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Lamb Rearing
The ad lib way – like what mother 

does. 

We are excited to have in-stock the 

Heatwave automatic lamb feeders. 

There was a number of farmers last 

year that got these and it has changed 

the way they view rearing extra lambs. 

“Lambs do a lot better, and it is much 

less hassle”. It mimics what happens 

naturally. Lambs are never completely 

emptied out, so always have energy in 

the system to grow optimally. Because 

the stomach is full, they don’t gorge 

and blow-up like they can do on twice-

daily feed milk replacer.

The Heatwave are a simple design 

and much lower cost than the bigger 

commercial scale feeders that are fully 

automated. 

The work required is to mix cold milk 

once per day and clean the piping 

through with water and alkali (5 minutes 

and very easy). Training the lamb on the 

teat will depend on the lamb and the 

teat type. They still require colostrum 

for 3 days. This will not fl ow very well 

through automatic feeders. 

Have lamb starter mix and fresh water 

available. Scratching pet lambs earlier 

is advised with automatic feeders to 

prevent them spreading scabby mouth. 

What milk powder?

We have Sprayfo milk powder in stock. 

It prevents bloat deaths at that 3-6 

week stage, especially with bottle fed 

lambs. It also works well in automatic 

lamb feeders due to its ease of mixing. 

Other standard lamb milk replacers can 

work in automatic feeders also. 

Meal and quality grass

To make lamb rearing “stack-up” 

getting lambs onto meal/muesli seems 

to be a critical. This develops the rumen 

environment faster. On a per kg of 

energy basis meal is 1/3rd the price of 

milk replacer.

If bottle feeding lambs when lambs are 

eating 100g of meal per day you can 

drop out a milk feed (~400mL). The 

early milk wean system is when lambs 

are eating 200g of meal per day then 

they can be weaned (10-12kg liveweight) 

and remain on 200-600g of meal per 

day for another month whilst on grass 

until 25kg liveweight. The trick is to 

keep the hens, birds and adult sheep 

out of it!  

Quality spring grass for orfan lambs will 

ensure best results. 

Spring Animal Health to 
Consider:
Johnes Control in Ewes
Johnes vaccination to replacement ewe hoggets. One 

vaccination for life-time protection. At greater than 1% 

losses to Johnes in a ewe fl ock Gudair (Johnes) vaccine 

can be justifi ed. It is most commonly used in fi ne wool 

replacement ewe hoggets after shearing. This will 

prevent them shedding the bacteria and suffering from 

this wasting disease later in life. If you are noticing ewes 

“dropping off” at the back of the mob and ill thrifty after 

a drench and decent feed, then Johnes diease could be 

causing issues in your ewe fl ock. Correct and careful 

administration is required with this product. There is no 

longer any need to ear-mark vaccinated animals. 

Stefan Mavor installed an automatic lamb milk feeder last year and is very 

happy with the results. They are now available at our Veterinary Centres.
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Thanks to Kirsty McMurtrie for the great photos!

In response to growing client demand our experienced veterinarian Gwyneth Mark will 
now reside in Omarama and lead the veterinary services for our high country and small 
animal clients in the McKenzie Country, Waitaki Valley and surrounding areas.

Working in Omarama and Kurow on and off for the past 12 months Gwyneth has got to know 

the area and clients well and has made her mark delivering excellent veterinary skills and 

outstanding client service. Sheep & beef partner Dave Robertson says he is looking forward 

to working alongside Gwyn up the valley.

Gwyn’s presence adds to our great Omarama team of clinic manager Katie-Rose Murray 

and Territory Manager Andrew Fisher and our Kurow team of Chrissy and Andrew. Gwyn is 

looking forward to working with farmers as lambing and calving unfolds, providing advice and 

information around the hot topic of sustainable drench programmes and keeping involved in 

the strain specifi c footrot vaccine programme. 

On a side note we congratulate Andrew Fisher for receiving his 100 game cap for Maheno 

Rugby Football 

Club Premier team 

recently. Not to be 

outdone, Katie Rose 

picked up the most 

dedicated player at 

the Kurow netball 

season break up. This comes 

as no surprise to those who 

know her and have seen 

her commitment in looking 

after our Veterinary Centre 

Omarama clinic. Combined 

with Chrissy’s passion 

and efforts in the Kurow 

community, we know our 

Kurow and Omarama clients 

are in very good hands.

Resident Vet Appointed to the Waitaki Valley

Andrew, Gwyneth, Chrissy & Katie-Rose (insert)



Beef Production & Productivity Dave Robertson
 BVSc, BSc

Calving
It’s September which means calving is 

beginning in beef herds. Hopefully the 

majority will calve on their own but some may 

require assistance. The key to calving a cow is 

having the right gear, lube and patience. The 

main gear we recommend includes: chains/

ropes, handles, a calving jack and lube. The 

fi rst step of calving is always to put your arm 

in to correct any incorrect presentation and 

put in as much lube as possible. Once you’ve 

put your chains on and are ready to pull the 

calf,  you shouldn’t be putting more force on 

a cow the than the “force of 3 strong men” 

which is equivalent to what you can put on 

with a jack but is a lot less force than a 4 

wheeler or tractor. In the case of large calves 

or tight cervixes the cow may benefi t from 

going slow and allowing her to stretch. Calving 

is more about fi nesse than force if you aren’t 

able to pull the calf out with a jack or pulley, 

it may be time to call in a professional. Don’t 

back-up the 4-wheeler and risk damaging 

the cow. 

Metabolics
“A dead beef cow around 
calving is magnesium 
staggers until proven 
otherwise” was a line an 
experienced vet once told 
me. Unlike dairy cows 
you don’t see beef cows 
in the clinical stages of 
low magnesium (such as 
staggering, aggressive 
behaviour, seizuring), you 
just fi nd them dead. 
The main cause of low Mag is 
starvation. Beef cows calving 
early on bowling greens 
or set stocked on skinned 
out blocks with sheep can 
result in insuffi cient feed 
(and magnesium) intake. 
Short lush spring feed, or 
calving behind a wire on 
green feed can also be low 
in magnesium. 
The main prevention of 
magnesium staggers/

Finishing Cattle: Increase Growth & Prevent Bloat 
Rumensin 100 day bloat capsules are 

certainly an investment worth looking 

at for yearling and 2 year-old cattle. 

The Lincoln Lucerne scientists will tell 

you that these capsules are the only 

reliable way to prevent cattle bloat 

on Lucerne. They also improve feed 

conversion effi ciency by 7-15% which 

this fact alone can make them a good 

option. Make sure the capsules are in 

for at least a week before exposing 

them to a “rocket fuel” feed. Similarly 

if the clover turns up this spring you 

want to have control measures well in-

place before the risk period. Provision 

of fi bre, salt and application of bloat 

oil are other measures to reduce bloat 

risks. Ask about the correct way to 

apply bloat oil to troughs and use bloat 

oil (peta) dispensers. 

The other sudden-death syndrome is 

clostridial deaths. Boosting yearling 

cattle with clostridial vaccine (5in1 or 

10in1) at this time of year (if you hadn’t 

already) is a prudent measure. Deaths 

to black leg are very preventable with a 

standard vaccine course. 

Replacement Beef Heifer Requirements 
Worm control
Combination drench (Eclipse pour-
on or injectable) or oral (Matrix mini 
dose) are good options. September and 
November are typical months to drench 
yearling cattle, depending on the type 
of pastures they are on. 

Minerals
Selenium and Copper are the main 
minerals  to top-up prior to breeding. If 
you don’t know whether they need to 
supplement do some bloods to check. 
Multimin is popular as an all-round, 
shorter acting mineral option. 

Disease control
BVD vaccination starts with a 
September sensitiser and October 
booster. Alternatively blood test all 
heifers to see if any carriers are present. 
Clostridial booster 5 in 1 or 10 in 1 is also 
recommended. 

Artificial 
Insemination
We had plenty of enquiries 

about synchrony and AI 

this year. This can be a 

good option for heifers to 

get some new genetics on 

the ground. Other benefi ts 

of heifer AI is there are no 

calves at foot during the 

yardings for synchro and 

mating. Also the progeny 

are born in a condensed 

period for easier 

management. Getting 

them up to weight and 

doing all the animal health 

prior to AI is important. 

Mixed age cows can achieve 

superior conception rates 

when everything is in their 

favour. 

Beef cows at Calving
death is to adequately feed 
the lactating beef cow. 
Roughage feed although 
lower in energy is generally 
higher in magnesium, so 
they just need enough  of it 
to function. 2 to 4 months 
post calving is when she 
really needs to crank up 
the feed intake with quality 
grass  to feed the calve and 
start cycling again. 

Dairy cross and house cow 

types can benefi t from a 

long acting magnesium 

bullet 2-4 weeks prior to 

calving to prevent milk fever 

and magnesium staggers.  

Mag chloride in water 

troughs through a dispenser 

or dusting mag oxide on 

a break or on baleage are 

other supplementation 

methods for at risk cows. 

The physical size of yearling and 2 year-old bulls is important, 

but will not tell you the calving ease or birth weights of 

progeny. For heifers a live calf and a healthy 1st calver are 

the top priority, but it can be interesting to check the make-

up of other traits on heifer-mating bulls. 

Below are some interesting low-birth weight bulls. Bull 1 will 

The Right Genetics for Yearling Heifer Mating
leave smaller calves, but they will not grow very fast and end 

up with smaller frame size. Bull 2 is a curve bender and a 

trait leader for low birth weight (+0.4) and 400 day weight 

(+104kg) and cow progeny will end up over 600kg. Bull 3 is 

more moderate with low birth weights, good calving ease 

and breed average growth and frame size. 

BULL 1 BULL 2 BULL 3

Breeding Values of three different bulls with low birth weight but different carcase characteristics
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