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This year’s Winter Roadshows are done 

and dusted. It was great to touch base 

with many clients over the course of the 

2 weeks. The variety of recent research 

in our local areas was interesting and 

presented it in an engaging way. This 

year alot of what I learnt came from 

our farmer guests as much as it did 

from the team presenting the prepared 

information. An important feature of the information was 

the focus on things that enable small gains in effi ciency. 

There is a lot of talk about coming out of the current tough 

economic climate leaner and more competitive but less 

examples of specifi cally how this might be achieved. The 

Roadshows presented real opportunities where focus and 

action is possible to improve effi ciency and profi t albeit inch 

by inch. The good thing is that once many of these things 

are built into your operation they are a benefi t for every 

year following and accumulatively help build a stronger 

more productive business. 

Ask an expert 
(afternoon only)

There will be 4 top dog 

triallist/dog trainers here to 

help you with your dog

$50 for 1/2 hour private 

session.

Veterinary Centre Oamaru Ph 03-434 5666
Veterinary Centre Waimate Ph 03-689 7213 
Veterinary Centre Palmerston Ph 03-465 1291
Veterinary Centre Glenavy Ph 03-689 8118
Veterinary Centre Kurow Ph 03-436 0567
Veterinary Centre Omarama Ph 03-438 9868
Veterinary Centre Ranfurly Ph 03-444 1020

Hamish Newton presenting to a full house in Oamaru.

Dave and Judith “Blair Smith” 
Dobson at the Newhaven Field Day

There was another good turnout at 
the Kurow Roadshow this year.

There was plenty of discussion at 
Palmerston along with the largest 
supper provided.

“Georgina” considering her beef feeding options this winter

Many lambs conceived, scanned and born in New Zealand 

fl ocks die before tailing each year. Vet LSD is a New 

Zealand product containing essential 

trace elements and anti-oxidants, 

selenium, iodine and chromium along 

with Vitamins A, D, E and C. LSD is 

an easy mixed and administered 

supplement best given when doing 

other pre lamb treatments. LSD 

has shown through trial work to 

improve ewe scanning performance 

along with early lamb vigour and 

consequent survival. Talk to one of 

our Blue Cross vets about how LSD 

can help you get more lambs to the 

market. 

Veterinary LSDSustainable Drench Use
Feedback on Non Drenched Refugia Stock

Monitoring of “refugia” tagged  ewes by farmers last year has 

given confi dence that this practice can be continued with.  We 

do know that drenching habits and stock movements before 

and after drenching have a big impact on whether drench 

resistance surfaces or not. So when treating capital stock at 

times when pasture larval contamination is low (that is, pre-

lamb), it is important to implement some refugia policy, whether 

that is leave 5-10% 

of a mob, or not 

drenching lower 

priority stock class 

(singles), either will 

make a difference. 

Printed tags can 

be supplied with 

orders. 

Roadshow Wrap-up

Lloyd Smith Farm Dog Training Day
–all proceeds go to the East Otago Community Health Trust 
(to help build a new medical centre)

8th July 2016
L.A and L.J Smith’s, 267 

Palmerston-Dunback Road

State Highway 85, Palmerston

Cost $20 includes spot prizes, 

goodie bag and lunch.

Format
10.30am – 12.30pm Puppy and 

heading dogs training

12.30pm Lunch

1.30pm Huntaway training

Contact Linda on – 
Phone 03 4651311 Email landl@hotmail.co.nz Facebook/Pup Pen to Paddock

Registration 
required – you 
must have a 

current dosing 
certifi cate!

Jeff Spillane, 
Commercial Manager

Comment



We recorded very good attendance at all venues and 

received some very useful feedback. We wanted to maximise 

the yarning this year and adapt our talks to the audiences. 

Often getting off script is the most valuable and interesting 

part of an evening.  

Ewe wastage, with a focus on Johnes disease highlighted the 

benefi ts to ewe fl ocks for controlling this insidious disease. 

With ewe hogget shearing and selection coming up it is the 

ideal time to give them a vaccination against Johnes that is 

one shot for life. 

The Ram health study underway in our area was topical right 

now as rams are being removed. Sorting a few basics sooner 

rather than later in your rams could make a big difference to 

their longevity. Preliminary fi ndings are that rams are losing 

between 10 and 30kgs over mating which suggests it’s an 

animal under stress. We will have this bit of science wrapped 

up by February next year with, hopefully, some insights into 

how to get the best out of your rams. 

Matt Smith, Rex Hamilton, Bruce McCulloch, Vet Centre 

vet Angus Gibb and Blair Smith working on questions at 

the Oamaru Roadshow.

I learnt many things about our clients during these 

discussions. I was impressed at the native cunning of many 

of our cattle breeders with respect to what strategies they 

adopted to ensure cows performed. Our hi-low gameshow 

version of a beef cow feed demand profi le was hopefully 

memorable – not only for the performance of “Georgina” 

in the wig in Palmerston – but also for the truck load 

(17kgDm/cow/day) of feed a cow needs from November 

to January in order to put weight back on, get in calf and 

rear a decent weaner.

We did fi eld a fair amount of questions and enquiry 

around BVD control. Each farm needs to have a logical 

plan, where it is understood the reasons for doing it. 

One approach that is commonly adopted is to start a 

vaccination program for cows (1st shot now and 2nd shot 

pre-mating) and screen replacements each year to ensure 

no carriers are entering the herd.

2016 SHEEP & BEEF
ROADSHOWS’

Pre-lamb drench topic is a hardy annual topic for vet-farmer 

discussions. The fact is, parasitism is always going to be a 

cost to production and as seasons and farm systems change, 

our approaches to worm control need to adapt. I have been 

busy these last few days discussing pre-lamb animal health 

with farmers. It is a process that I think is valued by those 

that want to rationalise their decisions each year. 

I do encourage farmers to consider all the tools available 

and take on board the sustainable drench use message. 

The Beef and Lamb Wormwise workshops have been a great 

way for farmers to go back to fi rst principles of worm control.  

A key message has been that those farms that reduce larval 

challenge in young stock, and optimise breeding-stock 

condition and feeding during lactation, are not only going to 

beat the worms they are going to be vastly more profi table. 

The application is the complex bit…

To Do:

  Get a plan for worm control this spring.

  Think what is best for my capital stock in the current 

conditions.

  Work some refugia into your plan. 

Feet reminder

Farmer discussion provided much of the information at 

this year’s Roadshows.

Other 
Reminders
Pregnant ewes (and their 
lambs) on brassicas need 
iodine. If they have not 
had fl exidine pre-tup 
then supplement mid 
pregnancy. LSD drench is a 
good option.
If you have not already 
done so in the autumn, 
cows will benefi t from a 
copper and selenium boost 
over winter.

As was the case overall, attendance was up at the 

Omarama event.

Long Acting (LA) Ewe 
Anthelmintic Products
LA ewe products are commonly used pre-lambing, and 
have many advantages for both EWES and LAMBS, 
including;

  Improved ewe condition – through increased feed 
effi ciency and improved appetite.  

  More milk and less bodyweight lost during lactation.  

  Less dags and improved lamb weights.  

  Signifi cant benefi ts for twin bearing 2-tooths.

The production benefi ts of LA ewe products must always 
be balanced with the risk of drench resistance – their 
use can increase selection for resistant worms on your 
property if not used strategically.  Using best practice 
guidelines mitigates resistance pressure and extends the 
longevity of existing drench actives. 

Best Practice Guidelines for LA Product use:

  Use an effective product:  The only way to know how 
effective a drench family is on your property is to 
perform a Faecal Egg Count Reduction Test (FECRT).  
This will allow sustainable product use which will also 
maximize production. 

  Utilise Refugia: Utilising refugia involves not treating 
selected animals on a property to ensure a balance of 
susceptible larvae are present on the property. This is 
a technical process and advice from a vet should be 
sought before proceeding.   

  Faecal Egg Counts:  Check if capsules or LA injections 
are still working on your farm. Our veterinary policy is to 
test all farms we have supplied capsules or LA injections 
to, at our cost, around 60 days after administration. If 
eggs are detected, use an exit drench or triple active at 
the end of the long acting treatment. 

  Use a triple combination or novel active (Zolvix/
Startect) drench on lambs at weaning.

  Exit Drench with a novel drench or triple active at the 
end of the long acting treatment

Products on the market:

Bionic:  A 100 day combination capsule with continued 
release of abamectin and albendazole, plus selenium and 
cobalt.  Withholding time 126 days.

Extender SeCo:  A drench capsule which releases 
albendazole (white drench) for 100 days, plus selenium 
and cobalt.  A priming dose of an effective combination 
drench must be given to the ewes when capsules are 
inserted.  Withholding time is zero.

Exodus LA, Cydectin LA:  These products contain a long 
acting form of moxidectin.  It is active against Ostertagia 
for 112 days and Trichs for 42 days after a single injection. 

Cydectin Injection including Eweguard: A moxidectin 
injection that is active for 35 days against Ostertagia, and 
at least 7 days against Trich’s.  It is best used 2 – 4 weeks 
pre-lamb.  Withholding time is 28 days

Marty Jackson and Graeme Kingan playing high or low for 

seasonal beef cow feeding requirements

Review

Beef Cattle Production

Pre-lamb drench
Wet, mild conditions in 

May and June have stirred 

feet issues in some sheep 

fl ocks. My main message is 

to not leave these to ‘sort 

themselves out’, rather have 

a look at what the cause is 

and consider some options 

for removing, reducing or 

treating the issue. Shearing 

and scanning are times when 

feet can be addressed. It is 

the last chance to REMOVE 

AND TREAT chronic footrot 

cases for set stocking. Our 

micotil system has been in-

place for over a year now and 

have some good farmer feed-

back about its effects. Please 

contact the Veterinary Centre 

about options for sorting out 

lame sheep before lambing. 

Dave Robertson, BVSc, BSc
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