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“the leading 
light in animal 

health”

I hail from the far north, and grew 

up on a small farm in a place called 

Ruatangata near Whangarei. I have 

recently joined the Veterinary Centre 

team in Oamaru as a mixed practice 

veterinarian. I have a particular 

interest in production animals, and 

am especially interested in dairy 

nutrition and sheep and beef work. 

Outside of work I enjoy any outdoor 

sports, and I’m excited to make the 

most of what the South Island has 

to offer, especially hunting, diving, 

mountaineering, kayaking and rock 

climbing. 

I’m looking forward to meeting 

and working with the Veterinary 

Centre’s farmers and clients in the 

near future.

Welcome to our New Vets

I grew up on the sunny Gold Coast, 
Queensland and have spent the last 
5 years completing my degree at the 
University of Queensland in Gatton. 
I am passionate about furthering 
my skills in mixed practice medicine 
and surgery and so decided to 
make the move to New Zealand 
after completing placement with 
the team at the Veterinary Centre 
where my experience offered so 
many opportunities to treat a wide 
variety of animals on a regular basis. 
My true passion lies in surgery on 
any species and I look forward to 
further developing my skills. I enjoy 
playing a lot of netball and touch 
and also am quite into swimming for 
fi tness- no more ocean swims for me 
now though! I’m excited to start my 
new career and meet all the clients 
Oamaru has to offer!

Grace Miller - Oamaru Shay Frost - Oamaru
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issue

Early Pregnancy Test Results
The key measures of optimal reproductive 
performance are the 6-week in-calf rate 
(ICR) and the fi nal not-in-calf rate. To 
achieve the industry target of a 78% 
6-week ICR, you need >90% 21 day SR and 
>60% CR.
The 6 week ICR rates to date have been 
very variable, with the average 6 week 
ICR for our area, increasing around 1 % 

to 64% - (the green line on the graph), 
compared to last season (16/17) which was 
63%. The graph below shows the 6 week 
ICR for the farms we have scanned to date 
(excluding farms below 50 % ). The red 
line is the industry standard of 78% 6 wk 
ICR – which only one farm has reached to 
date (30.1.18). The 21 day Submission Rate 
has increased 3 % this season, to 78%. 
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With the hot weather milkings are hot 
and unpleasant for both milkers and 
the cows. Can the milking routine be 
streamlined to get the cows on and 
off the concrete and into the paddock 
any quicker? There is often not a great 

deal that can be done on a rotary 
platform unless the cow fl ow is bad. If 
a reason for poor cow fl ow is identifi ed 
and removed don’t expect a dramatic 
change as the cows’ behaviour then 
has to change, which takes time. While 

setting the rotary speed to get the 
number of “go around again” cows 
<10% can actually reduce the number 
of cows milked in an hour, it is generally 
better to set the speed of the platform 
at a comfortable speed for the cups on 
person,  see www.dairynz.co.nz/milking/
rotary/effi cient-rotation-time . In a 
herringbone reviewing how the milkers 
work together can often easily reduce 
milking times by 20 minutes. Have a 
look at the following web page to see 
if milking can be more effi cient. www.
dairynz.co.nz/milking/herringbone/
effi cient-milking-routine/. 
“The most effi cient system is when 
the head gate can be released in 
the shortest time after clusters are 
attached.”
Routine things to check at this time of 
the year regardless of what sort of shed 
you milk through.

  Age of liners
  Whether the teatspray is still being 
mixed correctly

  Whether the teatspray is getting 
onto the teats, check the automatic 
teatsprayer.

  Are the three titters still easily 
identifi able.

Vet Certi� cation for Transport 

George Smith BVSc

As the mating season concludes many 

farms will be looking to offl oad bulls 

and start making decisions over cull 

cows.  It is during this time we see an 

increased requirement for veterinary 

transport certifi cates. It is a legal 

requirement that animals are fi t for 

transport. The certifi cate remains 

valid for 7 days from the date of 

examination and the animal must be 

slaughtered at the nearest processing 

plant. 

What we need from you:

  An area to adequately examine and 

restrain the animal  when required 

  The animal tagged with a recordable 

number for identifi cation 

  The location of the processing plant 

and when killing space has been 

booked

From a veterinary point of view: 

Due to increased scrutiny being 

placed on transport certifi cates by 

MPI, there is strict criteria that we 

as veterinarians must follow. Below 

are common conditions requiring 

certifi cation and the associated 

requirements.

Penile conditions: Bulls must be 

able to urinate freely, not have any 

haemorrhage, swelling, abscessation 

or discharge from the area 

surrounding the penis.

Cancer Eye: The cancer cannot be 

larger than a $1 coin (2cm), confi ned to 

the eye or eyelid (not spreading), not 

bleeding or discharging pus. 

Lameness: Great emphasis is now 

being placed on lame animals being 

transported for slaughter. Lameness 

is scored 0-3. Grade 2 animals may be 

certifi ed fi t for transport with specifi c 

instructions such as reduced pen 

density.  The link below is the Dairy 

NZ lameness scoring system and I 

strongly encourage all farmers to view 

the following video to assess whether 

the animal is a suitable candidate for 

certifi cation. 

https://www.dairynz.co.nz/animal/cow-

health/lameness/lameness-scoring/

Lepto  cred
Veterinary Centre Lepto 
Assurance Programme

We require all existing Leptocred 

offi cers to make a time to sit down 

with one of our vets for their 2017 

audit and reaccreditation for 2018. 

We’d like to get these consults 

completed ASAP. Please contact 

your Prime Vet.

Milking Routine
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Mycoplasma bovis – 
National Awareness and Concern - Mat O’Sullivan BVSc

Johne’s News

Nick’s News

With late season herd testing coming up over the next few 

months it is the ideal time to consider Johne’s testing. If 

you have had clinical cases of Johne’s during the season I 

would suggest testing your herd. Clients who have culled 

their high positive and positive Johne’s cows from the test 

over previous seasons have seen large decreases in the 

number of clinical Johne’s cows they have had to cull this 

season. To discuss further contact your Prime Vet.

Grow   Smart
HEIFER MONITORING PROGRAMMEJess McKenzie BVSc

Have you weighed your calves recently?

  Our Oamaru clinic stocks yellow numbered tags 

1-500, in sizes Maxi female and Large male.

  All of our clinics stock a range of coloured tags from 

button through to Maxi.

  You can order your NAIT tags, with matching 

Management Tags through the Veterinary Centre. 

  You can also order printed tags of all sizes and 

colours sent directly to you on farm.

Ear Tags

Reminders in February
  Heifer pregnancy testing. It is still possible to date 

your late heifer pregnancies. Please book in as soon 

as possible though.

  Lung worm. We saw numerous 

cases of lung worm outbreaks 

in January. Lungworm typically 

affects younger stock but we have 

had environmental conditions 

(earlier in season) that promoted 

larval survival on pasture. This 

season older animals have been affected as well. 

Lungworm is sensitive to most drenches  - contact 

your Blue Cross Vet for advice.

  Pink Eye - The practice is seeing an increasing 

number of cases of Pinkeye. This is a contagious 

disease of calves spread primarily by close contact 

with infected animals and by fl ies. Vaccination with 

Piliguard  (A8192 RVM) can be a cost effective 

control method although vaccination must be given 

prior to disease occurring. In the affected animals 

topical ointments or sub-conjunctival injections with 

appropriate antibiotics are usually effective in curing 

the affected animals.

Mycoplasma Biosecurity
Secure – your borders with double 
boundary fencing and one entry 
point on farm.

Separate – limit the movement of 
people and equipment on to the 
farm. Keep different ownership lines 
of stock apart at grazing.

Clean – equipment and vehicles 
before disinfecting – i.e. - remove the 
poo and mud fi rst.

Disinfect – all equipment, vehicles 
and people going on and off farm.

Record – Update NAIT movement 
data online so stock movements can 
be traced.

Select – mitigate risk of entry 
into your herd by only purchasing 
animals with a low risk status.

Quarantine – any newly purchased 
stock for 2 weeks.

For more information on developing 
a ‘Farm Biosecurity Action Plan’ talk 
to your vet or visit our website – 

www.vet111.co.nz/dairy/case-of-the-
month/2017/8/10/mycoplasma-on-
farm-biosecurity-and-disinfection

National awareness and concern about 

M. bovis has really stepped up over 

the period of the last month. New 

infected properties in Mid-Canterbury, 

Southland and Hawkes Bay have seen 

large farmer attendances at public 

meetings being held in these regions.

Although MPI are still focussed on 

eradication at this time, the challenge 

increases with the growing number of 

infected farms and the wider number 

of farmers which have grazed or 

purchased animals coming from these 

farms. The silver lining is that all 

currently known infected properties 

have explainable linkages.

NAIT records are a vital means for 

tracing stock movement from infected 

or suspected farms. If everyone 

plays their part in this area MPI will 

have a good chance of containment/

eradication. If you have neighbours or 

stock buyers who are struggling with 

NAIT help them along or send them to 

someone who can help.

In the month of February MPI are looking 

to undertake a national surveillance of 

all dairy farms by PCR testing bulk milk 

tank and discard milk. This comes on top 

of some already very comprehensive 

earlier testing. The goal is to establish 

if any other pockets of infection exist 

around the country and to weigh the 

benefi ts against the costs of pursuing 

an eradication attempt. A voluntary 

scheme (initiated by the Morven Action 

Group) for testing service bulls going 

to slaughter from the Waimate district 

also got underway recently.

There has been a lot of ill-informed 

comment in the rural media lately 

which has created confusion and 

misunderstanding regarding the 

disease, its source and spread. I 

recommend you stick with facts by 

reading material from/quoted from MPI 

and DairyNZ.

Finally, remember to look out for and 

after neighbours, herd owners, graziers 

and their staff that may have been 

affected. By keeping communication 

channels open you can reduce both 

fear and isolation.

While I am settling in to my new role as the Territory Manager for the Waimate/

Glenavy area, I also hope to utilize my degree in Agronomy and the many 

skills I have picked up in previous jobs. I studied for four years at Lincoln 

University where I achieved a Bachelor of Science majoring in Plant and 

Animal Sciences, specializing in Agronomy. During my Last year at Lincoln 

I worked with AgResearch as part of their plant Breeding and Endophyte 

safety trials, and since graduating I have worked as an Agronomist for several 

years, dealing with Pasture and forage crops, cereals, process vegetables and 

oil seed crops. This has given me a broad understanding of multiple farming 

systems.

In my experience talking to farmers about fertilizer and chemical applications, 

one thing I often hear when I have asked why they have/are using a certain 

product is that “the rep told me to”.  There seems to be a lack of awareness 

of alternative products that may be better suited to your farming needs which 

are potentially available.  This is an area I believe could be greatly improved.

As part of a new service The Veterinary Centre is offering, I am available to 

offer independent agronomy advice, whether it be designing/commenting on 

fertilizer and chemical programs or providing independent interpretation of 

results from soil and herbage tests.

I can undertake DM testing and botanical compositions within the clinic and 

will generally have the results back to you by the next day - if done in house.

I am also available on appointment to visit farms and go on a pasture or crop 

walk and discuss visual observations on health, quality, yield and be used as a 

sounding board for ideas on how to improve or maintain future performance.

Eclipse E Injection 
with B12 and Selenium
One easy injection of Eclipse E Injection with B12 and 
Selenium now gives your calves the ultimate protection 
from parasites while ensuring prevention of essential 
trace element defi ciency.

  Contains Eprinomectin, Levamisole, Vitamin B12 and 

Selenium

  Four Actives in one easy injection

  Has the ultimate killing power against cattle parasites 

including Ostertagia and Cooperia.

  $2 plus GST per dose for 150 kg animal

Just a reminder of our free delivery 
service. Orders made before 
10am  - delivery that day. 
Orders phoned in after 10am – 
delivery the following day.
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