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Animal Health Comment
At the Veterinary 
Centre we are 
committed to 
servicing what we 
sell. We do by far the 
most FEC monitoring 
of long acting 
products and are 
very active in running 
and promoting 

sustainable worm control message with 
drench effi cacy testing. We also have the 
technical experience within our group 
and backing from our suppliers to deal 

with any issues. These technological 
advancements in drenching have been 
extensively researched and refi ned with 
the help of our practice on your farms 
over many years. We know that with the 
privilege of providing these products 
comes signifi cant responsibility to do 
our utmost to facilitate sustainable and 
informed use of them. Understanding 
your environment, the complexity of 
the business and production systems 
is an integral part of our local and 
science-based service. 
Pre lamb animal health treatments are 

certainly not standardised. Many fl ocks 
justify and see benefi ts of long acting 
worm control, whereas other fl ocks 
achieve good levels of production 
without reliance on drenches to achieve 
this.
Discussing your refugia strategy and 
your targeted drenching plan with a 
Veterinary Centre Sheep and Beef 
focused vet is the best way to get the 
sustainable and production balance 

right for your fl ock this spring. 

New Territory Manager 
in Waitaki Valley

We welcome Lisa 

Geard into the role 

of Territory Manager 

in the Waitaki Valley 

also covering Lindis 

Pass and Twizel. Lisa 

is living near Duntroon 

and is very keen to get 

involved in the local community. Lisa is a 

Telford graduate and enjoys spending time 

with her horse and working on the farm with 

her partner and their dogs. She is looking 

forward to helping the team provide great 

service to clients in the Waitaki Valley area.

Lisa Geard

Adrian Evans and daughter Mandy farm 
in partnership at Poolburn, Ida Valley, 
where they run an intensive sheep and 
beef breeding and fattening operation. 
The Evans place a lot of emphasis on 
making the most of every lamb that 
hits the ground, and do everything to 
maximise lamb survival. With recent 
scanning results  of 220% in the 
Coopworth ewes and 153% in the 
hoggets, the Evans are in for a busy 
lambing period.
Leading into winter with good ewe 
condition and pasture cover has set 
them up well. Recently the Evan’s have 
had success in this years national ewe 
and hogget competition with a 2nd 
place in the Coopworth section and 
they won the fl ock performance award. 
We discussed the factors that will 
ensure a good lambing.
Ewe Condition and Feeding 
Adrian is happy with the condition 
of the ewes leading into lambing this 
year, which he considers, along with 
level of feeding over the last trimester 
and into lactation, as the key to a 
good tailing percentage. Following 
scanning, multiples are separated and 
preferentially fed through the winter 
and early spring to meet the extra 
demand. Singles are held until lambing 
when feed is increased to meet higher 
demands of lactation. 

Over the last trimester, we should aim to 
keep ewes at a body condition score of 
3 or above. This will translate to better 
birth weights and milk production, 
compared with ewes that decrease in 
condition over this time. 
Lambing Management 
Ewes are set into mobs for the lambing 
period, with Mandy carrying out a 
lambing beat each day and shedding 
off ewes every few days. Anything that 
requires assistance is picked up. Twins 
and triplets are marked and lambs are 
tailed within the fi rst few days of birth. 
This intensive lambing management, 
combined with sheltered paddocks 
results in optimal lamb survival. Last 
season the mixed aged ewes scanned 
216% and tailed 188%, which is a 13 
percentage loss of lambs (% difference 
between scanning and tailing/scanning 
%).
Last season, Mandy reared about 80 
lambs, with an aim to foster on as 
many lambs as possible to reduce the 
numbers hand reared.
Animal Health 
Pre-lamb treatment with a Bionic 
capsule and 5 in 1 injection is given to  
hoggets, providing them with a 100 
days of parasite control, as well as 
optimal levels of Cobalt and Selenium. 
Eweguard is used in the ewes as a single 
injection to provide worm control and a 
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Lamb survival: Management Practices to 
Maximise Lamb Survival  - Case Study
Getting more lambs to survive at birth is the area where most sheep breeding 
farms have opportunities to make improvements. 

5 in 1 booster. 
A long-acting Iodine injection (Flexidine) 
is given pre-tup to all ewes and 
hoggets, for multiple benefi ts including 
increased ovulation/conception rates 
and improved lamb survival (allowing 
the lamb to generate more heat for 
longer).  
All hoggets receive Toxovax and 
Campyvax vaccinations pre-tup, to 
reduce the effect of the two diseases 
on conception rates, abortion rates and 
lamb survival. Campylobacter infection, 
in particular, can lead to mid-late term 
abortion storms, as well as the birth of 
a large number of weak lambs (without  
signifi cant abortions). 
Shearing
Ewes are shorn every 6 months. For 
the Evans, the most important thing 
is reducing the number of cast ewes 
around lambing, while also increasing 
lamb birth weight and improving wool 
quality.

Lamb survival is complex with 

many factors to consider. With 

70% of the survival picture 

being under management 

control the Evans have ticked 

off most of the things that they 

can do to optimise returns from 

a prolifi c fl ock. It is now up to 

mother nature to deliver a good 

Spring to cap it off. 

5 in 1 with B12 Available
We have fi nally got some B12 

into the 5 in 1 multine. Supply 

is going to be limited. So order 

before August 14. 

Do your ewes need B12? Well it 

is logical to supplement ewes 

pre-lamb in order to boost 

foetal B12 stores and supply 

higher levels in the colostrum 

and ongoing milk supply. 

In our North Otago capsule trial 

last year we found that 40% 

of ewes that did not receive 

a Bionic SeCo capsule pre-

lamb were defi cient in B12 at 

weaning, so it may be an issue 

with some ewe fl ocks. If ewes 

are defi cient, then their lambs 

B12 levels will soon become 

depleted post weaning. 

If you are not using Bionic 

SeCo capsules, then a standard 

approach might be to drench 

ewes with a triple combination 

Matrix Hi Min and inject with 

a Multine 5 in 1-B12. This will 

clean out the worm burden 

and supply a boost of Se (in 

the drench) and B12 2-4 weeks 

prior to lambing. 

Dave Robertson
 BVSc, BSc
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Vet LSD drench: Do Ewes need 
extra vitamin E pre-lamb?
New Zealand research has shown benefi ts of extra Vitamin E with respect to 

lamb survival. The vitamin E antioxidant is tied up with selenium, fl uid dynamics 

within the foetus and lamb vigour. Vitamin E is highest in 

green, growing leafy feedand it is lower in grains and stored 

feed. So you can probably decide whether your ewes might 

benefi t from the additional vitamin supplement prior to 

lambing…or if it is worth leaving out? 

Our Vet-LSD has been formulated (with vitamin 

A,C,D&E + Se + Cromium) and tested in New Zealand 

environments and widely used for over 15 years, hence 

why we endorse the use of it. It is an insurance against a 

very easily fi xed defi ciency that can cost you production. 

It can be mixed with most drenches, just dilute 1:1 before 

mixing (a 2mL concentrate dose becomes 4mL). Then 

add that to an allocated amount of drench for the mob. 

e.g. 500 ewes getting a 15mL dose of drench = 7500mL 

drench, + 2000mL of vetLSD (1000mL VetLSD: 1000mL 

water mix). Ewes then get a 19mL dose of the combined 

mix. We have confi dence that it does not interact with 

other drenches. We recommend using it on the same 

day that you make it up.

Lamb rearing 
In farming we are always looking for areas where we can make improvements 

or reduce wastage. It is well known that increasing the potential lamb 

harvest on farm through improving lamb survival and triplet management 

is an area where gains can be made. But what is the cost of that extra effort 

to rear orphan lambs, or more intensively shepherd your fl ock? Employing 

an extra lambing shepherd at $25/hr for 1 month would have to save 60 

lambs to break even… or do it yourself and it’s all a bonus from your labour. 

With current store lamb prices it is likely that lamb rearing (at $40-50 per 

lamb) might stack up fi nancially on lambs that would otherwise be a dead 

loss to the system. The economics of lamb rearing are favourable if you can 

get them onto 200g/lamb of meal after 5 weeks (weaning off milk at~12kg 

liveweight) and then keep them on this meal at 0.5kg/lamb with quality 

grass for another month (until 25kg+).  To do this you have to be disciplined 

and organised with your system. 

At our recent prolifi c ewe management and lamb rearing 
workshops we reviewed many issues and some new 
concepts and products. 
We have made a lamb rearing resource for you on all 
aspects of the subject that you may need to review or 
consider when setting up for the season. 
One of the new products we are stocking is a whey-based 
milk powder designed for lambs and kids. It is SPRAYFO 
PRIMO LAMB. 

  Nutritional components (fats and proteins) are micro-
encapsulated to allow better absorption. It does not 
contain casein proteins, so it is 
rapidly absorbed across 
the gut. This promotes 
the consumption of 
meal, therefore developing 
the rumen faster and 
enabling earlier weaning. 
The feeding schedule is 
the same as other milk 
powders. 

  Less risk of abomasal 
bloat. An alternative 
to yoghurtizing milk 
replacer. 

Ewe 
Condition at 
Lambing
NZ data indicates that if ewes 
are held at BCS 3 up to the point 
of lambing versus losing 0.5 
BCS in the last trimester, the 
difference is around $13/ewe in 
terms of extra lambs surviving 
and improved lamb growth to 
weaning. 
The feeding plan for twinning 
and triplet ewes up to lambing is 
to feed 1.5x winter maintenance 
from mid-August to the start of 
lambing. 
Maintaining ewe condition will 
mean they will have better birth 
weight lambs and milk well – a 
key component to the odds of 
survival in the fi rst day. 

Metabolic Cases
If you are seeing a few metabolic cases (downer ewes close to lambing) this could be 

a “tip of the iceberg” indicator of a larger issue with a feed defi cit.

Treatment wise most farmers should have a packet of Glucalphos (calcium), 

50mL syringe and some ketol (for energy) handy for any wobbly ewes. Please 

discuss with a vet if you are having issues with this. 

Fine wool lamb fi nishing is 

a challenging, yet rewarding 

farming practice. With 

lamb and fi ne wool prices 

looking strong, there can be 

good margins in wintering 

fi ne wool lambs as long as 

animal health issues are well 

managed. 

Callum and Dayna Paterson 

run Ida Valley Station near 

Poolburn. They run a large 

Polwarth  ewe fl ock and since 

developing irrigation on the 

property they fi nish all their 

lambs. 4000 replacement 

ewe hoggets and 5000 store 

hoggets are taken through 

the winter. The goal is to kill 

the store hoggets at 44kg 

live weight in the spring and 

Reviving Chilled lambs with IP Dextrose

The system of saving lambs “on the way out” is as follows

- Cold lambs with no suck refl ex, unable to stand:

1. Inject 40mL of warmed 20% detrose into the abdomen (1cm down and 

2cm across from navel). 

2. Dry and warm lamb slowly over 30- 40minutes. 

3. Once moving more tube feed with 100mL of colostrum. Repeat in 1 hour. 

The order of this process is important. If you warm lambs up too fast or 

feed them fi rst it draws blood fl ow (and their very last reserves) away from 

the vital organs and they expire very quickly. Hence the dextrose gives 

them some extra energy for heat production. 

Ask about our “lamb revival packs” at a Veterinary Centre store. The have 

an instruction sheet and all the bits you need. 

SPRAYFO PRIMO
LAMB MILK REPLACER

Central Otago Fine Wool Lamb Finishing
– Ida Valley Station - Michael Lilley BVSc

shear 3.5kg of 19 micron 

wool in early September. 

Callum says it has been 

a challenging winter for 

lambs with a high parasite 

challenge and good 

conditions for scald and 

footrot. It has created some 

work troughing mobs to 

control scald and all hoggets 

were tipped to remove any of 

those infected with footrot 

for treatment. 

Regular weighing is 

undertaken to monitor 

growth rates. Replacement 

hoggets were administered 

Extender Junior capsules 

in early March and at 

reweighing in June they 

were 3.5kg heavier than 

the untreated mob. The 

untreated mob was still 

regularly drenched. This 

indicates a high larval 

challenge was present that 

impacted on growth rates. 

The long acting B12 and 

selenium in the capsule 

would also have ensured 

optimal mineral status over 

the Autumn period.  
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