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In this issue

Recently we 

w e l c o m e d 

Michael Lilley 

as a partner of 

The Veterinary 

C e n t r e . 

Michael, wife 

Kelly and young family are based 

in Ranfurly – where they also 

farm. Michael is looking forward to 

moving our practice forward in the 

Maniototo area. He will oversee 

the Palmerston and Ranfurly 

practices.

New Partner

The use of Restricted Veterinary 
Medicines (RVM) to both treat 
and prevent disease and enhance 
productivity can be viewed as both 
a cost and an investment. Based on 
accurate sales and production data, 
the average farm in our practice this 
season spent;

  8c/kgMS in total on all RVMs 
  2.5c/kgMS on RVMs directly 
associated with the treatment of 
disease – i.e. mastitis, endometritis, 
lameness etc.

Last year the average Systems 3-4 
farm in NZ had Farm Working Expenses 
(FWE) of $4.45/kgMS (source – Dairy 
NZ Economic Survey 15-16)
Therefore the average farm in our 
practice will be spending about 1.9% of 

Animal Health Expenditure Review
FWE on RVMs and 0.6% of FWE RVMs 
associated with treatment of disease.
A farm’s expenditure on RVMs 
associated with treatment of disease 
is a good indicator of the larger costs 
associated with disease. The actual 
cost of treatment pales in signifi cance 
when compared to the other direct 
costs of disease such as reduced milk 
production, dumped milk, increased 
culling, empties and labour. It is 
estimated that a single case of the 
following diseases have the associated 
costs;

  Mastitis – MA cows - $120
  Mastitis – Heifer - $215
  Endometritis - $200-$300
  Lame cow - $300-$700
  Non-cycling cows - $285

Over the period of the 
next two months we 
will be looking to do an 
Animal Health Expenditure 
Review with all our clients 
as part of the annual RVM 
consult. The purpose 
being to identify potential 
opportunity cost in your 
business and to identify 
areas where specifi c 
improvements can be 
made to increase your 
profi tability. 

Events for Calendar

  VETERINARY CENTRE WINTER SEMINAR – This year we have a 
reproductive and lameness focus. ‘Mat O’Sullivan, will set the scene 
with a review of what we saw last season and some of the key factors 
that contributed to a district decline in reproductive performance.
Ryan Luckman and Andrew Muir will be 
identifying the impacts of lameness and 
also preventative strategies – particularly 
around track surface and cow fl ow.
Tom Brownlie is our guest speaker. Many of you 
will know Tom as the author of the National 
Herd Fertility Study. Tom has been working 
with massive national LIC data sets and will 
offer some insights on where focus should be 
applied to improve reproductive performance.

  SPRING CALVING SEMINARS. Tuesday 4th 

July, Wednesday 5th July, and Thursday 6th 

July. Our popular ‘Spring Calving Seminars’ 

for farm staff will be held on Tuesday 4th 

July at 7 pm, at Waimate Golf Club  and both 

Wednesday 5th July and Thursday 6th July 

at Oamaru Veterinary Centre at 7 pm. Please 

contact your nearest clinic to register.

Another successful ‘Ladies Night’ 
was recently held at Lower Waitaki 
Golf Club Nic Neal presenting. (Above)
Jess McKenzie (Waimate) was captured 
discussing calf growth rates. (Below)

Selekt Cattle Pump

Remember Down cows need 

appropiate care including feed, 

fl uids, shelter and treatment as 

needed
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For the cases of mastitis that you 

do get, make sure that all your 

staff know the procedures you 

want followed, to maximise the 

cure rate and minimise the risk of 

inhibitory substances grades. We 

recommend you follow MRS T:

  M: mark the cow and quarter 

– red paint is cheap, grades 

aren’t.

  R: record the case on the white 

board or better still directly 

into Protrack or MINDA etc.

  S: separate the cow – don’t 

treat during milking, draft her 

out. Treat only after the vat 

has been disconnected.

  T: the fi nal thing to do is treat 

her.

4
th J

uly

This seminar will be held at 3-5pm on 
Tuesday 4th July at the Glenavy Hall.

Managing the risk to cows or heifers 
getting mastitis in the calving 
paddock. 

When a cow calves her defences 
are down and she is susceptible to 
infections especially mastitis. The 
majority of mastitis infections that a 
cow or heifer gets in the fi rst month 
after calving are from bugs in the 
environment rather than from bugs 
coming from other cows.  As all bugs 
that cause mastitis enter the udder 
via the teat and the vast majority of 
calving mastitis cases are caused by 
bugs from the environment, we need 
to think fi rstly about how to keep the 
teats as clean and dry as possible.

Strategies to reduce the number of 

Managing the Mastitis Risk
udders getting an infection include:

  Teat spray all teats any time a cow 
comes into the shed e.g. when 
drafting the springers

  Try to calve on good pasture covers
  Avoid known wet paddocks and 
paddocks where effl uent has been 
recently spread

  Collect calves regularly and milk the 
cow as soon as possible after calving 
especially if we have a wet spell

  If freshly calved cows are not going 
to be milked soon put them under 
the wire so they have more space 
and a clean break

  If there are two cow pats per square 
metre the calving area is likely to be 
too dirty.

was $899
incl GST

NOW $625 
incl GST



The fi rst of July has ticked over and our 
thoughts turn to getting ready for next 
calving. Soon we will welcome a new 
batch of calves, representing a huge 
fi nancial investment in the genetics of 
our herd. If you have new staff involved 
in rearing your calves this year, are you 
confi dent they can…..

  Safely stomach tube a calf to ensure 
they are getting essential colostrum 
within 12 hours?

  Safely care for and prepare your young 
calves for transport, maximising 
their welfare and meeting all the new 

requirements?
  Differentiate 

a hernia from an 
infected navel 
and know what to 
do with each?

  Spot that fi rst 
scoury calf and 
know how to 
effectively halt 
the spread of the 
bugs?

If the answer to these, or any other 
calf related questions is no, then the 
Veterinary Centre is here to help. We 
have a team of veterinarians with a 
keen interest in calf rearing, headed 
up by veterinarian Nicola Neal, who 
has nearly  10 years of large scale calf 
rearing experience. Utilising the latest 
ground breaking NZ research into calf 
health, we can provide tailored on-
farm calf rearing training for staff, or 
indivudal management level advice to 
get your sheds and systems humming. 
To get your calves off to a fl ying start 
and all your staff on the same page, 
give the Veterinary Centre a call today.

Calf Rearing Consultancy

Nicola Neal

FLEXI TUBER
$72 incl GST

Rotavirus Scours
Prevention of Rotavirus is a sound investment to 

protect your calves and their welfare. The vaccine 

Rotavec Corona is administered to the pregnant 

cow as a single shot between 3 and 12 weeks prior 

to calving. Therefore a herd should be vaccinated 

3 weeks before the PSC to cover a 9 week calving 

spread.

A second option for cows which have already been 

vaccinated in previous years with Rotavec, is to boost 

these cows with Kolibin Neo, a new vaccine from 

AgriHealth. Kolibin Neo provides protection against 

the prevalent and NZ relevant rotavirus serotypes. Kolibin Neo has sound 

trial work, can be administered 2-12 weeks prior to calving, and offers a cost 

saving when used as a booster vaccine. If Kolibin Neo is used in previously 

unvaccinated cows, the cow will need two vaccinations in her fi rst year. 

  BCS cows pre-calve
  Start Magnesium 
supplementation at least 3-4 
weeks pre-calve

  Check Trace element status if 
necessary after winter grazing 

  Rotavec vaccination is due for 
early calvers

  Consider Salmonella 
vaccination – discuss with a 
vet.

Spring 
Reminders

For many farmers when we say ‘cow transition’ they 

immediately think about the dietary change from crop to 

grass when the cows come home. In fact transition is a 

whole lot bigger than this.

In a matter of days between the period before and after 

calving a cow’s:

  energy requirements almost double

  she starts making milk

  about 30-40grams of calcium are lost through the milk 

daily

  she has a greater demand for blood glucose, which 

requires a change in metabolism

To accommodate these changes well, the cows must:

  eat more

  increase the size of the liver (to meet demands of 

increased metabolism and drive appetite)

  increase the amount of mammary tissue

  mobilise bone calcium (70% of calcium in the colostrum 

comes from the skeleton!)

  increase dietary absorption of calcium through the gut

  mobilise body tissues for extra energy (but not too much!)

When cows are transitioned poorly they are more prone to 

ketosis, mastitis, milk fever, metritis and have poorer early 

season milk production and reproductive performance.

To get optimal results from a cow, she needs to reach a BCS 

of 5.0 by 2-4 weeks before she calves. 

In the fi nal 2 weeks before calving cows should then go on 

restricted intakes to mobilise some body fat. This will pre-

condition the liver to the post-calving demands;

  Cows less than BCS 5.0 should get 100% of their total ME 

requirements (125 MJME/500kg cow)

  Cows greater than BCS 5.0 should be 85% of their total 

ME requirements (105 MJME/500kg cow)

  Accurate measurement of feed allocation and utilisation 

is essential to get this right 

Supplement with magnesium for at least 3-4 weeks before 

hand, have on at least 70% of the post-calving diet for 7-10 

days before she calves and ensure you offer high quality ab-

lib feed immediately after calving.

Your Prime Vet can organise blood testing of springer cows 

to verify if they are mobilising the optimal amount of fat. 

Desired ME intakes can be calculated and then aligned to 

optimal feed allocations.

Transition Management of Cows

Preventing Metabolic Problems
Getting magnesium supplementation right over spring is likely to have the greatest 
effect on reducing the incidence of metabolic problems.
The cow is totally dependent on what magnesium is supplied in their daily diet. The 
magnesium content of spring grass is relatively low and only a small percentage 
of this is absorbed by the cow. One of the main factors affecting availability of 
magnesium is herbage potassium levels. High pasture potassium level cause 
signifi cant decline in absorbable magnesium, particularly in spring when herbage 
magnesium is at its lowest.
Start supplementing with magnesium daily for 3-4 weeks pre-calving 
The best way to achieve the required dietary magnesium concentration pre-
calving is to add 60 grams Mag C or Mag S/cow/day into the water supply and 
dust pasture/silage with 50-70 grams Mag Oxide/cow/day as well.
If the herd is experiencing more than a 3% incidence of milk fever despite 
suffi cient magnesium supplementation then colostrum cows can receive calcium 
supplementation via lime fl our at 200g/cow/day dusted on the break. Lime fl our 
can continue to the milkers at 100g/cow/day for the fi rst 6 weeks after calving if 
required.
To avoid metabolic problems
1. Maintain adequate dry matter intakes over the springer period (85 -100% of 

requirements)
2. Supplement with suffi cient magnesium
3. Avoid grazing potassium rich effl uent paddocks with springers and colostrum 

cows
4. Avoid excess applications of potassium rich fertiliser during the months of 

June-October.
5. Blood test mature cows on day 3-4 of the colostrum period for metabolic profi le
6. Ensure that Springer cows are not overfed; particularly in September. Restricting 
to 80-90% of requirements over this period will reduce risk.

Caring for 
Bobby Calves
Just a reminder of two new 

regulations that are taking place 

on 1st August 2017.

SHELTER REQUIREMENTS 

BEFORE AND DURING 

TRANSPORTATION – require that 

suitable shelter be provided for 

young calves before and during 

transportation, and at points of 

sale or slaughter. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR LOADING 

AND UNLOADING – loading 

and unloading facilities must be 

provided when young calves are 

transported for sale or slaughter. 

This means that calves can walk 

onto and off vehicles by their own 

action. Transporters must also 

take all reasonable steps to use 

these facilities.  

For more information check out the 

Dairy NZ website or MPI website.

Rumensin 
Max Special

  50 litre drum

  $1625 plus gst

  6.5 cents + GST per daily cow 

dose

  120 days delayed charge for July 

purchases – pay Oct 2017

  Introduce to springer cows

  Proven aid in bloat control

  Increase milk protein by 40 g/

day

  Controls ketosis

  Cow condition – treated cows 

were half BCS better by mating

  Feed conversion effi ciency is 

4% better

Just a reminder of our 
free delivery service. 
Orders made before 
10am  - delivery that 
day. Orders phoned in 

after 10am – delivery the 
following day.
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