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In this issue

  Ladies Night 2015. “Stepping Up in Style this Spring”. Lower Waitaki Golf Course, Tuesday 16th June, at 7pm

  Welfare Matters (Dairy NZ). Thursday  18th June, 11am to 1pm, Oamaru Veterinary Centre. Friday 19th June 11am-
1pm, Upstairs Lounge, Waimate Community Centre (135 Queen St).  Register via the Dairy NZ website, email ryan@
vet111.co.nz or phone 0800 VET 999

  Veterinary Centre Winter Seminar “Technical Tips for Spring”, Glenavy Hall 3pm, Tuesday 7th July. This seminar 
will be a number of short presentations on practical and preventative strategies for your dairy farm, bearing in mind 
tight economic times. It will be aimed at Farm Managers and Herd Managers.

  Spring Calving Seminars Monday 6th July, Wednesday 8th July, Thursday 9th July. Our popular ‘Spring Calving 
Seminars’ for farm staff will be held on Monday and Wednesday at Oamaru Veterinary Centre at 7pm, and Thursday 
will be at Waimate Golf Course at 7pm
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If signifi cant BCS gain is required over 

the dry period be realistic about what 

you need to feed your cows. As little 

body condition can be gained in the last 

month of gestation, feed maximally in 

the month of June to try and maximise 

this gain.

A cow putting on 1 BCS in the month 

of June will require ~7kgDM/day 

above maintenance and pregnancy 

requirements compared to a cow 

already at target.

  For every BCS below a 5 at point of 

calving, cows will tend to produce 12-

20kg of MS less for the season.

  For every BCS below a 5 at point 

of calving cows will tend to take an 

additional 10 days to resume cycling.

  Cows which do not have a pre-mate 

heat will have 10% lower conception 

rates when fi nally mated. 

  The target BCS for an individual cow 

at point of calving is 5.0-5.5. This is 

an extremely good looking cow. Her 

pin bones are no longer visible (at 

all!), the rump is fi lled in, the hips are 

rounded, the spine is not visible (at 

all!), the short ribs are rounded and 

the long ribs are not visible (at all!!).

  It is thought that a large proportion 

of cows in New Zealand calve below 

target BCS.

  Train the heifers to the shed at least once but preferably 2 or 3 times prior to sealing.

  Molasses or grain fed in the shed will help relax animals.

  If in a Rotary you may need some one in the centre to get the heifers to move towards the back of the bail.

  If in a herring bone, if part of a row is lined up and is happy don’t argue with heifers to get a full row.

  Scrub the teats until the small “button” covering the teat orifi ce comes off – this will make fi nding the orifi ce easier and 

ensure it is clean.

  Be patient and quiet – it is quite possible to do 80 an hour with calm heifers and people, but it becomes a battle if people 

get frustrated.

  Consider splitting the large mobs in two so it does not become a marathon.

  We can provide you with assistance if you require it. We will need to know in advance to manage our staffi ng so please 

book in early.

Tips for Teatsealing heifers through your shed

Brassicas, oats, Italian ryegrass and 

fodder beet have all been incriminated 

in nitrate poisoning but the most 

notorious is rape.

Nitrate is absorbed from soil via the 

roots and into the stem. In optimal 

growing conditions nitrate is converted 

to amino acids and proteins within 

the leaf. Therefore any conditions 

which limit this process occurring may 

cause nitrate build up in the root and 

stem. Examples are overcast, low light 

conditions, cold weather - particularly 

frosts and leaf damage from hail, 

herbicides, disease or break outs.

Nitrogen fertilisers will obviously lead 

to an increase in nitrate uptake, but 

extended dry periods can also cause 

nitrogen to accumulate in the soil; these 

Nitrate Poisoning on Crops

are rapidly absorbed once a drought is 

broken.

When ingested at low levels nitrate is 

converted to nitrite in the rumen (10 

times more toxic than nitrate), this is 

then converted to harmless ammonia. 

If large quantities are ingested rapidly, 

nitrite may be absorbed into the blood 

faster than it can be detoxifi ed.

Regular monitoring of crop nitrate levels 

can help avoid disasters occurring. If 

nitrate risk is moderate, ensure that 

stock are never shifted onto the crop 

hungry. Feed other supplement fi rst.

If crop is frozen/frosted, wait 1-2 hours 

after the thaw has occurred before 

shifting stock. This will allow nitrate 

levels to reduce in the plant and better 

enable detoxifi cation in the rumen.

Effects of nitrate are usually seen 1-2 

hours after introduction onto new 

break. Animals may appear sluggish 

with increased respiratory effort. Rapid 

treatment by our vets will result in 

quick recovery.

TEST YOUR CROPS
We have had a lot of very high nitrate levels with the recent dry weather,

 especially in rape, kale and oats.

Veterinary Centre 
“Sharpest Community” Quiz Nights
Where When Time Venue

Palmerston Wed June 17 5-7pm Ardleigh Golf Club

Ranfurly Fri June 19 5-7pm Lion Hotel

Waimate Tues June 23 5-7 pm Waimate Golf Club

Oamaru Thurs June 25 5-7 pm Lower Waitaki Golf Club 

Kurow/Omarama Wed July 8 5-7 pm Kurow Golf Club



Calf Health and Management

In tight fi nancial times, effi ciency in 

your calf rearing operation is more 

important than ever. The Veterinary 

centre can offer a full range of calf 

health and management advice to 

streamline your operation.

Dairy vet and experienced calf rearer 

Nicola Neal can assist with the design 

and set up of your calf rearing operation, 

offering practical on-farm tips, backed 

up by relevant scientifi c research. The 

service can be tailored to your individual 

farm and could include on farm training 

of calf rearing staff, developing quality 

Rotavirus Scours
Rotavirus is the most common cause of infectious diarrhoea in young 

neonatal calves. It is spread from calf to calf via faeces which contaminate 

the calf pen. One infected calf can produce enough virus particles to 

infect another million calves!

In an ideal world where hygiene is perfect, calf sheds are always warm, 

dry and draft free, pens are not overcrowded and every calf receives 

adequate colostrum, rotavirus would not be a problem.

However in the real world of large herds, wet springs, damp sheds, poor 

colostral transfer and overstretched staff it can be a ticking time bomb.

Prevention is a sound option to protect your investment in your calves 

and their welfare. The vaccine ‘Rotavec Corona’ is administered to the 

pregnant cow as a single shot between 3 and 12 weeks prior to calving. 

Therefore a herd should be vaccinated 3 weeks before PSC to cover a 

9 week calving spread. 

The immune response 

in the cow then results 

in high levels of 

rotavirus antibodies in 

colostrum which are 

then passed on to the 

newborn calf, either by 

suckling or by being 

supplemented with 

colostrum.

During the winter, we will contact 

you to complete your RVM consult. 

These consults are part of the 

regulatory requirements for your 

supply of milk.

It also  provides an opportunity to 

discuss: current drug usage, what 

newer products are available and 

to also aid in the development of 

procedures and programs to suit 

your farm system.

A forward allocation of drugs for 

your farm can be made for the 

following 12 month period. This 

means no further prescription fee 

at point of sale will be ascribed and 

most importantly will allow us to 

identify excessive usage.

RVM consultations aid in the 

development of procedures, 

and programs to suit your farm 

system, and to benchmark your 

expenditure against other farms.

Restricted 
Veterinary 
Medicines 
Consult

Fodder beet is now becoming the 

mainstay crop for wintering cows in 

our area. Many cows have been pre-

transitioned onto this crop while on the 

milking platform but some of you will 

be putting cows on the crop for the fi rst 

time at the start of June. Follow these 

steps to avoid hassles.
  Measure your yield accurately – once 

you know the yield/ha (i.e. 25 tonne/ha 

crop), you can calculate your yield per 

square (two rows per metre square) 

and yield per linear row metre this 

would by 2.5kgDM/m2 and 1.25kgDM/

linear row metre respectively.

  Allow at least 1 linear metre/cow at the 

crop face and at least 5m2 of turning 

room in the fi rst break.

  Either drop wires on the permanent 

fence in the fi rst break to allow a 

bigger area or scrape bulbs with a 

front end loader (and feed in paddock 

or stock pile) to create a headland.

  Best to calculate allocation in linear 

metres to be fed - i.e. if offering 3kg a 

cow from a 30 tonne crop this would 

be 2 linear metres or 1 square metre/

cow. To be accurate you will have to 

offer part rows – i.e. your live strand 

will have a dog leg in it at some point.

  Cows will comfortably graze 18inches 

under a single strand wire. Make sure 

that the wire sits back 12 inches from 

the row you are looking to graze. It 

must be very high voltage!

  Always feed your supplement or grass 

fi rst and give a gap of 2hrs before 

shifting onto break. Cows must get 

a minimum of 2kgDM of “something 

chewy” in their diet. This may be 

either straw, balage, silage or grass 

and must be maintained through the 

whole period while on fodder beet.

  For the fi rst couple of days, drive over 

bulbs with tractor tyres or roller to 

break up bulbs to get cows eating it.

  Start at 1kgDM/day and increase 

intakes by 1kgDM every second day 

until fully transitioned (7kgDM). This 

takes a minimum of 14 day. Once cows 

have reached intakes of 7kgDM FB 

they are unlikely to suffer acidosis but 

further intakes up to 10-11kgDM total 

(ad-lib) must still occur at 1kg every 

second day.

  If you are going to get acidosis this will 

tend to occur at days 7-10!! It is critical 

to remain restrained with allocation 

over this time. Do not let beet bulbs 

accumulate while still shifting breaks 

forward.

  Once cows have got above 10kgDM 

day and looking to ad-lib feed there 

should by 20-25% of beet left from 

the previous day when shifting wire 

and about 5% from the previous day 

Fodder Beet Over the Dry Period
before that. Cow will always eventually 

clean this up. This is the true defi nition 

of ad-lib on beet.

  With a high ME and utilisation at around 

95%, condition gain on fodder beet can 

be rapid. Monitor cow condition (BCS) 

to avoid them becoming over-fat as 

this can predispose them to metabolic 

diseases in the spring. Ensure you are 

not feeding more than required!

Honours Board for BMSCC 
for the 2014/15 season
The average BMSCC for the season to May 26th has been worked through. 25 

farms had a BMSCC below 90,000. This is up from 16 farms last season – well 

done!

Farmer Manager Farm Average 
BMSSC

BMSSC 
Rank

Andrew McFarlane John Wood Mairos Dairy 53 1/184

Ed Finlay Andrew Flag Farms 61 2/184

John Williams J.L.O 66 3/184

Mike O’Connor Chris O’Mally Ronnoco 68 4/184

Quintin Paul Nicole Bevin Hinemoa 69 5/184

Karl Guy South Farm 71 6/184

Hamish Winter Lynburn 71 6/184

Hugh Le Fleming Kerry Burt Willowbridge 71 6/184

Legg Family David Legg Seamist 74 9/184

Grant and Nic Neal Shalloch 74 9/184

Craigmore Hadley Bird Clydesdale 76 11/184

Karl Guy North farm 76 11/184

Doug Hodder Shaun Kelson Belvue Downs 77 13/184

Greg Paul Nathan Sheppard Uretane 78 13/184

Hugh Le Fleming Russell Pirika Le Emari 79 15/184

Alan Gibson Stu Carline Springdale 79 15/184

Karl Haywood FourSeasons 82 17/184

Gerald Meyer The Team! 84 18/184

Ross Robertson Craig Friel Waitahanui 84 18/184

Dave Ellis Aaron Clark Arno 85 20/184

Simon Laming/Pat Finlay Ricky Hutchinson Providence 85 20/184

Des Conlan Richard Powell Duntroon Farm 86 22/184

Zanus Sceglinkas Sunrise - DHL 87 23/184

Doug Hodder Mark and Allan Hodder Farms 87 23/184

Bruce Murphy Brendan Lane Murphy Farms #4 89 25/184

Calculated Minerals 
For Cows (CMC’s)
The Veterinary Centre ‘standard blend’ mix of CMC’s 

comes in a 25kg bag and with a dose rate of 2.5gm/

cow/day, is 2.2c/cow/day. There are 10,000 doses 

per bag. It contains copper, zinc, cobalt, iodine and 

selenium.  CMC’s are an ideal way to supplement 

cows during the dry period, as they can be dispensed 

through a Peta dispenser. 

For farmers who have had high liver coppers 

diagnosed, or are feeding diets high in copper ie 

Palm Kernel, we also have a ‘Palm Kernel Mix’ that 

has no added copper. Contact one of your Blue Cross 

veterinarians to discuss this further if needed.

assurance programmes for when you 

can’t be there to supervise, developing 

calf health plans and making the most 

of your facilities.  Don’t wait for a 

problem to develop when you haven’t 

got time to deal with it, call now to book 

a time to review your calf shed system.  
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