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Lepto  cred
Veterinary Centre Lepto 
Assurance Programme

Final reminder for LeptoCred 

offi cers to renew their 

accreditation for 2018... 

On Thursday 8th March at 11am-1.15pm at The Brydone Hotel, 
Oamaru, well known veterinarian Scott McDougall from Cognosco, 
Morrinsville will present his fi ndings on a nationwide mastitis study 
from the Spring 2017 which The Veterinary Centre (Mat O’Sullivan & 
Hamish Newton) and several local farmers were involved with.  
Scott’s presentation “SAMM plan revisited – how to select cows for 

internal teat sealant use and/or responsible antibiotic use, moving forward” 
  will report back on the overall study 
  cover the background to the use of teat seal and reduction in 
antimicrobial use

  the accuracy of herd test and somatic cell count 
  RMT for selecting infected/uninfected cows 
  the effect of internal teat sealant alone on risk of 
clinical mastitis and herd test somatic cell count in the 
subsequent lactation.

A light fi nger food lunch will be provided.
RSVP by e-mail to kirsty@vet111.co.nz

BCS Cows Now to Plan for 
Next Season
Final PD results are in and next years 

calving spread has been established. 

It is now time to start thinking about 

effective autumn/winter management 

of cows with the aim of getting mature 

cows to BCS 5.0 and R2’s and R3’s to 

5.5.

What’s the point in achieving the 

above targets you may ask. It is now 

well established that cows that calve 

in optimal condition (BCS 5.0 v 4.0) 

will produced more than 20kg of MS 

extra over the fi rst 8 weeks of lactation 

and will resume cycling about 10 days 

earlier. These earlier cycling cows will 

tend to have better conception rates 

come mating time.

To achieve target BCS at calving some 

planning needs to be put in place now. 

The average cow in NZ only manages to 

gain 0.5 of a BCS over the dry period. 

Therefore, mature cows should ideally 

be dried off at BCS 4.5 and R3’s at 5.0.

Early identifi cation of light cows in the 

autumn means that they can receive 

special attention. This may involve 

one or a combination of the following 

– OAD milking, increased grain or PKE 

allocation or early dry off. Cows can 

then be rescored in May for winter 

group creation.

If all cows reach a similar BCS at dry off 

it will simplify wintering as cows only 

need to be wintered in ‘due to calve 

groups’.

Ask your prime vet about individual 

BCSing of cows during a milking.

Situation Vacant
Veterinary Centre Oamaru and 

Veterinary Centre Waimate. 

Position: Part of Teatsealing 

team. 

Duration: late April to early July. 

Experience: stockmanship an 

advantage. 

Contact: Neil 03-4345666 for 

more information.

Over the next couple of months we will begin to receive the fi nal part of the 

BVD monitor packages. This test will only measure the level of BVD antibody 

in the bulk milk sample, it doesn’t measure if there is any virus. This gives an 

indication of whether  there have been any incursions of virus into your herd 

since mating, namely from bulls. It is important that the result isn’t interpreted 

in isolation, but the previous results are considered and the history of the farm. 

Your Prime Vet will be able to discuss this with you more fully.

BVD Bulletin

SAMM Plan Revisited
-how to select cows for internal teat sealant use and/or responsible 

antibiotic use, moving forward

Thursday 8th 

March at 

11am-1.15pm at 

The Brydone Hotel, 

Oamaru

Eclipse E Injection 
with B12 and Selenium

  One easy injection of Eclipse E Injection with B12 and 

Selenium now gives your calves the ultimate protection 

from parasites while ensuring prevention of essential 

trace element defi ciency.

  Contains Eprinomectin, Levamisole, Vitamin B12 and 

Selenium

  Four Actives in one easy injection

  Has the ultimate killing power against 

cattle parasites including Ostertagia and 

Cooperia.

  $2 plus GST per dose for 150 kg animal

  SAMM Plan Revisited
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Many people have just completed their 

third round of herd testing.  On the 

front page there is the likely infection 

rate of your herd, this value can also be 

found on MINDAlive. Below is a graph 

of this value (percentage of mixed 

age cows with a SCC>150 and Heifers 

with SCC>120) from the herds we have 

Interpreting Herd Test Results
access to this data from.

If at this stage of the season you have 

more that 15% of the herd deemed 

infected based on SCC then there is an 

increasing likelihood that, if something 

in the milking routine does not change, 

there will be either a BMSCC issue or 

an increased incidence of mastitis 

cases to treat.

If the proportion of your herd deemed 

infected is high consider the following

  Am I fi nding clinical cases early 

enough (before they infect other 

cows)?

  Is over milking occurring?

  Is my rubberware due for a change?

  Is the teat spray getting on the teats?

  Is the teatspray concentration 

appropriate? (the tracks are 

muddy - should the concentration 

be increased temporarily?)

  Is the teat skin condition good? 

Need more Are all the ACRs working 

properly?

On a very positive note the average 

BMSCC for the season to date is 

152,000. See graph below.



Johne’s News
We are starting to receive results for Johne’s tests done during herd testing. 

Due a large uptake of this test nationwide there is a back log in the laboratory. 

Some of the samples taken during February have been frozen and will be run 

in March. The results will still be valid, but will just take longer to receive.

If you are fi nding cows with Johne’s it is worth discussing the benefi ts of 

putting a Johne’s control programme in place. There is still the ability to run 

Johne’s test on upcoming herd tests.

Grow   Smart
HEIFER MONITORING PROGRAMMEJess McKenzie BVSc

Many farms now have disinfection points set up for visitors coming on and 

off their property. A lot of these are ineffective because of the regularity 

of solution change or contamination. Please be aware that when mixed 

with organic matter (poo and mud), the potency of these disinfectants 

will dramatically reduce. Ideally boots should be cleaned fi rst and then 

disinfected. Also be aware that many disinfectants only remain potent for 

24-48hrs after mixing. This includes Virkon, Envirosan and Citric Acid. 

Disinfectants which will maintain potency in solution for a couple of weeks 

include Sterigene/Trigene and Safe4.

Disinfection point signs are available at our Veterinary Centres for $40 

each.

Biosecurity plans

Many farms are starting to put in place biosecurity plans for their own 

properties. If your farm or a group of neighbouring farms would like a vet 

to help create a plan and to discuss the specifi c questions and details, 

please contact your Prime Vet or the clinic.

There are many advantages to 

feeding summer brassicas during 

lactation.  Recently, however, we have 

seen a few cases of photosensitivity 

on a number of farms, following the 

recent introduction of a young rape 

crop where intake was around 2-3 

kgDM/cow/day. It is recognized that 

brassica related photosensitivity is 

most often seen within 10-14 days 

of entering a crop - especially if the 

crop is water stressed.

The common signs of 

Photosensitivity are:

  Swollen face and ears

  Reddened skin on Udder/Teats

  Peeling of white patches of skin

  Irritability

  Kicking at underbelly (kicking off 

cups)

  Strange erratic behavior

What causes brassica related 

photosensitivity.

Nick’s Corner
Nick Reed BSc (Hons)

Young, immature and stressed plants 

contain higher concentrations of 

‘Photodynamic Plant Chemicals’ 

(Glucosinolates). Which, when broken 

down in the rumen, form acid sulphate 

ions and nitriles. The derived nitriles 

cause liver damage which means 

the cows can’t metabolize plant 

compounds and leads to an increase in 

‘Photodynamic Agents’ (UV sensitive 

compounds) such as phylloerythrin 

in the blood stream, which causes 

photosensitivity in cattle.

Managing crops to avoid health 

problems:

  Adapt stock to the crop slowly  ie 

1hour/day starting at a max of 2kg 

DM/cow/day, working up to 5kg DM.

  Avoid feeding more than 5kg DM/

cow/day

  Avoid putting stock on crop when 

hungry

  Provide alternative forage (high in 

Brassica related photosensitivity in lactating cows

Name # Cows 6 Week ICR

Brett & Aimee Dann - Hamish & Fiona Winter - H F Farming #2 384 79%

Mike & Christine Holland - Holland Farming Ltd 800 78%

Tim & Cass Lee - Whitestone Pastures Ltd Clearview 1050 77%

Jason & Hayley Hunt - Corrie & Donna Smit - Corona Farms 749 76%

Hamish Wade - Grant Barber - Rotoma 1094 76%

Ewan & Leanne Hollever - Alan Pye - Oceanview 954 75%

Edward & Rebecca Finlay - Flag Farms 1458 75%

Will & Katie Sinclair - Adri & Francee Verbakel - Cloverdale 495 75%

Mike Don - Grant Ludemann & Kent & Anna Spittle - Tussocky Road Dairy Farm Ltd 502 74%

Karl & Emma Guy - Bonnie Doon Farms Ltd 828 74%

Grant & Nicola Neal - The Aspiring Cow Company 479 74%

Zanas & Justine Sceglinkas - Cantley Developments Ltd - Sunrise 760 74%

Tim McKenzie - Wayne & Diane McKenzie 561 74%

Rod & Nicky Hayman - Springbank Farm 794 74%

As is well known now the dairy industry target for 6 week 

in-calf rate (ICR) is 78%. We have done an aged pregnancy 

test on over 90% of our client base over the last month or 

so, and are collecting some valuable data to contribute to 

on-going improvement. We would like to congratulate the 

8 farmers in our practice who achieved a 6 Week ICR of 

75% or greater. In  2017, 6 farms achieved 75% or greater; 

2016 15 farms; and in 2015 24 farms. Of note, 2 of this 

year’s farmers have been been 75% or greater for the last 

four seasons. This season, while the average 6 week ICR 

has gone up by 1% in this area, there are some high empty 

rates being seen.These high empty rates are going to put 

signifi cant pressure on voluntary culling options as we 

progress towards dry off.

This year we have also included (in green) farmers who 

achieved 74% 6 week in ICR.

Six Week In Calf Rate  - Roll of Honour

fi bre – hay, silage)

  Identify that crop is mature 

(Brassicas blue tinge or purpling 

edge of the leaves)

  Avoid overcompensating for poor 

yielding crop 

  Remove from crop at fi rst sign of 

photosensitivity

  Crops should not have nitrogenous 

fertilizers applied within 4 weeks 

of grazing. (Can increase the levels 

of glucosinolates)

Photosensitivity treatment:

  Remove affected animals from the 

crop.

  Place in a sheltered/shaded area.

  Cover

  Treat with topical zinc based cream 

and possibly fl y preventatives.

  Discuss other supportive 

treatments with your Blue Cross 

veterinarian

Hoof Treatment
Fast setting two-component 

polyurethane adhesive for cattle.

KRUUSE Hoof Glue has been 

designed as a treatment for bovine 

hoof pathologies. It is used for 

bonding

a wooden orthopedic block under 

the healthy hoof. Thus, the injured 

hoof is raised clear off the ground.

This allows an immediate recovery 

of mobility, fast healing and the 

resumption of normal milk yield.

The goal of all young stock rearing programs is to produce a group of well grown heifers that calve down at two, 

produce well in their fi rst lactation and get back in calf in the subsequent season. To achieve this goal, calves should be 

consistently weighed from the time of weaning to monitor growth rates and compare them to industry targets as body 

weight is a key driver of the aforementioned goal. 

At this time of year, calves will usually be yarded once a month for drenching and trace element administration. This 

provides the perfect opportunity for proactive management of your calves. Dairy NZ’s target body weight for 6 months 

of age is 30% of mature weight. Therefore as we near the end of February all calves from a herd with a 500kg mature 

live weight should all be over 150 kilograms. 

Replacement heifers play an integral role in ensuring the success of a dairy herd. Puberty in heifers is heavily infl uenced 

by liveweight, not age. In New Zealand, heifers reach puberty when they are 43-47% of their mature live weight. 

The Growsmart heifer monitoring program run by the Veterinary Centre is a packaged specifi cally tailored to your farm 

to ensure close monitoring of your young stock through regular weighing, analysis of calf weights compared to industry 

targets and animal health planners covering trace elements, parasitism, vaccinations and nutrition.

Mycoplasma Biosecurity
Being Effective with Disinfection Points

Veterinary Centre 
– By the Big Blue Cross
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