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We are fi nally experiencing some 
summery days, and it is great to have 
days without the wind. Some areas have 
had a few early frosts already.
With the good season people are 
achieving higher lamb weights easier.
Recently the Lake Tekapo and Omarama 
lamb sales were held and reports came 
back that stock was of great quality and 
good prices were reached.
Beef pregnancy testing is well 
underway, with early reports showing 

good results. These results are mainly 
due to early ground work paying off and 
this year’s growth rates have generally 
been achieved.
A number of Fecal Egg Count Reduction 
Tests (FECRTS) are being completed 
around the region. These tests give you 
great information regarding your drench 
resistance status and sustainable use 
of drenches policy moving forward. 
I’ve spent some time with the vets on 
these lately gathering the samples and 

drenching the lambs, the largest part of 
the whole process is behind the scenes 
looking down a microscope.
A lot of our staff have been involved 
in local A&P shows. These are a great 
way to support the community and an 
opportunity for you to catch up with our 
staff away from the clinic.
The Veterinary Centre also has a large 
involvement with the up and coming 
local dog trials in your area with one of 
our staff endeavoring to get along. 

Out and About in the Community

Our Equine DrenchSmart program 
tailors a sustainable worm control 
program for your horse. Traditional 
worming strategies have changed due 
to changes in the parasite populations 
affecting horses. For example 
cyathostomins and small strongyles, 
are now the major parasite of concern 
in adult horses. Different environmental 
conditions can also play a key part in 
your horse’s parasite burden. 

Uncontrolled parasitism can show 
subtle clinical signs like weight loss, 
scouring and general poor performance 
through to more severe signs such 
as colic, and sudden death. With the 
Equine DrenchSmart program your 
horse has a yearly faceal egg test done 
which determines if your horse is a 
low, moderate, or high egg shedder 
and allows our vets to create a tailored 
drench plan. 

This program aims to
1. accurately dose your horse to kill the 

right parasites
2. reduce shedding thus decreasing 

eggs in the environment and larva in 
the paddock

3. maintain an environment where 
drench resistance is minimized. 

We are geared up to help prepare your 
horse for peak performance! Call our 
vets today to ask about this exciting 
program. 

With autumn approaching and farmers starting to think about pregnancy testing it is also a good time to 

consider the BVD status of your cows. At any point in time 65% of beef herds have active BVD infection. 

Herds which have active infection have on average a 5% decrease in pregnancy rates with up to 15% 

decreases in some herds. It can also cause abortions, still born calves and poor growth rates in calves. It 

is an easy process to defi ne the BVD status of your herd. We can take 15 blood samples from your cows at 

pregnancy testing which will allow us to give an indication of what is happening in your herd i.e. determine 

the S/P ratio. For pregnancy testing this year we have been able to secure funding so that the lab fees will only be half of 

what they usually are. Speak to one of our vets who can do your pregnancy testing and talk to you in depth about BVD. 

G w y n e t h 
is from a 
dairy farm 
in the Bay of 
Plenty and 
has made the 
great journey 
south to join 
the team 
in Oamaru. 
O r i g i n a l l y 
brought up 
on a sheep 

and beef farm Gwynth is interested 
in farm production with a particular 
interest in reproduction and 
improving reproductive performance. 
When she’s not being a vet, Gwyneth 
is looking forward to playing hockey, 
hitting the ski slopes in the winter 
and exploring everything Otago has 
to offer. Gwyneth is looking forward 
to meeting the Veterinary Centre’s 
clients and getting involved on farm.

George is from 
an intensive, 
coastal sheep 
and beef farm in 
North Waikato, 
and has 
recently joined 
the Veterinary 
Centre team 
in Oamaru. 
A l t h o u g h 
employed as a 
mixed practice 

veterinarian, George is particularly 
passionate about production animals. He 
has a particular interest in maximising 
production in farming systems. George 
thoroughly enjoys sport and is keen to 
get involved with the local hockey and 
squash clubs. He is a keen outdoors man 
and loves to get in a fi sh in his spare 
time. George is excited to meet and 
work alongside the Veterinary Centre’s 
sheep & beef farming cliental.

Meet the new Veterinarians
Ryan is 
from the 
Christchurch 
and grew up 
in a semi-
rural part of 
the garden 
city. He has 
a broad 
interest in 
large animal 
h e a l t h . 
Ryan enjoys 

discussing with farmers about their 
farming system, strategies and their 
goals. He enjoys tramping, camping 
and fi shing and is very keen to explore 
the greater Waimate area. He looks 
forward to meeting and working with 
the farmers and clients of Veterinary 
Centre Waimate. 
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Polioencephalomalacia (PEM) 

Bevan and Anna Wilson farm sheep and beef near Middlemarch. The farm hasn’t 
traditionally mated their hoggets but has decided to this year, to increase farm effi ciency 
and productivity.
The immediate goal is to increase the number of lambs for sale by breeding hoggets, 
without affecting the lifetime performance of the ewes. This year the target for their 
hoggets is 80% lambing to the ram. 
Mating hoggets brings animal health considerations into focus. The age and size 
challenges associated with hoggets giving birth take enough managing on their own, 
so a robust animal health programme has been implemented to give the hoggets 
every chance of success and preventing avoidable animal health issues. Bevan advises 
“Hoggets have received 2 shots of Multine 5in1 and have been maintained on a regular 
triple combination drenching program.  Further they will receive vaccinations for Toxo 
and two for Campy to prevent abortions and maximize the number of lambs born.” 
With the animal health boxes ticked, the management considerations have shifted to 
getting the hoggets to a targeted liveweight before going to the ram. The target here is 
to achieve 45kg going to the ram. They will be mated a few weeks after the main fl ock. 
Weaning will occur pre-Christmas to give them time to recover before mating as a two 
tooth. Teasers will not be used this year but may be considered in the future if thought 

required. 

Mating Hoggets

Angus Gibbs BVSc

- Thiamine/Vitamin B1 Deficiency 

PEM typically affects well fed, rapidly growing calves, however 

can affect any age or species, in particular ruminants. Recently it 

has been seen in a mob of beef cows following grazing of barley 

regrowth.

Risk factors include diet change, especially onto low fi bre, high 

starch feeds and excess dietary sulfur. This causes a change 

to rumen bacteria, resulting in a thiamine defi ciency. Thiamine (Vitamin B1) is 

required to maintain proper function of the nerves and brain.

Signs of disease vary, but typically are neurological, including apparent blindness, 

abnormal gait, depression, outstretched neck, rigid muscles and sudden death. 

Rapid treatment with injectable Duoject B, containing Vitamin B1, of any animals 

showing clinical signs of is required as the condition deteriorates rapidly. Treatment 

is generally effective, often given a rapid recovery, especially if given in the vein. 

Can you justify 
an investment 
in iodine?
Lamb survival is the biggest area of 
potential gain in sheep production. 
For a 3000 ewe fl ock scanning 
at 160% and tailing at 130%, only 
needs to save an extra 18 lambs 
to get a return. That is only 0.5% 
increase required. If you close the 
lamb loss gap by 5% due to iodine 
supplementation that is another 
150 lambs. At $70/lamb that is 
another $10,000 income from a 
$1,600 investment. 
There is enough evidence to show 
iodine is an issue in high country 
areas and when ewes are wintered 
on brassicas.  Iodine defi ciency 
has a part to play in the lamb birth 
weight and survival complex. 
CONCLUSION
Iodine can be justifi ed fi nancially 
very easily with less than 1% lift in 
lamb survival. 

We are now cranking into Faecal Egg 
Count Reduction Testing (FECRT)
season with many farms in the process 
of testing. We have already had some 
very interesting numbers coming 
out of the properties that have been 
tested. 
Effi cacy to the 3 main action families 
varies widely. Those with all three 
action families still effective are in a 
strong position for the future. One 
farmer, a long term user of Matrix has 
had a very good outcome with only 
minimal resistance detected on farm. 
This farm has been using Matrix + 
Tape for the pre-wean drench and also 

Matrix or a novel in Autumn to clean 
out any potentially resistant worms. 
It is not all doom and gloom when 
resistance is detected. It is an 
opportunity to re-think current 
practices and apply alternative 
parasite management strategies. 
Novel active drench families such as 
Zolvix plus and Startect can be used 
as either quarantine drenches to 
ensure problems are not imported and 
as an EXIT drench.
Many farmers are now understanding 
the benefi t of an EXIT drench in the 
autumn to lambs (or ewes that have 
had single actives in the spring). 

The concept is that after repeated 
exposure to a traditional drench type 
there is the chance that resistant 
worms may have accumulated in 
the gut. Cleaning these out (of 
replacement ewe lambs or winter 
trade lambs)  prior to the winter with 
a novel active has good logic. And will 
help to maintain the effectiveness of 
the traditional drenches.
It is not too late in the season to start 
a Faecal Egg Count Reduction Test on 
your property, but the clock is ticking.

Drenching and parasite control is a key aspect of maximising growth rates 

in young stock. With every 20L of Matrix (triple combination) purchased in 

March, the Veterinary Centre is offering a free Drench Check. Drench checks 

are a valuable, quick and easy diagnostic test to check that your drench 

is doing what is intended. This is particularly important with the growing 

emergence of anthelmintic resistance.

To undertake the Drench Check collect dung from ten animals in the mob, ten days after drenching. 

The detection of eggs can result from one of two options; the drench product is not completely 

effective at removing worm burdens as worms have reduced susceptibility (resistance) to the 

active ingredient in the drench or there are complications with drenching methods. Whether this 

be as a result of animals receiving incorrect dose rates, issues regarding drench administration 

or not all animals are being drenched. 

FECRT Update- Bridget Roulston, BVSc, Veterinary Centre Oamaru

George Smith BVSc

Make sure your drench is having the desired effects

We have recently investigated several 
cases of sudden death in lambs that 
were diagnosed post mortem with 
pleuropneumonia, a very common 
problem typically occurring in late 
summer/autumn.
The economic impact of pneumonia is 
signifi cant, not only due to lamb deaths 
but also with poor growth rates and 
downgrading of carcasses at slaughter. 
Heat stress has been identifi ed as a 
major risk factor, specifi cally open-
mouthed breathing and panting, which 
allows infective organisms to bypass 
the protective defenses in the nose. 

Waitaki Valley Update - Sudden Death Cases - Naomi Barrett MAVSc

Other associated causes include dusty 
conditions, lack of shade, excessive 
dog use, high endophyte grasses and 
dehydration. 
Shearing on the same day as weaning, 
with it’s increased stress and crowding 
also increases risk. However, set 
stocking lambs after weaning has been 
shown to have a protective effect. 
Fine wool breeds appear to be less 
susceptible, possibly due to increased 
heat tolerance. 
Treatment is challenging however best 
results for prevention will occur from 
ensuring strong immune defenses, 

through good nutrition and disease 
control. Giving a dose of Livestock 
Survival Drench has also been reported 
to reduce the incidence of pneumonia. 

Bevan Wilson
Middlemarch

Angus Gibb of Veterinary Centre Ranfurly 
collecting FECRT samples with Ian Roy
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