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Introducing our Oamaru team . . .

Felicity Morris has wasted no time in utilising her recent 
overseas veterinary experience to further enhance the 
Veterinary Centre’s already impressive small animal clinic. She 
has a special interest in ultrasonography and is about to start 
her fourth and final paper in Small Animal Diagnostic Imaging, 
to complete her Masters in Veterinary Science.
Felicity was first employed by the Veterinary Centre in 2007 
and has recently returned back from her OE - traveling through 
South America, Europe, South East Asia as well as working in 
the UK. Felicity says she is very happy to be back in her home 
country and favourite town of Oamaru.

Benefits of Speying/
Neutering Your Pets 

Benefits of speying (females)
 �no unwanted pregnancies 
•	potential costs and trauma of C-sections 
•	cost of kitten and puppy food
•	findings	homes	-	not	always	as	easy	as	it	seems!
 �no	more	messy	on	heat	seasons	
•	don’t	have	to	lock	them	up
•	don’t	have	males	harassing	them
•	reduced	chance	of	mammary	gland	and	ovarian/
uterine	cancer	development	in	the	future	when	speyed	
early

Benefits of neutering (males)
 � reduced aggression 
 � reduced	unwanted	sexual	behaviours	-	humping/
mounting etc 

 � no	unwanted	pregnancies-	in	your	own	bitches	or	
other	peoples	(next	door	etc!!)

 � no testicular tumors
 � reduces some prostatic problems from occurring 

Our	veterinarians	and	nurses	will	take	great	care	of	your	pet	
throughout	the	procedure.	Our	team	is	happy	to	answer	any	
questions	you	have	about	the	surgery	and	post-operative	care.

Buy two 6 packs of 
Revolution® flea and 

parasite treatment and get a 
free 3 pack*

Keep on top of 
fleas and worms

*Conditions apply
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Because your pet deserves the very best

Cotton’s Corner
Hey kids!!

I have my very own link on our website now and there is 
heaps there especially for you!! Wordfinds, Crosswords, 
Colouring pictures and mazes. Just go to www.vet111.co.nz 
and click on my link “Cottons Corner” to find all the cool stuff 
I have “hand-pawed” just for you to do these school holidays! 
Every entry brought in to your closest Blue Cross Vet Centre 
receives a balloon, a lollipop and a sticker! There will be a 
super spot prize for one of our entries in July! Have fun 
kids.......

Cotton

Interesting 
Cases

Benson, an eight year old 
entire male Border Collie, 
recently came into our 
Waimate Veterinary 
Centre because he was 
unwell, arching his back 
and not eating. 
A large mass could 
be felt in his abdomen 
so an ultrasound was 
performed. This revealed 
that Benson’s prostate 
was dramatically 
enlarged, containing a number of small cysts, and was 
attached to a very large cyst.  
Delicate surgery to remove the large cyst was required. 
The smaller cysts were drained and Benson was 
castrated. 
Prostatic enlargement is very common in older entire 
male dogs and can lead to constipation, difficulty 
urinating and occasionally more severe problems. 
Castration allows the prostate to shrink and is often the 
only treatment required. This is a simple day procedure 
with huge health benefits to your male dog so contact 
your Veterinary Centre today to 
book your dog in.
Benson recovered well from 
surgery however he will need to 
be on medication for some time 
to come.
The large “shell-like” cyst 
following drainage and removal 

Peculiar Prostatic Problem

Our New Scanner!
At the Veterinary Centre we 
are committed to providing 
our animal patients with gold 
standard care. As a result 
we are continually updating 
our technology. The newest 
member to our team is a 
dedicated small animal 
ultrasound machine with 
colour-flow doppler.

• An ultrasound is non- invasive 
• It is a fabulous tool that 

allows us to have a much 
closer in-depth look at your 
pet’s organs -  liver, stomach, 
intestines, kidneys, bladder, 
heart, lungs etc

Why can’t you just take an x-ray???
• We can see the outline of an organ on an x-ray but 

we can use our ultrasound to peer inside that organ 
and  look for  tumours or stones that we wouldn’t 
see on a plain x-ray

 � Dogs, just like humans, 
a r e  p r o n e  t o  t h e 
development of arthritis 
which affects up to 20% 
of ageing dogs.

 � Arthritis is best managed 
b y  a  “ m u l t i - m o d a l ” 
approach using a combination of 
weight control, moderated exercise and pain relief.

 � The longer pain relief is administered, the better it actually 
works.

 � Troxacil  is different from the currently available options which 
require once or twice daily dosing.

 � Troxacil  is given two weeks apart for its first dose, and then 
once monthly.

If your  dog is getting on, and seems a bit slower (especially on 
these chilly mornings) or a little less keen to jump up or exercise, 
it may well be a candidate for this exciting new option to be 
happier and more mobile.

Relief that lasts

EXCITING NEWS!! Due to increased demand for surgery 
and	other	complex	procedures	from	both	inside	and	outside	
the	district	we	are	upgrading	our	small	animal	facilities.	The	
upgrade will include a second sterile surgery, a new in-
house	laboratory	and	refurbishment	of	our	cattery,	while	still	
maintaining	our	dental	and	diagnostic	imaging	services.
And	 it’s	not	 just	 the	building	that	 is	undergoing	change,	our	
orthopaedic	 surgery	 team	 is	 advancing	 their	 expertise	 and	
now	includes	three	vets	who	have	completed	a	post	graduate	
masters	paper	in	small	animal	orthopaedics.
We	greatly	appreciate	your	co-operation	with	any	changes	to	
our	normal	operating	and	consulting	hours	should	they	arise	
and	look	forward	to	revealing	the	brand	new	facility	when	the	
work	is	completed.


