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Spring Calving Seminars. Tuesday 3rd July, Wednesday 4th July, 

Thursday 5th July. Our popular ‘Spring Calving Seminars’ for farm staff will be 

held on Tuesday 3rd and Thursday 5th at 7pm at Veterinary Centre Oamaru 

and Wednesday 4th July at 7pm at the Veterinary Centre Waimate, 128 High 

St, Waimate. Please contact your nearest clinic to register.

Dairy NZ. Events
CalvingSmart – Waimate. 

Tuesday 17th July. 10 am to 3.30 pm. Visit Dairy NZ website to register.

It provides readily 

available forms of 

both phosphorus and 

calcium for dairy cows 

at times of increased 

demand.

Calform 
Phosphorus

The use of Restricted Veterinary 
Medicines (RVM) to both treat 
and prevent disease and enhance 
productivity can be viewed as both 
a cost and an investment. Based on 
accurate sales and production data, 
the average farm in our practice this 
season spent;

  8.5c/kgMS in total on all RVMs 
  3c/kgMS on RVMs directly associated 
with the treatment of disease – i.e. 

Animal Health Expenditure Review
mastitis, endometritis, lameness etc.

Last year the average Systems 4 farm 
in NZ had Farm Working Expenses 
(FWE) of $3.88/kgMS (source – DairyNZ 
Economic Survey 16-17)
Therefore the average farm in our 
practice will be spending about 2.2% of 
FWE on RVMs and 0.8% of FWE RVMs 
associated with treatment of disease.
A farm’s expenditure on RVMs 
associated with treatment of disease 

is a good indicator of the larger costs 
associated with disease. The actual 
cost of treatment pales in signifi cance 
when compared to the other direct 
costs of disease such as reduced milk 
production, dumped milk, increased 
culling, empties and labour. It is 
estimated that a single case of the 
following diseases have the associated 
costs;

  Mastitis – MA cows - $120
  Mastitis – Heifer - $215
  Endometritis - $200-$300
  Lame cow - $300-$700
  Non-cycling cows - $285

Over the period of the next two months 
we will be looking to do an Animal 
Health Expenditure Review with all 
our clients as part of the annual RVM 
consult. The purpose being to identify 
potential opportunity cost in your 
business and to identify areas where 
specifi c improvements can be made to 
increase your profi tability. 

Getting it right in the transition period 
(2-3 weeks pre and post calving), is 
critical for the reduction of metabolic 
disease, improved early lactation 
appetite, the control of condition loss, 
increased production and subsequent 
reproductive performance.

1) OAD milking in the Colostrum 

period (and beyond)
OAD milking will positively alter the 
energy balance of the cow. Cows milked 
OAD are less likely to mobilise excessive 
condition. Cows will be in better immune 
status and recover from metritis and 
mastitis faster. The egg development in 
the ovaries are of higher quality leading 
to better fertility. Ensure milk withholds 
are complied with as instructed.

Sue’s tip – collect freshly calved cows 
from springers TAD and milk within 
12 hrs of birth. The second milking 
should occur 24-36hrs later – i.e. in 
the mornings. Cows should stay on 
OAD until “the belly is wider than the 
udder”, indicating they are eating well. 
2) Improve Calcium Status and 

Supplementation
Providing cows with magnesium and 
calcium anionic salts as springers will 
reduce much of the milk-fever risk, but 
also take away a lot of the subclinical 
issues that most cow experience on 
the 1st day of calving. Getting it right 
will reduce mastitis and increase DM 
intakes.

Sue’s tip – use transition mixes that 
contain CaS, MagS, MagCl and CaCl, for 
approx. 10-15 days pre-calving. Ready-
made pre-mixes are available at ~30c/
cow/day. These can be ordered through 
the Vet Centre.

Transition Cows Management 
Providing additional Ca on the day 
of calving may further improve 
the results. This is best given to 
the cow by either a drench with 
200g lime fl our, Ca bolus, starter 
drench, calol or bag under the skin.                                                                                                                                            

Sues tip – give this at the fi rst milking 
within 12 hrs of calving
3) Fibre to keep the rumen in top 

condition
Diets which are low in volume or fi bre 
(e.g. FB) may result in the rumen 
muscles getting out of condition. 
Sue’s tip - Feed straw or hay to springers 
to maintain rumen muscle fi tness.

4) Rumen microbial adaption
It takes 7-10 days for rumen microbes 
to change from one diet to the next. 
Rumen fermentation needs to be at 
its peak effi ciency at the time the cow 
calves

Sue’s tip – Make sure that springer 
cows are exposed to the feed that will 
be offered as colostrums and milkers. 
This may mean that they are back on 
grass and also get some grain in the 
shed, silage or PKE starting 7-10 days 
before calving. They do not necessarily 
need to be taken completely off crop. 
Feeding Rumensin will increase feed 
conversion effi ciency by more rapidly 
selecting benefi cial bacteria.
5) Protein
In late gestation the foetus is rapidly 
growing, the mammary gland is 
regenerating and large volumes of 
colostral antibodies must be produced. 
Springer cows (from 3-4 weeks pre-calve 
have an increased protein requirement. 
Defi cient cows have compromised 
immune function and production.

Sue’s tip – cows need 2.2-2.4 kg of 
Crude Protein per day. For a springer 
eating 14kgDM, this would be a total 
dietary crude protein of 17%. Soya, 
canola, peas, DDG and Italian ryegrass 
are a good source of additional protein. 
FB, straw and cereal baleages are very 
poor.
6) Springer Energy Intakes
For the last fi ve years the industry 
recommendation has been to slightly 
restrict intakes of springer cows. The 
benefi t of doing this was to prepare the 
liver for post-calving fat metabolism 
and reduce milk fever. Sue’s assertion is 
that if you can prevent milk fever (see 
above), cows will do better at higher 
intakes

Sue’s tip – springer cows should ideally 
be fed 3% of their body weight daily 
(min 2.5% - max 3.5%).
7) Early Calf Removal
Removing the calf within 12 hours 
ensures that cow bonding is reduced, 
and cows are less likely to ‘pine’ at the 
gate. The risk of mastitis is signifi cantly 
reduced by shortening the suckling 
period and the colostrum when 
harvested within 12 hours will be far 
superior to a cow that has been calved 
24hrs.

Sue’s tip – use the fact that you are 
milking the main colostrum mob just 
OAD to free up time for TAD calf and 
cow pick up.

Key Take Home Points from 
Sue Macky Seminar

New In-house Milk Culture Service & M. bovis
The decision to eradicate M. bovis 
continues with experts expecting to 
find up to 190 infected properties 
across the country. We therefore 
expect that more infected properties 
will be discovered within our district. 
Calving is about to start which brings 
the highest risk period for mastitis. 
One of the signs of M. bovis, is 
mastitis that is non-responsive to 
treatment. We recommend that prior 
to treating any case of mastitis, that 
a milk sample be collected (record 

the cow number and date on sample) 
and stored in your freezer. Most of 
these samples will require no action, 
but for those cases that don’t cure a 
culture is good practice. 
We can now get confirmation of 
culture results within a day by 
using our new in-house Mastatest 
system. This system automatically 
cultures and classifies the most 
common mastitis causing bacteria 
while subjecting them to different 
concentrations of antibiotics. 

Mastatest gives results quicker than 
we have traditionally been able to 
offer and will also give a guide to 
the most appropriate antibiotic. A 
positive culture result for a “normal” 
mastitis bug will give us confidence 
that M.bovis is not the cause of 
recurrent or non-responsive mastitis 
in your herd. (Mastatest cannot 
detect M. bovis). Please contact any 
of our Veterinary Centre branches or 
territory managers for milk sample 
collection kits.



Just a reminder of our free delivery 
service. Orders made before 10am  - 
delivery that day. Orders phoned in 
after 10am – delivery the following 
day.

Mycoplasma bovis -  timely reminders

  Request that stock trucks be washed before cow pick up from run-offs 
and disinfect crates before the fi rst load.

  Co-ordinate with other graziers using the same yards so they are not 
being used on the same day.

  If walking animals home, ensure all parties on the intended route have 
been notifi ed.

  Be vigilant for cases of multi-quarter mastitis as cows start to spring up. 
Contact your vet if concerned.

  Make sure all calves sold have a NAIT tag before leaving the property
  If selling waste or surplus red milk, please attach the sale with several 
calves. Milk is an important means of M bovis spread. Its movement cannot 
be traced unless calves from that same herd are sold with it.

  Start sourcing low risk bulls (reared from one line, virgin etc) now as this 

supply may dry up quickly

Matt O’Sullivan 
BVSc

Li� ing Downer Cows
Calving is just around the corner so 

inevitably there will be down cows. 

When you have decided to lift a down 

cow it has to be effective. Hip clamps 

are meant to assist cows to 

their feet, they aren’t for 

suspending cows in the air. 

  Firstly make sure that 

there is a reasonable 

chance the cow will stand. 

Is she bright and has a bit 

of go about her?

  Have some padding 

around the hip clamps, 

plastic rubber etc. This 

is really important when 

managing a long term 

downer. Ensure her skin 

isn’t getting damaged.

  If she is weak/ struggling in the 

front end use a strop under the 

brisket. It is good practice to use 
On the back of Sue Macky’s seminar we 

have had many enquiries about options 

and costs for calcium pre-calving and 

immediately post-calving.

Springer cows

Transition cow anionic salts – these 

contain CaCl, CaS, MagC, MagS plus 

rumensin. The total dose is high (~ 

270g/cow/day). Feed ideally for 10-

15 days pre-calving. Best mixed with 

silage. Cannot be used through a dos-

Calcium Supplementation Options for 
Springers and Freshly Calved Cows

Form Trade name Cost Pros/Cons

Injectable CBG Calpro375 ~$13/bag Easy to give/but 

expensive

Calcium Bolus Transition 

Calcium Bolus

$10.80 plus GST

(special price till 

21st July)

Requires oral 

administration

Protected CaCl 

oral solutions

Calol/ Calform ~$12/bottle /Requires oral 

administration

Starter Drench Calstart From $6.80/1 L 

dose

/Requires oral 

administration

Lime Flour Calcimate 5c/200g Cheap/Oral 

drench - messy

Calcium Enriched 

Molasses

Calcimol – 50g 

Ca/L

30c/L plus GST Self-help/need to 

ingest 1L 

a-tron. Cost is approx 30c/cow day.  

Custom blends can have additional 

mixes of trace minerals and/or DDG 

added to enhance palatability. Contact 

your territory manager for pricing and/

or customisation.

Freshly Calved Cows

The aim is to get about 40g of elemental 

calcium into the cow immediately post-

calving. This is often at a time when 

appetites are not high so voluntary 

calcium supplement intake is low. 

Successful administration in most cases 

requires handling of the cow.

Product of 
the Month

$10.80 plus GST

this anyway. See diagram 

  If she refuses to stand, stop 

straight away. Check your 

diagnosis, or get help 

Waimate 0800 VET 999 

Oamaru 0800 VET 111

  Keep hip clamps on for a 

maximum of 10 minutes. If she 

has her feet on the ground 

but not fully weight bearing 

keep going for a maximum of 5 

minutes then stop.

  Whenever cows are in 

hip clamps they must be 

supervised.

  Correct placement of hip 

lifters and brisket strapCorrect placement of hip lifters and brisket strap

Why use potassium sorbate’ and ‘Mixing 

Rates’ – which is 2 tables

Caring for 
Bobby Calves
Just a reminder of two new 

regulations that are taking place 

on 1st August 2017.

SHELTER REQUIREMENTS 

BEFORE AND DURING 

TRANSPORTATION – require that 

suitable shelter be provided for 

young calves before and during 

transportation, and at points of 

sale or slaughter. 

REQUIREMENTS FOR LOADING 

AND UNLOADING – loading 

and unloading facilities must be 

provided when young calves are 

transported for sale or slaughter. 

This means that calves can walk 

onto and off vehicles by their own 

action. Transporters must also 

take all reasonable steps to use 

these facilities.  

For more information check out the 

Dairy NZ website or MPI website.  BCS cows pre-calve
  Start Magnesium 
supplementation at least 3-4 
weeks pre-calve

  Check Trace element status if 
necessary after winter grazing 

  Rotavec vaccination is due for 
early calvers

  Consider Salmonella 
vaccination – discuss with a 
vet.

Spring 
Reminders

Why Use Potassium Sorbate?
Potassium sorbate can inhibit the growth of bacteria in colostrum and milk 

stored for feeding to young calves.

Colostrum preserved with potassium sorbate can be stored either refrigerated 

(4°C) or at room temperature.

Potassium sorbate Water

50 grams 100 mL 

500 grams1  L

1 kg 2 L

5 kg 10 L

Use the 50% solution of 
potassium sorbate mix Colostrum

100 mL 10 L

1 L 100 L

2 L 200 L

10 ,000 L

Mixing Rates

1. Make 50% solution potassium sorbate mix 2. Potassium sorbate mix into colostrum
Add potassium sorbate to water, and stir

L 1
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The use of Restricted Veterinary 
Medicines (RVM) to both treat 
and prevent disease and enhance 
productivity can be viewed as both 
a cost and an investment. Based on 
accurate sales and production data, 
the average farm in our practice this 
season spent;

  8.5c/kgMS in total on all RVMs 
  3c/kgMS on RVMs directly associated 
with the treatment of disease – i.e. 

Animal Health Expenditure Review
mastitis, endometritis, lameness etc.

Last year the average Systems 4 farm 
in NZ had Farm Working Expenses 
(FWE) of $3.88/kgMS (source – DairyNZ 
Economic Survey 16-17)
Therefore the average farm in our 
practice will be spending about 2.2% of 
FWE on RVMs and 0.8% of FWE RVMs 
associated with treatment of disease.
A farm’s expenditure on RVMs 
associated with treatment of disease 

is a good indicator of the larger costs 
associated with disease. The actual 
cost of treatment pales in signifi cance 
when compared to the other direct 
costs of disease such as reduced milk 
production, dumped milk, increased 
culling, empties and labour. It is 
estimated that a single case of the 
following diseases have the associated 
costs;

  Mastitis – MA cows - $120
  Mastitis – Heifer - $215
  Endometritis - $200-$300
  Lame cow - $300-$700
  Non-cycling cows - $285

Over the period of the next two months 
we will be looking to do an Animal 
Health Expenditure Review with all 
our clients as part of the annual RVM 
consult. The purpose being to identify 
potential opportunity cost in your 
business and to identify areas where 
specifi c improvements can be made to 
increase your profi tability. 
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reproductive performance.
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mastitis faster. The egg development in 
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to better fertility. Ensure milk withholds 
are complied with as instructed.

Sue’s tip – collect freshly calved cows 
from springers TAD and milk within 
12 hrs of birth. The second milking 
should occur 24-36hrs later – i.e. in 
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OAD until “the belly is wider than the 
udder”, indicating they are eating well. 
2) Improve Calcium Status and 

Supplementation
Providing cows with magnesium and 
calcium anionic salts as springers will 
reduce much of the milk-fever risk, but 
also take away a lot of the subclinical 
issues that most cow experience on 
the 1st day of calving. Getting it right 
will reduce mastitis and increase DM 
intakes.

Sue’s tip – use transition mixes that 
contain CaS, MagS, MagCl and CaCl, for 
approx. 10-15 days pre-calving. Ready-
made pre-mixes are available at ~30c/
cow/day. These can be ordered through 
the Vet Centre.
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to change from one diet to the next. 
Rumen fermentation needs to be at 
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calves
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grass and also get some grain in the 
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need to be taken completely off crop. 
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In late gestation the foetus is rapidly 
growing, the mammary gland is 
regenerating and large volumes of 
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have an increased protein requirement. 
Defi cient cows have compromised 
immune function and production.

Sue’s tip – cows need 2.2-2.4 kg of 
Crude Protein per day. For a springer 
eating 14kgDM, this would be a total 
dietary crude protein of 17%. Soya, 
canola, peas, DDG and Italian ryegrass 
are a good source of additional protein. 
FB, straw and cereal baleages are very 
poor.
6) Springer Energy Intakes
For the last fi ve years the industry 
recommendation has been to slightly 
restrict intakes of springer cows. The 
benefi t of doing this was to prepare the 
liver for post-calving fat metabolism 
and reduce milk fever. Sue’s assertion is 
that if you can prevent milk fever (see 
above), cows will do better at higher 
intakes

Sue’s tip – springer cows should ideally 
be fed 3% of their body weight daily 
(min 2.5% - max 3.5%).
7) Early Calf Removal
Removing the calf within 12 hours 
ensures that cow bonding is reduced, 
and cows are less likely to ‘pine’ at the 
gate. The risk of mastitis is signifi cantly 
reduced by shortening the suckling 
period and the colostrum when 
harvested within 12 hours will be far 
superior to a cow that has been calved 
24hrs.

Sue’s tip – use the fact that you are 
milking the main colostrum mob just 
OAD to free up time for TAD calf and 
cow pick up.

Key Take Home Points from 
Sue Macky Seminar

New In-house Milk Culture Service & M. bovis
The decision to eradicate M. bovis 
continues with experts expecting to 
find up to 190 infected properties 
across the country. We therefore 
expect that more infected properties 
will be discovered within our district. 
Calving is about to start which brings 
the highest risk period for mastitis. 
One of the signs of M. bovis, is 
mastitis that is non-responsive to 
treatment. We recommend that prior 
to treating any case of mastitis, that 
a milk sample be collected (record 

the cow number and date on sample) 
and stored in your freezer. Most of 
these samples will require no action, 
but for those cases that don’t cure a 
culture is good practice. 
We can now get confirmation of 
culture results within a day by 
using our new in-house Mastatest 
system. This system automatically 
cultures and classifies the most 
common mastitis causing bacteria 
while subjecting them to different 
concentrations of antibiotics. 

Mastatest gives results quicker than 
we have traditionally been able to 
offer and will also give a guide to 
the most appropriate antibiotic. A 
positive culture result for a “normal” 
mastitis bug will give us confidence 
that M.bovis is not the cause of 
recurrent or non-responsive mastitis 
in your herd. (Mastatest cannot 
detect M. bovis). Please contact any 
of our Veterinary Centre branches or 
territory managers for milk sample 
collection kits.


