
Ewes News
Congratulations to Andrew & 
Lynnore Templeton from The 
Rocks Station, Middlemarch 
who were the Supreme Winners 
of the recent Otago Ballance 
Farm Environment Awards. The 
judges comments were very 
complimentary describing their 
operation as “impressive, noting 
the challenging environmental 
backdrop and the excellent 
condition of the stock”. The closing 
comment stated “The Templeton’s 
are well on their way to being a 
fi nancially and environmentally 
sustainable world class farming 
business.”
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ROADSHOWS
7th June -21st June
Committed to delivering you 
information that will help your 
business

Join us for our informative & entertaining roadshow!

Roadshows are coming up this June. We 

are looking forward to catching up with our 

client base and sharing some information 

and getting feedback on what you require. 

Topics this year 
  Setting up for lamb fi nishing – the planning starts now.  
Agronomy to animal health.

  Parasite control inside and out - being effective and 
sustainable.

  Beef reproduction – summarising results and ROI of AI 

programmes.

Tom McCone, the Iconic Middlemarch stockman, 

happy with his beef performance this year.

Kennel Cough 
Outbreak

Crop Considerations:
Nitrates and Transitions
Green oats, brassicas, italian rye-grass crops are worth getting tested for nitrates 

before pointing stock at them for the fi rst time. There is a complex of other factors 

that lead to higher nitrate levels: over-cast and very cold days, stress plants, 

immature, or N fert application 6 weeks ago. The stalks and re-growth are often 

the “hottest” parts of the plant for Nitrates. 

Bring some leaves and stems into the clinic for testing, or purchase your own 

testing kit. 

Friday 7th June 3pm Omarama Hotel
Friday 7th June 6pm Kurow Hotel
Wednesday 12th June 5pm Palmerston
   Ardleigh Golf Club
Friday 14th June 3pm Middlemarch Bowls Club
Friday 14th June 6pm Ranfurly Rugby Club
Wednesday 19th June 6pm Oamaru
   Location to be confi rmed
Friday 21st June 6pm Waimate/Waihao Forks area
   Waihao Forks Pub

If ewes are in optimal condition, once passed the 1st cycle of mating, they do not 

need to continue to be gaining weight. But are they in optimal condition? With feed 

quality generally being poorer and less abundant this autumn, ewe condition may 

need attention sooner rather than later. 

Body condition scoring and feed budgeting is the way to take the guess-work out of 

this subject. I expect more ewes may not have achieved optimum BCS 3 this mating 

and it will be interesting to see how this effects ovulation rates this year. 

If there are lighter BCS ewes then taking them out early makes it possible to “re-

build” condition from now to the point of lambing. Adding BCS to light twin ewes after 

scanning and shearing is hard to do with the bigger foetus taking a greater part of 

reserves. 

There is a need for astute feed planning this year. This comes in many forms. From 

measuring pasture cover and grass growth rates to measuring crops and testing the 

dry matter and energy content of baleage. The Veterinary Centre can assist with this 

process. Just bring in a recyclable bag full of feed to test.

Feeding Ewes Early Pregnancy
Setting up for winter

  Getting the Cow Job 
Sorted at Cloverdowns

  Hogget Target Weights

  Worm Control 

  Bull Testing / Bull 
Maintenance 

  Feeding Ewes Early 
Pregnancy

  Crop Considerations

  Kennel Cough

In this Issue

There has been an outbreak of 

Infectious tracheobronchitis 

(Kennel Cough) in Central Otago. 

This disease in characterised 

by a harsh hacking cough and 

an inability to work. We have 

now seen a few dogs that 

have progressed to a serious 

pneumonia accompanied 

by signifi cant weight loss. 

Prevention is easily achieved by 

a single live vaccine.



Veterinary Centre – By the Big Blue Cross

Beef Production & Productivity Dave Robertson
 BVSc, BSc

Campbell Denham (Stoneburn Herefords and yard 

boy) with Greg Hand. Cloverdowns got the cow job 

sorted this year.

Getting the Cow Job Sorted at Cloverdowns
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Pregnancy Result

Preg Status Count %

1st Cycle 232 62%

2nd Cycle 113 30%

3rd Cycle 10 3%

Late 10 3%

Dry 9 2%

Total 374  

The focus at Cloverdowns has been on tightening the calving 

pattern. This has been of great value when marketing the 

calves at the weaner sales. This year the herd has achieved 

an empty rate of 5% for 3 cycles, with very few 3rd cycle or 

late calving cows. In greater than 95% of the herd, BCS was 

optimal which will be a big part of the goal fi rst and second 

cycle conception rates.

The Veterinary Centre pregnancy testing service is designed 

for those interested in optimising their beef breeding 

performance. We look at as many factors that infl uence 

pregnancy rates.

We have had some very good results this season, with many 

herds in or above optimal body condition and achieving <5% 

empty after 3 cycles. 

Below is Greg Hand’s Cloverdowns herd that is performing 

very well in the harder hill country of East Otago. They are 

predominantly Angus herd with some Hereford and Hereford 

Angus cross cows.

What were the factors that have driven 
improvements in the Cloverdowns herd?

 Cow condition out of winter. The cows were set 
stocked in groups of about 40 cows in big blocks over the 
winter. This is in contrast to the traditional mob stocking 
approach where cows are rotated behind ewes to “clean 
up”. Greg observed that cows wintered much better in 
smaller groups, with less tail end and did not “hammer the 
blocks as hard”. 

 Matching calving date with the grass growth. 
Not joining bulls until December (for September calving) 
means the excess spring feed in November – December 
last year was well utilised by the cow herd who took the 
bull in a rising level of nutrition.  

 Selenium and copper levels optimised with long 
acting selenium and copper injection given prior to calving.

 Sorted out BVD. The herd went through an eradication 
process 3-4 years ago and maintains a protected status 
with a vaccination program. 

 Genetics - consistency with selecting sire bulls that 
suit the environment and target market. Moderate frame, 
positive fats, fertility and good 200 day weights are key 
traits at Cloverdowns.

Greg’s herd has come a long way from what he started 
with. He is now in a position to select the best type of 
heifer replacements and can cull later calvers or inferior 
cow types, rather than just empties. It is a great success 
story for hard hill beef production. With good stockmanship 
and understanding the country the key ingredients of cow 
body condition and cow fertility can be maintained. Getting 
the animal health right, removing BVD and utilizing aged 
pregnancy testing has certainly played an important part in 
this success.

Bull Testing

Service bull testing and semen evaluation is valuable 

information for studs and commercial bull teams. 

The bull testing team Jasper (Vet student), Hamish Newton, 

Bridget Roulston, Dave Robertson in the Maniototo. 

Bull Maintenance 
Lame bulls happen. It is not always the stud breeders fault. 
Tidying up a bulls’ feet can ensure they can be sound for 
another season and will not grow a deformed hoof. It is 
very routine to sedate and cast sire bulls to sort out feet. 
Our specially designed tungsten blade grinder disc makes 
this job a lot quicker and easier.

Worm Control
Value of drench checks:

Egg count your hoggets before drenching and 10 days after. 

This is becoming a vital tool for monitoring the need for a 

drench and for the effi cacy of a drench. Drench resistance is 

out there. Find out if you’ve got it and stop the slide of further 

resistance. 

Ewe hoggets and lambs over wintering should receive a novel 

acting drench. Startect and Zolvix Plus are the two options 

and their main function is to extend the life of the more 

standard drenches. 

Farmers have to start 

using the new drench 

families strategically, 

along with weaving in 

a refugia policy for the 

farm. 

Below is some examples 

of recent drench checks 

at our clinic. Same drench, 

different farms.

Farm A Farm B

Last drenched:         Date: 12.4.19 Date: 10.4.19

Days since drench 12 days 14 days

Sample ID Strongyle
(eggs / gram)

Strongyle
(eggs / gram)

1 300 0

2 400 0

3 1300 0

4 1000 0

5 200 0

6 1000 0

7 100 0

8 700 0

9 900 0

10 600 0

Average 600 0

Hoggets need to keep gaining body weight through 
mating and early pregnancy. Approximately 100g/
day or ~3kg per month from now to the end of 
June should see standard cross-bred hoggets at 
~50kg. 
These hoggets  (photo supplied by J & S Price, 
Creedmore) averaged 58kg to the ram and 
scanned 169%. Research shows the twinning 
rate increases with hoggets when they are >50kg 
going to the ram and are much more productive 
for their lifetime. However over doing the 
feeding during pregnancy (>150g/day) can lead to 
dystoicia issues.

Hogget Target Weights

Average BCS by Pregnancy

Test Result
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