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Selective Dry Cow � erapy
We are getting towards the end of the 

season and most cows are likely to be 

dried off in the next 60 odd days. If 

your BMSCC has averaged less than 

250,000 cells per ml this year (and 

this is over 90% of you at present) 

we will, at the Annual Mastitis Review, 

want to discuss the opportunity and 

practicalities of using selective dry 

cow therapy (SDCT). This is where by 

using the herd test data and clinical 

mastitis data, a decision is made about 

which cows are likely to be infected, 

and therefore get antibiotic dry cow 

therapy, and which cows are uninfected, 

so we then concentrate on prevention 

of new infections by using teatsealants. 

This approach dramatically reduces 

the amount of antibiotic used on dairy 

farms which is what “society” wants 

to see. This approach has been used 

successfully for the last 4 to 5 years 

on many of our farms and there is 

now plenty of trial work to back up the 

decision making process. This approach 

will not be practical for some of you, 

and some will not be comfortable with 

the concept, but if you could put the 

clinical mastitis data you have in your 

diary into MINDA or Insight we can at 

least have the conversation.

For more information visit dairynz.co.nz

Regulations require any shortening of damaged tails to be carried out by a vet. 

Draft the cow out
Call your vet

Discuss aftercare and additional 

pain relief with your vet 

Record  

the injury 

Review the cause to prevent 

damage to other tails 

         Keep tail hair trimmed to prevent 

tails getting caught in equipment and 

prevent the build up of muck which 

can lead to tail injuries

Tail injuries 

are painful and 

sometimes require 

vet treatment

 
CARING FOR 

DAMAGED TAILS

312  OK

284 OK

251  Damaged

394 OK

412 OK

213 OK

425 Shorted by  

vet 1/11

Anti-  
inflammatory

Anti-  
inflammatory

VET

If you see a 
newly damaged 
tail that needs 
shortening

Name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Phone. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Many farmers now 

get their vet to do 

a tail audit every 

season to identify 

issues with handling 

or facilities 
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Planned start of Mating: 25/10/2018

Season: 2018

Tahora Report Date: 27/03/2019

Pregnancy Rate

For those groups that are "at PSM" the report includes all animals present at PSM, even if they have since left the group,
died, or been sold or culled.
Excluded are animals that had already died, or been sold or culled before PSM.

Graph shows pregnant cows with a conception date prior to 12 weeks after PSM.
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Setting Up the Next Season
With many farmer’s disappointed with 
this season’s reproductive performance, 
(which will see drawn out calving patterns 
on many farms), there is an even greater 
impetus to start planning now to remedy 
next seasons mating.
Cow condition leading into mating has a 
strong bearing on both submission and 
conception rates.The graph below shows 
the relationship between BCS during 
mating and reproductive performance 
. The cows analysed were from a North 
Otago farm. As you can see there is a 
very tight relationship between BCS and 
pregnancy rate. Cow condition at mating 
is heavily infl uenced by cow condition at 

calving, so planning needs to start 
now to ensure most of your MA cows 
will be at BCS 5.0 by next calving.
Consider enlisting you vet to 
individually BCS all cows in the herd 
in the last 1-2 months before dry off. 
This will identify those cows that;

  should be dried off immediately 
(3.5 @ 1st April, 4.0 @1st May).

  cows can also be grouped based 
on a combination of predicted 
calving date and BCS to produce 
wintering mobs for effi cient and 
strategic dry period feeding.

WHOLE HERD 
PREGNANCY 

RETEST 
$1.62 plus GST

Heifer 
Teatsealing
We are starting to get plenty 

of bookings for our Teatsealing 

service. Teatsealing your heifers 

will reliably result in half of the 

heifer mastitis you get in the spring 

compared to what you would get 

otherwise. If your records show 

that you had a heifer mastitis issue 

last spring then Teatsealing the 

heifers is the easiest thing you can 

do reduce the size of the problem. 

Please book in for this service 

early to enable us to be effi cient as 

possible.

Screening for 
Staph aureus
If you are in a position to cull cows 

based on “udder health” then consider 

the new Staph aureus PCR test using 

herd test samples. You can select 

individual cows, or select cows using 

a number of criteria, for example, age, 

ISCC, or number times treated and 

whether pregnant or pregnant early. 

This test is likely, over period of years, 

to reduce Staph aureus to a negligible 

level in your herd. If purchasing mixed 

age cows you may want to talk to the 

vendor about getting this test done 

on the sale cows to protect your herd 

from a Staph mastitis problem being 

purchased. Even if you are not in 

position to cull a Staph positive cow 

now, this test will allow you to know 

when a cow calves whether to milk her 

separately or in the last herd, at least 

until you retest her at the fi rst herd to 

see if she did cure over the dry period. 

If she hasn’t cured you can then decide 

how to manage her and still have the 

calf.

  Setting Up the Next Season

  Young Stock Animal Health 
Planning

  BVD Bulletin

  Grass Staggers 

  Nitrate Toxicity Alert

  OAD Milking and 16 Hour 
Milking in Late Lactation

  Timing of Drenching

  Reproductive Performance 
Reviews

  Selective Dry Cow Therapy

  Heifer Teatsealing

  Screening for Staph aureus

  Caring for Damaged Tails.



$1799.00

CYDECTIN*
Pour-On

17 Litre

$1.89  +GST per 500kg dose
Just

IMPORTANT! 
An oil based abamectin 
pour-on providing 14 day 
persistent activity

10 Litre PLUS 2.5 Litre  BONUS PACK 10L + 2.5L Pack

$1089.00

AC
VM

 N
o 

A
73

53

35 days persistent activity against Ostertagia

Nil Meat/Milk 

Withhold +Ask about our large farm deals

OUR 
PRICE

Nil Milk/

35 Days Meat

Withhold

NO FREEBIES!  BEST PRICE DEALS

BVD Bulletin
The bulk milk BVD results are just about complete for the 

season. 179 farms have been tested out of the 226 farms 

in the practice, so the vast majority of farms are testing. 

The following graph shows the percentage of farms that 

are infected with BVD in the practice. An infected herd is 

one where the bulk milk sample came back positive for 

virus. We can see there continues to be a downwards trend 

in the number of positive farms from over 27% of herds 

being infected 5 seasons ago to just under 10% (9.9%) this 

season. Of the 17 herds that were positive this season most 

have gone through the process of eliminating the virus 

from their milking herd.

The steady decline in the number of positive herds is a 

great result for our area. The decline shows that people 

are taking biosecurity and disease control in their herds 

seriously. It could be tempting to let our guard down as 

levels get lower however this will allow BVD to re-infect 

dairy herds. We surveyed 65 of the beef herds in the wider 

Central, North Otago and South Canterbury areas in 2018 

 

 

While much of the focus with trace 

elements is on cows in the herd, heifers 

and calves are often forgotten about 

Young Stock Animal Health Planning
despite regularly being the group most 

defi cient. 

Humeral fractures continue to be a 

practice wide issue in 

fi rst calver’s and can 

often be linked back 

to inadequate copper 

supplementation as young growing 

stock.

April is a great time to proactively 

address trace element issues in calves 

and heifers before you get busy with 

drying your cows off and separating 

them into wintering mobs. 

Trace elements will reach their lowest 

point in late spring and can seriously 

impact on yearling’s spring live 

weight gains and future reproductive 

performance. Ensuring that they take 

plenty into the winter is essential in 

preventing defi ciencies.

Calves.

  Administer a 10 gram copper bullet 

and Selovin LA injection (1ml:50kg 

bodyweight) to calves now. This 

will reliably sustain Copper and 

Selenium levels for up to 12 months 

and won’t cause issues with toxicity.

In calf heifers.

  18 month in calf heifers should 

receive both a Coppermax injection 

and Selovin LA injection now. This 

will ensure heifers have optimal 

Copper and Selenium levels when 

entering the herd. 

Talk to one of our vets if you wish 

to develop a planned animal health 

programme.

Cows drenched 3-6 weeks before drying off, can gain additional body 
condition and will have better milk production.  Use quality, nil milk withhold 
pour-ons such as Genesis and Cydectin, that can also achieve effective lice 
control going into winter

Timing of Drenching

OAD Milking and 16 Hour 
Milking in Late Lactation
This late lactation strategy is commonly adopted to increase cows condition 
before dry off. Cows which are producing less than:

  1.2kg MS/day will have minimal reduction in milk yield (<10%) when placed on 
OAD. 

  1.6kg MS/day will have little reduction in yield on a 16 hour milking routine.
Because milk production at this stage of lactation is not necessarily 
compromised, condition gain will only occur if cows continue to be fed like 
a twice a day milker. At most a cow on OAD will require about 1.5kg DM/day 
less than a TAD cow to remain in the same energy state.

Possibly the biggest advantage from extending milking periods is lameness 
reduction. Cows are very prone to going lame in late lactation due to 
extended periods of walking on wet tracks. Cows which are lame, spend 
more time sitting and therefore do not eat as much……… so they lose weight.

Expect a spike in BMSCC for the fi rst 48 hours after going on OAD, but be 
cautious about using this strategy if your BMSCC is already over 200,000.

After the fi nal pregnancy test has 

been performed for the season it is 

an ideal time to review your herd’s 

reproductive performance and 

start planning for improvements in 

the next season.

Your Prime Vet will contact you in the 
near future to plan a suitable time 
to work through your reproductive 
performance this season. 

Reproductive 
Performance 
Reviews

Brassicas (Kale, Chou, Rape, 

Turnips and Swedes), fodderbeet, 

Italian ryegrass and oats can all 

produce nitrate toxicity. Of this 

group, rape is the most notorious 

– winter rape crops continue to 

gain popularity in this area for 

heifer grazing. 

Before introducing animals to 

crop this season, we urge that it 

be tested fi rst. Nitrate test kits 

can be purchased from any of 

our clinics, representing a cheap 

investment. Alternatively bring in 

samples to be tested by our staff.

Nitrate 
Toxicity 
Alert

Grass Staggers 
With the change of season, we are seeing an increased incidence of ryegrass 

staggers throughout the district. Ryegrass staggers is a commonly occurring 

nervous disease affecting all classes of cattle following grazing of endophyte 

contaminated pasture. The endophytic fungus is found in the stem, leaf and 

seed head of perineal ryegrass. Optimal conditions for fungal growth and 

toxin production occur when there are large amounts of dead matter in the 

base of the sward combined with favourable environmental conditions of 

increased humidity and moisture. The fungus produces a number of toxins 

with Lolitrem B causing the most signifi cant problems for farmers. The 

clinical signs of ryegrass staggers are uncoordinated movements, muscle 

tremors and a loss of appetite. The most signifi cant implications of ryegrass 

staggers is the disruption to management, diffi cult stock movements and 

reduced growth rates. Unfortunately there are no specifi c treatments for 

ryegrass staggers apart from removing animals from endophyte affected 

pasture. Should endophyte affected pasture need to be grazed, maintain 

high post grazing residuals. Supplementary feed such as hay or silage can 

be used to top up the diet.  Clinical signs will disappear approximately one 

week after access to the toxin has ceased. There are no long lasting clinical 

effects on animals. It is recommended animals be left quietly in fl at paddocks 

to prevent death due to misadventure. 

and found that 59% of them had evidence of BVD infection. 

There are reservoirs of infection out there which could 

infect dairy herds very easily. It also shows the importance 

of making sure that young stock that are going off farm and 

potentially coming into contact with these beef animals are 

protected and don’t bring BVD back into the dairy herd.
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