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Events for Calendar
Winter Dairy Seminars. Well known Waikato based 

dairy consultant, Dr Sue Macky, will be our guest speaker. Sue  

Macky is a veterinarian who has worked worldwide with high 

performing dairy farmers. Sue has spent a total of nearly 10 

years living and working in the US, UK and Europe. Sue has 

particular expertise in the management of high producing dairy 

cows, the adaptations of the principles of Total Mixed Rations (T.M.R) to 

pasture based systems, dairy genetics, and the comfort, health and welfare of 

modern dairy cows.

Topics covered:

1. Transition management – how best to set up and manage cows (with 

reference to cows winter FB) in the springer/early lactation period to:

• Minimise milk fever – with reference to macro mineral supplement regimes

• Potentiate immune function and reduce disease (mastitis and metritis)

• Reduce the risk of ketosis and minimise condition loss post calving – the role 

of OAD milking of colostrums and monensin

• Increase cow appetite post-calving to drive 

early season production

• Enhance oocyte (egg) quality in ovaries and 

promote earlier resumption of oestrus – 

thereby increasing herd fertility

2. Factors important in manipulating the Fat 

Evaluation Index - with reference to cow status, 

dietary composition and energy status.

Spring Calving Seminars. Tuesday 3rd July, Wednesday 4th July, 

Thursday 5th July. Our popular ‘Spring Calving Seminars’ for farm staff will be 

held on Tuesday 3rd and Thursday 5th at 7pm at Veterinary Centre Oamaru 

and Wednesday 4th July at 7pm at the Veterinary Centre Waimate, 128 High 

St, Waimate. Please contact your nearest clinic to register.

Dairy NZ. Events
Spring Rotation Planner – North Otago. Friday 15th June. 1 -3.30 pm. Visit 

Dairy NZ website to register.

CalvingSmart – Waimate. 

Tuesday 17th July. 10 am to 3.30 pm. Visit Dairy NZ website to register.

Sue Macky
BVSc. (dist) 

Rumensin 
Max Special

  Special ends 30th June. 

  $1475 plus GST per 50 litre drum

  5.9 cents + GST per daily cow 

dose. 

  90 days extended terms.

2.30 pm Tuesday 
12th June at Papakaio 
Community Centre, 
Papakaio
7 pm Tuesday 12th June 
at Veterinary Centre 
Waimate, 128 High St, 
Waimate (new clinic)

BVD Bulletin
June is a good month to check the BVD status of your calves. If the bulk milk 

sample for your herd has gone positive over the last 2 seasons it is critical 

to do this testing as it gives you a good indication of whether or not there 

are PI animals in the calf mob. You don’t want to be rearing calves that have 

the virus and, bring it back into the milking herd. They also affect the health 

and reproductive performance of the heifers  when they are mated in 4 

months time. Talk to your prime vet if you aren’t sure about what the BVD 

status of your herd was or want to organise testing of your calves.

It provides readily 

available forms of 

both phosphorus and 

calcium for dairy cows 

at times of increased 

demand.

Calform 
Phosphorus

The use of Restricted Veterinary 
Medicines (RVM) to both treat 
and prevent disease and enhance 
productivity can be viewed as both 
a cost and an investment. Based on 
accurate sales and production data, 
the average farm in our practice this 
season spent;

  8.5c/kgMS in total on all RVMs 
  3c/kgMS on RVMs directly associated 

Animal Health Expenditure Review
with the treatment of disease – i.e. 
mastitis, endometritis, lameness etc.

Last year the average Systems 4 farm 
in NZ had Farm Working Expenses 
(FWE) of $3.88/kgMS (source – DairyNZ 
Economic Survey 16-17)
Therefore the average farm in our 
practice will be spending about 2.2% of 
FWE on RVMs and 0.8% of FWE RVMs 
associated with treatment of disease.

A farm’s expenditure on RVMs 
associated with treatment of disease 
is a good indicator of the larger costs 
associated with disease. The actual 
cost of treatment pales in signifi cance 
when compared to the other direct 
costs of disease such as reduced milk 
production, dumped milk, increased 
culling, empties and labour. It is 
estimated that a single case of the 
following diseases have the associated 
costs;

  Mastitis – MA cows - $120
  Mastitis – Heifer - $215
  Endometritis - $200-$300
  Lame cow - $300-$700
  Non-cycling cows - $285

Over the period of the next two months 
we will be looking to do an Animal 
Health Expenditure Review with all 
our clients as part of the annual RVM 
consult. The purpose being to identify 
potential opportunity cost in your 
business and to identify areas where 
specifi c improvements can be made to 
increase your profi tability. 

Teatseal of uninfected cows at dry off

Most cows will now be dried off. 

Although the cows are dry please be 

vigilant for swollen udders in the fi rst 

two weeks after dry off and also for sick 

cows. There is always the chance that 

infection was introduced into the udder 

during dry off resulting  in mastitis, 

even if you used antibiotic dry cow 

therapy.

Many more of our clients this season 

elected to use Teatseal alone in the 

uninfected cows in the herd. To date 

we have heard of no cows in our region 

getting sick after doing this. This would 

indicate good hygiene practices have 

been adhered to. Teatseal usage in 

uninfected cows has reduced antibiotic 

use.  At a farm level using Teatseal in 

uninfected cows should result in no 

more mastitis than would have occurred 

if antibiotic DCT was used. Also there is 

a reduced chance of inhibitory grades 

due to dry cow therapy. 

Mycoplasma bovis

Finally as we are all aware the 

decision has been made to eradicate 

Mycoplasma bovis. As part of the effort 

to achieve eradication we do need to be 

keeping an eye out for any disease that 

could be caused by M. bovis. This could 

include cows “springing up” earlier than 

expected or more likely mastitis that 

resembles “melted butter” at calving 

which does not respond to antibiotics. 

The other potential likely presentations 

include arthritis (swollen joints) and 

pneumonia in young calves. 

Strategic use to encourage 

optimal rumen micro-fl ora to 

reduce ketosis and condition 

loss and promote production. 

For best results introduce for 

the period of 2 weeks pre-calve 

to 4-8 weeks post-calving. 



Mycoplasma Update
Our government has given MPI the backing to pursue eradication. This will 

be a challenging task, but to give it any chance everyone must play their 

part.

  Ensure that your own farm has a biosecurity plan in place and that you 

are fully aware of the measures which can be taken to reduce your risks 

while cows are out grazing.

  Make sure that you have a simple system for recoding NAIT movements 

and help educate neighbours and smaller farming enterprises on how to 

use this technology/system. 

  The sale or purchase of un-pasteurised milk for calf rearing is potentially 

just as risky as the sale of livestock. Make sure raw milk sales are recorded 

if you elect to continue with this practice.

  Relying of blood testing or swabbing to determine your own status or 

those of other herds you wish to purchase or introduce remains risky. The 

blood Elisa Antibody Test does throw false positives, while the PCR test 

may also provide false negative results where animals are not currently 

shedding. There is unlikely to be a short term fi x in this area.

  Remember to look out for everyone in our community that has been 

impacted by slaughter or restrictions in movement and trade.

Check out the link to our website to download a Farm Biosecurity Action 

Plan and Farm Biosecurity Checklist. http://www.vet111.co.nz/dairy/case-of-

the-month/2018/1/3/mycoplasma-bovis-on-farm-biosecurity-quick-checklist

Last season, we 

saw some major 

i m p r o v e m e n t s 

in calf health 

and growth on 

some farms, 

through improved 

management of 

fi rst day colostrum. 

The recommendations for this came 

from a trial we were involved in in 2015 

and involved simple, practical measures 

such as improved hygiene of colostrum 

collection and storage, preserving 

colostrum with potassium sorbate and 

Nicola Neal BVSc

Selekt Cattle Pump

was $899
incl GST

NOW $685 
incl GST

There is a lot of information coming out 

of DairyNZ now to say that having cows 

over a condition score of 5.0 at calving 

has a major negative impact on cows 

cycling/ conception rates/ metabolics/ 

endometritis etc. 

DairyNZ are also now recommending 

putting cows into a mild negative 

energy balance 2-3 weeks pre-calve 

- this gets the cow mobilising a bit 

of fat and ensures that the liver can 

actually process the fat that will be 

mobilised post-calving (when all cows 

face a negative energy balance). The 

science shows that cows fed at 90% 

of maintenance over this period have 

lower NEFA levels, and subsequently 

improved fertility and uterine health, 

BCS Programme over Winter - Ryan Luckman, Waimate

and a lower incidence of metabolics. 

This year we have tweaked our 

Winter Body Condition Scoring 

packages in line with the new DairyNZ 

recommendations. 

The basic outline of visits would be;

  Dry-off - cows allocated into mobs, 

preferably on a condition basis

  Early June - BCS each Wintering 

Mob and calculate MJME energy 

requirements. Assess whether the 

intended feed budget will reach 

these targets. (Preferably adjust to 

reach the target)

  Late June - reBCS and reassess 

requirements (check they’re on track 

- fat cows may need a reduction in 

feeding levels at this point)

� e Calves are Coming! 
– What’s New for 2018?

selecting the right 

colostrum to feed.

A simple BRIX 

refractometer can 

be used to test the 

quality of colostrum 

– only 25-30% of NZ 

cows produce high 

enough antibody 

concentration, in their fi rst milking, to 

ensure adequate antibodies in their 

calves.

It is known that calves which don’t 

receive enough colostrum in the fi rst 

24 hours of life have decreased growth 

rates, and an increased chance of 

getting sick, and potentially dying.

Biosecurity in you calf sheds will be a 

top priority this year. The key to making 

it work, is making it easy– have plenty 

of foot baths, disinfection equipment, 

and disposable protective equipment 

like boot covers handy so any visitors 

can fi nd them easily and can’t avoid 

them. Make it a regular scheduled job 

to replenish the disinfection equipment. 

Please contact the clinic if you would 

like a comprehensive staff training 

session to aid rearing great calves this 

season.

Fodder beet is now becoming the 

mainstay crop for wintering cows in 

our area. Many cows have been pre-

transitioned onto this crop while on 

the milking platform but some of 

you will be putting cows on the crop 

for the fi rst time at the start of June. 

Follow these steps to avoid hassles.
  Measure your yield accurately – 

once you know the yield/ha (i.e. 25 

tonne/ha crop), you can calculate 

your yield per square (two rows per 

metre square) and yield per linear 

row metre this would by 2.5kgDM/

m2 and 1.25kgDM/linear row metre 

respectively.

  Allow at least 1 linear metre/cow at 

the crop face and at least 5m2 of 

turning room in the fi rst break.

  Either drop wires on the permanent 

fence in the fi rst break to allow a 

bigger area or scrape bulbs with a 

front end loader (and feed in paddock 

or stock pile) to create a headland.

  Best to calculate allocation in linear 

metres to be fed - i.e. if offering 3kg a 

cow from a 30 tonne crop this would 

be 2 linear metres or 1 square metre/

cow. To be accurate you will have to 

offer part rows – i.e. your live strand 

will have a dog leg in it at some point.

  Cows will comfortably graze 18inches 

Fodder Beet Over the Dry Period

Rotavirus Scours

Rotavirus is the most common 

cause of infectious diarrhoea 

in young neotal calves – and is 

easily spread from calf to calf by 

contaminated faeces in the calf 

pen. Prevention of Rotavirus is a 

sound investment to protect your 

calves and their welfare. Rotavec 

Corona vaccine is administered 

as a single shot between 3 and 12 

weeks prior to calving. Therefore a 

herd should be vaccinated 3 weeks 

before PSC to cover a 9 week 

calving spread. 

A second option for cows which 

have already been vaccinated in 

previous years with Rotavec, is 

to boost these cows with Kolibin 

Neo, a relatively new vaccine from 

AgriHealth. Kolibin Neo can be 

administered 2-12 weeks prior to 

calving. If Kolibin Neo is used in 

previously unvaccinated cows, the 

cow will need two vaccinations in 

her fi rst year.

Phosphate Supplementation
We have done a lot of blood testing over the period of the last month and have found 

several herds with potentially lower than optimal blood phosphates. If Fodderbeet 

forms a signifi cant part of the total winter diet you should consider supplementing 

to negate the effects of low phosphate stores in the spring. Kynofos is a new 

phosphate supplement. It comes in a granular form, is palatable, but self-limiting 

and can be fed in bins in the paddock. A 60g/daily dose cost around 7c/cow/day.

  Mid July - split into calving groups, 

reBCS and feed based on DairyNZ 

recommendations

under a single strand wire. Make sure 

that the wire sits back 12 inches from 

the row you are looking to graze. It 

must be very high voltage!

  Always feed your supplement or grass 

fi rst and give a gap of 2hrs before 

shifting onto break. Cows must get 

a minimum of 2kgDM of “something 

chewy” in their diet. This may be 

either straw, balage, silage or grass 

and must be maintained through the 

whole period while on fodder beet.

  For the fi rst couple of days, drive over 

bulbs with tractor tyres or roller to 

break up bulbs to get cows eating it.

  Start at 1kgDM/day and increase 

intakes by 1kgDM every second day 

until fully transitioned (7kgDM). This 

takes a minimum of 14 day. Once 

cows have reached intakes of 7kgDM 

FB they are unlikely to suffer acidosis 

but further intakes up to 10-11kgDM 

total (ad-lib) must still occur at 1kg 

every second day.

  If you are going to get acidosis this 

will tend to occur at days 7-10!! It is 

critical to remain restrained with 

allocation over this time. Do not let 

beet bulbs accumulate while still 

shifting breaks forward.

  Once cows have got above 10kgDM 

day and looking to ad-lib feed there 

should by 20-25% of beet left from 

the previous day when shifting wire 

and about 5% from the previous 

day before that. Cow will always 

eventually clean this up. This is the 

true defi nition of ad-lib on beet.

  With a high ME and utilisation at 

around 95%, condition gain on 

fodder beet can be rapid. Monitor 

cow condition (BCS) to avoid 

them becoming over-fat as this 

can predispose them to metabolic 

diseases in the spring. Ensure you 

are not feeding more than required!

  Crude Protein maybe limiting 

particularly in crops of low leaf yield. 

Ensure the total diet is balanced.



Mycoplasma Update
Our government has given MPI the backing to pursue eradication. This will 

be a challenging task, but to give it any chance everyone must play their 

part.

  Ensure that your own farm has a biosecurity plan in place and that you 

are fully aware of the measures which can be taken to reduce your risks 

while cows are out grazing.

  Make sure that you have a simple system for recoding NAIT movements 

and help educate neighbours and smaller farming enterprises on how to 

use this technology/system. 

  The sale or purchase of un-pasteurised milk for calf rearing is potentially 

just as risky as the sale of livestock. Make sure raw milk sales are recorded 

if you elect to continue with this practice.

  Relying of blood testing or swabbing to determine your own status or 

those of other herds you wish to purchase or introduce remains risky. The 

blood Elisa Antibody Test does throw false positives, while the PCR test 

may also provide false negative results where animals are not currently 

shedding. There is unlikely to be a short term fi x in this area.

  Remember to look out for everyone in our community that has been 

impacted by slaughter or restrictions in movement and trade.

Check out the link to our website to download a Farm Biosecurity Action 

Plan and Farm Biosecurity Checklist. http://www.vet111.co.nz/dairy/case-of-

the-month/2018/1/3/mycoplasma-bovis-on-farm-biosecurity-quick-checklist
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and a lower incidence of metabolics. 

This year we have tweaked our 

Winter Body Condition Scoring 

packages in line with the new DairyNZ 

recommendations. 

The basic outline of visits would be;

  Dry-off - cows allocated into mobs, 

preferably on a condition basis

  Early June - BCS each Wintering 

Mob and calculate MJME energy 

requirements. Assess whether the 
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  Non-cycling cows - $285

Over the period of the next two months 
we will be looking to do an Animal 
Health Expenditure Review with all 
our clients as part of the annual RVM 
consult. The purpose being to identify 
potential opportunity cost in your 
business and to identify areas where 
specifi c improvements can be made to 
increase your profi tability. 

Teatseal of uninfected cows at dry off

Most cows will now be dried off. 

Although the cows are dry please be 

vigilant for swollen udders in the fi rst 

two weeks after dry off and also for sick 

cows. There is always the chance that 

infection was introduced into the udder 

during dry off resulting  in mastitis, 

even if you used antibiotic dry cow 

therapy.

Many more of our clients this season 

elected to use Teatseal alone in the 

uninfected cows in the herd. To date 

we have heard of no cows in our region 

getting sick after doing this. This would 

indicate good hygiene practices have 

been adhered to. Teatseal usage in 

uninfected cows has reduced antibiotic 

use.  At a farm level using Teatseal in 

uninfected cows should result in no 

more mastitis than would have occurred 

if antibiotic DCT was used. Also there is 

a reduced chance of inhibitory grades 

due to dry cow therapy. 

Mycoplasma bovis

Finally as we are all aware the 

decision has been made to eradicate 

Mycoplasma bovis. As part of the effort 

to achieve eradication we do need to be 

keeping an eye out for any disease that 

could be caused by M. bovis. This could 

include cows “springing up” earlier than 

expected or more likely mastitis that 

resembles “melted butter” at calving 

which does not respond to antibiotics. 

The other potential likely presentations 

include arthritis (swollen joints) and 

pneumonia in young calves. 

Strategic use to encourage 

optimal rumen micro-fl ora to 

reduce ketosis and condition 

loss and promote production. 

For best results introduce for 

the period of 2 weeks pre-calve 

to 4-8 weeks post-calving. 


