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Just a reminder of our free delivery 
service. Orders made before 
10am  - delivery that 
day. Orders phoned in 
after 10am – delivery 
the following day.

CALF DE-BUDDING SERVICE
$5.20 GST excl ($5.98 incl)

We offer a calf de-budding service, 
using a gas powered or electric 

dehorning iron and local anaesthetic 
to minimise discomfort to calves or 

checks to growth rates.

PLEASE BOOK IN CALF NUMBERS EARLY 
IF YOU WISH TO USE THIS SERVICE.

In this issue

Last season saw the lowest BMSCC in 

our herds ever! This can be attributed 

to identifi cation and culling of high cell 

count cows, good dry cow treatment 

Mastitis and Milk Quality Offer

For farms that are struggling with high BMSCC (consistently over 300,000) 

and/or having a greater than 15% incidence in clinical mastitis we offer free 

investigation and consultation from our mastitis investigative team lead by 

Hamish, Ryan and Mat.

  This includes a dynamic milking machine test 

  Assessment of cow teat health, cow comfort and milk-out

  Observation of milking management and staff practices

  An environmental assessment

  A report of fi ndings and debrief with staff.

Spring is a pivotal time of year in BVD control and prevention. It is a time 

when you can either identify and remove persistently infected animals and 

protect the herd through vaccination before mating begins.

LIC has an excellent BVD monitoring package which can be run on your 

herd’s bulk milk samples. This will indicate whether or not your herd is 

actively infected and is the starting point for a test and elimination 

program. The cost of this package is $364/year involving 3 testing times 

and represents good value. Contact your Vet Centre for details.

Herds with known history of BVD in the herd this year or last year which 

wish to pursue eradication should also look to test their calves. This can be 

done from any age.

For many herds attempting eradication is not practical because of the risk 

of re-introduction. In these situations vaccination is a cost effective option. 

Herds that have never vaccinated before require two doses 4 weeks apart. 

The fi rst should be given in early September.

Remember to ask your agent when sourcing bulls that they are both blood 

tested free and vaccinated against BVD.

BVD Control and Prevention – 
Spring Tactics

policy, and increased teat sealant usage 

in heifers. 

The above measures give a good 

baseline to start a season, but it can be 

lost easily again if too many shortcuts 

are taken throughout lactation.

  Ensure teat spay continues to be 

applied twice daily.

  Do not dilute teat spray concentration 

below the recommended spring rates 

  RMT test all cows before exiting the 

colostrum herd.

  In rotary sheds, maintain a staff 

member at cups off in early lactation 

to ensure cows are milked out and 

mastitis is detected early.

  Infl ations should still be changed 

every 2500 milkings. Old infl ations 

get micro fi ssures in them which will 

harbour bacteria.  

FIL TAIL-
PAINT

Double Shot Prostaglandin 
Heifer Synchrony
Early calving heifers become early calving second calvers. Your heifers are 

also your highest BV animals you will breed. Early mating of your heifers will 

achieve early calving R2’s with high BV calves.

Two recognized prostaglandin programs are available in heifers. These 

condense the mating period, thus minimizing the work load and also very 

effectively condense the subsequent calving spread. A double shot PG 

program involves two PG injections 14 days apart. For most farmers this 

program must be initiated between the 1st and 9th of October.

Treatment of Endometritis
Endometritis by defi nition is an infection of the lining of the uterus. Any 

cow which has an infection in her uterus will suffer a delay in resumption of 

cycling activity (one cause of non cyclers). If infection is still present at the 

time of insemination then this will interfere with sperm and embryo survival. 

Long standing uterine infections cause permanent uterine scarring. If the 

surface of the uterus is scarred, implantation and survival of the embryo may 

be impaired.

Recent trials have shown that cows treated with a Metricure 10-28 days post 

calving have far better subsequent reproductive results than cows treated 5-8 

weeks post calving. August calving cows should be checked now.

FIL Tell Tail Areosols 500ml $8.95
FIL Tell Tail Applicators 1L $14.50

FIL 10 Litre Pails $124.50
ALL PRICES INCLUDE G.S.T

Salmonella - an 
Increasing Issue
This month we have seen more cases 

of Salmonella in both cows and calves. 

There is a disturbing trend of this 

disease increasing in farms in our area 

(as well as the rest of the country).

Cows and calves which get the gut 

form of this disease often develop a 

high temperature (and milk drop) 24hrs 

before the scours develop. Scours 

range from being very watery, to putrid 

smelling and containing blood or gut 

lining. We recommend you test animals 

exhibiting these signs to enable an 

early diagnosis and management.
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A scour outbreak in your replacement 

heifers can have a devastating effect, 

not only on the calves but also the farm 

team. As always, prevention is better 

than cure.

1. Keep the environment as ‘clean as 

possible” Don’t overcrowd pens, 

allowing 1.5 sqm/calf and no more 

than 20 calves/pen. 

2. Ensure all calves get a minimum 

of 2ltrs of fresh, good quality fi rst-

milking colostrum within 12 hours of 

being born and another 2 

litres in the next 12 hrs. 

3. Ensure good routine in the 

calf shed, with milk at a 

similar temperature and 

consistency at each feed. 

If you start to see calves 

beginning to scour.

 1. Spread calves out as much 

Scours in calves - by Nicola Neal

Moribund calf getting 

bicarb treatment Calf 3 hrs post bicarb treatment

as possible, either across pens or 

out into clean paddocks, weather 

permitting.

2. Consider getting 10 blood samples 

taken from  2-8 day old calves to 

check if they are getting enough 

colostrum.

3. Increase disinfection of the calf pens, 

calf trailer and feeding equipment. 

Don’t forget your boots and clothing 

too!

4. Get professional advice!

5. Ensure all scouring calves are 

getting adequate fl uids each day. 

This is 6-8 litres of fl uid/day.

6. Critically sick calves that can’t 

get up may need IV fl uids and or 

bicarbonate to get them up again. 

I recently treated a calf which was 

very close to death with bicarbonate 

into the vein and had it up and 

drinking within 3 hours. 

We have had four farms this spring 

where herd owners have reported cows 

developing milk-fever shortly before or 

after calving that subsequently died 

post-treatment with IV calcium. The 

cows seemingly responded after the 

calcium (Ca) treatment but shortly after 

either went down again or dropped 

dead (sometimes walking to the shed).

When these ‘milkfever’ cows were 

blood tested pre-treatment it was 

found that they had massively elevated 

blood magnesium levels. A common 

farmer response to a high incidence 

of milk fever is to increase the rate of 

Magnesium (Mg) supplement. Although 

Mg is required as a preventative for milk 

fever, too much of it will go into direct 

competition with Ca at the muscle level. 

This makes it harder for cows to recover 

from a low Ca state.

Two of the farms had been mixing MagO 

directly with PKE resulting in some 

cows grossly over-dosing. Ideally cows 

should consume 70g MagC or MagS 

a day and then top this up with about 

25g MagO (work on 50g when dusting 

pasture, 35g if applying to silage).

 Too much of a 
good thing

INTAKE DEMAND

• Cow being offered 50m2 and 

harvesting 1500kgDM/ha = 

7.5kgDM = 83MJME

• Silage = 4kgDM = 42MJME

• PKE = 3kgDM = 33MJME

• Grain = 1kgDM = 12MJME

• Total = 170MJME

• Milk production = 1.9 kgMS = 

150MJME

• Maintenance = 60MJME

• Walking = 6MJME

• Total = 216MJME

This means there is a defi cit of 46MJME/day

Cows will gain 37MJME from each 1kg of body condition that they burn. 

Therefore in this scenario this cow must be losing 1.2kg of liveweight a day or 

1.1 of a BCS in a month.

A common scenario would be the following in a cow producing 1.9kgMS/day;

We have leaned heavily on our suppliers and pass on 
all advantages at cost to come up with offers to help 
our dairy farm clients get through a very tough time.

Eprinex Loss 
Leader

$2.95 
exclusive G.S.T.  per 500kg cow

(Normally $4.49 per 500kg cow)
* conditions  ~ - 20 Litres Packs only ~ product expiry 31/01/2016

EXTENDED 
CREDIT 

PAYMENT DUE 
20/12/2015

 Tail Paint – this should go on 35 days 
before (~ 18th September) the planned 
start of mating. Any cows calving 
after the 1st of September should get 
a different colour tail paint to identify 
late calvers for the purpose of non-
cycler treatment.

  Metricure all ‘at risk’ cows 2-3 weeks 
post calving (‘at risk’ cows = RFM’s, 
vaginal discharges, dead calvings)

  Metricheck herd in batches. e.g. 
Your August calvers should be done 
early September, later calvers in late 
September - early October.

  Ensure adequate trace element 
status – blood test herd in late 
September early October. Selenium, 
Iodine, Copper, Zinc and Vitamin B12 
defi ciencies can all affect reproductive 
performance. Vitamin B12 levels are 
generally low in the months from late 
September to December. Strategic 
use of vitamin B12 in late September 
and again four week later anecdotally 
increases submission and conception 
rates (CR).

Premating Check List
  Consider BSCing your herd in mid 
September and again at P.S.M. This 
will help with strategic decision 
making.

  Run light cows as a separate herd 
at least 3 - 4 weeks before PSM and 
feed preferentially.

  Drenching lighter animals and heifers 
will give a signifi cant reproductive 
boost. In the Eprinex trial involving 
the Lincoln Dairy Farm, treated 
heifers conceived on average 12.9 
days earlier than untreated heifers. 

  Feeds or feed additives such as grains 
or Rumensin, boost proprionate 
production in the rumen, which may 
indirectly increase submission rates.

  Feeds with a higher fat content (e.g. 
PKE) fed just before and through the 
mating period may increase C.R.

  BVD vaccinate heifers and cows in 
herds where BVD has been diagnosed 
or in herds experiencing higher than 
normal embryonic loss, abortion 
and empty rates. Animals should be 
vaccinated twice, four weeks apart 

with the fi nal dose at least two weeks 
before PSM.

  Start sourcing bulls now. Ensure 
they are BVD vaccinated and blood 
tested BVD/EBL free. Consider also 
getting bulls vaccinated for Pink Eye 
if this has been a problem in the 
past.
A 600 cow herd using AI for 6 weeks 
will require 7 bulls in the herd at all 
times, plus 7 extras to rotate on an 
every second day basis. 
A 600 cow herd which AI’s for just 
4 weeks will require 10 bulls in the 
herd at all times and 10 extra to 
rotate.

  Work out your intended planned 
start of mating, and book in your 
synchrony programs now.

  Plan to start mating heifers 5 - 10 
days earlier than the herd.

  Submit non-cyclers for treatment 
5-10 days before PSM.

  Book in a Reproductive Consult with 

your vet. (See Mooznews Xtra)

Intakes versus Demand
At this time of year feed wastage must be kept at a minimum and maintaining 

a disciplined round length is essential to get to balance date.  Cow satisfaction 

and therefore intake is often calculated by grass and supplement residuals. It 

is however worth taking a moment in your day to see if what you are feeding 

is actually meeting requirements. All cows spend the fi rst 6-7 weeks of 

lactation in negative energy balance – this means that cows are losing weight 

over this period.
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