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One of the core principle forces of nature 

is trial and error. Success and failure 

of biology are occurring constantly 

in the environment.  Viewing farming 

of animals in this way can help you 

embrace the fact that failure occurs and 

that it is an opportunity to refi ne and 

re-focus the system. It is only with the 

testing that the environment presents 

that we fi nd what truly performs. So 

when things like a preventable abortion 

storm, or pulpy kidney deaths in lambs 

or a parasite outbreak occurs it is an 

opportunity to re-adjust and apply 

the animal health measures we have 

available. 

Healthy, productive animals are at the 

core of, not just the business of sheep 

and cattle farming, but any sense of 

achievement with it. That is where 

preventative animal health measures 

are well worth investing in.  

It is not always easy to fi nd a point in 

the cycle of farming to look up from the 

day to day tasks and map out your next 

season’s production and interventions. 

For the famers that do engage with 

our Veterinary team with a planned 

approach to animal health I think 

it fosters a lot of re-assurance that 

they’ve got the engine room of their 

business and livelihood protected. It is 

also a chance to challenge and question 

old habits and look at alternatives. 

The nice thing about my conversations 

with farmers at present is that there is 

some hope and optimism that we are 

going to get a decent spring this year. 

August moisture and some decent 

September days have sees the grass 

and lucerne plots emerge. With new 

births of livestock there is hope and 

expectation that this season is going to 

be better. The winter and autumn issues 

fade and the realities of summer meat 

schedules are not worth contemplating.  

The sun has been shining up the 
Waitaki Valley and spring is well and 
truly in the air with a decent growth 
of new grass starting to come through. 
Unfortunately, this can pose a potential 
risk to soon to be calving beef cows 
as this fresh, fast growing spring 
pasture often has a low magnesium 
content. Lactating cows have an 
increased demand for magnesium that 
consequently may not be met.

Inadequate magnesium levels lead 
to nervous signs such as excitement, 
bellowing, uncoordinated movement 
(hence the name Grass Staggers) and 
convulsions, rapidly progressing to 
death if untreated. In extreme cases, 
the only sign of a problem may be cows 
found dead.

Treatment is possible by injecting 
a magnesium solution under the 
skin, but preventing the problem is 
always better. This can be achieved by 
supplementing cows, starting 2-3 weeks 

Spring is on the horizon after a mild(ish) 
winter in Central Otago. The warm 
conditions early winter have provided 
good breeding conditions for parasites 
inside and out.

We have repeatedly been investigating 
poor hogget and ewe performance 
on seemingly quality feed. Faecal egg 
counts from these animals have been 
almost always high and stock have 
responded well to drenching. 

Lice have also had a good breeding 
season in sheep and cattle. Where 
possible treat infected sheep off shears 
and talk to us about pour-on treatment 
options for cattle.

  Contact us to supply sampling kits or 
take faecal egg count 
samples 

  Don’t forget to dip and 
drench hoggets in the 
lead up to lambing

  Treat cattle for lice 
pre-calving to prevent 
transfer to calves

Stonehenge Hoggets

Stonehenge has focused this year on 
growing out their Merino hoggets to 
their potential. Andrew Hore believes 
it is important to be proactive when it 
comes to hogget health treatments as 
he fi nds they don’t give you a second 
chance. 

They were regularly drenched with 
Matrix from weaning and had a Zolvix 
exit drench early winter. It was thought 
that this would be the fi nal drench 
before winter proper but a faecal egg 
count performed in July showed eggs 
present (a situation very common 
in hoggets during what has been 
a relatively warm period). Another 

drench meant the animals continued to 
grow through the winter and prevented 
the hoggets from scouring. 

The hoggets will receive a Gudair 
vaccination at shearing to prevent 
Johne’s. “If  you make the effort to grow 
good stock why would you let them 
be affected by something as easily 
preventable as  Johne’s”. One shot will 
prevent Johne’s for the life of the ewe 
and now not having to ear-mark makes 
the job straightforward. 

Andrew says his hoggets are worth 
looking after when young as they are 
the future of your fl ock and have to 
spend most of their life on hard country.

Spring Issues for Beef Cattle -  Naomi Barrett, MAVSc

prior to the risk period.  The addition 
of magnesium to supplementary feed 
or the administration of slow release 
capsules are suitable options. Our vets 
can advise you on the best option for 
your farm. 

Spring larval challenge

Spring is also a key 
time to consider 
drenching yearling 
beef stock as 
pasture larval loads 
peak during warm 
and wet weather, 
resulting in high 
levels of infection. 
Once ingested, the 
larvae multiply 
and grow, causing 
gut damage which 
leads to scouring, 
suppressed appetite 
and diminished 
growth rates.  Using 

an effective combination oral or pour-
on drench that targets Cooperia is 
recommended. There are several 
oral options such as Matrix Minidose, 
Alliance or Arrest C. Eclipse pour on is 
the convenient option. 

Parasite challenge high in Central Otago
- Michael Lilley, BVSc Veterinary Centre Ranfurly

Stonehenge Hoggets

Elliot Robertson helping during 

lambing

Our Spring Photo Competition has been 
extended – September is kids with lambs. 
Send photos to oamaru@vet111.co.nz

Long acting 
drench 
monitoring
The Veterinary Centre consistently 

does more monitoring of long acting 

products used under our care than 

any other practice in New Zealand. 

National data suggests our situation 

is much better than other regions, 

but we cannot be complacent. Our 

Territory Managers will be following 

up on clients who have used 

capsules or long acting moxidectin 

( Cydectin LA or Exodus LA) .

What to do:

  Get a monitoring pack ( plastic 

bags and a form)

  Collect 10 samples for sheep that 

have been exposed to LA drench 

60-80 days ago. 

  Drop it into the clinic or get your 

Territory Manager to pick it up. 



Research and technology
This spring the Veterinary Centre is continuing the research in beef cattle fertility. 

We have linked in with a New Zealand beef cattle progeny testing program and 

will be scanning more heifer ovaries around the country to look at associations 

between images captured and fertility outcomes. Dr Hamish Newton has analysed 

last year’s results and the trends are very interesting. It looks like we are getting 

very close to developing another tool to explain variation in reproductive outcomes 

in cattle. 

Dr Hamish Newton (PhD, BVSc) enjoying the hands-on, arm-in aspect 

of ovary scanning research.  

New Product – Adopta Harness
We have stocked a specially designed harness to assist with mothering up lambs. 

It is used to restrain a ewe to a fence and allow lambs to feed. First impressions 

are that it appears to work very well. 

Spring animal 
health:

  Worm control in yearling cattle - a 
combination drench (Eclipse pour-
on or injectable) or oral (Matrix mini 
dose) are good options. 

   Check that selenium, copper and 
cobalt levels are adequate for 
breeding and growing cattle 

  Consider a John’e’ Vaccination to 
replacement ewe hoggets. One 
vaccination gives life-time protection. 

   Check feet soundness of ewes and 
lambs.

Farmer: Wallace Milne (WM) is 

farming with his father David Milne 

at Invercroy, Cattle Creek.

AM You are farming at Cattle Creek 

with a fi nishing block at Tokarahi. You 

are running about 180 Angus breeding 

cows, how many ewes are you running?

WM We are running just under 

5000 Corriedale ewes

AM  You have started a BVD control 

program in your cows this year. What 

were your reasons for doing this?

WM We tested a sample 

of our herd at weaning time 

and found that they had been 

exposed to BVD probably 

through a PI in the herd. We had 

a high empty rate and wanted 

to rule out BVD as a problem 

in the future. The research has 

shown that BVD costs between 

$30 and $90 per breeding cow 

in lost production, i.e. more 

dry cows, abortion, poor calf 

growth rates and general ill 

health in the cattle. We run 

our cattle pretty hard and 

expect them to winter on the 

hill without supplement; they 

don’t need the added burden 

of BVD affecting their health.

AM Your cows are run on 

an extensive hill block and only 

mustered 3 times a year, has this been 

a big issue for putting a BVD control 

programme in place?

WM  It ruled out blood testing the 

whole herd because logistically we 

couldn’t keep them on the paddocks 

until the results came back. It took a 

couple of days to muster the cows, give 

them the BVD injection and return them 

to the hill. They will get their booster 

when they come in for calf marking 

prior to the bull going out in December.

AM How long have you known 

about BVD?

WM We have known about it for a 

while but didn’t think it was an issue 

in our herd. It is hard identify it in our 

cattle without testing for it.

AM Beef prices have been good for 

the last 2 years, what are your thoughts 

about the upcoming season?

WM Haha let me get my crystal ball! 

Prices will drop back, hopefully not too 

much.

Wallace Milne has recently vaccinated their 180 Angus breeding cows after confi rming 

their herd had been exposed to BVD

Last year farmers used almost exclusively the Scabigard 
vaccine for the fi rst time in our district. The Scabigard vaccine 
performed well in 2015 with no recorded follow up cases for 
scabby mouth having occurred in vaccinated animals.

Bruce and Nic Bennett of Shirlmar Station, in the Lindas Pass, 
have been discussing lambing requirements with Donna, their 
Territory Manager. They described no issues with administering 
Scabigard last season. Bruce said they always vaccinate for 
scabby mouth as insurance and the Scabigard applicator was 
no problem to use especially with the convenient one scratch 
method.

New Scabby Mouth Vaccine well received

A couple of reminders regarding 
Scabby Mouth and the Scabigard 
vaccine

  Once you have had scabby mouth 
or the vaccine on your farm then 
you must vaccinate new lambs 
every year to prevent outbreaks

  Scabigard is a live vaccine:

 Keep it chilled but not frozen

 Don’t scratch yourself

  One scratch per lamb is suffi cient 
for Scabigard

  Scabigard has longer expiry dates 
that permit carry over from one 
season to the next if kept chilled.

BVD Discussion - Andrew Muir (AM), BVSc, BSc (Hons) 

Rumensin anti 
bloat capsules 
are used 
extensively in our 
district when putting beef on 
high risk bloat feeds such as clover 
mixes. The Rumensin capsule remains 
the most effective way to avoid bloat 
deaths. In the current beef market, 
which looks to hold for the short to 
medium term at least, this “bloat 
insurance” is just under $20 per head 
and is considered to be well worth 
it with few other options that are as 
effective currently on the table. 
Underlying bloat prevention is the 
known feed effi ciency gains from using 
monensin in beef cattle. Monensin is 
used extensively in the dairy industry as 
a productivity enhancer and has more 
than 2000 trials supporting its claim to 
improvements in feed utilisation by the 
animal. These gains are documented as 
equivalent to an additional 1kg of dry 
matter per day. Similarly, worldwide 
trial work in beef cattle shows a 7kg 
weight gain for monensin treated beef 
relative to untreated control animals. 
The sole NZ trial showed an increase of 
9.7kg! At the current schedule of $5.70/
kg this not only covers the cost of the 
capsule but also earns an extra $10 
plus per head. The profi t margin might 
be minor per head but there are few 
preventative treatments that return 
the price for outlay and then half again 
in productivity gains. 

Rumensin 
Beef  Capsules

Bruce and Nic Bennett
Shirlmar Station

Scabby Mouth - 
preventable with 

vaccination
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found dead.
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their potential. Andrew Hore believes 
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chance. 
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that this would be the fi nal drench 
before winter proper but a faecal egg 
count performed in July showed eggs 
present (a situation very common 
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a relatively warm period). Another 

drench meant the animals continued to 
grow through the winter and prevented 
the hoggets from scouring. 

The hoggets will receive a Gudair 
vaccination at shearing to prevent 
Johne’s. “If  you make the effort to grow 
good stock why would you let them 
be affected by something as easily 
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and now not having to ear-mark makes 
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prior to the risk period.  The addition 
of magnesium to supplementary feed 
or the administration of slow release 
capsules are suitable options. Our vets 
can advise you on the best option for 
your farm. 

Spring larval challenge

Spring is also a key 
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drenching yearling 
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peak during warm 
and wet weather, 
resulting in high 
levels of infection. 
Once ingested, the 
larvae multiply 
and grow, causing 
gut damage which 
leads to scouring, 
suppressed appetite 
and diminished 
growth rates.  Using 

an effective combination oral or pour-
on drench that targets Cooperia is 
recommended. There are several 
oral options such as Matrix Minidose, 
Alliance or Arrest C. Eclipse pour on is 
the convenient option. 

Parasite challenge high in Central Otago
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