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BCS Cows Now to Plan for 
Next Season
Final PD results are in and next seasons 
calving spread has been established. 
It is now time to start thinking about 
effective autumn/winter management 
of cows with the aim of getting mature 
cows to BCS 5.0 and R2’s and R3’s to 
5.5.
What’s the point in achieving the above 
targets you may ask. It is now well 
established that cows that calve in 
optimal condition (BCS 5.0 v 4.0) will 
produce more than 20kg of MS extra 
over the fi rst 8 weeks of lactation 
and will resume cycling about 10 days 
earlier. These earlier cycling cows will 
tend to have better conception rates 
come mating time.
To achieve target BCS at calving some 
planning needs to be put in place now. 

The average cow in NZ only manages to 
gain 0.5 of a BCS over the dry period. 
Therefore, mature cows should ideally 
be dried off at BCS 4.5 and R3’s at 5.0.
Early identifi cation of light cows in the 
autumn means that they can receive 
special attention. This may involve 
one or a combination of the following 
– OAD milking, increased grain or PKE 
allocation or early dry off. Cows can 
then be rescored in May for winter 
group creation.
If all cows reach a similar BCS at dry off 
it will simplify wintering as cows only 
need to be wintered in ‘due to calve 
groups’.
Ask your prime vet about individual 
BCSing of cows during a milking.

Eclipse E Injection 
with B12 and Selenium

  One easy injection of Eclipse E Injection with B12 and 

Selenium now gives your calves the ultimate protection 

from parasites while ensuring prevention of essential 

trace element defi ciency.

  Contains Eprinomectin, Levamisole, Vitamin B12 and 

Selenium

  Four Actives in one easy injection

  Has the ultimate killing power against 

cattle parasites including Ostertagia and 

Cooperia.

  $2 plus GST per dose for 150 kg animal
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  Uddernews

  New Test Available – Staph 
Aureus PCR Test

The mating for the 2018/19 season 
has been a real see-saw event. Cows 
came out of the winter in mostly good 
condition and then we had an amazing 
passage of weather up until the fi rst 
couple of weeks of mating.
This was fi lled with reports of high pre-
mating activity and good cow condition. 
Things were shaping up well until heavy 
rainfall started on the 8th of November 
– 2 weeks into mating for most.
The average 3 weeks submission rate 
for our clients only moved from 77% 
last year to 80% this year. This is still 
10% lower than the industry target 
fi gure of 90%. The number of returns 
coming through in the second round of 
mating was relatively low.
Pregnancy rates in the fi rst 3 weeks 
averaged 44% in our practice – which 
sits lower than the target of 53%. For 

six weeks the average was 66% (target 
78%). 
It is probable that the adverse weather 
conditions of November had two effects.

  It reduced expression of overt 
oestrus – heats were harder to pick 
in the second round. I noted a lot of 
cows during preg testing with ~42 
day returns.

  The weather stress (and resulting 
lameness, and lowered feed 
utilisation/availability) caused either 
early embryonic loss from cows 
conceiving in the 1st round or cows 
that did not conceive just slumped 
back into an anoestrus state.

Some of the newer tools used by our 
top farmers this season, were the 
utilisation of early season OAD milking 
of colostrum cows and better metabolic 
management through the use of 

A Mating Commentary - Mat O’Sullivan

calcium supplements and strategic 
feeding. These help minimise condition 
loss and promote egg quality.
In-shed heat detection systems are 
increasing and have in the most proved 
reliable tools for those doing extended 
AI - providing they are properly 
maintained.
It is a little too early to give fi nal not 
in-calf rate data.

It is now time to start at least thinking 
about the dry period. Very soon you 
will have pregnancy test data for the 
cows so you will know your involuntary 
culls (or carry overs). For the rest, do 
you need to start thinking about body 
condition score and preferentially 
feeding the lighter cows or placing 
them on once a day? For the rest, as a 
practice, and the vast majority of, you 
are now pretty comfortable with the 

concept of selective dry cow therapy 
(SDCT). This is where a decision about 
each cow is made using mastitis records 
and SCC data about whether we call her 
infected, and thus receives antibiotic 
DCT and possibly a teatsealant. For 
the cows deemed uninfected we are 
now very comfortable for them to get 
a teatsealant alone (as long as it is 
inserted fastidiously) to prevent new 
infections. Taking this approach is the 

easiest way, as an industry, we can 
reduce the amount of antibiotics we use 
without compromising animal welfare or 
production. Despite the dry period still 
being the best time to cure infections in 
the udder it is not a silver bullet that we 
can totally rely on. The better the herd 
is infection wise or the lower the BMSCC 
then the better the result of the dry 
period in terms of infections at calving 
time will be. This is simply because 
there are less infections to cure (and we 
don’t cure them all) and a cow that goes 
into the dry period with an infection and 
cures, is still at increased risk of getting 
a new infection either around calving or 
in early lactation. For this reason stay 
vigilant for cases of mastitis and treat 
them early for your best chance of cure 
and less chance of the bug spreading. 
Avoid over milking as yields reduce, 
continue teatspraying, wear gloves, and 
check the teat ends for damage. These 
actions will reduce the number of cows 
deemed infected at dry off time.
For the heifers inserting teatseal will 
reliably halve the amount of mastitis 
they will get in the spring compared to 
not sealing them. Once again we will 
be running our teatsealing service so 
please book in early so we can do our 
very best to be there on the day you 
want. Heifers are looking well grown 
this year at preg testing, so we may be 
a bit slower as for many mobs I think we 
will only get 5 on the trailer at a time.

LIC have launched a PCR test this year that can detect the contagious and hard to 

cure Staph aureus bacteria. This test is run on milk samples at herd testing.

PCR tests multiply and measure small amounts of specifi c DNA - in this case Staph 
aureus. Staph aureus is not always easy to culture so the use of this test will be 

most valuable (and simple) for identify high SCC cows in the herd which may be 

carrying and spreading the bacteria.

Typically cure rates using antibiotic DCT with Staph aureus are only modest. A 

test positive will provide good support in identifying which high somatic cell cows 

should be culled. 

The cost per cow is a little over $16/cow plus GST. Specifi c criteria for which cows 

to test can be applied. i.e. cows with cell counts over 250,000 that have a positive 

pregnancy status.

There are limited spaces available for testing. These must be booked in through 

your vet so please contact your vet ASAP if you are interested.

New Test Available – Staph 
Aureus PCR Test



Johne’s News
People ask how effective the Johne’s milk test is, does it have much effect on 

clinical disease. The following is an example from one of our local farms. They 

are milking 950 predominately Friesian cows doing about 430kg MS/ cow/ 

year on the Waitaki plains. They started testing their herd for Johne’s at herd 

testing 4 years ago. Since doing that they have found the number of clinical 

cases drop. Their comment is that they see “bugger all Johne’s now”.  They 

still fi nd 1-2 cases a season that they confi rm on blood test.  The test alone 

hasn’t eliminated disease but they fi nd that “it manages it”. It also means that 

they can get cows to the works rather than have them die or be shot on farm.

The milk test is another tool that can be used in the control of Johne’s on farm 

along with the management of young calves to prevent intake of the bacteria. 

If you want to discuss whether this would be of benefi t to you contact your 

prime vet.

Grow   Smart
HEIFER MONITORING PROGRAMME

Lauren Strange BVSc

The industry six week InCalf Rate is 78% and every year 

we like to celebrate those that achieved a 75% six week in 

calf rate or better. This season to date indicates our district 

average fi gure is 66%.

In 2015 24 farms achieved this honour, 15 in 2016, 6 in 2017 

and 8 in 2018.

This season we have 18 farms which is a great lift – well 

done everyone.

Six Week In Calf Rate  - Roll of Honour

Hoof Treatment
Fast setting two-component 

polyurethane adhesive for cattle.

KRUUSE Hoof Glue has been 

designed as a treatment for bovine 

hoof pathologies. It is used for 

bonding

a wooden orthopedic block under 

the healthy hoof. Thus, the injured 

hoof is raised clear off the ground.

This allows an immediate recovery 

of mobility, fast healing and the 

resumption of normal milk yield.

Just a seasonal reminder to keep up with your animal health treatments in calves and heifers. Autumn is when larval 

contamination on the pasture is reaching its peak, so keep drench intervals to the recommended range (3-4 weeks 

between oral treatments, and 5-6 weeks between pour-on’s). In some cases we may even advocate reducing these. 

There have been several cases of death from lungworm so keep an eye out for any coughing in your calves. 

It is important to ensure adequate copper supplementation to calves and R2 heifers prior to winter.  Copper is critical 

for the formation of bones and we have seen a number of 1st lactation heifers with broken front legs after calving in 

recent years.  Look to supplement heifers with 2-3 ml of copper max. Also ensure that calves have been given a 10g 

copper bullet. Bone strength is also affected by a period of inadequate nutrition, and the extra stress placed on the 

bone as calcium is mobilised as heifers grow their calves and head into their fi rst lactation. Try to ensure young stock 

don’t go through a feed pinch over the autumn with the dry that is happening and the resultant drop in pasture covers.

Every summer/autumn we see 

numerous lines of calves that have 

suffered poor growth rates and/or 

shown signs of clinical parasites.

Calves that are ‘loose’ (dirty tails) 

despite grazing on high dry matter 

feeds, ‘wormy’ smelling faeces, and 

coughing may be all indicators.

Here are some of the reasons why 

parasites may be an issue:

Top Reasons Why Your Drench Program 
Didn’t Work – Mat O’Sullivan

The drench interval was too long in 

the current season. 

  Most worm species take 3 weeks 

to mature and start laying eggs. If 

the interval between the end of the 

activity period of the drench extends 

more than 3-4 weeks eggs and larvae 

will build up on pasture.

  A key part of a drench programme is 

to return for next drench before worm 

eggs in faeces become numerous.

Product selection did not suit the 

situation.

  Oral drenches have no persistent 

activity – as do most solvent based 

pour-on products.

  Where high worm pressure is 

suspected either reduce the drench 

interval, or use proven long acting 

pour-on products or consider drench 

bolus (capsules).

There was a high pre-existing worm 

larvae load on your pasture from 

the previous season, meaning calves 

were always being challenged.

  Every mouthful of dry matter that 

is high in larvae will reduce appetite 

and therefore DM intake and weight 

gain.

  It is important to work in with other 

graziers on a property to ensure 

everyone works together every 

year to keep the pasture larval load 

limited.

Be aware of climatic conditions

  There is often mass emergence from 

dung piles after extended dry periods 

when the weather breaks.

  Conversely with extended warm, 

wet, humid conditions, larval survival 

will be aided, this could increase the 

challenge by more than 10 times!

Lepto  cred
Veterinary Centre Lepto 
Assurance Programme

Final reminder for LeptoCred 

offi cers to renew their 

accreditation for 2019... 

Congratulations to
 Hamish Newton

Hamish was recently a co-author on a peer reviewed scientifi c paper in our 

New Zealand Veterinary Journal.  Well done Hamish! 

The paper was entitled “Investigation of the association between the interval 

from internal teat sealant administration to calving and early lactation clinical 

mastitis in New Zealand dairy heifers.” The 10,000 heifers in this 2014 study, 

were all from farms in this area, and clients of the Veterinary Centre  -so many 

thanks again to the farmers and their staff who were involved in this project. 

Hamish’s work showed that while our practice had already been comfortable 

with internal teat sealants (ITS)  administration of heifers prior to the four 

weeks planned start of calving label claim, the results endorsed that early 

administration of an ITS (the average heifer in this study, had an ITS nearly 8 

weeks prior to calving) does not result in any more or less mastitis than if a 

heifer is treated at four weeks prior to calving.  

This study reinforces our practice recommendation of early ITS in heifers.

Name # Cows 6 Week ICR

Bernard & Merlyn Lauglaug – DHL Peebles Siding Dairy Ltd 606 79%

Edward & Rebecca Finlay – Flag Farms 1433 77%

Roley Monoy – DHL Awanui Dairy Ltd 914 77%

Jeremy & Louise Dyson 326 77%

Mike & Christine Holland – Holland Farming Ltd 796 77%

Greig & Rachel Moore – G D Moore Trust 427 77%

Simon Chamberlain – Lucien & Lynley Verkerk – Verkerk Dairying Ltd 447 76%

John & Phyllis Emslie – Doctors Creek Farm 449 76%

Hamish & Rachel McFarlane 563 76%

Ewan & Leanne Hollever – Alan Pye – Oceanview Dairy Ltd 908 75%

Graham & Jocelyn Butler – Mu Kau Ltd 529 75%

Brendan & Avril Lane – Dinnae Ken Ltd 857 75%

Allon & Hannah Wood/Andrew & Jane McFarlane – Longview Dairies Ltd 821 75%

Ben & Grace Smith – DHL Retell Holdings Ltd 630 75%

Lachlan McConnachie – DHL Terrace Top Dairy Ltd 478 75%

Brett & Aimee Dann – Hamish & Fiona Winter – H F Farming #2 385 75%

Blake & Selene Harvie – Matt & Julie Ross – Kokoamo Strachans Road 990 75%

Steve & Fiona Cox – Matt & Julie Ross – Kokoamo Domett 861 75%
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