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Sarah Boys has proved her worth to 

farmers and the Veterinary Centre with 

her exceptional surgery skills. Fixing 

knee ligament ruptures with the latest 

TTA (tibial tuberosity advancement) 

procedure has become her trade 

mark surgical technique. She has also 

Orthopedic Excellence
tackled many other bone and ligament 

repair jobs that many Veterinary 

Clinics would refer onto specialists. 

Sarah is very thorough and particular 

about researching and planning what 

approach to take with each orthopaedic 

case. This is a key part to any surgery. 

She also appreciates 

the years of practical 

surgical experience 

that Simon Laming 

and Luke Smyth have 

offered her. The nurses 

and other vets are in 

awe of her dexterity, 

effi ciency and drive to 

get the best outcomes 

for cases with working 

dogs.

Sarah’s reputation is 

spreading among the 

farm dog community. 

Kerry Chittock a well-

known “doggy man” 

from Palmerston cannot speak more 

highly of Sarah’s surgical skills. “We’ve 

had a bit of bad luck with our dogs over 

the last couple of years, but Sarah and 

the Veterinary Centre team have been 

excellent at patching up our mishaps…

they’ve been great to deal with.”

Orthopedic Follow up
Physiotherapy has become an integral part of dog orthopaedic repair and 

rehabilitation. Head nurse Jolene Clark has had extra training in companion 

animal physiotherapy techniques. The work she does on post leg surgery dogs 

has really improved the outcomes for getting dogs back working again. “It is 

now a very important part of most leg repair cases in dogs and it just makes 

sense to spend the time with these dogs getting them to move and use their 

legs again.” 

Jo and Sarah really enjoy farm dog work. “They are not just amazing athletes 

but generally fantastic natured animals and incredible to work with… they 

seem to enjoy our fuss and attention we give them in the clinic” Sarah says.

Animal Health Planner - Lauren Strange BVSc

Veterinary Centre Limited has a new 
electronic animal health planner to 
offer. An easy to use app for your 
android or apple smartphone, providing 
a personalised to-do list for all classes 
of stock on your property. The main 
benefi ts are:

  Reminders – ensuring on time 
treatments;

  In-built product information - 
including automatic withholding 
periods for each mob;

  Compliance assistance – batch 
number and expiry details are easily 
recorded by taking a photo of the 
package! 

  Multiple personnel can have access 
to your farm plans. This allows your 
employees to be kept in the loop 
about upcoming jobs. 

  A dynamic plan that updates as you 
complete your tasks.

The initial meeting will take 
approximately 2 hours to allow for 
plans to be set up. In subsequent years 
there may be only minor changes that 
need to take place and the animal 
health meeting can focus more on farm 
productivity. 
If you are interested in getting your 
farm set up, call your local clinic. 

Prescribing Antibiotics for Sheep and Beef Farms
Vets are required to prescribe antibiotics 

for use in animals. If you don’t have 

a current annual prescription for 

restricted veterinary medicines, then 

a point of sale prescription is required 

where you discuss the condition with a 

vet.

We realise that the majority of the 

conditions you treat with antibiotics 

are fairly routine but it is still part of 

the process to review the dose and 

duration of treatment and make sure 

it is appropriate. The label dose may 

not always be appropriate or indicate 

requirement for follow-up.

Just jabbing an off colour animal 

of unknown cause with “a shot of 

penicillin” is not really considered 

appropriate. There needs to be signs of 

bacterial infection and a commitment 

to monitoring response to treatment, 

repeating the dose to ensure the 

condition resolves and recording the 

animal treated.

Even when penicillin was fi rst 

commercialised in the 1940’s they 

identifi ed that a lack of follow-up 

treatment not only compromised 

resolving the infection but allowed 

resistant bacteria to emerge.

Penicillin and oxyetracycline uses:
  After a dead lamb/calf is removed they 
usually need a follow-up dose.

  Navel infections in calves and lambs. 5 

day course recommended at 1mL/10kg

  Bearings are controversial. Really 
fresh ones don’t need it. Any sign 
of trauma or if you’ve used sutures 
will benefi t. 

  Treating individual cases of 
infectious lameness in sheep. 
Tetravet aerosol and oxyterin LA 
1mL/10kg sort most one-off cases 
out. 

  Avoid causing the hoof to bleed 
only makes the lameness worse. If 
there is pus let it out though.

  Advanced eye infections and 
lung conditions - oxytetrin is 
recommended. 

Don’t be hard on the shop assistant 
if she does not hand out antibiotics 
to you with no questions asked. They 
are required to get a vet to prescribe 
it.  To make it easier you can ring 
up before coming in so it is ready to 
go. Alternatively you can arrange to 
discuss it during an annual animal 
health review with a vet.

Veterinarian Sarah Boys and Vet nurse Jo Clark 

with their canine companion. 
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Monitoring Drench Resistance - Dave Robertson BVSc, BSc

Drench resistance is always worth 

some attention. Our territory managers 

and vets are ready to drive the long 

acting drench monitoring this month. 

Our practice does more monitoring 

than any other in New Zealand and we 

are keen to keep up this tradition. We 

are very fortunate that it is still fully 

funded and no cost to the farmer. 

With some areas in New Zealand 

being blindsided by the prevalence of 

triple drench resistance we must keep 

monitoring our drench inputs. It seems 

the South Island has less issues than  

the North, but we don’t really know 

unless we monitor.

If you have used long acting 

drenches this pre-lamb 

then monitoring with a FEC 

check 60-80 days later is 

essential. Also we want to 

do more drench checks 10 

days post oral drenching. 

If you’ve bought a drum 

of drench, we expect to 

see some faecal samples 

come back for counting, 

this can also include 

cattle drenching. 

Matrix is a great product but we cannot 

rely on it solely to sort out our worm 

issues forever. We have to increase 

our level on monitoring, focus on 

refugia strategies and use novel active 

drenches strategically  (e.g. Startect at 

weaning, Zolvix plus in April). I don’t 

think we can rely on triple drench as a 

quarantine drench either. There are too 

many stories of triple drench failure 

around the country and the fastest way 

to get it is buying it in with store lambs. 

If you’ve got a good FECRT status – look 

after it. If you don’t know your status 

then fi nd out this weaning - “you’ve just 

got to do one of these things” was one 

of Simon Laming’s summary points on 

parasite control. 

Data from NZ wide drench monitoring indicate that egg leakage is increasing 
across all drench classes including combinations.

Johnes vaccination to replacement ewe hoggets - 

one vaccination for life-time protection. If incurring > 

1% losses to Johnes in a ewe fl ock Gudair (Johnes) 

vaccine can be justifi ed. 

It is most commonly used in fi ne wool replacement 

ewe hoggets after shearing. This will prevent them 

shedding the bacteria and suffering from this wasting 

disease later in life. If you are noticing ewes “dropping 

off” at the back of the mob and ill thrift after a drench 

and decent feed, then Johnes disease could be 

causing issues in your ewe fl ock. Correct and careful 

administration is required with this product. There is 

no longer any need to ear-mark vaccinated animals. 

Johnes Control in Ewes

Scabby Mouth
As tailing approaches so does the most practical opportunity to vaccinate 

against scabby mouth. This is not new but it is timely to go over the basics to 

ensure your procedures are giving you an effective vaccination programme.

  Scabby mouth infects animals through breaks in the skin resulting in raised 

red lesions and scabs.  Infections can occur anywhere on the body with 

the mouth, feet, udders and the poll of rams being very common. Lamb 

infection results in signifi cant effects on weight gains.

  Lambs are most susceptible over their fi rst summer so tailing is the most 

practical time to vaccinate. Don’t use the vaccine on farms that are free 

of the disease. 

  The best place to give the vaccination is the inside of the back leg unless 

fl y treatments are being used, in which case the inside of the front leg 

should be used. 

  The vaccine is given by scratching the skin but don’t scratch so fi rmly as to 

draw blood. A blue dye is added to 

the vaccine so you can see where 

it has been applied.

  Check the vaccination area of 20 

lambs 7-10 days after vaccination 

to ensure that it has taken. A take 

is a raised whitish line surrounded 

by an area of infl ammation.

  Keep the vaccine in a fridge until 

it is used and only take enough 

for the day. During use keep it 

in a chilly bag and out of direct 

sunlight.

  As scabby mouth can infect 

humans (orf) don’t touch lesions 

or prick yourself with the vaccine.

Metabolics

“A dead beef cow around calving is 

magnesium staggers until proven 

otherwise” was a line an experienced 

vet once told me. Unlike dairy cows you 

don’t see beef cows in the clinical stages 

of low magnesium (such as staggering, 

aggressive behaviour, seizuring) - you 

just fi nd them dead. 

The main cause of low magnesium is 

starvation. Beef cows calving early 

on bowling greens, or set stocked 

on skinned out blocks with sheep, 

can result in insuffi cient feed (and 

magnesium) intake. Short lush spring 

feed, or calving behind a wire on green 

feed can also be low in magnesium. 

The main prevention of magnesium 

staggers/death is to adequately feed 

the lactating beef cow. Roughage feed, 

although lower in energy is generally 

higher in magnesium, so they just need 

enough  of it to function. Two to four 

months post calving is when she really 

needs to crank up the feed in take with 

quality grass to feed the calf and start 

cycling again. 

Dairy cross and house cow types can 

benefi t from a long acting magnesium 

bullet 2-4 weeks prior to calving to 

prevent milk fever and magnesium 

staggers.  Mag chloride in water 

troughs through a dispenser or dusting 

mag oxide on a break or on baleage are 

other supplementation methods for at 

risk cows. 

Bloat and clostridials 

On the other end of the cattle death 

spectrum is bloat. High quality, high 

protein spring legumes (clover and 

lucerne) are the main risk feeds. 

Rumensin 100 day bloat capsules are 

the only reliable way to prevent bloat 

when cattle are grazing lucerne in 

the spring. They also improve feed 

conversion effi ciency by 7-15%. This 

growth enhancing feature alone can 

make Rumensin capsules a good 

option. Make sure the capsules are in 

for at least a week before exposing 

them to a “rocket fuel” feed.  

Similarly, if the clover turns up this 

spring you want to have control 

Beef Cows at Calving
measures well in-place before you fi nd 

four stiff legs in the air. Provision of 

fi bre, salt and application of bloat oil 

are other measures to reduce bloat 

risks. Ask about the correct way to 

apply bloat oil to troughs and use bloat 

oil (Peta) dispensers. 

The other sudden-death syndrome is 

clostridial deaths. Boosting yearling 

cattle with clostridial vaccine (5in1 or 

10in1) at this time of year (if you hadn’t 

already) is a prudent measure. Deaths 

to black leg are very preventable with a 

standard vaccine course. 

Rumensin 100 day bloat capsules are the only reliable way to prevent 

bloat when cattle are grazing lucerne in the spring. 
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