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BY THE BIG BLUE CROSSBecause your pet 
deserves the very best!
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OCTOBER 2017
OFFERS VALID FOR

1. Provide a den or hiding place for your pet whilst fireworks are going off.
2.  Use an Adaptil™ or Feliway® Diffuser as close to the den or hiding place 

as possible, or where your pet spends most of its time.
3. Ignore fearful behaviour, dogs may pick up on their owners’ anxiety 

making the problem worse.
4.  Walk your dog early in the evening before fireworks start.
5.  Ensure windows, doors and cat flaps remain closed during firework 

season to both prevent pets escaping and reduce the noise.
6.  Ensure your cats have access to enough litter trays during firework 

season especially if you’re keeping them inside.
7.  Provide distractions, in the form of new toys and chews. Draw 

curtains and put the TV on to mask any noise.
8.  DO NOT punish your pet! This will only make your pet 

more distressed.
9.  Try not to leave your pets alone when fireworks 

are going off. 
10.  Continue to use Adaptil™ or Feliway® after the 

party or fireworks season ends.

Top Ten Tips to Keep Your Pets Happy 
During the Fireworks Season

WHY FLEAS KEEP COMING BACK
Adult Fleas on pet, begin feeding 
within 10 minutes and can begin 

laying eggs within 24 hours

Eggs, a single flea can 
produce enough eggs 

for 380,000 in 12 weeks

Larvae move away 
from the light and into 

carpet furnishings & 
bedding

Pupae mature into 
adult fleas in carpet & 
other soft furnishings

Adult Fleas jump onto 
your pet or human host. 
Newly hatched fleas 
can survive for 4 
days without 
feeding

 � Write a poem and attach a cool photo of your pet 
 � Then either send by email to oamaru@vet111.co.nz 

or take it into your Blue Cross Veterinary Centre 
before Friday 27th October

 � Don’t forget to include your name, age and school

20%
OFF

See inside for 
details on the 
Guinea Pig  
and Rabbit  
Petting  
Day

$250 
CHEQUE 

FOR YOUR SCHOOL

+
FIRST PRIZE

$100 
VETERINARY CENTRE VOUCHER

Revolutionary  
Itch Control

a FAST and SAFE itch 
relief that helps restore 

the quality of life for 
your dog and you!

Faster. Safer. Easier

* Veterinary 
Prescription 

Medicine ONLY

Kills for thirty days plus decimates flea eggs & larvae

Poem & Photo Competition
Hey Kids!!!

Flea, tick & lice treatment 
for cats & dogs



Cotton’s Corner
Daffodils, lambs and calves everywhere, I love spring! The birds are 
out chirping in the sun, oh how I love bird watching! My humans 
put this silly cat collar on me with a dingly bell so I cannot catch 
them anymore. Because we are out and about more now it is 
warming up, we are more likely to pick up fleas and bring them 
inside so remind your humans it is time for a spot-on flea treatment. 
If you have scratchy skin and it isn’t fleas, how about seeing one of 
our Blue Cross vets to get your itch sorted before summer. I love 
October for another reason; Poetry Competition! This year it is a 
poem and photo competition and I can’t wait to read about and 
see all your amazing pets! Catch you next month .

..... Cotton

Uma & the Sea Tulips

Because your pet deserves the very best

Sarah Boys BVSc 
Veterinary Centre Oamaru

Interesting 
Case

Uma, one of our 
well-loved patients, 
presented because 
she had gone off her 
food and was far from 
her usual bouncy 
self. After some 
investigation by our 
Blue Cross Veterinary 
team, a suspicious, 
painful lump was felt 
within her abdomen. 
X-rays confirmed this 
to be a life threatening 
blockage within her 
intestines and she was 
taken immediately 
to surgery. During 

surgery, Uma’s veterinarian, Sarah removed two foreign objects 
from within her intestine. These were later identified as sea tulips, 
a type of sea sponge that commonly wash up on Oamaru beaches. 
Sea tulips seem to be particularly attractive snacks to dogs but do 
not digest within 
the stomach and 
therefore pose 
the risk of causing 
blockages. Uma’s 
case highlights the 
dangers of these 
tulips to smaller 
dogs so please 
take care when 
you see these on 
the beach.  

Purchase any PRO PLAN Cat or Dog 
product and go in the draw to
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Tiny Tigers
Our Tiny Tigers intake is underway where our Veterinary 
Centre takes on kittens that need a home. Prior to being 
taken on all kittens and the Queen (mother cats) need 
to undergo a health check. The kittens are then desexed 
and given a flea and worm treatment. They also receive 
their first vaccination prior to going to their new homes. 
We also require all queens to be speyed and offer a 25% 

discount when paid in full on the day.

School Holiday Fun
Rabbit & Guinea Pig

Information DayWednesday,  
11th October 2.00pm
Veterinary Centre Oamaru  � Rabbits and Guinea 

Pigs for the kids to pet 
 � Veterinarian talk  

on pet care
 � Topflite food  range 

presentation


