
RAM FEATURE
Ewes News

This month we thought we could feature some of our ram breeder 

clients from around the district. Breeding and selling rams is a 

time consuming business venture that takes an extra level of 

devotion and attention to stock that is not always appreciated. 

As a venture it is inflexible – you can’t just quit it and trade 

cattle, then pick it up the next year! Most people are not in it 

just for the money, it is a life’s work. 

Lachlan and Duncan Elliot, Lammermoor Station, Maniototo
Lachlan and Duncan Elliot, son’s of John 
and Susan, run respective Southdown 

and Romney studs at Lammermoor 
Station, Maniototo. Lachie runs the 

L a m m e r m o o r 
Southdowns stud.
The Elliot’s 
southdowns are bred 
for lambing ease, 
rapid early growth 
and high yeilding 
carcasses.  
“Rams shift very 
well and seem to 
last. They are a 
versatile terminal 
going over hoggets, 
fine wool ewes, and 
crossbreds”.

Duncan runs the Lammermoor Romneys 
based on Taurangnui Bloodlines. Ewes 
are bred for wool and conformation,  
with strong maternal ability. Duncan 
aims to breed good sound sheep , clip 
good fleece and high performing lambs. 
Ewes averaged 8.6kg fleece weight and 
the have won several NZ Romney fleece 
competitions. 
 Both studs are expected to perform well 
in very testing, high altitude climates.
 For the Elliot’s fine weather and good 
feed are the keys to good animal health.
Lammermoor has been loyal Veterinary 
Centre clients for 29 yrs.

*weight range 3.5 - 5.5kg
(while stocks last )

CHRISTMAS HAM &TURKEY PROMOTION
WITH SELECTED DRENCH PURCHASES, YOU GET A TASTY KIWI 

HAM ON THE BONE OR CROZIER TURKEY FOR CHRISTMAS



‘Newhaven Perendales’  
Blair and Jane Smith, Five Forks, North Otago

The ‘Newhaven’ stud regime was 

established in 1972 by David and 

Robyn Ruddenklau. Selling SIL 

recorded Perendales and Perendale-

Texel sires on farm during February 

– April. “Private sales allow clients 

to select the ideal new season ram 

team best suited to their individual 

flock requirements”. There is also 

Newhaven stud venture in Victoria, 

Australia.

Newhaven ethos is to produce robust, 

resilient dual purpose genetics that can 

perform in any region, with a strong 

focus on worm resilience (a nil drench 

policy for 20 years), ewe efficiency, 

growth, meat yield and constitution.  

They believe their no – nonsense 

approach to balancing breeding values 

with structural soundness has proven 

to produce a sheep that performs even 

under the most challenging conditions.

Newhaven Farms has been a Veterinary 

Centre client since day one. “We value 

the personalised service and industry-

leading knowledge that the team has 

readily available.”

The key ingredients to good animal 

health and stock performance for Blair 

and Jane were to: 

“Keep it simple. Monitor, measure 

and know exactly how your stock are 

performing. Feed your stock well in 

order for them to demonstrate their full 

genetic potential.”

Shirley Hayes, 
Pineacre Texels, 
Hilderthorpe
Shirley sells 35 to 40 Rams based on 

Brenley Genetics but also stud sires are 

sourced from the National Stud Sale 

and on farm. They are always selected 

to meet the improvement required in 

Shirley’s stud. 

“We aim to breed sound, big, strong 

boned, good conformation Texel which 

produces early maturing lambs of heavy 

weight and that are well-muscled.” 

Farmers buying from Shirley’s stud 

will be benefitting from 25 years of 

selection to improve all aspects of 

Texels. 

The flock is recorded on SIL. Shirley 

says “These figures are an excellent 

guide to select stock, but visually they 

have to be true and correct to Texel 

breed type.” 

Shirley was one of Veterinary Centre’s 

first clients at the North End clinic. “The 

services have developed enormously 

since and we are  pleased to be part of 

the success story.”

Shirley’s animal health and stock 

performance rely on good stockmanship, 

buying rams of good constitution and 

soundness, observation and feeding 

them well. 

Bruce’s dorset down breeding focus is 

first on good feet and conformation. A 

good shoulder and brisket important, 

but “you need length of carcase to get 

the weight in lambs”. Selection on loin 

and muscle has been ramped up since 

the introduction of eye muscle scanning. 

The McCulloch’s also bred dorset-texels 

which are popular. Bruce and Ross  

run the texel and stud coopworths in 

Bruce, Kathy and Ross McCulloch, Gibberslea 
Digger and Lynn McCulloch, Glen Ayr, Glenavy  

Partnership with Digger McCulloch, 

Bruce’s brother. Their breeding focus 

for the coopworth’s is still on the basics 

of fertility, maternal ability and decent 

wool.

Texels are bred for muscle and growth 

rates, good feet and shoulder setting. 

Stud sheep get no special treatment 

“rams shift well, ram longevity is a 

consistent comment from clients”. 

Cooptex and coopdales are also 

available.

Digger and Lynn McCulloch, Glen Ayr 

farm, run the border leicester stud.

Digger is a stalwart of the stud breeding 

scene in South Canterbury and is still 

passionate about his bred. The border 

;eicester and its crosses are renowned 

for their fertility and excellent 

mothering ability. A 1st cross border-

merino, b-corriedale or b-romney is 

a tremendous sheep, producing very 

vigorous, fast growing lambs especially 

when crossed with a terminal sire – 

maximising the hybrid vigour in lamb 

survival and growth traits.

All rams are SIL recorded.

Ross McCulloch, Glenavy

Jane & Blair Smith



Doug & Jeannie Brown, Punchbowl Genetics, Maheno. 
The Brown’s sell terminal sire rams 

Suffolk, Suffolk/Texel, Poll Dorset, 

Polled Dorset/Texel. Doug sources 

genetics with focus on good S.I.L. 

records. 

The Punchbowl focus is on growth with 

compact well muscled sheep that will 

thrive in the dry.

There are over 1000 S.I.L. recorded ewes 

which enables a lot of selection pressure. 

“All our recorded sheep are run under 

normal commercial conditions. Good 

constitution is essential, which gives 

our sheep shifting ability, especially to 

dry climates”, Doug says. 

“We have been Veterinary Centre 

clients throughout our farming career. 

Vet Centre provide good professional 

advice and have a wide range of 

appropriate animal health products.”

For Doug good genetics which are well 

fed are key to good animal health and 

stock performance.

Punchbowl has been breeding rams 

for 100 years this year. They are 

hosting a Field-day 1.30pm, Friday 20th 

November to celebrate this occasion.

Stonehenge, J Hore and Sons, Patearoa, Ranfurly
The Hore family sell Merino, Romney-

half-bred, and straight Romneys.  

Merino are Merryville base, established 

in 1969.   Romney stud purchased from 

Brad & Abby Dawson in 2013. Stonehenge 

aim to breed large framed sheep, with 

plenty of bright distinguished crimpy 

wool.“ We have proven genetics over 

many years of breeding”. For merinos 

recording focuses on wool weight and 

micron testing. 

Good proactive farm management 

and animal husbandry are the key 

ingredients for stock performance and 

animal health at Stonehenge.

Stonehenge have been clients of the 

Veterinary Centre ever since they set 

up shop in Ranfurly, but have used 

Simon Laming’s expertise for many 

years prior.

John and Allyson 
Lee, Waikura 
Coopworths, 
Waitaki Valley
John and Allyson Lee have been 

breeding coopworths since the 

1970’s. John’s no fuss breeding 

focus is “to breed more lambs 

bigger”. The commercial ewes 

consistently scan around 200%, 

this year tailing 184%, with 

less than 7% lamb losses. Even 

through the drier autumns John’s 

coopworths maintain their fertility. 

Recent introduction of texel to 

some of the ewe flock has added 

muscle and carcase yield traits. 

“We do an A.I. program most years 

on the top stud ewes to bring in 

some new genetics from around 

New Zealand and Australia”.  

 John has been a loyal Veterinary 

Centre client since the beginning 

and is a member of the Veterinary 

Centre sheep production group. 



David A. Robertson, 
Aurora Romneys, 
Palmerston   
David has been breeding rams for 

over 40 years. Aurora sell S.I.L 

recorded rams by private sale.  With a 

few stud rams sold in Gore. Exported 

rams and semen to South and North 

America last year.  

Aurora breeding objectives are for 

“good wool, meaty carcases, foot-rot 

resistance, and dag free. Ewes have 

acheived 180% lamb drop for the 

last 6 years with only 1-2% triplets”. 

 “In my experience most problems 

and faults in stock has a genetic 

cause and base. For this reason I have 

culled rigorously for any problems 

to do with constitution, lambing, 

milking, bearings, foot problems, 

dags, wool, etc.”

Anton Gibson and Family, Dry Creek Suffolk 
and Sufftex Stud, Foulden Hill, Middlemarch

Anton and Liz Gibson with children 

William and Jodie run Suffolk and 

Sufftex studs near Middlemarch.

Rams are sold privately. 

“Our focus is on high survival rates, 

excellent growth, resulting in heavy 

carcase weights at weaning”.

 Rams are EID Tagged, SIL recorded, 

and eye muscle scanned.  “Visual 

assessments along with accurate 

history and figures on individuals 

allow for selection of top performing 

animals.” says Liz.

“We have been Veterinary Centre 

clients for over 22yrs.  They provide 

an excellent service and are a very 

important part of our farming business.”  

For the Gibson’s the key to good animal 

health and stock performance is 

management and genetics.   “Excellent 

management enables good genetics 

to reach their full potential. When 

environmental factors contribute to 

performance, management becomes 

key once again!”

Andrew & Bill Sutherland, Benmore Station, Omarama
The Sutherland’s sell half bred poll and 

Merino rams (both polled and horned).

The Half breed is a Merino-Romney 1st 

cross. The Poll & Horned Merino are 

based on Merino Tech, Centre Plus, 

Nerstane and own Breeding.

Bill and Andrew aim to breed large 

framed, sound structured, efficient 

sheep. Producing long stapled heavy 

clipping fleeces that fill the bales along 

with a balance of carcase traits.

The Sutherland’s breed sheep to 

support their large commercial flock 

“which really tests stud progeny 

genetics. We consistently clip big 

weights of wool and pride ourselves in 

the number of lambs we wean and sell 

fat off mum at weaning”.

The Benmore stud record the flock 

through the Merino Select ASBV in 

conjunction with visual selection. 

This programme allows cross-flock 

comparisons from throughout N Z and 

Australia. Dual emphasis is placed on 

both wool and carcase traits to get a 

balance that makes a functional sheep. 

Eye muscle measurements and fat 

cover is a routine part of the carcase 

evaluation. 

The Sutherland’s have been clients of 

the Veterinary Centre for 8 years and 

the service has been very efficient with  

the advice being reassuring.

The key ingredients to good animal 

health and stock performance for Bill 

Sutherland are:

“Regular monitoring, clean pastures 

and water. You can’t go past a top 

stockman’s eye!”


