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Beef cow pregnancy 
testing is critical 
monitoring step 
for beef production 
and this year the 
Veterinary Centre 
has initiated a more 
extensive survey 
of what makes 
for optimum beef 

reproduction in our area. 
In this issue Dave and Rhys have 
analysed the fundamental basic of 
cow body condition and its impact 
on our districts pregnancy rates. We 
have highlighted top performers who 
have achieved low empty rates with 3 

or less cycles of mating, dispite all the 
challenges of the cold spring and dry 
summer.  
The results of Nadia and Andrew Wright 
with just 1.7% dry from 2.4 cycles mated 
is a great result in light of the big hurdles 
they have faced this season. Caithness 
Run (Andrew and Sarah Neilson) has 
had a similar low percentage with their 
1 dry 16 year old cow! Andrew Harding 
manager at Caberfeidh achieved less 
than 4% with a big herd and embraced 
the power of EID technology, wanding 
each cow when scanned and entering 
expected calving date - a powerful bit 
of data for grazing management. Also 
good to see several of our bull breeders 

in the top handful.
This month we also cover early 
pregnancy management in ewes and 
hoggets, the specifi cs of why copper 
is an important consideration in beef 
right now and we touch on fodder beet 
messages from the recent fi eld day and 
Anna and Ben Gillespies.

Jeff Spillane, 
Commercial Manager

“Good Bye Pork Pie” in the classic New Zealand country road shot

550 freshly crutched and earwigged halfbred ewes from Glenspec 

shot to fame as cast members in the remake of Goodbye Pork Pie in 

Naesby recently. The ewes were ably mustered by Phil “Harrison Ford” 

Smith who made his acting debut and Charles “Channing Tatum” 

Crutchley. Resident Veterinary Centre vet, Michael Lilley, was on hand 

to ensure sheep and dog welfare were looked after and to prevent 

any breakaways down the side streets. The team did well under some 

trying conditions of cameras, soundcrew, car stunts and actors. 

Shepherds and dogs were required to be quiet during shooting, yet 

keeping the ewes tight around the mini. Beast Crutchley reminded the 

crew who was really in charge of proceedings by relieving himself on 

the mini mid-scene. 

Good Bye Pork Pie – World famous in Naesby

Comment

Eclipse Pour 
on 5.5 litre 

$1229incl
Discounted to 

$1095incl 
PLUS a bonus 10% of 

product free

Short Dated Stock 

available

Expiry 31 July 2016

DairyNZ and Beef and Lamb held a 

wintering fi eld day at the Omakau 

property of Ben and Anna Gillespie. 

Fodder Beet for Dairy Graziers
– DairyNZ Field Day at Ben and Anna Gillespie’s

Ben and Anna Gillespie at their recent DairyNZ/Beef and Lamb Fodder Beet 

fi eld day

Ben and Anna graze young dairy stock 

and winter cattle on Fodder Beet. 

They have formed a strong long term 

relationship with the stock owners 

through good communication and 

achieving good results.  

Bens’ tips for feeding fodder beet were 

“get the transition right and the rest of 

the winter will go well” and “if you’re 

not sure about feeding ask someone 

who is”. Ben showed how he transitions 

using accurate crop measuring, 

knowing his paddock lengths and 

watching the residual beet to ensure 

he has got it right.  Ben and Anna get 

Michael Lilley from Veterinary Centre 

Ranfurly to condition score stock to 

ensure condition targets are met. While 

the information was focused on a dairy 

grazing property it applied the same to 

beef cattle except for weight gain being 

the performance measure. 

There are specifi c fodder beet feeding 

guide lines for R1 and R2 cattle. Talk to 

us for a plan.

Animal health is still a crucial factor 

in ensuring cow herd performance.  

Adequate bull performance, 

BVD control and trace element 

supplementation will return more 

calves at foot. For less than 1.5% 

of your calf crop income you can 

ensure your beef herd has bulls 

tested, cows pregnancy tested, 

BVD controlled and adequate 

mineral status, which would easily 

guarantee more calves to justify it.  

KEY POINTS: 

1. Light cows now will require 

different feeding levels 

to maintain reproductive 

effi ciency next season.  Going 

below BCS 4 will cost you next 

year. 

2. Late calving cows have the 

least profi table weaners and 

the greatest chance of being 

empty next year. Identify them 

and make sure they are fi rst 

culled if numbers are to be 

reduced. 

3. Investing in bull evaluation, 

aged preg testing, bvd control 

and a basic mineral program is 

easily justifi ed to ensure a good 

calf crop each year. 

Cow Herd Performance and Animal Health
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Sheep Production  - Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc

The dilemma: There is a major pasture defi cit out there in dry-land farm 

situations right now and there will not be any major grass growth from now 

until the spring. It is very easy for stock to 

‘scoff’ whatever grass there is available 

right now then leaving a big feed defi cit 

for winter and early spring. 

Right now is the best time to do a 100 

day winter feed budget. Applying some 

numbers to a supply-demand equation 

is a very worthwhile discipline. Contact 

us for assistance.  It will either give you 

confi dence to get through the winter 

with what you’ve got or allow for early 

strategic decisions to be made before 

you are forced into selling or sacrifi cing 

stock performance.

Feed priorities post mating:

Mated hoggets- early pregnancy weight gain essential
Looking at the fi nancial returns from 

hogget mating, we have demonstrated 

that better returns can be made by 

mating fewer, well grown hoggets 

(taking a cut-off weight of 40-42kgs) 

than putting the rams out with all 

hoggets and seeing what takes. Once 

mated, from June – July mated hoggets 

still need to be a priority. This is the only 

chance until their lambs are weaned 

that they can really grow without the 

drain of heavy pregnancy and lactation. 

Hoggets need to grow at 100g/day for 

the fi rst 100 days of pregnancy. Work on 

an allocation of ~1.6kgDM/hd/day. This 

is important to build a decent frame 

for lambing. When farmers who hogget 

mate end up with poor 2 tooths, it can 

be because they are not growing out 

during pre-tup to pre-lamb (March to 

July) and/or post weaning (January to 

March the following year).

Very fast growth rates (>250g/day on 

forage crops) may be detrimental to 

ovulation or lead to large birth weight 

lambs and more dystocia. Red clover 

and lucerne with leaf spot may reduce 

ovulation. 

Animal health wise, parasites can be 

managed effectively through prudent 

use of bionic capsules or long acting 

injection. B12, Selenium and iodine are 

important also. 

There are a number of things under 

management control that can make a 

big difference to your hogget mating 

outcome. Talk to us to go through a 

hogget mating check list.   

Photo from S&J Price. 2016 crop of 50+kg composite hoggets. Teased and 
>90% mated in 1 cycle.

Pregnancy Testing 
Results 2016
Dave Robertson & Rhys Williams 

NB: to qualify for named publication the herd had to be 

mated for 3 cycles and had <6% empty. Not all herds 

tested are represented. Heifers are excluded.

Veterinary Centre 
Beef Scanning
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An example on 2 farms giving 
the fi nancial breakdown 
between high BCS and low BCS 
herd reproductive performance.
Herd 1- 179 cows @ BCS 5.2. 

  4.5% dry cows estimate 
approximately 168 potential 
calves next season (with 
1-2% losses) 

  Total income $147,000 = 
$821/cow mated.

  Based on 250kg calves @ 
3.50/kg

What’s it Worth?
Herd 2 - 210 cows @ BCS 4.7. 

  24.3% dry cows, estimate 
approximately 156 potential 
calves

  Total income $120,000 = 
$572/cow mated.

  Based on 220kg calves @ 
3.50/kg

= difference of $27,000 and 
herd 1 is running 30 less cows 
but running at higher BCS levels 
(0.5BSC)

Body Condition Score 
Examples

Body Condition 
Score 4

Body Condition 
Score 5

Body Condition 
Score 6+

 Farm # Tested Ave BCS cycles mated % dry
Cressbrook, Palmerston 173 5.2 2.4 1.7
Caithness Run, Pig Route 65 5.2 3.1 1.5
Fossil Creek, Five Forks 131 5.3 2 5
Caberfeidh, Haka valley 291 5.6 3 3.1
Ben Dhu, Omarama 179 5.2 3.1 4.5
Kakahu, Pleasant Point 550 5.2 3 5.8

EE 32 6.1 3.2 6.3
K 123 5.8 2.2 6.5
DD 146 5.5 3 6.8
D 190 5.4 3.3 8.4
H 176 5.8 3 9.1
J 70 4.8 2.9 11.4
B 50 5.4 3.3 12
N 126 4.5 2 12.7
C 74 5.4 3.3 13.5
V 76 5.6 4.6 0
AA 60 6 4.7 0
E 72 5.5 4.3 1.4
O 99 4.9 5.3 2
I 48 5.8 6 2.1
L 121 4.8 6 4.1
S 118 5.2 4.2 4.2
Q 82 5.2 5.7 4.9
F 120 4.3 5.1 12.5
M 121 4.8 3.8 14
Y 225 4.9 5 20
R 229 4.4 4.7 20.1
FF 303 4.7 5 22
X 210 4.7 4 24.3
U 190 4.5 3 25.8
W 50 4.5 5.3 26

This scanning season the Veterinary Centre beef 

pregnancy testing team have captured data on cow 

condition, bull factors, mineral status or BVD and 

their contribution to pregnancy rates, which will be 

published in subsequent issues.

We know its tough farming conditions out there for 

a lot of you, and as being a genuine sheep and beef 

vet practice we are motivated to assist your farming 

business to be a success. The beef cow stocking rate 

and condition management is a complex one. We are 

here to help discuss options and improve your out-

comes. 

The following graph is a summary of the effect of cow 

condition on beef cow reproduction 

Graph of 33 Veterinary Centre beef herds (4609 cows total) showing 
difference in empty rate based on average cow condition at time of 
scanning.

There is an obvious trend with cow condition. Those 

herds that have maintained cow condition through a 

challenging spring and summer have performed well. 

The target is around 5.5 BCS going into the winter. 

That is a well fl eshed cow  (see image). Cows in this 

condition can lose weight over winter. A BCS 4 cow is a 

light cow with ribs and back bone evident. 

Copper is an essential trace element 

required for many functions directly 

related to the productivity of your 

stock. There are several reasons why 

animals become defi cient in copper 

over winter and spring. These include:

  Light cattle being chronically under-

fed.

  Copper absorption and availability 

are hindered by soil and plant 

factors (molybdenum sulphur & iron 

content).

  Animals may undergo gut lining 

changes caused by parasitism. 

  Many crops that are fed in the winter, 

such as kale, are low in copper. 

Schist country cattle seem to have high 
requirements for copper supplementation

Copper in Cattle
  Copper requirements increase 

during winter and spring due to the 

demands of pregnancy and lactation.

Testing Animals for Copper

To determine reserve levels consider 

liver sampling of 4-6 animals from adult 

stock. Biopsies can easily be taken on 

farm, or Optigrows can be requested 

when culls are sent to the works. 

Copper Options - The time to build 

your stock’s copper reserves is now.

By supplementing copper now, your 

stock will be able to draw down on 

liver reserves during the approaching 

defi cient period. R1 calves going onto 

winter crops are routinely treated with 

copper now, so too are adult beef cows 

when they get their selenium top-up. 

Supplementing your stock via injectable 

copper (e.g. Coppermax) is convenient 

for bigger, adult stock) or copper bullets 

which last the longest and are good for 

younger stock.
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