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Just a reminder of our free delivery 
service. Orders made before 10am  - 
delivery that day. Orders 
phoned in after 
10am – delivery the 
following day.

I have just recently graduated from 

Massey and moved down to start 

work in Waimate. I’m looking forward 

to meeting a lot of the dairy clients 

in the region and working with them 

to help them reach their goals. I 

come from a sheep and beef farming 

background in northern Hawkes Bay, 

but the dairy industry excites me due 

to the more intensive nature. Some 

of the things I look forward to in the 

coming years is getting stuck into 

some calvings and helping farmers 

reach reproduction targets. Outside 

of work I play rugby and try to get 

up to the slopes when I can. Waimate 

seems like a beautiful area and I’m 

looking forward to exploring what 

the region has to offer.

Originating from the town whose 

reputation for its rotten smell, far 

outweighs its ability to produce vets! 

With little background in science at 

school but a lot of determination, 

I managed my way through a 

challenging 5 years at Massey 

University to graduate a mixed 

animal veterinarian with a larger 

focus on dairy production animals. 

I am excited to discover some new 

areas for hunting or diving in Otago 

and the greater South (the better) 

Island. But in winter you will fi nd me 

on the slopes. I am looking forward 

to the calving season this year with 

the chance to improve my skills. I 

look forward to meeting the farmers 

from around the district.

Here are the average Bulk Milk Somatic 

Cell Counts up to the 3rd of December 

2018 for our clients below 100,000 

cells per ml. These results are very 

similar to last year’s results with only 

Business Manager/Sharemilker/Owner Ave. 
BMSCC

Le Emari Trust  Willowbridge Dan Coles/Hugh & Darla Le Fleming 39 000

Uretane Farming Ltd Ben & Chloe Smith/Greg Paul 62 000

Hoofing-It Dairies Ltd Mark & Louise Jellyman 63 000

Finlay- Infovet Shed #2. Ram Lastismosa/Ed & Rebecca Finlay 73 000

 Waituna Dairy  Eamon Donohoe/Alan & Leigh Gibson 77 000

 Waiherd Limited  Paul & Ann-Maree Henshaw 81 000

 Peebles Siding Dairy Ltd (DHL)  Bernard & Merlyn Lauglaug 81 000

 Dinnae Ken Ltd  Brendan & Avril Lane 83 000

 Corona Farms Ltd  Braden & Rebecca De La Rue/Corrie & Donna Smit 88 000

 Ingledale Family Trust  Brendon Henderson & Shea Johnston/John Nelson 91 000

Kowhai Dairy Limited Shed 2 Geoffrey Sewell 91 000

Amuriwai Limited Lindsay White 93 000

Cloverdale Will & Katie Sinclair/Adri & Francee Verbakel 93 000

Eden Dairies Limited Chris & Rebecca Eden 94 000

Waitaki Partnership Gerard & Sarah Coutts 95 000

Terrace Top Dairy Ltd (DHL) Lachlan McConnachie & Roslyn Thompson 96 000

Kokoamo Farms - Domett Steve Cox & Fiona McRae/Matt & Julie Ross 96 000

Steward Dairy Ltd (DHL) Mark Pickering 97 000

Kokoamo Farms - Strachans Rd Blake & Selene Harvie/Matt & Julie Ross 97 000

J.L.O Enterprises 2008 Ltd John & Olivia Williams, Linda Brown 97 000

Springdale Dairies Ltd Matt Ludemann and Rob Mafile’o/Alan & Leigh Gibson 98 000

El Machito Ltd Leo Bensegues 98 000

H H F Partnership Jackson & Paul Henshaw 98 000

Braeburn Dairies Logan & Charlotte Ferguson/Rogan & Michelle Borrie 98 000

Isa Holdings Enfield Top Farm Jonny Butcher & Sarah Nesbitt/Grant & Becca Isbister 99 000

Derwin Farms Limited John & Sam Harper/Paul & Roz Derwin 99 000
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Hopefully everyone got some time off 

over the Christmas / New year period 

and had a good time. Once everything 

has got back to “normal”, routine wise 

it is a good time to evaluate the risk 

of over milking. A generally agreed on 

fi gure for what over milking is, if the 

cups are on a cow for greater than 1 

minute when milk fl ow has fi nished. If 

you have ACRs, take some time to see 

when the vacuum is cut off relative to 

when the milk fl ow slows to a “dribble” 

in the bowl. If you have a herring bone 

divide the time between the fi rst cup 

going on and the last cup coming off 

the milkers by the number of rows. This 

Zoetis Teatseal Milk Quality Awards 2019
one less farm below the 100,000 cell/

ml mark. The average BMSCC for this 

year to date is 157,000 (152,000 last 

year). Once again the two top spots are 

claimed by Dan Coles and Ben & Chole 

Smith, but we have a new name on the 

podium with Mark and Louise Jellyman 

in third place. Credits of $750, $500, 

and $250 have been given to the fi rst 

three place getters accounts.

will give a pretty good estimate of the 

time the cups are on a cow for. 95% of 

cows doing 15 litres at a milking will be 

milked out in 6 +/- 1 minute, so if your 

row times are getting up towards 8 

minutes there is likely to be over milking 

occurring. Over milking increases the 

risk of mastitis by damaging the teats. 

If milking times are not reducing after 

the peak, see if any of the following can 

be improved so the milkers spend less 

time in the shed and the cows spend 

less time on concrete and more time 

eating and lying in the sun.

  Can the front gate be opened earlier?

  What is slowing cow fl ow?

  Are people waiting for one or two 

slow milking cows in a row?

  Can the teamwork in the pit be 

improved?

Holiday 
Rosters

With people taking time off there 

will be inevitably either less people 

milking or people milking who are 

not 100% familiar with your shed 

or systems. These are risk factors 

for cows getting over milked or 

worse still Red cows getting milked 

into the vat. If there is any doubt 

that a red cow has been milked into 

the vat we can test the milk for the 

penicillin and tetracycline families 

of antibiotics. We need a sample 

from the vat (well mixed and not 

the fi rst bit that comes out of the 

tap) in a clean container. The test 

takes approx. 30 minutes to run but 

give the duty vet a ring fi rst so he 

or she can get the incubator warm 

and make sure there is someone to 

meet you at the clinic.

Aroha Te Hiko (Oamaru)  Daley Watson-Krawitz (Waimate)
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Coccidiosis – another di� erential for ‘wormy’ calves
We’ve recently 

had four farms in 

quick procession 

presenting with 

d e p r e s s e d , 

scouring calves 

that look in 

“desperate need 

of a drench” (to paraphrase the farmers 

involved). Some of these had been 

drenched less than 10 days previously, 

and others were drenched at the time 

with limited response. 

We have two main differentials in these 

situations;

1. Larval Challenge – parasite larvae 

on the grass can be ingested on 

a daily basis, causing a lot of the 

clinical signs that we attribute 

to ‘worms’. We often see this on 

pasture that is used year on year to 

raise calves. However we mainly see 

this in Autumn when larval pasture 

contamination peaks, so it wouldn’t 

be our top differential in Dec/Jan. 

2. Coccidiosis – coccidia multiply 

within the cells that line the calves’ 

intestines. As part of the lifestyle 

they cause the cell to rupture, 

eventually releasing oocytes into 

the environment via the faeces. The 

rupture of these cells that make up 

the lining of the intestines means 

the calf can’t absorb the nutrients 

or water effectively from the diet 

leading to the clinical signs of 

scouring and blood in the faeces.

In these four cases we were able to take 

faecal samples and perform an oocyte 

count (like a coccidia ‘egg’ count) 

in-clinic and confi rm a diagnosis of 

coccidiosis. Typically in these outbreak 

cases the calves have been weaned 

from meal in the previous 2 to 4 weeks. 

The theory here is that the coccidiostats 

contained in the meal arrest/stop the 

development of the coccidia within 

the intestinal cells so the coccidia sit 

dormant. When the meal is stopped the 

coccidia can start ‘reproducing’ again, a 

process which takes around 16-22 days. 

At the height of the reproduction the 

coccidia rupture out of the cell walls (as 

outlined above), and so we observe a 

mass outbreak of scouring and wormy 

looking calves two weeks post-weaning 

from meal. 

What can you do?

Eventually the calf itself will mount a 

strong immune response to coccidia 

and suppress infections. However it 

appears that this doesn’t occur during 

the dormant stage, so while the calves 

are on meal they are not developing this 

strong immune response. It is therefore 

a balancing act – we want a small 

amount of coccidiosis to develop the 

immunity, but if it goes too far before 

the body kicks in then the calves will go 

backwards. Much of this balance comes 

down to the environmental challenge 

the calves face – a low challenge (or 

clean) environment will usually tip the 

balance in the immune systems favour. 

Meanwhile those farmers rearing calves 

in the same paddock year on year tend 

to face the greatest challenge, and 

therefore the greatest risk of tipping 

the balance in the favour of disease. 

In the cases, above the infection has 

gone too far for the body to cope by 

itself. The best option is to step in and 

kill all stages of the coccidia life cycle 

with a drug called Toltrazuril (brand 

names are Toltrox or Baycox). This 

clean out (much like using an effective 

drench) gives the body time to get in 

front and mount an immune response 

to prevent any further infections. A 

Massey trial which enrolled calves with 

just moderate levels of coccidiosis (not 

the clinical levels outlined above) saw 

a 3.8kg weight advantage at the end of 

a 6 week period to the calves drenched 

with Toltrazuril, so there are huge 

losses associated with coccidiosis, and 

defi nite gains to be made. 

So if you are getting ‘wormy’ looking 

calves in spite of a robust drenching 

programme, or think that this happened 

last year on your farm after weaning 

then talk to one of our vets. They can 

help you work out an appropriate 

testing regime and ideal timing to 

intervene with Toltrox or Baycox if this 

is required. The pricing on these drugs 

has recently come down markedly so 

they are now a cost-effective tool that 

you can use in your calves. 

One fi nal point is that you can also see 

outbreaks after stressful events, and 

the major one of these coming up is 

movement to run-offs (which is often 

combined with weaning from meal), so 

keep an eye on your calves in the fi rst 

couple of weeks post-shift! 

T E C H N I C A L  B U L L E T I N

Evidence based vet medicines

VM 1

Coccidiosis is an intestinal disease which occurs primarily in 
young calves aged 3 - 8 months of age. In heavily contaminated 
environments calves may show clinical signs as early as four 
weeks of age. 

The source of infection is generally from faeces of infected 
animals that are shedding oocysts. The calves ingest oocysts 
from contaminated pasture, feed and water or by grooming each 
other.  Dry conditions and high temperatures in the pasture will 
destroy oocysts within a few weeks. However, under favourable 
conditions characteristic of many New Zealand farms the oocysts 
can survive for up to two years. 

Coccidia are intracellular, protozoan parasites that infect the 
intestinal tract of many species of animals. Eimeria zuernii and 
Eimeria bovis are the most common pathogenic coccidiosis 
parasites in New Zealand cattle.  The coccidia lifecycle is 
complex, including both asexual and sexual reproduction. The 
prepatent period is 16 - 22 days, after which sexual reproduction 
results in the formation of oocysts.  These oocysts are passed in 
the faeces. Provided the environmental conditions are suitable 
(e.g. moist and cool), the oocysts sporulate within days, and after 
sporulation they become infective. 

Clinical symptoms
Typically, coccidiosis has high morbidity (sickness) and moderate 
mortality, with long term effects on growth rates in animals 
that survive. The gut mucosa becomes denuded and stripped of 
villi which results in possible haemorrhage and impaired water 
absorption. The severity depends on the level of infestation and 
the calf’s immune response.  The impact of coccidiosis may be 
heightened via stress, poor nutrition or concurrent diseases. 

Symptoms may be classified as:
Clinical coccidiosis: Blood and mucous stained faeces are often 
the first sign of disease.  Infected calves go on to exhibit severe 
unproductive straining while defecating. Temperature is mildly 
elevated (39.0 - 39.5ºC). Dehydration and lack of appetite are 
common. Faecal staining of the tail, hind quarters and hocks is a 
strong indication of the presence of coccidiosis. 

Severely affected calves typically undergo a convalescence of 
many weeks, during which feed intake and weight gains are 
reduced. 

Subclinical coccidiosis: Mild and / or chronic cases typically show 
weight loss (or lower than expected weight gain), with possible 
anaemia and mild or no diarrhoea. Calves may have droopy ears 
and rough coats. 

Diagnosis of Coccidiosis
A definitive diagnosis can be made at post-mortem examination 
by collating gross findings with histology and impression smears. 

Laboratory tests for coccidia oocysts are of limited use. The 
most common method is to use a salt flotation method. Oocyst 
counts > 5,000 /g are regarded as significant.  However, it is worth 
considering the following points;

• There can be severe damage to the gastrointestinal tract but 
few oocysts in the faeces (as previously excreted)

• Non-pathogenic oocysts may be present in large numbers

• Oocyst numbers may be under-estimated because of the 
dilution effect of fluid faeces

Note: if there is a clinical picture consistent with coccidiosis but 
only small numbers of coccidia oocysts are detected in the faeces 
it could still be a coccidial infection.
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COCCIDIOSIS IN NEW ZEALAND CALVES

COCCIDIA LIFECYCLE

It’s that time of the year again when we need to start 
thinking about Leptospirosis control on your farm. 
Many of our clients are now part of The Veterinary 
Centre ‘Leptocred’ programme.
It is vital for the dairy industry that we continue to 

have a robust programme that strengthens Leptospirosis protection and at the 
same time allows you fl exibility with vaccine use. The annual reaccreditation 
consult is an essential part of this process. It is also a pertinent time to take a 
step back and look at leptospirosis management on your farm and throughout 
the dairy industry.       
We require all existing Leptocred offi cers to make a time to sit down with one 
of our vets for their 2018 audit, reaccreditation for 2019. We’d like to get these 
consults completed ASAP as once we reach Jan/Feb our workload increases 
signifi cantly with early pregnancy testing. 
Lepto vaccinations must be reported back to the issuing clinic within 48 
hours of being administered. You will be able to email your records to lepto@
vet111.co.nz (for Oamaru, Maniototo, Waitaki Valley) and sarahl@vet111.co.nz 
(for Waimate.)

Lepto  cred
Veterinary Centre Lepto 
Assurance Programme

Dated Heifer Pregnancy Testing
Each year, we are now dating more 
heifers for pregnancy. If you want, 
or need, accurate calving dates for 
heifers, they should be scanned 
before 90 days after Planned Start 
of Mating (PSOM). For most heifers 
with a 20th October PSOM, it is best 
if they are scanned before 20th 
January.

Drenching of calves 
There are two main aims of calf drenching for worm control. One is remove 

any existing parasite burden from the calf, and the other is to minimise 

future pasture contamination. These aims are achieved by drenching the 

calves before there they are shedding signifi cant eggs again. Remembering 

the average period to maturity, once a calf has eaten infective larvae on the 

pasture is about 3 weeks. The drench interval should be 3-4 weekly with 

oral drenches and 5-6 weeks with pour-on drenches (dependant on active 

ingredient).

Generally most clinical cases of Johne’s are found in cows older than 3-4 

years of age, however we do come across animals from time to time that 

are 1st lactation heifers. These animals probably would have had a high level 

of exposure when they are young calves. Reviews of international data have 

shown that approximately 75% of calves exposed to Johne’s bacteria before 

they are 6 months of age will develop Johne’s disease compared to only 19% 

when animals over 12 months of age. This shows the importance of protecting 

calves from exposure to the bacteria. It also shows the importance of reducing 

the amount of bacteria put onto the farm from high cows excreting large 

numbers of bacteria. When we see farms where the 1st lactation heifers are 

positive there must have been a breakdown on farm. It does make you wonder 

how many other heifers will also be effected?

Johne’s News

Yersinia
Each summer we investigate several 
cases of calves scouring post weaning. 
While there are many causes of 
diarrhoea in weaned calves ie parasitic 
enteritis, Salmonella, and BVD, we 
regularly diagnose Yersinia, which 
is a bacteria that causes diarrhoea. 
We often see Yersinia ‘roll’ through a 
mob of calves – with a small number 
of calves being affected at any one 
time. Treatment is aimed at correcting 
dehydration and administration of 
antibiotics. Prognosis is usually good 
except in advanced cases. 
There is circumstantial evidence 
that Yersinia is often associated 
with concurrent disease ie BVD, 
parasite burden, low trace element 
status – especially selenium and 
copper. Remember – that Yersinia 
(both Y. pseudotuberculosis and Y. 
enterocolitica) are zoonotic – and hence 
are a common cause of food poisoning 
in people. Keep the hygiene standards 
high if you are dealing with  scouring 
animals!
Please contact the clinic if you are 
concerned about ill thrift or scouring in 
your weaned calves.

Product of 
the month

Eclipse is a double combination 
pour-on for parasite control

$669incl
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Ryan Luckman BVSc



Coccidiosis – another di� erential for ‘wormy’ calves
We’ve recently 

had four farms in 

quick procession 

presenting with 

d e p r e s s e d , 

scouring calves 

that look in 

“desperate need 

of a drench” (to paraphrase the farmers 

involved). Some of these had been 

drenched less than 10 days previously, 

and others were drenched at the time 

with limited response. 

We have two main differentials in these 

situations;

1. Larval Challenge – parasite larvae 

on the grass can be ingested on 

a daily basis, causing a lot of the 

clinical signs that we attribute 

to ‘worms’. We often see this on 

pasture that is used year on year to 

raise calves. However we mainly see 

this in Autumn when larval pasture 

contamination peaks, so it wouldn’t 

be our top differential in Dec/Jan. 

2. Coccidiosis – coccidia multiply 

within the cells that line the calves’ 

intestines. As part of the lifestyle 

they cause the cell to rupture, 

eventually releasing oocytes into 

the environment via the faeces. The 

rupture of these cells that make up 

the lining of the intestines means 

the calf can’t absorb the nutrients 

or water effectively from the diet 

leading to the clinical signs of 

scouring and blood in the faeces.

In these four cases we were able to take 

faecal samples and perform an oocyte 

count (like a coccidia ‘egg’ count) 

in-clinic and confi rm a diagnosis of 

coccidiosis. Typically in these outbreak 

cases the calves have been weaned 

from meal in the previous 2 to 4 weeks. 

The theory here is that the coccidiostats 

contained in the meal arrest/stop the 

development of the coccidia within 

the intestinal cells so the coccidia sit 

dormant. When the meal is stopped the 

coccidia can start ‘reproducing’ again, a 

process which takes around 16-22 days. 

At the height of the reproduction the 

coccidia rupture out of the cell walls (as 

outlined above), and so we observe a 

mass outbreak of scouring and wormy 

looking calves two weeks post-weaning 

from meal. 

What can you do?

Eventually the calf itself will mount a 

strong immune response to coccidia 

and suppress infections. However it 

appears that this doesn’t occur during 

the dormant stage, so while the calves 

are on meal they are not developing this 

strong immune response. It is therefore 

a balancing act – we want a small 

amount of coccidiosis to develop the 

immunity, but if it goes too far before 

the body kicks in then the calves will go 

backwards. Much of this balance comes 

down to the environmental challenge 

the calves face – a low challenge (or 

clean) environment will usually tip the 

balance in the immune systems favour. 

Meanwhile those farmers rearing calves 

in the same paddock year on year tend 

to face the greatest challenge, and 

therefore the greatest risk of tipping 

the balance in the favour of disease. 

In the cases, above the infection has 

gone too far for the body to cope by 

itself. The best option is to step in and 

kill all stages of the coccidia life cycle 

with a drug called Toltrazuril (brand 

names are Toltrox or Baycox). This 

clean out (much like using an effective 

drench) gives the body time to get in 

front and mount an immune response 

to prevent any further infections. A 

Massey trial which enrolled calves with 

just moderate levels of coccidiosis (not 

the clinical levels outlined above) saw 

a 3.8kg weight advantage at the end of 

a 6 week period to the calves drenched 

with Toltrazuril, so there are huge 

losses associated with coccidiosis, and 

defi nite gains to be made. 

So if you are getting ‘wormy’ looking 

calves in spite of a robust drenching 

programme, or think that this happened 

last year on your farm after weaning 

then talk to one of our vets. They can 

help you work out an appropriate 

testing regime and ideal timing to 

intervene with Toltrox or Baycox if this 

is required. The pricing on these drugs 

has recently come down markedly so 

they are now a cost-effective tool that 

you can use in your calves. 

One fi nal point is that you can also see 

outbreaks after stressful events, and 

the major one of these coming up is 

movement to run-offs (which is often 

combined with weaning from meal), so 

keep an eye on your calves in the fi rst 

couple of weeks post-shift! 

T E C H N I C A L  B U L L E T I N

Evidence based vet medicines
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Coccidiosis is an intestinal disease which occurs primarily in 
young calves aged 3 - 8 months of age. In heavily contaminated 
environments calves may show clinical signs as early as four 
weeks of age. 

The source of infection is generally from faeces of infected 
animals that are shedding oocysts. The calves ingest oocysts 
from contaminated pasture, feed and water or by grooming each 
other.  Dry conditions and high temperatures in the pasture will 
destroy oocysts within a few weeks. However, under favourable 
conditions characteristic of many New Zealand farms the oocysts 
can survive for up to two years. 

Coccidia are intracellular, protozoan parasites that infect the 
intestinal tract of many species of animals. Eimeria zuernii and 
Eimeria bovis are the most common pathogenic coccidiosis 
parasites in New Zealand cattle.  The coccidia lifecycle is 
complex, including both asexual and sexual reproduction. The 
prepatent period is 16 - 22 days, after which sexual reproduction 
results in the formation of oocysts.  These oocysts are passed in 
the faeces. Provided the environmental conditions are suitable 
(e.g. moist and cool), the oocysts sporulate within days, and after 
sporulation they become infective. 

Clinical symptoms
Typically, coccidiosis has high morbidity (sickness) and moderate 
mortality, with long term effects on growth rates in animals 
that survive. The gut mucosa becomes denuded and stripped of 
villi which results in possible haemorrhage and impaired water 
absorption. The severity depends on the level of infestation and 
the calf’s immune response.  The impact of coccidiosis may be 
heightened via stress, poor nutrition or concurrent diseases. 

Symptoms may be classified as:
Clinical coccidiosis: Blood and mucous stained faeces are often 
the first sign of disease.  Infected calves go on to exhibit severe 
unproductive straining while defecating. Temperature is mildly 
elevated (39.0 - 39.5ºC). Dehydration and lack of appetite are 
common. Faecal staining of the tail, hind quarters and hocks is a 
strong indication of the presence of coccidiosis. 

Severely affected calves typically undergo a convalescence of 
many weeks, during which feed intake and weight gains are 
reduced. 

Subclinical coccidiosis: Mild and / or chronic cases typically show 
weight loss (or lower than expected weight gain), with possible 
anaemia and mild or no diarrhoea. Calves may have droopy ears 
and rough coats. 

Diagnosis of Coccidiosis
A definitive diagnosis can be made at post-mortem examination 
by collating gross findings with histology and impression smears. 

Laboratory tests for coccidia oocysts are of limited use. The 
most common method is to use a salt flotation method. Oocyst 
counts > 5,000 /g are regarded as significant.  However, it is worth 
considering the following points;

• There can be severe damage to the gastrointestinal tract but 
few oocysts in the faeces (as previously excreted)

• Non-pathogenic oocysts may be present in large numbers

• Oocyst numbers may be under-estimated because of the 
dilution effect of fluid faeces

Note: if there is a clinical picture consistent with coccidiosis but 
only small numbers of coccidia oocysts are detected in the faeces 
it could still be a coccidial infection.
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COCCIDIOSIS IN NEW ZEALAND CALVES

COCCIDIA LIFECYCLE

It’s that time of the year again when we need to start 
thinking about Leptospirosis control on your farm. 
Many of our clients are now part of The Veterinary 
Centre ‘Leptocred’ programme.
It is vital for the dairy industry that we continue to 

have a robust programme that strengthens Leptospirosis protection and at the 
same time allows you fl exibility with vaccine use. The annual reaccreditation 
consult is an essential part of this process. It is also a pertinent time to take a 
step back and look at leptospirosis management on your farm and throughout 
the dairy industry.       
We require all existing Leptocred offi cers to make a time to sit down with one 
of our vets for their 2018 audit, reaccreditation for 2019. We’d like to get these 
consults completed ASAP as once we reach Jan/Feb our workload increases 
signifi cantly with early pregnancy testing. 
Lepto vaccinations must be reported back to the issuing clinic within 48 
hours of being administered. You will be able to email your records to lepto@
vet111.co.nz (for Oamaru, Maniototo, Waitaki Valley) and sarahl@vet111.co.nz 
(for Waimate.)

Lepto  cred
Veterinary Centre Lepto 
Assurance Programme

Dated Heifer Pregnancy Testing
Each year, we are now dating more 
heifers for pregnancy. If you want, 
or need, accurate calving dates for 
heifers, they should be scanned 
before 90 days after Planned Start 
of Mating (PSOM). For most heifers 
with a 20th October PSOM, it is best 
if they are scanned before 20th 
January.

Drenching of calves 
There are two main aims of calf drenching for worm control. One is remove 

any existing parasite burden from the calf, and the other is to minimise 

future pasture contamination. These aims are achieved by drenching the 

calves before there they are shedding signifi cant eggs again. Remembering 

the average period to maturity, once a calf has eaten infective larvae on the 

pasture is about 3 weeks. The drench interval should be 3-4 weekly with 

oral drenches and 5-6 weeks with pour-on drenches (dependant on active 

ingredient).

Generally most clinical cases of Johne’s are found in cows older than 3-4 

years of age, however we do come across animals from time to time that 

are 1st lactation heifers. These animals probably would have had a high level 

of exposure when they are young calves. Reviews of international data have 

shown that approximately 75% of calves exposed to Johne’s bacteria before 

they are 6 months of age will develop Johne’s disease compared to only 19% 

when animals over 12 months of age. This shows the importance of protecting 

calves from exposure to the bacteria. It also shows the importance of reducing 

the amount of bacteria put onto the farm from high cows excreting large 

numbers of bacteria. When we see farms where the 1st lactation heifers are 

positive there must have been a breakdown on farm. It does make you wonder 

how many other heifers will also be effected?

Johne’s News

Yersinia
Each summer we investigate several 
cases of calves scouring post weaning. 
While there are many causes of 
diarrhoea in weaned calves ie parasitic 
enteritis, Salmonella, and BVD, we 
regularly diagnose Yersinia, which 
is a bacteria that causes diarrhoea. 
We often see Yersinia ‘roll’ through a 
mob of calves – with a small number 
of calves being affected at any one 
time. Treatment is aimed at correcting 
dehydration and administration of 
antibiotics. Prognosis is usually good 
except in advanced cases. 
There is circumstantial evidence 
that Yersinia is often associated 
with concurrent disease ie BVD, 
parasite burden, low trace element 
status – especially selenium and 
copper. Remember – that Yersinia 
(both Y. pseudotuberculosis and Y. 
enterocolitica) are zoonotic – and hence 
are a common cause of food poisoning 
in people. Keep the hygiene standards 
high if you are dealing with  scouring 
animals!
Please contact the clinic if you are 
concerned about ill thrift or scouring in 
your weaned calves.

Product of 
the month

Eclipse is a double combination 
pour-on for parasite control

$669incl
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For 3 x 1 litre

Ryan Luckman BVSc
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 Oamaru Ph 03-434 5666

 Waimate Ph 03-689 7213 

 Palmerston Ph 03-465 1291

 Glenavy Ph 03-689 8118

 Kurow Ph 03-436 0567

 Omarama Ph 03-438 9868

 Ranfurly Ph 03-444 1020

Just a reminder of our free delivery 
service. Orders made before 10am  - 
delivery that day. Orders 
phoned in after 
10am – delivery the 
following day.

I have just recently graduated from 

Massey and moved down to start 

work in Waimate. I’m looking forward 

to meeting a lot of the dairy clients 

in the region and working with them 

to help them reach their goals. I 

come from a sheep and beef farming 

background in northern Hawkes Bay, 

but the dairy industry excites me due 

to the more intensive nature. Some 

of the things I look forward to in the 

coming years is getting stuck into 

some calvings and helping farmers 

reach reproduction targets. Outside 

of work I play rugby and try to get 

up to the slopes when I can. Waimate 

seems like a beautiful area and I’m 

looking forward to exploring what 

the region has to offer.

Originating from the town whose 

reputation for its rotten smell, far 

outweighs its ability to produce vets! 

With little background in science at 

school but a lot of determination, 

I managed my way through a 

challenging 5 years at Massey 

University to graduate a mixed 

animal veterinarian with a larger 

focus on dairy production animals. 

I am excited to discover some new 

areas for hunting or diving in Otago 

and the greater South (the better) 

Island. But in winter you will fi nd me 

on the slopes. I am looking forward 

to the calving season this year with 

the chance to improve my skills. I 

look forward to meeting the farmers 

from around the district.

Here are the average Bulk Milk Somatic 

Cell Counts up to the 3rd of December 

2018 for our clients below 100,000 

cells per ml. These results are very 

similar to last year’s results with only 

Business Manager/Sharemilker/Owner Ave. 
BMSCC

Le Emari Trust  Willowbridge Dan Coles/Hugh & Darla Le Fleming 39 000

Uretane Farming Ltd Ben & Chloe Smith/Greg Paul 62 000

Hoofing-It Dairies Ltd Mark & Louise Jellyman 63 000

Finlay- Infovet Shed #2. Ram Lastismosa/Ed & Rebecca Finlay 73 000

 Waituna Dairy  Eamon Donohoe/Alan & Leigh Gibson 77 000

 Waiherd Limited  Paul & Ann-Maree Henshaw 81 000

 Peebles Siding Dairy Ltd (DHL)  Bernard & Merlyn Lauglaug 81 000

 Dinnae Ken Ltd  Brendan & Avril Lane 83 000

 Corona Farms Ltd  Braden & Rebecca De La Rue/Corrie & Donna Smit 88 000

 Ingledale Family Trust  Brendon Henderson & Shea Johnston/John Nelson 91 000

Kowhai Dairy Limited Shed 2 Geoffrey Sewell 91 000

Amuriwai Limited Lindsay White 93 000

Cloverdale Will & Katie Sinclair/Adri & Francee Verbakel 93 000

Eden Dairies Limited Chris & Rebecca Eden 94 000

Waitaki Partnership Gerard & Sarah Coutts 95 000

Terrace Top Dairy Ltd (DHL) Lachlan McConnachie & Roslyn Thompson 96 000

Kokoamo Farms - Domett Steve Cox & Fiona McRae/Matt & Julie Ross 96 000

Steward Dairy Ltd (DHL) Mark Pickering 97 000

Kokoamo Farms - Strachans Rd Blake & Selene Harvie/Matt & Julie Ross 97 000

J.L.O Enterprises 2008 Ltd John & Olivia Williams, Linda Brown 97 000

Springdale Dairies Ltd Matt Ludemann and Rob Mafile’o/Alan & Leigh Gibson 98 000

El Machito Ltd Leo Bensegues 98 000

H H F Partnership Jackson & Paul Henshaw 98 000

Braeburn Dairies Logan & Charlotte Ferguson/Rogan & Michelle Borrie 98 000

Isa Holdings Enfield Top Farm Jonny Butcher & Sarah Nesbitt/Grant & Becca Isbister 99 000

Derwin Farms Limited John & Sam Harper/Paul & Roz Derwin 99 000

In this issue

Hopefully everyone got some time off 

over the Christmas / New year period 

and had a good time. Once everything 

has got back to “normal”, routine wise 

it is a good time to evaluate the risk 

of over milking. A generally agreed on 

fi gure for what over milking is, if the 

cups are on a cow for greater than 1 

minute when milk fl ow has fi nished. If 

you have ACRs, take some time to see 

when the vacuum is cut off relative to 

when the milk fl ow slows to a “dribble” 

in the bowl. If you have a herring bone 

divide the time between the fi rst cup 

going on and the last cup coming off 

the milkers by the number of rows. This 

Zoetis Teatseal Milk Quality Awards 2019
one less farm below the 100,000 cell/

ml mark. The average BMSCC for this 

year to date is 157,000 (152,000 last 

year). Once again the two top spots are 

claimed by Dan Coles and Ben & Chole 

Smith, but we have a new name on the 

podium with Mark and Louise Jellyman 

in third place. Credits of $750, $500, 

and $250 have been given to the fi rst 

three place getters accounts.

will give a pretty good estimate of the 

time the cups are on a cow for. 95% of 

cows doing 15 litres at a milking will be 

milked out in 6 +/- 1 minute, so if your 

row times are getting up towards 8 

minutes there is likely to be over milking 

occurring. Over milking increases the 

risk of mastitis by damaging the teats. 

If milking times are not reducing after 

the peak, see if any of the following can 

be improved so the milkers spend less 

time in the shed and the cows spend 

less time on concrete and more time 

eating and lying in the sun.

  Can the front gate be opened earlier?

  What is slowing cow fl ow?

  Are people waiting for one or two 

slow milking cows in a row?

  Can the teamwork in the pit be 

improved?

Holiday 
Rosters

With people taking time off there 

will be inevitably either less people 

milking or people milking who are 

not 100% familiar with your shed 

or systems. These are risk factors 

for cows getting over milked or 

worse still Red cows getting milked 

into the vat. If there is any doubt 

that a red cow has been milked into 

the vat we can test the milk for the 

penicillin and tetracycline families 

of antibiotics. We need a sample 

from the vat (well mixed and not 

the fi rst bit that comes out of the 

tap) in a clean container. The test 

takes approx. 30 minutes to run but 

give the duty vet a ring fi rst so he 

or she can get the incubator warm 

and make sure there is someone to 

meet you at the clinic.

Aroha Te Hiko (Oamaru)  Daley Watson-Krawitz (Waimate)
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