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Comment
February marks 
the 5th birthday of 
the opening of the 
Veterinary Centre 
Ranfurly. We have 
always believed 
that our business 
model of providing 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e 

veterinary services backed by premium 
products and competitive pricing would 
benefi t farmers in the Maniototo. The 
Ranfurly clinic continues to move 
forward, with the resident veterinarian, 
Michael Lilley now a business partner, 
and is one of two full time vets on the 
ground, with a third being primed to join 
the team. Thank you for your support 
and we look forward to continuing to 

provide gold standard professional 
services (and service in general) to 
farmers in the area.   

This month Ewesnews is focused 
on what are typical animal health 
challenges for this time of the year 
that have been accentuated by recent 
weather conditions. Fly and worm 
pressure is such that it may require 
changes to standard approaches used 
in most other years. We are fi elding 
more calls about sheep already 
fl ystruck and we suspect recent rain will 
result in a increased worm challenge. 
Our team is here to help you make the 
best decisions to keep ahead of what 
this remarkable summer is presenting 
with respect to animal health.

February 2018

Jeff Spillane, 
Commercial Manager
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Beef Cattle Pregnancy Testing   Dave Robertson BVSC, BSc

The 2018 Veterinary Centre beef cow 
pregnancy testing team is determined 
to deliver the best information and value 
for money from your herd pregnancy 
monitoring. We have shown through 
our cycle scanning, body condition 
monitoring, trace-element testing and 
evaluation of bull performance that 
we can deliver so much more value to 
your business than just hooking out the 
dries and driving off. 

Benefi ts of dating beef cattle 
pregnancies includes:

  Being able to monitor cows closer at 
calving. Especially with heifers and 
studs recording calves on the drop. 

  Calculate a conception rate to each 
cycle and monitor the effi ciency of 
cow cycling and bull activity. 

  Winter later cows differently. 

  Sell 3rd cycle/late calving cows 
or these can be the fi rst to go if 
required. 

  Identify bull sub-fertility.

If you have more dry cows than normal 
but have not aged pregnancy tested, 
you have missed a big opportunity to 
get to the cause of the problem.

 “…There were real benefi ts with grazing 
management and we’ll defi nitely do 
it again next year” was one farmers 
comment recently around dating of 
pregnancies.

Recording of the aged data can be as 
simple as a spray dot on the back, some 
put a sheep tag in the ear of 3rd cycle 
cows, or we can record tag /EID with 

Its great to be on board with our local dog trials again 
this year. We are pleased to again be sponsoring a major 
prize of Stihl garden range equipment to each event. 
Below are the event dates just in case you have not had 
time to put them in your diary. Also its not too late to get 
your dogs vaccinated prior – most days we can manage 
farm dog vaccinations at reasonably short notice.   

Dog Trial Dates

February 11th/12th  TOKARAHI CC

February 23rd/24th STRATH TAIERI CC 

February 25th/26th WAITAKI CDC

March 4th/5th OMARAMA CDC

March 6th/7th PATEAROA CC

March 13th/14th  ST BATHANS CC

March 16th/17th PALMERSTON CC

March 24th/25th KYEBURN DTC

April 3rd/4th MACRAES FLAT CC

April 5th/6th WAIHEMO CC

April 13th/14th WAIMATE DTC

April 20th/21st OAMARU CDC

April 27th/28th CENTRE CHAMPS STRATH TAIERI CC

May 19th OMAKAU- EARNSCLEUGH  CC

In my experience talking to farmers about 
fertilizer and chemical applications, one 
thing I often hear when I have asked why 
they have/are using a certain product is 
that “the rep told me to”.  There seems 
to be a lack of awareness of alternative 
products that may be better suited to 
your farming needs which are potentially 
available at a lower cost.  This is an area I 

believe could be greatly improved.

As part of a new service The Veterinary Centre is offering, 
I am available to offer independent agronomy advice, 
whether it be designing/commenting on fertilizer and 
chemical programs or providing independent interpretation 
of results from soil and herbage tests.

I can undertake DM testing and botanical compositions 
within the clinic and will generally have the results back to 
you by the next day.

I am also available on appointment to visit farms and go on 
a pasture or crop walk and discuss visual observations on 
health, quality, yield and be used as a sounding board for 
ideas on how to improve or maintain future performance.

Agronomy & Animal Health

Nick Reed BSc

the pregnancy status data. We have an 
EID wand and XR5000 system which is 
the modern way to capture information 
quickly. 

In order to get accurate data, foetal 
aging is best done 6-8 weeks post pull 
removal. 

If you have used our services in the past, 
you will be contacted soon otherwise 
please contact your local Veterinary 
Centre to book the optimum time. 

Local A&P Show Dates 
Veterinary Centre will be at all of the upcoming A and P 
shows. We’ll be busy judging pet parades or running animal 
tents so come and see us and have a catch up and some 
refreshments with your local team.

Upcoming Dog Trials 

A&P Show Date
Central Otago (Omakau) 17 February
Maniototo (Ranfurly) 21 February
North Otago (Oamaru) 23/24 February 
Strath Taieri (Middlemarch) 3 March

Don’t forget about Sheep 
Performance Vaccines – Last year 
there was a log jam of orders verse 
available product at the business 
end of the season with a real 
chance of clients missing out. Get 
your order in now  and at the same 
time discuss how best to use your 
allotment of Flexidine and what 
products can be used to support 
the reduced amount available. 

Happy 5th Birthday
Veterinary Centre Ranfurly



Footrot - A Planned Approach to Feet SoundnessRecent rain will increase fly pressure

Michael Lilley BVSc
Whilst the rain has 
been most welcome 

in all areas, rain after a dry spell always 
brings about potential animal health 
issues. Fly Strike is one of these that will 
require some action. When coming up 
with a fl y control plan there needs to be 
thought given to the factors that result 
in fl y strike. 

  Fly Challenge- This has been very 
area specifi c with the dry weather. 
Areas that have had moisture or 
been very hot and dry with no wind 
have had signifi cant challenge. Sheep 
with dags have also been affected 
regardless of treatment. All dips 
have reduced action in the presence 
of dags.

  Application method- We know that 
jetters are fantastic from a throughput 

There have been many reports of struck sheep this summer in what are dry conditions. Michael 
Lilley outlines how the recent rain may affect the typical late season fl y challenge.

perspective, however they need care 
with application. Dip must be mixed at 
the correct dilution, then application 
rates checked against a known tally 
of sheep. If insuffi cient dip is being 
used the liquid fl ow rate through 
the jetter needs increasing or sheep 
need to move through slower.

  Chemical - Consideration needs to 
be given to the above when looking 
at length of action of dips and pour-
ons. These are developed to a set 
challenge in a trial situation with 
fl ies that haven’t been exposed to 
the chemical before. If there is a 
very high fl y challenge, sheep are 
daggy, application has been at less 
than the required dose or there 
is resistance present, prevention 
times will reduce. Clik pour-on is still 

our number one recommendation if 
farmers are looking for genuine long 
term fl y protection.

Moisture likely to bring synchronized larval hatch - 

Angus Gibb BVSc  Veterinary Centre Ranfurly

As I write this it is still raining in Ranfurly, 
bringing a much needed break to a 
long, very hot, dry spell. While farmers 
are enjoying the rain, and hoping for 
a follow up in the coming weeks, it 
brings with it an increased likelihood of 
increased parasite larval challenge on 
the ground. 

During the dry spell, conditions did not 
suit internal parasites eggs to hatch on 
pasture and those that did had poor 
survival. This results in a lot of eggs 
contaminating pasture waiting to hatch. 

  With recent rain, and continued warm 
temperatures the next few weeks will 
result in the high number of parasite 
eggs now having the favourable 
conditions they need to hatch

  We will see a sudden large infl ux of 
pasture larval contamination due to 
a simultaneous hatch of these eggs 
and survival of larvae. 

  Combined with the current low 
pasture covers and consequently 
stock grazing closer to the ground 
and ingesting more larvae, this 
scenario provides the perfect storm 

for a high parasite burden in lambs 
and calves in the coming months.

To combat this challenge it is 
important that farmers -  

1. Maintain disciplined and adequate 
drenching intervals in lambs and 
calves over the next few months. 

2. Prevent growth checks and reduce 
pasture larval contamination 

sticking to a 4 week drench interval, 

3. Use an effective combination oral 
drench.  

4. For merino lambs which are more 
susceptible to parasite burdens a 
long-acting capsule or injection 
should be considered over this 
period.  

Dave Robertson BVSc is again 
offering Sheep Laproscopic 
AI Service. The two primary 
advantages of Laproscopic AI are

  Ewes are synchronised and 
mated on the one day

  It is an excellent way to 
introduce new, or re-introduce 
old genetics

If you want to use this service, or 
just fi nd out more about it, then 
give your Blue Cross Veterinary 
Centre a call.

Sheep Laproscopic AI Service

Talking with farmers there is still many 
fl ocks suffering from the effects of 
footrot. The growthy spring has allowed 
even low level footrot to blow out to 5 
to 20% of the fl ock by weaning time in 
some areas. 

The Veterinary Centre planned 
approach to feet soundness, that is 
applying all the tools available, has 
proven to be a successful model.

Post weaning
• look at some feet and determine if 

any identifi ed footrot is spreading 
from a recent infection or is an old 
infection. 

• what is the % of fl ock infected?

How Footvax, Micotil, footbathing, 
inspection and culling is applied will 
depend on what you fi nd. The plan 
created will depend on your priorities, 
are what your limitations are with 
respect to facilities, labour, logisitics 

and time. Every farm is different.

However time spent planning a year’s 
approach to feet soundness with us is 
well worth it.

Recently we have received very good 
feedback regarding Micotil with less 
than 2% non-cure rates reported. This 
has allowed fl ocks to “get back on 
track” without excessive culling. 

ECLIPSE E B12 and Selenium 
Injection has just been launched and 
is the fi rst of its kind worldwide and is 
now available through your local Blue 
Cross Veterinary Centre. 

Parasite Control
Young stock need a drench with 
active ingredients from at least two 
of the three main “active” groups. 
ECLIPSE E contains eprinomectin 
and levamisole. Eprinomectin is 
particularly good at killing the parasite 
Ostertagia. The levamisole is very 
good at killing the parasite Cooperia, 
so both actives work together to 
kill the two most important internal 
parasites in calves.

Minerals
Vitamin B12 and selenium are both 
important trace minerals. 

  Selenium helps animals fi ght 
disease, grow and reproduce 
successfully. 

  Vitamin B12 is very important 
for the rumen microbes, and the 
animal itself, to be able to produce 

Eclipse E Injection for Calves 
now with B12 and Selenium

energy from grass. To make B12 the 
rumen needs cobalt. To correct a 
vitamin B12 defi ciency, cobalt can be 
supplemented orally or B12 can be 
directly injected.

Convenience
The most signifi cant feature of Eclipse 
E B12 plus Se is convenience. Most 
young stock will be receiving selenised 
vitamin B12 (probably via a product 

called Prolaject 2000 plus selenium) 
and a separate oral or pour on 
drench treatment. Now Eclipse 
E B12 plus Selenium Injection 
will look after trace minerals and 
provide one of the most potent, (if 
not the most potent) double active 
drench combinations on the market. 
At $2 per 140kg dose there is a lot to 
like about this new product.

All dips have reduced action in the 

presence of dags.
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