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Most cows are now dried off and many 

will have left but this year many have 

stayed at home. The fi rst two weeks 

after drying off are when the udder is 

at high risk of getting a new infection. 

The teat plug has not fully formed 

and the secretion has not changed to 

a dry cow secretion.  Watch your cows 

closely for the fi rst 4 weeks of the 

dry period for uneven swelling of the 

udder – this will invariably be due to 

mastitis. Mastitis in the dry period can 

kill cows so be vigilant as cows walk on 

or off trucks or through a gate. Cows 

with mastitis might be lame due to a 

swollen painful quarter or may be sick, 

so check the udder of any sick cow – 

not all sick cows on fodderbeet have 

acidosis. Treatment of mastitis cases 

during the dry period is the same as 

during lactation but don’t use oxytocin 

or strip the uninfected quarters as 

you will remove the teat plugs from 

the good quarters. Use a full course of 

intra mammary tubes or injections. At 

the end of the course do not retreat 

any quarter with any antibiotic dry cow 

as the risk of an inhibitory substance 

grade is very real.

Treating Dry Cow Mastitis

  LADIES DAY 2016.  ‘Roll up your Sleeves Day’ Wednesday 8th June 2016 from 10am - 2pm (lunch provided) at  
“Shalloch” Dairy Farm, Peebles Siding Road Papakaio (Fonterra Supply No. 36254), Hosted by Sharemilkers Grant and 
Nicola Neal.

  ‘Bobby Calf Focus’ – What Owners and Managers need to Know.’ Dairy NZ. Oamaru 14th June, Waimate 15th June, 

Timaru 16th June. Register now at dairynz.co.nz/bobbyfocus

  Veterinary Centre Winter Seminar ‘Technical Tips for Spring’. Lower Waitaki Golf Club 3 pm, Thursday 7th July. 

This seminar will be a number of short presentations on practical and preventative strategies for your dairy farm. It 

will be  aimed at Farm Managers and Herd Managers.

  Spring Calving Seminars. Tuesday 5th July, Wednesday 6th July and Thursday 7th July. Our popular ‘Spring Calving 

Seminars’ for farm staff will be held on Tuesday 5th July at 7pm, at Waimate Golf Club and  both Wednesday 6th July 

and Thursday 7th July at Oamaru Veterinary Centre at 7 pm. Please contact your nearest clinic to register.
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Herd Health Manager
We are soon to launch Herd Health 

Manager into the practice. Herd Health 

Manager is designed to help your farm 

team manage all aspects of planned 

farm animal health.

Herd Health Manager offers easily 

customised activity templates based 

on key dates, to assist with quickly 

building a calendar of activities 

related to animal health and tailoring 

to individual farm requirements in 

conjunction with the vet, farm owner 

or manager.

With Herd Vision Health Manager you 

can:

  Identify all potential health activities 

on your farm’s calendar and get 

reminders via text or email or 

receive proactive phone calls prior 

to events.

  Separate Plans can be set up for 

run-off managers for young stock 

dates and events

  Future events (e.g. Trace mineral 

testing or staff training) can also 

be lodged with the practice and 

reconfi rmed at later dates if still 

applicable.

Only a nominal charge for this service 

will be applicable for the 2016/17 

season for farms which wishing to 

enrol. Please contact your Prime Vet 

for further details or to book in a 

consultation.

Timely reminder
We continue to see sporadic and 

herd outbreaks of Salmonella. 

Contact your Prime Vet for advice 

on a vaccination programme suited 

to your farming operation. 

TEST YOUR CROPS
We have had a lot of very high nitrate levels with the recent dry weather,

 especially in rape, kale and oats.

The use of Restricted Veterinary 

Medicines (RVM) to both treat 

and prevent disease and enhance 

productivity can be viewed as both 

a cost and an investment. Based on 

accurate sales and production data, 

the average farm in our practice this 

season spent;

  8c/kgMS in total on all RVMs 

  2.5c/kgMS on RVMs directly 

associated with the treatment of 

disease – i.e. mastitis, endometritis, 

lameness etc.

Animal Health Expenditure Review
Last year the average Systems 3-4 

farm in NZ had Farm Working Expenses 

(FWE) of $4.10/kgMS (source – DairyNZ 

Economic Survey 14-15)

Therefore the average farm in our 

practice will be spending about 1.9% of 

FWE on RVMs and 0.6% of FWE RVMs 

associated with treatment of disease.

A farm’s expenditure on RVMs 

associated with treatment of disease 

is a good indicator of the larger costs 

associated with disease. The actual 

cost of treatment pales in signifi cance 

when compared to the other direct 

costs of disease such as reduced milk 

production, dumped milk, increased 

culling, empties and labour. It is 

estimated that a single case of the 

following diseases have the associated 

costs;

  Mastitis – MA cows - $120

  Mastitis – Heifer - $215

  Endometritis - $200-$300

  Lame cow - $300-$700

  Non-cycling cows - $285

Over the period of the next two months 

we will be looking to do an Animal 

Health Expenditure Review with all 

our clients as part of the annual RVM 

consult. The purpose being to identify 

potential opportunity cost in your 

business and to identify areas where 

specifi c improvements can be made to 

increase your profi tability. 



Rotavirus Scours
Now is the time to start considering the protection of this season’s calves 

against Rotavirus scours. As we know, Rotavirus is the most common 

cause of infectious diarrhoea in young neonatal calves – and is easily 

spread from calf to calf by contaminated faeces in the calf pen. Successful 

calf rearing can be a real challenge, especially in the large herd situation. 

Overcrowding in sheds, especially in wet/cold weather, damp sheds, poor 

colostral transfer and overstretched staff can allow an environment for 

the proliferation of bugs that cause infectious diarrhoea ie Rotavirus, 

Salmonella, coccidia.

Prevention of Rotavirus is a sound investment to protect your calves 

and their welfare. The vaccine Rotavec Corona is administered to the 

pregnant cow as a single shot between 3 and 12 weeks prior to calving. 

Therefore a herd should be vaccinated 3 weeks before the PSC to cover a 

9 week calving spread.

A second option for cows which have already been vaccinated in previous 

years with Rotavec, is to boost these cows with Kolibin Neo, a new vaccine 

from AgriHealth. Kolibin Neo provides protection against the prevalent 

and NZ relevant rotavirus serotypes. Kolibin Neo has sound trial work, can 

be administered 2-12 weeks prior to calving, and offers a cost saving when 

used as a booster vaccine. 

If Kolibin Neo is used in 

previously unvaccinated 

cows, the cow will need two 

vaccinations in her fi rst 

year. Therefore the net cost 

in year one, is slightly more 

than a single vaccination of 

Rotavec.

Calf Health and Management
In tight fi nancial times, effi ciency in 

your calf rearing operation is more 

important than ever. The Veterinary 

Centre can offer a full range of calf 

health and management advice to 

streamline your operation.

The Veterinary Centre has a team of 

experienced vets with a strong interest 

in calf rearing systems. They can 

assist with design of your calf rearing 

operation, offering practical on-farm 

tips, backed up by relevant scientifi c 

research. The service can be tailored 

Calculated 
Minerals For 
Cows (CMC’s)
The Veterinary Centre has 5 trace 

element preparations designed for 

our area. There is a range of mixes 

available depending on your farm 

system, what ration you feed your 

cows ie Palm Kernel, and in this 

environment  - your budget. The 

Veterinary Centre ‘standard blend’ 

mix of CMC’s comes in a 25kg bag 

and with a dose rate of 2.5 gm/cow/

day, is 1.89 c/cow/day (which includes 

seasonal discount). There are 10,000 

doses per bag. It contains copper, 

zinc, cobalt, iodine and selenium.  

CMC’s are an ideal way to supplement 

cows during the dry period, as they 

can be dispensed through a Peta 

dispenser. 

For farmers who have had high liver 

coppers diagnosed, or are feeding 

diets high in copper ie Palm Kernel, 

we also have a ‘Palm Kernel Mix’ that 

has no added copper. Contact one 

of your Blue Cross veterinarians to 

discuss this further if needed.

Fodder beet is now becoming the 

mainstay crop for wintering cows in 

our area. Many cows have been pre-

transitioned onto this crop while on the 

milking platform but some of you will 

be putting cows on the crop for the fi rst 

time at the start of June. Follow these 

steps to avoid hassles.
  Measure your yield accurately – once 

you know the yield/ha (i.e. 25 tonne/ha 

crop), you can calculate your yield per 

square (two rows per metre square) 

and yield per linear row metre this 

would by 2.5kgDM/m2 and 1.25kgDM/

linear row metre respectively.

  Allow at least 1 linear metre/cow at the 

crop face and at least 5m2 of turning 

room in the fi rst break.

  Either drop wires on the permanent 

fence in the fi rst break to allow a 

bigger area or scrape bulbs with a 

front end loader (and feed in paddock 

or stock pile) to create a headland.

  Best to calculate allocation in linear 

metres to be fed - i.e. if offering 3kg a 

cow from a 30 tonne crop this would 

be 2 linear metres or 1 square metre/

cow. To be accurate you will have to 

offer part rows – i.e. your live strand 

will have a dog leg in it at some point.

  Cows will comfortably graze 18inches 

under a single strand wire. Make sure 

that the wire sits back 12 inches from 

the row you are looking to graze. It 

must be very high voltage!

  Always feed your supplement or grass 

fi rst and give a gap of 2hrs before 

shifting onto break. Cows must get 

a minimum of 2kgDM of “something 

chewy” in their diet. This may be 

either straw, balage, silage or grass 

and must be maintained through the 

whole period while on fodder beet.

  For the fi rst couple of days, drive over 

bulbs with tractor tyres or roller to 

break up bulbs to get cows eating it.

  Start at 1kgDM/day and increase 

intakes by 1kgDM every second day 

until fully transitioned (7kgDM). This 

takes a minimum of 14 day. Once cows 

have reached intakes of 7kgDM FB 

they are unlikely to suffer acidosis but 

further intakes up to 10-11kgDM total 

(ad-lib) must still occur at 1kg every 

second day.

  If you are going to get acidosis this will 

tend to occur at days 7-10!! It is critical 

to remain restrained with allocation 

over this time. Do not let beet bulbs 

accumulate while still shifting breaks 

forward.

  Once cows have got above 10kgDM 

day and looking to ad-lib feed there 

should by 20-25% of beet left from 

the previous day when shifting wire 

and about 5% from the previous day 

before that. Cow will always eventually 

clean this up. This is the true defi nition 

of ad-lib on beet.

  With a high ME and utilisation at around 

95%, condition gain on fodder beet can 

be rapid. Monitor cow condition (BCS) 

to avoid them becoming over-fat as 

this can predispose them to metabolic 

diseases in the spring. Ensure you are 

not feeding more than required!

Fodder Beet Over the Dry Period

to your individual farm and could 

include on farm training of calf rearing 

staff, developing quality assurance 

programmes for when you can’t be 

there to supervise, developing calf 

health plans and making the most of 

your facilities.  Don’t wait for a problem 

to develop when you haven’t got time 

to deal with it, call now to book a time 

to review your calf shed system.  

There is a lot of information coming out 

of DairyNZ now to say that having cows 

over a condition score of 5.0 at calving 

has a major negative impact on cows 

cycling/ conception rates/ metabolics/ 

endometritis etc. 

DairyNZ are also now recommending 

putting cows into a mild negative 

energy balance 2-3 weeks pre-calve 

- this gets the cow mobilising a bit 

of fat and ensures that the liver can 

actually process the fat that will be 

mobilised post-calving (when all cows 

face a negative energy balance). The 

science shows that cows fed at 90% 

of maintenance over this period have 

lower NEFA levels, and subsequently 

improved fertility and uterine health, 

and a lower incidence of metabolics. 

This year we have tweaked our 

Winter Body Condition Scoring 

packages in line with the new DairyNZ 

recommendations. At the start of 

winter, farms signed up to this package 

are aiming to create Winter Mobs in 

tighter condition bands (to help achieve 

Aim 1). This allows us to condition score 

each mob at the start of Winter and 

calculate daily energy requirements 

to reach targets by 3 weeks prior to 

calving (at which point they can be put 

on 90% of maintenance). From there we 

can check to see whether your intended 

feeding levels will reach (or overshoot) 

the mark. 

We have developed a spreadsheet to 

enable this to be done in real time on 

farm at the time of scoring, as well as 

outputting some easy to read reports 

which will include the break sizes for 

the feeding levels that you decide 

upon. We have already carried out 

some individual scoring for some herds 

where overfat cows are an issue – some 

of these herds will have 150+ cows 

being fed maintenance (or less) for the 

duration of Winter, saving a signifi cant 

amount of feed that can instead be 

preferentially fed to lighter cows. 

If you are interested in this package 

please contact the clinic ASAP to 

organise a BCS and feeding analysis. 

We currently have over 30 farms signed 

up, so any more will be on a fi rst serve 

BCS Programme over Winter - Ryan Luckman, Waimate

basis. The basic outline of visits would 

be;

  Dry-off - cows allocated into mobs, 

preferably on a condition basis

  Early June - BCS each Wintering 

Mob and calculate MJME energy 

requirements. Assess whether the 

intended feed budget will reach 

these targets. (Preferably adjust to 

reach the target)

  Late June - reBCS and reassess 

requirements (check they’re on track 

- fat cows may need a reduction in 

feeding levels at this point)

  Mid July - split into calving groups, 

reBCS and feed based on DairyNZ 

recommendations 

www.vet111.co.nz
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Manager into the practice. Herd Health 

Manager is designed to help your farm 

team manage all aspects of planned 
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to individual farm requirements in 
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can:
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associated with treatment of disease 

is a good indicator of the larger costs 

associated with disease. The actual 

cost of treatment pales in signifi cance 

when compared to the other direct 

costs of disease such as reduced milk 

production, dumped milk, increased 

culling, empties and labour. It is 

estimated that a single case of the 

following diseases have the associated 

costs;

  Mastitis – MA cows - $120

  Mastitis – Heifer - $215

  Endometritis - $200-$300

  Lame cow - $300-$700

  Non-cycling cows - $285

Over the period of the next two months 

we will be looking to do an Animal 

Health Expenditure Review with all 

our clients as part of the annual RVM 

consult. The purpose being to identify 

potential opportunity cost in your 

business and to identify areas where 

specifi c improvements can be made to 

increase your profi tability. 


