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What are the Tests?
There are two types of tests being 
used in the Mycoplasma bovis 
response.
ELISA. This test is run on bloods 
and measures whether a cow has 
mounted an immune response to 
the bacteria. The bacteria does 
not need to be present but the 
cows immune system needs to 
have “seen” the bacteria. This test 
measures antibody.
PCR. This test detects if the bacteria 
is in the sample (Milk, Nasal swabs, 
Joint fl uid, Vaginal swabs etc.). 
Although a very sensitive test, it, can 
only go positive if the bacteria is in 
any of the fl uids sampled. We know 
that the bacteria is not consistently 
shed into fl uids by an infected cow 
so repeated testing is needed to 
be have confi dence in a “negative” 
result. This test measures antigen.

During the month of October given that 
there had been no new farms diagnosed 
with M bovis, there was a quiet sense of 
hope that Mycoplasma may have been 
contained within the VLG enterprise. 
However, in mid-November we were 
all informed that another milking herd 
(Herd A) that had shared a contiguous 
border with VLG cows over the winter 
had tested positive in the Morven area.  
This farm has been classifi ed as an 
‘Infected Property’ and along with the 
other infected VLG cows will undergo 
slaughter. At the public meeting last 
week MPI informed the attendees that 
most of this slaughter will be complete 
by Christmas.  
Another farm (Herd B), which is the 
immediate neighbour of Herd A, 
underwent surveillance testing due to 
it’s proximity. Blood testing for antibody 
revealed a signifi cant percentage of the 
herd had been exposed to M bovis. This 
herd has not had a positive result on 
PCR test (looks for bacterial DNA) so 
currently has been given a Restricted 
Place Notice (not an Infected Place 
notice), but testing will continue.
Unlike the VGL ‘Tainui’ herd which 
has had multiple cases of Mycoplasma 
related disease (mastitis and lameness), 
these two new herds have seen very 
little clinical disease. Herd B currently 
has a 5 day average BMSCC of <50,000 
and has treated less than 5% of the 
herd for the season for clinical mastitis!
Both of these two new herds have a 
potential explainable mode of transfer, 
but neither have yet to return a positive 
BMT (Bulk Milk Tank) PCR result. Given 

the lack of clinical disease it acts as a 
good reminder for everyone to adhere 
to good principles of biosecurity as it is 
possible there could be further infected 
farms out there.
The highest risk for a new herd to 
become infected is still the introduction 
of infected cows into the herd or casual 
over the fence contact. None the less, 
continue to also keep your farm and 
herd safe, by supplying a cleaning 
and disinfection area for contractors 
coming on and going off your farm and 
keep tanker tracks free of animals and 
faeces.

On the mastitis front things seem to be 
going well for the majority of you. The 
average BMSCC for the season to date is 
about 150,000 cells per ml. The 200 odd 
farms we can monitor are shown below. 

They are ordered from lowest to highest.
We are just starting to get the test results 
back from the “antibiogram” tests that 
many of you signed up for to see what 
antibiotics are effective against the two  
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common mastitis bugs (Strep. uberis and 
Staph. aureus) on your farm. These are 
quite complicated to interpret and we 
will need to discuss them with you and 
interpret them after discussion about what 
patterns of mastitis you are seeing. The 
laboratory expects by Christmas they will 
have results from 10% of New Zealand’s 
herds. Your results remain anonymous but 
will add to a large nationwide data base 
that should be useful to detect in trends 
in antibiotic resistance and could be used 
to demonstrate that as an industry we 
are using antibiotics appropriately. If you 
have not signed up for one of these tests I 
urge you to consider it. As an industry we 
will come under increased to reduce the 
amount of antibiotics we use and this test 
is a tangible way to demonstrate we are 
using appropriate drugs.

THE STAFF AT OAMARU 
AND WAIMATE 

VETERINARY CENTRES 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

SUPPORT DURING 2015 AND 
WISH YOU A HAPPY AND 
SAFE CHRISTMAS AND A 
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

With the continued uptake in early strategic 
pregnancy testing in herds using Infovet 
many clients are now starting to ask if R2 
heifers can be age pregnancy tested to their 
A.I dates using Infovet.

The answer to this question is yes, provided 
we scan your heifers at the right time. 

Traditionally most heifers have been 
pregnancy tested in mid-late Feb for a 
pregnant or empty test. By this stage of 
pregnancy the foetus is no longer able to be 
accurately dated to A.I conceptions in mid-
late October.

If you wish to age pregnancy test your heifers 

to A.I dates we need to do both an early and 
late scan like we would in your cows. The 
ideal time to scan and identify heifer A.I 

The bulk milk BVD results have been pouring in over the last 6 weeks with 

some fascinating information coming through. This year there have been 23 

sheds identifi ed with persistently infected (PI) cows in them. 179 sheds have 

tested this season which gives a prevalence of BVD infected herds of 12.9%. 

When we look back at the data from 3 seasons ago ( 2014-15) the prevalence 

of BVD infected herds was 27.1% (39 herds out of 144 tested). This decrease 

has happened while there has been a 24% increase in the number of herds 

tested over the same time period. Currently 85% of our clients sheds are 

tested. Virtually all of these farms have now eliminated their PI cows or 

are in the process of doing. This is a great result for our district as the less 

BVD there is about the less effect it has on reproductive, calf health and 

production performance.

conceptions is early-mid December 2017.

Contact one of our Blue Cross Veterinarians 
if you are interested in this opportunity.

Season Number of 
PI herds

Number of 
sheds tested

Prevalence of 
PI herds

2017-18 23 179 12.9%

2014-15 39 144 27.1%

Aged Heifer Pregnancy Testing

For more information and resources visit the MPI website -  http://mpi.govt.
nz/protection-and-response/responding/alerts/mycoplasma-bovis/ or email 
MBovis2017_Liaison@mpi.govt.nz to receive regular updates.
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Zoetis Teatseal
Milk Quality 
Awards
This season we will be seeking the 
lowest average Bulk Milk Somatic 
Cell Count, up to Wednesday 6th 
December 2017. (For farmers 
signed onto Infovet, and supplying 
Fonterra and Oceania, there 
is automatic access to this 
information.)   Winners of these 
awards for the lowest average 
BMSCC will be announced in the 
January Mooznews

Telephone 0800 VET 111  (0800 838 111)



With qualifying purchases of
  Arrest C 20L

  Matrix C 5L,10L,20L

  Eclipse pour-on 2.5L, 5L
(excludes Eclipse pour on bonus 10% 5.5L)

  Eprinex 5L, 20L, 25L

  Genesis pour on 5L, 10L

  Cydectin pour on 5L, 15 L

  Exodus 20L 
you receive a tasty Ham on the 
bone or Crozier Turkey. (While 
stocks last).

OR FORGET THE HAM OR 
TURKEY AND DEDUCT $30 OFF 

THE PURCHASE PRICE

Christmas Promotion

Grow   Right
It is the time of year when many 
recently weaned calves are about to be 
relocated to grazing blocks.  Relocation 
can result in growth checks or be a 
trigger for other animal health issues 
including pneumonia, scouring and 
parasites.  Recently weaned calves 
are at particular risk as they are also 
undergoing changes in diet, rumen 
development and are usually younger 
in age. 
A few criteria to consider for relocating 
recently weaned calves include:

  Fully weaned and off milk for at least 
two weeks.

  Meet their minimum weight target 
for their age.

  Transitioned onto a full pasture 
diet or supplement provided for 
transition.

  Competing and coping well within the 
group.

  Drenched and vaccinated.
  In good health.

With the recent Mycoplasma bovis 
situation foremost in our minds it is also 
worth a reminder to ensure that your 
NAIT records are up to date and Animal 
Status Declarations are fully completed 
and retained for all animal movements.  
Signs of Mycoplasma bovis in calves 

include:
  Pneumonia (often starting as a 
hacking cough)

  Lameness (swollen legs/joints)
  Ear infections (droopy ear/ear 
discharge/head tilt)

  Conjunctivitis (sticky eyes/white 
eyes)

If you have any questions or concerns 
about the health status of your young 
stock, or need advice on anything 
mentioned above please feel free and 
don’t hesitate to contact your local 
Veterinary Centre vet.

Everyone is now fully aware of the 
tremendous benefi ts of doing an early 
aged pregnancy testing - these include;

  Providing information for strategic 
dry off dates

  Aiding in early culling decisions for 
destocking in the Autumn

  Formation of wintering groups for 
tailored feeding

  Feed budgeting for the winter period 
and early lactation

  Effi ciency in time and transport 
logistics of cows from run-off back 
to milking platform

  Detailed reproductive analysis to 
help guide where continued future 
improvements may be made 

  Bench marking against the rest of 
the district.

  Improving the saleability of a herd
  Identifi cation of cows which have 
received multiple inseminations but 
conceived to the fi rst mating.

  Ranking cows for culling
  Accurately identifying cows which 
conceived in the early bull mating 
period

  Provision of detailed supportive 
material for possible induction 
dispensation requests

To provide this information accurately 
cows should be pregnancy tested 12-

Booking In a Pregnancy Testing Date
15 weeks after the PSM date. For a 
herd which started mating on the 23rd 
of October this would be between 
the 15th of January and the 5th of 
February.  The accuracy when dating 
pregnancies beyond 15 weeks starts to 
diminish. Herds should have had bulls 
removed for at least 40 days before 
an empty diagnosis can be confi dently 
made.
For herds which are limiting their 
mating period to strictly 10 weeks it 
would be possible to do a singular test 
at 15-15.5 weeks after the PSM. The 
reality however is that it would not 
be possible to get all herds tested in 
the district within this very tight time 
frame. We ask therefore that farms 
stick with the existing program of 
testing between 12-15 weeks after the 
PSM. Cows identifi ed as rechecks can 
then be simply drafted out for retesting 
40 plus days after bull removal.

It’s that time of the year again 
when we need to start thinking 
about Leptospirosis control on 
your farm. Many of our clients are 
now part of The Veterinary Centre 
‘Leptocred’ programme.
It is vital for the dairy industry 
that we continue to have a robust 
programme that strengthens 
Leptospirosis protection and 
at the same time allows you 
fl exibility with vaccine use. The 
annual reaccreditation consult is 
an essential part of this process. 
It is also a pertinent time to take a 
step back and look at leptospirosis 
management on your farm and 
throughout the dairy industry.       
We require all existing Leptocred 
offi cers to make a time to sit down 
with one of our vets for their 2017 
audit, reaccreditation for 2018. 
We’d like to get these consults 
completed before Christmas 
as once we reach Jan/Feb our 
workload increases signifi cantly 
with early pregnancy testing. 

Lepto  cred
Veterinary Centre Lepto 
Assurance Programme

There is often a huge sigh of relief, 
when A.I. fi nishes and the bulls are 
put out. Successful bull mating is an 
integral part of the mating period on 
the dairy farm. 

  All bulls should be blood tested 
for B.V.D, before they come onto 
the farm. You cannot afford to 
introduce a B.V.D. carrier bull 
when your cows are in early 
pregnancy, from AB – especially 
if you have a naïve herd.

  For an average bull, after 4 
ejaculations in one day, sperm 
numbers decline. Subsequent 
ejaculations will have lower 
sperm numbers & any cow mated 
will be less likely to conceive.

  The number of bulls required for 
any given day is 3% of the cows to 
be mated plus one. For example, 
a 700 cow herd, with a 90% d21 
SR, that has A.I’ed for 4 weeks 
and an assumed conception rate 
of 50%, will need 12 working 
bulls in the herd at the start of 
bull mating, reducing to 8 bulls 
after six weeks.

  We estimate, in the Waitaki area, 
between 30-50% bulls go lame.

  Farmers who teach their bulls to 
stay in the paddock & not go to 
cowshed at each milking, appear 
to have fewer lame bulls. (Bulls 
are moved from paddock to 
paddock, rather than walking to 
the shed).

  REMEMBER, to check bulls at 
grazing i.e. heifers, carry over 
cows etc.

  While fertility testing of bulls to 
be used on dairy farms, is not 
commonly done;

i) Ensure you visualise each bull 
mate a cow i.e. extrusion of his penis 
& intromission. 
ii) Beware of dominant bulls. 
iii) Rotate working bulls regularly. 
iv)  Sperm output is correlated to 
size of testicles (in bulls) – ensure 
that scrotal size is ‘normal’.

  Potential disease status (M. 
bovis) of new stock is considered 
carefully before animals are 
brought onto your farm or moved 
from it.

Bull Mating

Ashleigh K, Ash T, Kirsty, Andrea H, Jayde

Merry Christmas from the 
Veterinary Centre administration staff . . .

Timely reminders 
  Regular drenching programme - 
including choice of combination drench 
and drenching interval.

  Vaccinations - Covexin 10 booster/
Muiltine 5 in 1.

  Use of selenium and copper 
supplementation.

  REGULAR WEIGHING!!!
  Pink eye – pink eye season is coming 
up. A single dose of Piliguard 3-6 weeks 
before the risk period will reduce the 
risk of an outbreak

  Polioencephalomalacia (PEM, B1 
defi ciency) – also commonly seen over 
the summer months. Calves may appear 
blind and staggery before becoming 
recumbent.  Rapid and early treatment 
with Vitamin B1 can see calves respond 
well and make a full recovery.

Standing from left – Katie, Nick, Myles

Front kneeling – Milly, Megan, Chloe, Phoebe

Front sitting – Samantha.

The East Otago/Maniototo team

The Waitaki Valley team

The Waimate team

The Oamaru team

From left – Gus, Georgia, Michael, 

Jeremy, Peri and Renea.

From left Lisa and Steph

Product of 
the month

No Freebie Eclipse 
pour on 5.5L deal! 
THAT’S 10% EXTRA FREE!

Eclipse is a double combination 
pour-on for parasite control

Veterinary Centre – By the Big Blue Cross
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What are the Tests?
There are two types of tests being 
used in the Mycoplasma bovis 
response.
ELISA. This test is run on bloods 
and measures whether a cow has 
mounted an immune response to 
the bacteria. The bacteria does 
not need to be present but the 
cows immune system needs to 
have “seen” the bacteria. This test 
measures antibody.
PCR. This test detects if the bacteria 
is in the sample (Milk, Nasal swabs, 
Joint fl uid, Vaginal swabs etc.). 
Although a very sensitive test, it, can 
only go positive if the bacteria is in 
any of the fl uids sampled. We know 
that the bacteria is not consistently 
shed into fl uids by an infected cow 
so repeated testing is needed to 
be have confi dence in a “negative” 
result. This test measures antigen.

During the month of October given that 
there had been no new farms diagnosed 
with M bovis, there was a quiet sense of 
hope that Mycoplasma may have been 
contained within the VLG enterprise. 
However, in mid-November we were 
all informed that another milking herd 
(Herd A) that had shared a contiguous 
border with VLG cows over the winter 
had tested positive in the Morven area.  
This farm has been classifi ed as an 
‘Infected Property’ and along with the 
other infected VLG cows will undergo 
slaughter. At the public meeting last 
week MPI informed the attendees that 
most of this slaughter will be complete 
by Christmas.  
Another farm (Herd B), which is the 
immediate neighbour of Herd A, 
underwent surveillance testing due to 
it’s proximity. Blood testing for antibody 
revealed a signifi cant percentage of the 
herd had been exposed to M bovis. This 
herd has not had a positive result on 
PCR test (looks for bacterial DNA) so 
currently has been given a Restricted 
Place Notice (not an Infected Place 
notice), but testing will continue.
Unlike the VGL ‘Tainui’ herd which 
has had multiple cases of Mycoplasma 
related disease (mastitis and lameness), 
these two new herds have seen very 
little clinical disease. Herd B currently 
has a 5 day average BMSCC of <50,000 
and has treated less than 5% of the 
herd for the season for clinical mastitis!
Both of these two new herds have a 
potential explainable mode of transfer, 
but neither have yet to return a positive 
BMT (Bulk Milk Tank) PCR result. Given 

the lack of clinical disease it acts as a 
good reminder for everyone to adhere 
to good principles of biosecurity as it is 
possible there could be further infected 
farms out there.
The highest risk for a new herd to 
become infected is still the introduction 
of infected cows into the herd or casual 
over the fence contact. None the less, 
continue to also keep your farm and 
herd safe, by supplying a cleaning 
and disinfection area for contractors 
coming on and going off your farm and 
keep tanker tracks free of animals and 
faeces.

On the mastitis front things seem to be 
going well for the majority of you. The 
average BMSCC for the season to date is 
about 150,000 cells per ml. The 200 odd 
farms we can monitor are shown below. 

They are ordered from lowest to highest.
We are just starting to get the test results 
back from the “antibiogram” tests that 
many of you signed up for to see what 
antibiotics are effective against the two  
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common mastitis bugs (Strep. uberis and 
Staph. aureus) on your farm. These are 
quite complicated to interpret and we 
will need to discuss them with you and 
interpret them after discussion about what 
patterns of mastitis you are seeing. The 
laboratory expects by Christmas they will 
have results from 10% of New Zealand’s 
herds. Your results remain anonymous but 
will add to a large nationwide data base 
that should be useful to detect in trends 
in antibiotic resistance and could be used 
to demonstrate that as an industry we 
are using antibiotics appropriately. If you 
have not signed up for one of these tests I 
urge you to consider it. As an industry we 
will come under increased to reduce the 
amount of antibiotics we use and this test 
is a tangible way to demonstrate we are 
using appropriate drugs.

THE STAFF AT OAMARU 
AND WAIMATE 

VETERINARY CENTRES 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR 

SUPPORT DURING 2015 AND 
WISH YOU A HAPPY AND 
SAFE CHRISTMAS AND A 
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!

With the continued uptake in early strategic 
pregnancy testing in herds using Infovet 
many clients are now starting to ask if R2 
heifers can be age pregnancy tested to their 
A.I dates using Infovet.

The answer to this question is yes, provided 
we scan your heifers at the right time. 

Traditionally most heifers have been 
pregnancy tested in mid-late Feb for a 
pregnant or empty test. By this stage of 
pregnancy the foetus is no longer able to be 
accurately dated to A.I conceptions in mid-
late October.

If you wish to age pregnancy test your heifers 

to A.I dates we need to do both an early and 
late scan like we would in your cows. The 
ideal time to scan and identify heifer A.I 

The bulk milk BVD results have been pouring in over the last 6 weeks with 

some fascinating information coming through. This year there have been 23 

sheds identifi ed with persistently infected (PI) cows in them. 179 sheds have 

tested this season which gives a prevalence of BVD infected herds of 12.9%. 

When we look back at the data from 3 seasons ago ( 2014-15) the prevalence 

of BVD infected herds was 27.1% (39 herds out of 144 tested). This decrease 

has happened while there has been a 24% increase in the number of herds 

tested over the same time period. Currently 85% of our clients sheds are 

tested. Virtually all of these farms have now eliminated their PI cows or 

are in the process of doing. This is a great result for our district as the less 

BVD there is about the less effect it has on reproductive, calf health and 

production performance.

conceptions is early-mid December 2017.

Contact one of our Blue Cross Veterinarians 
if you are interested in this opportunity.

Season Number of 
PI herds

Number of 
sheds tested

Prevalence of 
PI herds

2017-18 23 179 12.9%

2014-15 39 144 27.1%

Aged Heifer Pregnancy Testing

For more information and resources visit the MPI website -  http://mpi.govt.
nz/protection-and-response/responding/alerts/mycoplasma-bovis/ or email 
MBovis2017_Liaison@mpi.govt.nz to receive regular updates.

Antibiograms

  Mycoplasma Update
  Grow   Right

  Zoetis Teatseal Milk Quality 
Awards

  Merry Christmas from the 
Veterinary Centre administration 
staff

  Booking In a Pregnancy 
Testing Date

  Bull Mating
  Lepto    cred

  Antibiograms
  Aged Heifer Pregnancy Testing
  BVD Bulletin

Zoetis Teatseal
Milk Quality 
Awards
This season we will be seeking the 
lowest average Bulk Milk Somatic 
Cell Count, up to Wednesday 6th 
December 2017. (For farmers 
signed onto Infovet, and supplying 
Fonterra and Oceania, there 
is automatic access to this 
information.)   Winners of these 
awards for the lowest average 
BMSCC will be announced in the 
January Mooznews

Telephone 0800 VET 111  (0800 838 111)


