
Ewes News

Dan Greenwood (tailing 

contractor) thriving in the 

spring conditions.

November 2017

The key to 

maximising lamb 

growth rates 

to weaning is 

maintaining high 

quality, high protein 

pastures with a legume dominance. 

This is a rare period where lambs have 

the potential to achieve up to 400g/

day growth. 

P r i o r i t i s i n g 

t w i n n i n g 

mobs, and 2 

tooths/lambing 

hoggets to the 

best paddocks 

Dave Robertson
 BVSc, BSc

Animal Health Considerations this Spring
will not only assist with maximising lamb 

growth, it will also ensure these younger 

growing ewes can continue to develop 

frame and put on condition after peak 

lactation. 

Internal parasite control:

Pre-weaning tape drenching of lambs is a 

worthwhile exercise to maximise growth 

to weaning. 

Simon and Chris struggling to fi nd anything to 

grumble about this spring. 

‘There is some positivity with sheep 
breeding this season. Tailing percentages 
have been solid and it looks like we are 
having a very growthy spring.’

Ram Stud Breeders in our District

Annual supervisory visits for accreditated velveters 
need to be completed by the middle of December. 
Ideally we need to be doing supervisory visits early in 
the season rather than waiting until the end. If there are 
any issues it makes sense to get them corrected at the 
start of the season. For the velveter it ensures the visit 
is complete and processed, allowing them to focus on 
other important farming tasks such as the tricky issue 
of what to get the wife for Christmas this year.

Deer Velveting 
- Luke Smyth, BVSc

‘Newhaven Perendales’ – Blair and Jane Smith, 
Five Forks, North Otago. 2,000 stud Perendale 
ewes including their stud in Victoria, Australia.

Who and what have been the infl uences on the type of 
sheep you’re currently breeding? 
Newhaven Perendales was 

established by David and Robyn 

Ruddenklau in 1972. A key 

infl uence in the decision to breed 

Perendales was that David wanted 

a sheep that was robust, resilient 

and performed well in both meat 

and wool production, even in the 

toughest conditions. A key infl uence was Sir Geoffrey Peren, 

who mentored David in the establishment of the breed and 

ensuring the right balance to get the ideal animal that would 

shift anywhere in the country.

What genetic solutions are you offering for commercial 
farmers this year? 
 No - nonsense genetics that are bred tough to perform 

anywhere. Nil- drench for 30 years with emphasis on breeding 

structurally sound, resilient sheep with high fecundity and 

constitution.

Where would you like to see the sheep industry head in the 
next 5 years? What are the opportunities and challenges?
We need a higher degree of leadership in our industry. Bold 

leaders that are willing to move our premium product into 

a sphere where returns match the effort that our industry 

puts in. We have a world – leading genetic database, and 

large stud fl ocks that are bred under genuine commercial 

conditions. Our lamb and our wool should be at the highest 

echelon in premium 

positioning yet 

30 years later, 

we are still just 

talking about it. A 

complete change 

in the way that our 

levy organisations 

and our meat and 

wool companies 

work –  push our 

products instead 

of engineering 

a watered down 

c o m m o d i t y 

auction. The Zespri 

model – “tell the 

world what they 

need to pay for it, 

don’t ask them”.

 

Doug Brown, ‘Punchbowl Genetics’ Maheno, North 
Otago 

Who and what have been the infl uences on the type of 
sheep you’re currently breeding? 
The often dry North Otago climate is the main infl uence on 
the terminal sires we breed in that growth rate is the top 
priority i.e. as many lambs drafted straight off their mothers 
as possible.
What genetic solutions are you offering for commercial 
farmers this year? 
 Selection Pressure. Suffolk Texel and Poll Dorset Texel rams 
from a fl ock of over 1000 ewes that have been production 
recorded on SIL for many generations.
Where would you like to see the sheep industry head in the 
next 5 years? What are the opportunities and challenges?
Consistent prices ($120 plus) 
achieved through more focused 
marketing where the culture 
of added value is behind every 
initiative. Sheep numbers start 
to increase again due to (1) 
increased recognition by world 
markets that NZ lamb is of 
outstanding quality that justifi es 
a signifi cant premium (2) sheep 
farming gets more recognition 
as being environmentally 
sustainable long term and a vital 
part of the NZ farming industry.

Especially as nemotodirus and 

tapeworms are present.

Feet soundness:

If you see limping lambs you are seeing 

lost potential growth rate and reduction 

in weaning weights. Yes, many do self-

cure but if there is footrot in the ewes, 

this lamb lameness will linger for 

longer. Troughing will help, especially 

in the early stages. Tailing is a good 

opportunity to have a dedicated lamb 

foot checker. Blue spraying (Tetravet 

aerosol) infected feet is a really good 

way to get on top of lamb lameness. 

There are non-antibiotic aerosol 

options for those on non antibiotic 

contracts.

Copper, B12 and Selenium to yearling 

and breeding cattle

In growthy springs, there can be a 

requirement to supplement cattle with 

extra B12 and selenium to ensure they 

optimise the spring conditions. A boost 

of copper can also be warranted for 

growth cattle (although ideally, they 

should have had this during the winter).

Multi-min (Se, Cu, Zinc and Manganese) 

is popular for breeding cattle/heifers. 

There is some data to show it has 

additional benefi ts for conception rates/

embryo survival. Otherwise Prolaject 

B12 2000+Se is a popular 

c h o i c e 

at the 

moment.

Doug Brown 

Punchbowl Genetics 

Maheno, North Otago

We ask some of our ram breeding clients for some insights into their breeding, the season and where the 
see the sheep industry going.

Jane Smith : The reason Vets like 

sheep and beef work!

Some Punchbowl sires



Pre-weaning Drenching – what does the science say?

We often get asked whether it’s worthwhile 
drenching lambs pre-weaning? Survey 
work showed that up to 90% of farmers 
routinely drench their lambs at this point, 
targeting perceived benefi ts of better 

growth rates, less dags and less pasture contamination. 
Unfortunately, any increase in drenching also carries an 
increased risk of selection pressure for resistance. It is 
therefore good to have some clear evidence of the benefi ts 
of such strategies so that the pro’s and con’s can be weighed 
up. 
In 2010, to answer this question, Beef + Lamb NZ funded 
a trial looking at the effects of a pre-weaning drench 
(normal roundworm), with or without a tapeworm drench 
(+ Praziquantel). Both were compared to a control group 
that received no drench. The tapeworm question was an 
interesting addition – it had long been thought that tapeworm 
didn’t adversely affect growth. However, some more recent 
studies had challenged the theory that tapeworms are 
benign and farmers also routinely report that they believe 
tapeworm causes a smelly scour that is attractive to strike 
fl ies.  

KEY FINDINGS:
Weaning Weight

  Lambs given a roundworm drench were ~ 0.5kg heavier at 

weaning than the control group.

  Lambs given roundworm + tape drench were ~ 1kg heavier 

at weaning than the control group.

  The lambs given the additional tape drench showed a 24g/d 

liveweight gain advantage over a straight roundworm 

drench.

Ryan Luckman
 BVSc

Visible tapeworms of varying sizes in sheep dung

Dag Scores

  There was a dag reduction response to a roundworm 
drench. This response was slightly better when a tapeworm 
drench (praziquantel) was included.

Overall, these fi gures did support the feeling of farmers that 
a pre-weaning drench will lead to heavier and cleaner lambs 
at weaning. The addition of a tape drench at this point may 
be benefi cial. Most of our clients opting for a tape option 
would use “First Drench” (BZ, Levamisole + Praziquantel). 
As with all drenching questions, any gains should be weighed 
up against the increased risk of resistance. Our vets can help 
you examine these pros and cons for your farming system, 
so make use of them!

Ranfurly based vet, 

Angus Gibb has 

recently been on a 

course in Paihatua 

covering all aspects 

of bull soundness testing and semen 

collection and evaluation.

With mating coming up it is important 

to ensure your bulls are in optimal 

health so they can get into their work 

Angus Gibbs BVSc
Veterinary Centre 

Ranfurly

 Bull Soundness Testing

as soon as they go out. Bull failures are 

a common cause of a low in calf rate, as 

well as high proportions of late calves. 

This doesn’t get detected until scanning 

when the damage is already done. It is 

not uncommon to see over 20% of cows 

dry at scanning due to a bull or multiple 

bull failures. Soundness testing your 

bulls prior to mating is an easy way of 

preventing this disaster. 

New Zealand studies estimate up to 

20% of mixed aged commercial bulls 

can be unsound for mating.

Common factors that reduce the 

fertility of a bull include:

  Lameness

  Unable to mount due to sore back or 

other physical issues

  Corkscrew penis

  Broken/deviated penis

  Other genital abnormalities.

  Any disease/infection causing 

elevated body temperature, including 

BVD

  Poor body condition

  An infertile dominant bull preventing 

other bulls mating

What Bull Soundness Testing 

involves:

Having an on heat heifer or cow 

standing in our portable crush set up 

in a pen. Allowing bulls to come in and 

mount her while the vet examines libido, 

soundness, ability to mount, condition 

of the penis and ability to penetrate 

either to the heifer or an artifi cial 

vagina which allows semen collection 

and later microscopic evaluation of 

quality. 

Case study -

264 cows including heifers that were 

all in good body condition, mated in 3 

mobs scanned in May with an empty 

rate of 13%

Mob 1 99 cows to 3 bulls, one bull 

was seen lame in the fi rst week of 

mating, pulled out and replaced. 13 

empty (13%).

Mob 2 101 cows to 3 bulls, one bull 

returned lame at the end of mating. 

14 empty (14%).

Mob 3 55 heifers and 8 old cows to 2 

bulls. 8 empty (13%).   

Bull soundness testing of the 6 

remaining bulls as the 2 lame bulls 

were still very lame so not tested. 2 

bulls were found with corkscrew penis, 

one old bull and one 3 year old, the 

remaining 4 bulls were sound.

How long had the old bull had a corkscrew 

penis and been used for mating? If testing 

wasn’t done, how many years would the 

young bull have been used before it was 

realised that he was unsound.  

CHRISTMAS 
HAM &TURKEY 

PROMOTION
WITH SELECTED DRENCH 
PURCHASES, YOU GET A 

TASTY KIWI HAM ON THE BONE 
OR CROZIER TURKEY FOR 

CHRISTMAS

Heat Stress in Working Dogs - Bridget Roulston BVSc

Working dogs are at risk of overheating. 

The physical demands of the job in 

combination with hot summer weather 

can lead to heat stroke, which is a life 

threatening condition. The signs are 

excessive panting, trying to seek shade, 

drooling and collapsing.

‘Heat stroke is an emergency and 

most animals that get hyperthermia 

need to be seen by a vet to help 

reduce their core temperature back 

to normal.’

When a dog’s core temperature 

begins to rise blood supply to the skin 

increases, but the blood supply reduces 

to vital internal organs such as the 

kidneys – potentially causing lifelong 

damage. 

Things you can do to reduce the 

chances of heatstroke in your dog:

  Try to keep dogs in the shade during 

the hottest part of the day

  Try to do the bulk of mustering/work 

fi rst thing in the morning 

  Ensure dogs have lots of access to 

Les Scott from Hakataramea with the team

With beef cattle mating not far 

away, make sure bulls are sound 

prior to going out. 

Those with over-grown or cracked 

feet need to be attended to or risk 

breaking down. I know there is a 

stigma with getting feet done on 

bulls, but hoof maintenance at this 

time can save having to fork out for 

replacements (which are not easy to 

come by) or have empty cows turn 

out at preg testing!

Boost bulls for BVD. We sell 

convenient 10 dose packs of BVD 

vaccine aimed at farmers who do 

the bulls each year. If there is one 

group to vaccinate routinely it is the 

bull team. 

Top up bulls with selenium. DO this 

at least 1 month prior to service. 

Get bulls veterinary service tested. 

Bulls over 5 years of age are the 

greatest risk of sub-fertility issues. 

But younger bulls can have issues 

also. 

Angus Gibb puts his newly acquired 

skillset into practice.

cool, clean drinking water

  Clip long-haired dogs during summer 

to help with heat control.

If you notice a dog is too hot - hose 

the dog down, put them in a trough or 

cover them in wet, cool towels. Then 

contact your vet for further advice.

Get bulls sorted
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