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On the back of Sue Macky’s seminar we 

have had many enquiries about options 

and costs for calcium pre-calving and 

immediately post-calving.

Springer cows

Transition cow anionic salts – these 

contain CaCl, CaS, MgC, MgS plus 

rumensin. The total dose is high (~ 

270g/cow/day). Feed ideally for 10-

15 days pre-calving. Best mixed with 

silage. Cannot be used through a dos-

Calcium Supplementation Options for 
Springers and Freshly Calved Cows

Form Trade name Cost Pros/Cons

Injectable CBG Calpro375 ~$13/bag Easy to give/but 

expensive

Calcium Bolus Transition 

Calcium Bolus

$10.80 plus GST Requires oral 

administration

Protected CaCl 

oral solutions

Calol/ Calform ~$12/bottle Requires oral 

administration

Starter Drench Calstart From $6.80/1 L 

dose

Requires oral 

administration

Lime Flour + 

Gypsum

Calcimate 100g

+Gypsum 100g

10c/cow Cheap/Oral 

drench - messy

Calcium Enriched 

Molasses

Calcimol – 50g 

Ca/L

30c/L plus GST Self-help/need to 

ingest 1L 

a-tron. Cost is approx 43c/cow day.  

Custom blends can have additional 

mixes of trace minerals and/or DDG 

added to enhance palatability. Contact 

your territory manager for pricing and/

or customisation.

Freshly Calved Cows

The aim is to get about 40g of elemental 

calcium into the cow immediately post-

calving. This is often at a time when 

appetites are not high so voluntary 

calcium supplement intake is low. 

Successful administration in most cases 

requires handling of the cow.

  Our own trial work has 
shown infective larvae 
at signifi cant levels on dairy 
farms in our district in spring.

  The most effi cient use of 
Eprinex is around peak 
lactation – peak pressure on 
cow, peak hatch of larvae on 
pasture, and peak time to 
contribute to KPI’s.

  Eprinex is the only product 
with persistent activity, with 
trial data to show improved 
reproduction rates in New 
Zealand.

EprinexGood husbandry of the down cows 

should involve, regular lifting, 

regular rolling (to ensure weight is 

not continuously on one side), thick 

bedding (ideally with straw to support 

weight – about 30cm deep), restriction 

of movement (to limit crawling) and 

regular fl uids.

Down cows will require at least 

30L of fl uids on a daily basis. Using 

Selekt pumps is an effective and time 

effi cient way to achieve this.

The addition of electrolytes specifi cally 

to treat dehydration and/or metabolic 

disturbance and/or inappetence will 

signifi cantly enhance the outcomes 

of both down and sick cows.

We have introduced a range of 

Selekt powders for addition to fl uids 

this spring. Please ask our staff 

about which of the range is most 

appropriate for your needs.

Selekt Cattle Pump

was $899
incl GST

NOW $625
incl GST
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Inhibitory Substances Grades
The fi rst pick ups are the most risky for getting an inhibitory substances (IS) 

grade.

With the increasing numbers of farmers electing to milk the colostrum cows 

once a day it must be remembered that the withhold period for antibiotic 

DCT treated cows, before the milk can be sold is eight milkings; not four days 

if you are milking the colostrum cows once day.

BMSCC
Make sure all of your milkers are 

actively looking for mastitis in the 

colostrum herd by stripping before the 

cups go on. We also recommend that no 

cow leaves the colostrum herd unless 

she is clear on the RMT (paddle test). 

While there are not many cows in the 

vat it takes very few infected quarters 

to cause a BMSCC grade, and of course 

spread infection.

Take the time to check that everyone 

knows how the teatspray is made and 

check that is actually getting onto 

all of the teats every time. It is often 

worthwhile manually teatspraying early 

in the season if you have an automatic 

teatsprayer and especially so for the 

colostrums. No automatic teatsprayer 

is as good as a person.

Milk Samples
Get into the habit of taking a sample of milk before you treat a mastitis 

case. Label the sample with the date and the cow’s number and put it in 

the freezer. Most of the these samples will get thrown out at Christmas 

time but are extremely useful if you end up with a mastitis problem as we 

can quickly go into the freezer and get samples from your problem cows to 

better understand what bugs are causing the problem and fi nd a solution.

Just a reminder of our free 
delivery service. Orders 
made before 10am  - delivery 
that day. Orders phoned 
in after 10am – 
delivery the 
following day.
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Caring for 
Bobby Calves
Just a reminder of two new 

regulations that took place on 1st 

August 2017.

SHELTER REQUIREMENTS 

BEFORE AND DURING 

TRANSPORTATION – require that 

suitable shelter be provided for 

young calves before and during 

transportation, and at points of 

sale or slaughter. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR LOADING 

AND UNLOADING – loading 

and unloading facilities must be 

provided when young calves are 

transported for sale or slaughter. 

This means that calves can walk 

onto and off vehicles by their own 

action. Transporters must also 

take all reasonable steps to use 

these facilities.  

For more information check out the 

Dairy NZ website or MPI website.

Getting it right in the transition period 
(2-3 weeks pre and post calving), is 
critical for the reduction of metabolic 
disease, improved early lactation 
appetite, the control of condition loss, 
increased production and subsequent 
reproductive performance.

1) OAD milking in the Colostrum 

period (and beyond)
OAD milking will positively alter the 
energy balance of the cow. Cows milked 
OAD are less likely to mobilise excessive 
condition. Cows will be in better immune 
status and recover from metritis and 
mastitis faster. The egg development in 
the ovaries are of higher quality leading 
to better fertility. Ensure milk withholds 
are complied with as instructed.

Sue’s tip – collect freshly calved cows 
from springers TAD and milk within 
12 hrs of birth. The second milking 
should occur 24-36hrs later – i.e. in 
the mornings. Cows should stay on 
OAD until “the belly is wider than the 
udder”, indicating they are eating well. 

2) Improve Calcium Status and 

Supplementation
Providing cows with magnesium and 

Transition Cows Management 
calcium anionic salts as springers will 
reduce much of the milk-fever risk, but 
also take away a lot of the subclinical 
issues that most cows experience on 
the 1st day of calving. Getting it right 
will reduce mastitis and increase DM 
intakes.

Sue’s tip – use transition mixes that 
contain CaS, MagS, MagCl and CaCl, for 
approx. 10-15 days pre-calving. Ready-
made pre-mixes are available at ~43c/
cow/day. These can be ordered through 
the Vet Centre.
Providing additional Ca on the day 
of calving may further improve 
the results. This is best given to 
the cow by either a drench with 
200g lime fl our, Ca bolus, starter 
drench, Calol or bag under the skin.                                                                                                                                            

Sues tip – give this at the fi rst milking 
within 12 hrs of calving
3) Fibre to keep the rumen in top 

condition
Diets which are low in volume or fi bre 
e.g. Fodderbeet (FB) may result in the 
rumen muscles getting out of condition. 

Sue’s tip - Feed straw or hay to 
springers to maintain rumen muscle 
fi tness.

4) Rumen microbial adaption
It takes 7-10 days for rumen microbes 
to change from one diet to the next. 
Rumen fermentation needs to be at 
its peak effi ciency at the time the cow 
calves

Sue’s tip – Make sure that springer 
cows are exposed to the feed that will 
be offered as colostrums and milkers. 
This may mean that they are back on 
grass and also get some grain in the 
shed, silage or PKE starting 7-10 days 
before calving. They do not necessarily 
need to be taken completely off crop. 
Feeding Rumensin will increase feed 
conversion effi ciency by more rapidly 
selecting benefi cial bacteria.

5) Protein
In late gestation the foetus is rapidly 

growing, the mammary gland is 
regenerating and large volumes of 
colostral antibodies must be produced. 
Springer cows (from 3-4 weeks pre-calve 
have an increased protein requirement. 
Defi cient cows have compromised 
immune function and production.

Sue’s tip – cows need 2.2-2.4 kg of 
Crude Protein per day. For a springer 
eating 14kgDM, this would be a total 
dietary crude protein of 17%. Soya, 
canola, peas, DDG and Italian ryegrass 
are a good source of additional protein. 
FB, straw and cereal baleages are very 
poor.

6) Springer Energy Intakes
For the last fi ve years the industry 
recommendation has been to slightly 
restrict intakes of springer cows. The 
benefi t of doing this was to prepare the 
liver for post-calving fat metabolism 
and reduce milk fever. Sue’s assertion is 
that if you can prevent milk fever (see 
above), cows will do better at higher 
intakes

Sue’s tip – springer cows should ideally 
be fed 3% of their body weight daily 
(min 2.5% - max 3.5%).

7) Early Calf Removal
Removing the calf within 12 hours 
ensures that cow bonding is reduced, 
and cows are less likely to ‘pine’ at the 
gate. The risk of mastitis is signifi cantly 
reduced by shortening the suckling 
period and the colostrum when 
harvested within 12 hours will be far 
superior to a cow that has been calved 
24hrs.

Sue’s tip – use the fact that you are 
milking the main colostrum mob just 
OAD to free up time for TAD calf and 
cow pick up.

Key Take Home Points from 
Sue Macky Seminar

Mycoplasma bovis -  timely reminders

  Request that stock trucks be washed before cow pick up from run-offs 
and disinfect crates before the fi rst load.

  Co-ordinate with other graziers using the same yards so they are not 
being used on the same day.

  If walking animals home, ensure all parties on the intended route have 
been notifi ed.

  Be vigilant for cases of multi-quarter mastitis as cows start to spring up. 
Contact your vet if concerned.

  Make sure all calves sold have a NAIT tag before leaving the property
  If selling waste or surplus red milk, please attach the sale with several 
calves. Milk is an important means of M bovis spread. Its movement cannot 
be traced unless calves from that same herd are sold with it.

  Start sourcing low risk bulls (reared from one line, virgin etc) now as this 

supply may dry up quickly

OAD Milking and the 
Colostrum Period
A key principal to get the benefi ts from OAD milking in the colostrum period 
(and potentially beyond), is to have the fi rst milking take place within 12 hours 
of calving. The next milking should not occur until 24-36hrs later and then every 
24hrs thereafter. Achieving this will reduce the risk of cows sliding into a ketotic 
state. Contact your prime vet about the practicalities of setting this up.

There has been a lot of discussion 
in the farming community in the last 
month about the use of pasteurisation 
and acidifi cation of milk to reduce the 
risk of Mycoplasma bovis (M. bovis) in 
your herd. Please be aware that these 
techniques will not stop M. bovis getting 
into your calves if it already exists in 
your herd (i.e. - if they have already 
drunk from their dam). Pasteurisation 
or acidifi cation may slow the spread 
within a group of calves that are fed 
pooled colostrum, but the status of the 
group would largely remain unchanged 
– i.e. positive.
Pasteurisation of milk does kill M. bovis, 
but a big benefi t is a reduction in the 
load of any Johnes bacteria it may 
contain. Pasteurisation is a very good 
practice for Johnes prevention/control 
in a problematic herd.
Acidifi cation of calf milk will provide 
some other health benefi ts to calves. 
Dropping the pH of milk to between 
4 and 5, will prevent the overgrowth 

Feeding Acidi� ed Milk to Calves
of E.coli in stored colostrum thus 
reducing scour risk and increasing the 
feed conversion ratio (M. bovis will not 
survive a pH environment of 4 for more 
than an hour and pH5 for more than 8 
hours).
There are two recommended methods 
for acidifi cation of milk. The most tried 
and tested by using yogurt cultures. 
If you use a live Lactobacillus yogurt 
culture this will bring down the pH down 
to 4.5. Start with 2-3L of fresh clean milk 
and add a live Acidophilus culture and 
allow to ferment overnight. The next 
day mix then into 2x 20L containers of 
fresh warm milk and allow to ferment 
again in a warm environment. This then 
acts as a base culture for milk added 
daily.
The other option is the addition of 
citric acid – refer to DairyNZ website 
for instruction on doing this. The aim is 
to achieve a milk pH of 4.5. Calculation 
and mixing has to be quite precise to 
avoid milk from clotting or causing calf 

refusal.
Potassium sorbate as a preservative, 
remains as excellent short-term 
preservative for colostrum.

Tracecheck 
– Colostrum 
Cows
Our winter seminar with Sue 

Macky highlighted the importance 

of good springer and colostrum 

management on setting up the cows 

for production and reproduction. 

Blood testing cows at Day 3 post-

calving will identify if you are on 

track.

Compass Reports
Most farms will have now been exposed to our new Compass Reports, which 

provided a high-level breakdown of animal health on your farm, comparing 

to industry KPI’s and against other farms in our practice. A key to getting a 

good quality report is entering high quality and complete data into MINDA. 

Ask your prime vet for a copy of our recommended Event codes to use (we 

will also post these on our web site). These can placed handily by the offi ce 

computer for ready reference.

Springer 
Transition Mix
Is milk fever a problem (more than 

3%), are freshly calved cows listless 

and not eating? A good anionic salt 

mineral program in springers may 

reduce your risk. Our ‘Springer 

Transition mix’ is a combination of 

CaS, CaCl, MgS, MgCl, MgP, rumensin 

and fl avouring. The cost per cow is 

43c/cow/day. Ideally they should get 

this for 10 days in the springer mob.
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OAD are less likely to mobilise excessive 
condition. Cows will be in better immune 
status and recover from metritis and 
mastitis faster. The egg development in 
the ovaries are of higher quality leading 
to better fertility. Ensure milk withholds 
are complied with as instructed.
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udder”, indicating they are eating well. 
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reduce much of the milk-fever risk, but 
also take away a lot of the subclinical 
issues that most cows experience on 
the 1st day of calving. Getting it right 
will reduce mastitis and increase DM 
intakes.

Sue’s tip – use transition mixes that 
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approx. 10-15 days pre-calving. Ready-
made pre-mixes are available at ~43c/
cow/day. These can be ordered through 
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of calving may further improve 
the results. This is best given to 
the cow by either a drench with 
200g lime fl our, Ca bolus, starter 
drench, Calol or bag under the skin.                                                                                                                                            

Sues tip – give this at the fi rst milking 
within 12 hrs of calving
3) Fibre to keep the rumen in top 

condition
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rumen muscles getting out of condition. 
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springers to maintain rumen muscle 
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It takes 7-10 days for rumen microbes 
to change from one diet to the next. 
Rumen fermentation needs to be at 
its peak effi ciency at the time the cow 
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Sue’s tip – Make sure that springer 
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grass and also get some grain in the 
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before calving. They do not necessarily 
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There has been a lot of discussion 
in the farming community in the last 
month about the use of pasteurisation 
and acidifi cation of milk to reduce the 
risk of Mycoplasma bovis (M. bovis) in 
your herd. Please be aware that these 
techniques will not stop M. bovis getting 
into your calves if it already exists in 
your herd (i.e. - if they have already 
drunk from their dam). Pasteurisation 
or acidifi cation may slow the spread 
within a group of calves that are fed 
pooled colostrum, but the status of the 
group would largely remain unchanged 
– i.e. positive.
Pasteurisation of milk does kill M. bovis, 
but a big benefi t is a reduction in the 
load of any Johnes bacteria it may 
contain. Pasteurisation is a very good 
practice for Johnes prevention/control 
in a problematic herd.
Acidifi cation of calf milk will provide 
some other health benefi ts to calves. 
Dropping the pH of milk to between 
4 and 5, will prevent the overgrowth 
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of E.coli in stored colostrum thus 
reducing scour risk and increasing the 
feed conversion ratio (M. bovis will not 
survive a pH environment of 4 for more 
than an hour and pH5 for more than 8 
hours).
There are two recommended methods 
for acidifi cation of milk. The most tried 
and tested by using yogurt cultures. 
If you use a live Lactobacillus yogurt 
culture this will bring down the pH down 
to 4.5. Start with 2-3L of fresh clean milk 
and add a live Acidophilus culture and 
allow to ferment overnight. The next 
day mix then into 2x 20L containers of 
fresh warm milk and allow to ferment 
again in a warm environment. This then 
acts as a base culture for milk added 
daily.
The other option is the addition of 
citric acid – refer to DairyNZ website 
for instruction on doing this. The aim is 
to achieve a milk pH of 4.5. Calculation 
and mixing has to be quite precise to 
avoid milk from clotting or causing calf 

refusal.
Potassium sorbate as a preservative, 
remains as excellent short-term 
preservative for colostrum.
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management on setting up the cows 

for production and reproduction. 

Blood testing cows at Day 3 post-

calving will identify if you are on 

track.

Compass Reports
Most farms will have now been exposed to our new Compass Reports, which 

provided a high-level breakdown of animal health on your farm, comparing 

to industry KPI’s and against other farms in our practice. A key to getting a 

good quality report is entering high quality and complete data into MINDA. 

Ask your prime vet for a copy of our recommended Event codes to use (we 

will also post these on our web site). These can placed handily by the offi ce 

computer for ready reference.

Springer 
Transition Mix
Is milk fever a problem (more than 

3%), are freshly calved cows listless 

and not eating? A good anionic salt 

mineral program in springers may 

reduce your risk. Our ‘Springer 

Transition mix’ is a combination of 

CaS, CaCl, MgS, MgCl, MgP, rumensin 

and fl avouring. The cost per cow is 

43c/cow/day. Ideally they should get 

this for 10 days in the springer mob.
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Form Trade name Cost Pros/Cons

Injectable CBG Calpro375 ~$13/bag Easy to give/but 

expensive

Calcium Bolus Transition 
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oral solutions
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a-tron. Cost is approx 43c/cow day.  
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The aim is to get about 40g of elemental 

calcium into the cow immediately post-

calving. This is often at a time when 

appetites are not high so voluntary 

calcium supplement intake is low. 

Successful administration in most cases 

requires handling of the cow.

  Our own trial work has 
shown infective larvae 
at signifi cant levels on dairy 
farms in our district in spring.

  The most effi cient use of 
Eprinex is around peak 
lactation – peak pressure on 
cow, peak hatch of larvae on 
pasture, and peak time to 
contribute to KPI’s.

  Eprinex is the only product 
with persistent activity, with 
trial data to show improved 
reproduction rates in New 
Zealand.

EprinexGood husbandry of the down cows 
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regular rolling (to ensure weight is 

not continuously on one side), thick 

bedding (ideally with straw to support 

weight – about 30cm deep), restriction 
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Down cows will require at least 

30L of fl uids on a daily basis. Using 

Selekt pumps is an effective and time 

effi cient way to achieve this.
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to treat dehydration and/or metabolic 

disturbance and/or inappetence will 

signifi cantly enhance the outcomes 

of both down and sick cows.
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Inhibitory Substances Grades
The fi rst pick ups are the most risky for getting an inhibitory substances (IS) 

grade.

With the increasing numbers of farmers electing to milk the colostrum cows 

once a day it must be remembered that the withhold period for antibiotic 

DCT treated cows, before the milk can be sold is eight milkings; not four days 

if you are milking the colostrum cows once day.

BMSCC
Make sure all of your milkers are 

actively looking for mastitis in the 

colostrum herd by stripping before the 

cups go on. We also recommend that no 

cow leaves the colostrum herd unless 

she is clear on the RMT (paddle test). 

While there are not many cows in the 

vat it takes very few infected quarters 

to cause a BMSCC grade, and of course 

spread infection.

Take the time to check that everyone 

knows how the teatspray is made and 

check that is actually getting onto 

all of the teats every time. It is often 

worthwhile manually teatspraying early 

in the season if you have an automatic 

teatsprayer and especially so for the 

colostrums. No automatic teatsprayer 

is as good as a person.

Milk Samples
Get into the habit of taking a sample of milk before you treat a mastitis 

case. Label the sample with the date and the cow’s number and put it in 

the freezer. Most of the these samples will get thrown out at Christmas 

time but are extremely useful if you end up with a mastitis problem as we 

can quickly go into the freezer and get samples from your problem cows to 

better understand what bugs are causing the problem and fi nd a solution.

Just a reminder of our free 
delivery service. Orders 
made before 10am  - delivery 
that day. Orders phoned 
in after 10am – 
delivery the 
following day.


