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ROADSHOWS
7th June -21st June
Committed to delivering you 
information that will help your 
business

Join us for our informative & entertaining roadshow!

Friday 7th June 3pm Omarama Hotel
Friday 7th June 6pm Kurow Hotel
Wednesday 12th June 5pm Palmerston
   Ardleigh Golf Club
Wednesday 12th June 3pm Middlemarch Bowls Club
Friday 14th June 6pm Ranfurly Rugby Club
Tuesday 18th June 6pm Oamaru
   Fort Enfi eld Tavern
Friday 21st June 6pm Waimate/Waihao Forks area
   Waihao Forks Pub

Guest Agronomists
Wayne Nichol
Palmerston, Middlemarch, 
Ranfurly
Matthew Paton
Oamaru
Lyndon Anderson
Omarama, Kurow, Waimate

TOPICS
 Lamb & cattle fi nishing. 
Agronomy to animal health.

 Parasite control inside and out.

 Beef reproduction.

Ram Health Post Mating 
Rams lose between 10 and 30kgs over mating which suggests 

it’s an animal under stress. Post mating drench, treatment of 

feet issues and preferential feeding over the winter makes good 

sense. Treat them as a priority class of stock over the winter, it 

could make a big difference to their longevity. 

Feet
Not sure what the scald index is out 

there, but sometimes footrot can get 

going again during mating. Be vigilant 

with weekly troughing if required. 

Make a plan for another push after 

ram removal at treating and removing 

infection from the fl ock when gets cool, 

dry and frosty. Have a review of your 

spring offensive against footrot during 

your next micotil tidy-up visit. It is not 

too late to get 2 shots of footvax in 

before lambing if you’ve never used it 

before. 

Good results at local bull sales refl ect the positive outlook for beef. Commercial 

farmers are investing in quality sires and showing more understanding of the  

breeding values that fi t their breeding programme. 

Pictured Andy and Elisabeth Denham, Stoneburn Herefords. 

Middlemarch POSTPONED

JUNE 
REMINDERS

  Attend Roadshow.

  Selenium LA and copper for 

cattle.

  Animal health and prescription 

drug review with your vet. 

  Lice and worm control plan for 

the coming season.

  Nitrate test crops.

Bull Sale Success
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Agronomy & Animal Health - Driving Business Success
Business Metrics 

There are all sorts of metrics that 

measure the success for a farming 

operation. The formal ones bankers use 

such as EBITRm, gross farm revenue 

and farm operating expenses defi ne 

the business success. However it is 

interesting to drill down into these 

fi nancial metrics a bit more to see 

how they are driven by things like 

agronomy decisions, lamb growth 

rate, lamb survival, conception rates, 

death rates and animal health. Bankers, 

accountants, vets and agronomists 

always advise in isolation and talk a 

slightly different dialect. Imagine the 

clarity of purpose for a farm business if  

A vaginal prolapse study involving 

around 2000 ewes in North Canterbury 

has shown some promising results. Half 

of the 2000 ewes were treatment with 

vitamin ADE at different stages.

The treated mixed age ewes had 

signifi cantly less bearings compared 

with un-treated controls.  In the two 

treated groups the risk of a bearings 

was reduced to 25% and 37% of that 

treated controls. 

This is similar result to the LSD mineral 

drench trial that one of our Otago 

clients did. In this situation the bearing 

rate reduced by 2/3rds in LSD treated 

Hind Scanning 
June is the month to get hinds scanned (although we can do it later).

There are deer that are more genetically inclined to conceive earlier than 

others. The cleaver deer genetics people have developed a breeding value 

for hind conception date. It is interesting to see how it effects EVERYTHING 

with respect to weaning weights and slaughter weights. There was a 17kg 

difference between stag sires that tended to conceive earlier than others. 

Scanning allows you to remove dry hinds before winter and scan into 

calving groups. 

We have the people and the gear to do a fast and accurate job. Get your 

hinds scanned in June before all those sheep jobs. Ring Andrew, Dave, 

Luke or Ryan for further information. 

  How to manage fi nishing feed 
for optimal performance and 
longevity.

we all spoke the same language? 

Other Factors

There are of course the deeper layers 

to making a farm tick that involve 

the attitude and efforts of the farm 

owners and the team. The aesthetic 

vision for the land and the animals 

is also very powerful. These need 

acknowledgement by those that advise 

your business and if understood could 

lead to more contentment with the 

fi nancial goals and outcomes. 

Roadshow Theme

SO it is with our seminars that the 

Veterinary Centre is attempting a 

more collaborative approach to  animal 

health solutions for you business. 

In this year’s Roadshows we will be  

discussing the agronomy options for 

lamb and cattle fi nishing. From this 

platform we will then discuss some of 

the animal health issues and present 

solutions for these constraints. The 

more I discuss the issue of sustainable 

parasite control, the more I realise we 

cannot look at the issue in isolation 

and just discuss drenching practices, it 

sometimes requires system change and 

new approach. 

I am really excited about what this 

collaboration with leading plant 

experts is going to bring to this year’s 

Roadshow events.

Wayne Nichol MaAgSc 

Extension agronomist 

and nutritionist for 

PGGWrightson. 

Based out of Mosgiel. 

Speaking at the Ranfurly and 

Palmerston Venues. 

Lyndon Anderson 

Agricom. Works with 

a number of dry-land 

and irrigated sheep and 

beef cattle properties throughout 

the Central South Island. Speaking at 

Omarama, Kurow and Waihao Forks

Matthew Paton North Otago 

Pastoral senior agronomist 

based out of Oamaru, North 

Otago. He had plenty of 

practical experience farm 

development programs.  Speaking at 

Fort Enfi eld, Oamaru event. 

Roadshow Guest Speakers

Some of the Roadshow Topics
  Integration of summer, 
autumn and winter lamb 
fi nishing feeds. 

  Planning a rotation that 
suits your country

  What new in fi nishing 
feed types and their 
management.

  Stocking rates and feed 
allocation for optimising 
animal performance. 

  Where does red clover mixes 
fi t in a rotation and how does 
it stack up against Lucerne. 

  New actives Startect and 
Zolvix. How to utilize their 
potency without losing 
effi cacy

  Priorities for pre-lamb. 
Making sense of capsules 
and refugia. 

  Managing nitrates

  Why 10 in 1 over 5 in 1 

  Combating red gut on 

rocket fuel

New Research - Reducing Bearings with Vitamin ADE

ewes. 

Why would this mineral have an effect? 

Bearings are very multi-factorial. They 

are a function of abdominal pressure 

and vaginal wall integrity. The changes 

in pressure comes from variation in 

rumen fi ll, abdominal fat, bladder fi ll, 

uterus size and development.

The smooth muscle function and tone is 

effected by calcium levels and previous 

trauma.

Vitamin D increases the absorption of 

Calcium from the diet and helps with 

bone and kidney mechanisms to do 

with calcium regulation. Some forms 

are derived from sun light, other forms 

from certain feeds. Vitamin D is lowest 

in the winter when sunshine hours 

are lower. Mid-winter shearing has 

shown to reduce the risk of bearings in 

multiple bearing ewes. Is this because 

their skin is exposed to more sun light 

and more vitamin D? We assumed it 

had something to do with increased 

metabolism, burning abdominal fat 

and moving around more.  Perhaps it is 

both. This is not going to be the  total 

solution, but it is another piece to this 

complex puzzle.

Reduce the risk of bearings 
in your fl ock by treating 
your twinning and triplet 
ewes with Vitamin D after 
scanning. 
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