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Because your pet 
deserves the very best!

Cotton
.
s Corner

Did you know that us cats get arthritis too? I see plenty of dogs coming in 
to get their anti-inflammatory drugs to ease their pain but often we get 
forgotten about because we don’t complain as loudly as those whining 
dogs! But as many as 1 in 3 cats may be affected. 

Your human may notice you slowing down, not playing, climbing, 
jumping, grooming like you used to, perhaps not making it to the toilet in 
time and being more irritable than usual. The good news is that arthritis 
can be managed successfully with appropriate treatment 
and simple changes to your environment or diet. If you’re 
feeling sore then get your human to bring you in to see 
one of my vets about a treatment plan today! 
(Check out www.catswitharthritis.com)  

Oh and remember - NO chocolate this Easter! 
- leave it for the humans, it will only make us 
sick....

......Cotton

Veterinary 
Centre

The symptoms of 
Stress & Anxiety:
• Salivation, lip-licking, 

swallowing
• Vomiting, diarrhoea
• Hyporexia, anorexia
• Elimination of urine 

and faeces
• Dilated pupils
• Panting
• Shivering

HORSES

Horse Wormer 
EQUITAK EXCEL
• Safe and very effective 

treatment and control for 
all breeds, foals, weanlings, 
yearlings, lactating and 
pregnant mares, and for both 
mares and stallions at mating

• Easy to use dial-a-dose 
syringe

Interesting Case
Arthritis in Cats & Dogs
This issue has a focus on aches and pains in our 
companion animals.  It is important to know that signs 
of arthritis and pain can be subtle, especially in cats 
who mask pain as a defensive tactic.  Owners often 
notice changes in their pets such as a new limp, not wanting to jump into 
the car or in cats, not jumping up to old favourite spots, and they put it 
down to old age.  In most cases these are the first signs of degenerative 
change and indicate PAIN.

The management of pain in both human and veterinary medicine has 
changed significantly over the past 10 years.  Focus has gone from using 
a single ‘silver bullet’ to multimodal therapy.  
What this means is that different medicines 
that work via different mechanisms are 
used together to maximise pain relief.  In 
addition, there are natural supplements, 
diets and environmental modifications that 
can support the aging pet to try and slow 
or ease the effects of arthritis.   Therefore, 
relieving pain for our older pets requires an 
evolving plan that will support changes in 
the mobility and pain as they age.  The team 
at The Veterinary Centre are here to partner 
with you to achieve the most comfort for 
your pet as they age, so come in to see us if 
you have any concerns.

Abby Robertson 
BVSc

Stressed or Anxious?
Help support your pets 
emotional wellbeing  
with Calm diet.

Territory invasion or perceived 
threat to their home from another 
animal is a major cause of stress 
in cats. Installing a Microchip Cat 
Flap can reduce this.
Neighbouring cats and wildlife are left 
at the door, turning the home into a safe 
environment for resident pets. The cat flap 
only scans the microchip on the way into 
the house, allowing any animal to leave. It’s 
available in white or brown, with wall and 
window installation accessories available to 
purchase separately.

SureFlap  
Microchip  
Cat Flap

$192.70
WHITE

Incl GST
SAVE
$35

SUR001 
RRP $227.70

$32.50
Incl GST

30g

Abby and Dave’s senior 
retired working dogs still 

waiting for work



Because your pet deserves the very best!
SAVE

$15CATS

DOGS

RABBITS & GUINEA PIGS

SAVE
$15

Medium
CORD

Utility Explore Harnesses
• Padded chest plate for extra comfort
• Support handle for assisting dog over obstacles
• Classic lead attachment, or two point control
• Fully adjustable
• High quality webbing

Cat Treats 80g
• 100% Natural Healthy treats
• Hide treats in their toys or on the  

backyard lawn to give cats some exercise
• 4 delicious flavours: Chicken Jerky Strips,  

Chicken Jerky & Codfish Sandwiches,  
Chicken Jerky & Codfish Sushi, and Duck Jerky Strips

H20 Cat Fountain
Capacity 2L. Multiple drinking water levels . Dish-
washer friendly. Skimmer aerates water to ensure 
crystal clear water. Super quiet pump backed by one 
year limited warranty . Bonus replacement filters . 

*Available in Black, Blue, Pink and Red

*Available in Black/Grey, Blue/Grey and Red/Grey
*Also available in XS (up to 12kg), S (up to 15kg) and L (up to 60kg)

$62.90 Incl  
GSTS

$94.90 Incl  
GSTM

$115.90 Incl  
GSTL

$120.90 Incl  
GSTXL

RRP $74.90

RRP $112.90

RRP $137.90

RRP $143.90

THE BEST RETRACTABLE DOG LEASH

$39.90 Incl  
GSTM

RRP $54.90

Flexi New Comfort
Retractable Lead  M
• Medium Size
• 5m cord leash
• For dogs up to 20kg
• Customised handle  

adjustment
• Soft grip

SAVE
15%

$6.50
Incl GST

80g

$46.90 Incl 
GST

BUY 2
GET A THIRD

FREE

RRP $61.90
SAVE
$15

CHICKENS

WILD BIRDS

SAVE
$5

SAVE
$11

SAVE
$18

SAVE
$9

SAVE
$1

SAVE
$5

$15.50 Incl  
GST1.5 

KG RRP $20.90

$12.00 Incl  
GST

RRP $17.90
1 

KG

$23.50Incl  
GST

RRP $32.90
3 
KG

Timothy Hay &
Meadow Hay
• Feeding hay for rabbits  

and guinea pigs.
• Sweet taste stimulates  

appetite and foraging.
• Rabbits and guinea pigs love it.
• All natural.

Super Premium 
Rabbit & Guinea 
Pig Nuggets
• Feed as part of a balanced 

diet with hay

Rabbit & GP Bonanza Bar
• Available in Apricot or Cranberry

Topflite Poultry Scratch & Lay
• NZ-grown chicken feed
• Help meet your chicken’s 16% protein diet.
• A healthy mix of nutritious feed
• The best in the bok-bok-bok business for 

laying hens.

Topflite Wild Bird Seed  Course
• Coarse mix suitable for larger birds or for 

areas where wind can blow away smaller 
seeds

• Also available in 2kg, 5kg and 20kg

$4.90 Incl  
GST

RRP $5.90

$25.90 Incl  
GST

RRP $36.90
10 
KG

$36.50 Incl  
GST

RRP $54.90
10 
KG

Available in 5kg, 10kg, 20kg

RRP $34.90

How often should I exercise my dog?
The age and health of your dog are important 
considerations when it comes to the correct 
frequency of exercise. Younger dogs and larger 
breeds may thrive on the stimulation of more than 
twice a day—whereas some older dogs or smaller 
breeds may be content with getting outside for a 
stroll in the morning and the evening.
Your daily routine will play a large part in how 
many times a day you’re able to take your dog out 
for a walk. Throwing a ball around the garden as 
additional exercise can provide great entertainment, 
both for them and for you. In general, making 
sure that the activity you provide is regular and 
enjoyable is the key to keeping your pet happy and 
healthy.

How to train your kitten  
to recognize its name
Teaching your kitten to respond when you call 
their name is simpler than it sounds. These 
simple tips should prove useful. 
• Choose a short name without too many 

syllables. This will make it easier for your 
kitten to recognize

• Call your kitten by their name for feeding 
or play, and repeat their name during the 
activity. This positive reinforcement will 
help your cat to recognize the name

• Try not to repeat the name when punishing 
your kitten as this will give the name a 
negative connotation

• Say your kitten’s name and then 
immediately give them a treat

• Or say their name and roll them a paper ball
• Kittens are often more responsive when 

they are hungry. So try these exercises 
before mealtime.


