.

SO what can we do to improve the 

odds? In some studies, concentrate 

feeding 3 weeks pre-lamb can improve 

lamb survival of triplets. Molasses 

based salt/mineral blocks have also 

been shown to be benefi cial. Putting 

triplet ewes on herbage swards 2 

weeks before lambing (plantain, 

chicory, lucerne) increases lamb 

survival, milk yields and weaning 

weights. Not only are these feeds 

higher energy, they provide shelter 

for new-borns. 

However, there is still no substitute 

for putting in the work with triplets. 

Some have the singles lambing close 

to the shed and mother the bigger 

triplet lambs onto singles when they 

are born, others might hand rear one 

of the triplets, the largest one is better 

for orphan rearing. Using IP dextrose 

(abdominally injected) to revive weak 

little lambs works really well. Talk to 

us about yogurtising milk for orphan 

lambs, it will dramatically improve 

your success of rearing, and reduce 

the heart break of losing pet lambs at 

the 3-4 wk stage. 

Removing parasite burdens and 

supplementing with iodine and vitamin 

E (LSD drench) are other areas that 

have shown benefi ts. 

There is never a substitute for a good 

attentive lambing shepherd who knows 

when to intervene and when to leave 

things alone. 

Reducing lambing mob size of twinners 

(particularly in fi ne wool twin mobs) has 

shown to decrease losses due to mis-

mothering. Shelter-belts and tussocks 

will defi nitely make a difference during 

cold snaps. We have had some good 

discussion in the sheep production 

group on this topic. 

Timely 
Reminders - 
August

  Carry out a footrot inspection 

to reduce the pool of infected 

animals present during the 

lambing period

  Give sheep a lice treatment off-

shears

  Ewes will need a clostridial 

vaccine (5 in 1 or Covexin) 

booster 2 weeks pre-lamb

  Drench your yearling heifers and 

consider giving them a mineral 

boost

Deer Leptospirosis – Dougal MacLachlan BVSc

Recent survey work by Massey University indicates a large proportion of 

deer herds are likely to be infected with Leptospirosis. 

Leptospirosis is most importantly a zoonosis capable of infecting man 

(especially farmers, freezing workers, vets!) with a very debilitating disease. 

Infection occurs via contact with infected urine. The dairy industry has been 

very proactive promoting control measures for dairy herds to protect dairy 

workers, but the beef and deer industries are trailing in their wake. 

Leptospirosis in deer has the potential to affect reproductive performance 

and growth rates. Effects however can be insidious, as clinical disease is not a 

common presenting feature. An opportunity exists while on farm for routine 

work such as TB testing and scanning to blood test a group of animals to 

ascertain your farm status. 

Fortunately the disease is controllable by vaccination if identifi ed. 

A summary on how your fattening animals have performed over the last 7 years 

is available upon request from the Johnes Management Limited (JML) group. Do 

you realise that an 80c slaughter levy funds this group, so it’s your money to 

utilise. They have works data, collected since 2006, that will give you a season’s 

tally of number slaughtered, average weight, lesion incidence, average kill date, 

and total kilograms of carcass processed. 

Retrospectively you can gauge whether performance is improving or declining, 

bearing in mind events such as inclement weather, feed supply, seasonal variation, 

etc. 

Don’t be afraid to look for solutions to help increase profi tability. Knowledge is 

king! Contact Dougall McLachlan (Vet Centre Waimate) for more details. 

Product Notes
Eweguard supply – Eweguard Se B12 

supply has been exhausted. Eweguard 

plain and selenised remain available 

and combined with Prolaject B12 

injection will achieve the same outcome  

as Eweguard Se B12. Contact your 

Veterinary Centre vet to discuss.

Eweguard/Cydectin - Footvax toxicity 

reminder – Footvax and Eweguard 

cannot be used at the same time. The 

same issues apply to Cydectin injection 

(short acting).  It is safe to use Cydectin 

long acting or Exodus long acting 

injection with Footvax.

Prolavax Se Ewe has been a popular 

5 in 1 pre lamb vaccination option this 

season. Please be advised that there 

may be no Prolavax lamb available this 

season.

Formalin procedures – All clients who 

purchase formalin are required to 

provide their Hazardous Substances 

certifi cation number to their formalin 

supplier. We will be contacting formalin 

clients in the next few weeks to ensure 

we have the necessary details  

New Colostrum Product - Milligan’s 

Excel Plus colostrum for new born 

lambs and calves is now available 

at the Veterinary Centre. It has 15% 

immunoglobulins which is twice the 

amount of many competing products.

New Edible Flea treatment for dogs 

- There is a new edible fl ea treatment 

for dogs. Bravecto utilises a new 

technology that kill fl eas and ticks in 

8 hours and lasts for 12 weeks.  The 12 

week prevention is not only convenient 

for the owner but also ensures the 

environment is eradicated of these 

external pests as well.

Johnes Update – Dougal MacLachlan BVSc

Many lambs conceived, scanned and born in New Zealand 

fl ocks die before tailing each year. Vet LSD is a New Zealand 

product containing essential trace elements and anti-oxi-

dants, selenium, iodine and chromium along with Vitamins 

A, D, E and C. LSD is an easy mixed and administered sup-

plement best given when doing other pre lamb treatments. 

LSD has shown through trial work to improve ewe scanning 

performance along with early lamb vigour and consequent 

survival. Talk to one of our Blue Cross vets about how LSD 

can help you get more lambs to the market. 

Veterinary LSD



Ewes News

Veterinary Centre Oamaru Ph 03-434 5666
Veterinary Centre Waimate Ph 03-689 7213 
Veterinary Centre Palmerston Ph 03-465 1291
Veterinary Centre Glenavy Ph 03-689 8118
Veterinary Centre Kurow Ph 03-436 0567
Veterinary Centre Omarama Ph 03-438 9868
Veterinary Centre Ranfurly Ph 03-444 1020

“the leading light in 
animal health”

In this issue

August 2014

Worm Watch Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc

INFECTIVE LARVAL LEVEL ON PASTURE

AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUG

1

2

4

3

5

L
A

R
V

A
E

/H
E

R
B

A
G

E
 X

 1
0

3

OVERWINTERED 
LARVAE FROM 

PREVIOUS SEASON

LARVAE 
PERIPARTURIENT 

RISE

LARGE AUTUMN 
PEAK FROM LAMBS C

ur
re

nt
 m

on
th

Hardworking and reliable – the farm dog team loving every minute.

Comment
A recent NZ Beef and Lamb newsletter outlined the increase in red meat farm 

production effi ciencies over time. The article said lambing percentages are 20% 

higher and lamb carcass weights are up 25% compared to 20 years ago. 

This improvement is attributed to expert farm management, applied science and 

genetics, including breed changes. The recent positive economic reviews on red 

meat prospects, expanding Asian markets and a stabilised, market based return 

may even have some farmers feeling optimistic!

This information is of no surprise to our veterinary team who share the same 

desire as farmer clients to make ongoing sustainable improvements that increase 

productivity. Attendance at the recent roadshows showed that the industry remains 

thirsty for knowledge. The requests for follow up information on sustainable 

drench programmes, mineral supplementation and new feeding regimes indicate 

that the gains seen in the past 20 years are far from the end of the story.

It is essential we continue to review our performance, always looking to the next 

productive advantage so that we can again look back with satisfaction at the 

progress made when another 20 years passes.

  Lighter ewes and ewes under 
nutritional stress will benefi t 
from drenching sooner rather 
than later

  Talk to one of our vets about a 
refugia plan for your long acting 
drench.

  Mark 80 days after long acting 
drench application on your 
calender for your free FEC.

  Lamb Survival

  Managing triplets

  Vet LSD

  Deer Leptospirosis

  Deer Johne’s Disease

  Wormwatch 

  Timely reminders

  Metabolic diseases in sheep

  Product Notes

Metabolic disease in sheep
Ewes get milk fever (low calcium) and 

sleepy sickness (lack of energy) when 

they are full of lambs and under fed run-

ning up to or around lambing. There are 

other situations that disturb the meta-

bolic balance such as grazing recently 

limed paddocks and sudden change 

from older pastures to lush green feed 

(oats, rye-corn or Italian). 

The best solution is to feed multiple 

ewes well and transition off crops in 

the last 3 weeks before lambing. Mul-

tiples need saved grass (at least 4 cm) 

or green feed (1.7kgDM/ewe/day) in the 

last 3 weeks before the start of lamb-

ing. This late pregnancy feed require-

ment for multiples is 50% more feed 

than what was required through early 

to mid pregnancy. Avoid bulky poor 

quality feeds.  If the grass isn’t there 

and ewes are light, barley or sheep nuts 

may prevent metabolic disasters. Some 

mix caus-mag (MgO) with the concen-

trate (10g/ewe/day). 

Treatment of down, near-term ewes 

is with 100mL of calcium solution un-

der the skin (I never tire of seeing the 

magic of calcium treatment) and some 

energy tonic (e.g. Ketol). Provide wa-

ter, extra feed and shelter. If you can 

get them up and eating, you’ve got a 

chance of saving them, some are too 

far gone with organ failure. Lambs are 

often born dead. 

Season Review – Very wet. Good 

grass growth. Not too cold and ani-

mals coping well. A few sore feet.

Right Now – Drying out. Just start-

ed vaccinating pre lamb and getting 

fertiliser on. Feeding out for anoth-

er month and half. Only six weeks to 

the next drought!

Sheep and Beef Industry – Lamb 

prices are sitting good. It is looking 

good for the next year. We have not 

moved on any cattle for sale.

Off farm – the days are very short 

at the moment so little time to 

get out on the bike – too cold also. 

Had a good laugh at the movie Mrs 

Browns boys!

Tell us how it is out there
Ewesnews farmers this month.

Roger, Agnes and Hamish Fox.


