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R2 Angus and Angus/X heifers, Clifton Downs, Omarama.

Comment
Sheep farmers will now be considering their pre lamb investment. For many it 

is the largest animal health purchase of the year. This year a full range of pre 

lamb options are available and you will have received a letter describing options 

and how to order. The Veterinary Centre is always extremely competitive with 

respect to price. However we know our most valuable contribution to your farm is 

ensuring that the purchase you make has the maximum sustainable contribution 

to your farms bottom line. In the end our business will only succeed if yours does.

A word of caution - be aware that although there are signifi cant production 

advantages in using long acting drench products to keep stock worm free, these 

products do apply signifi cant selection pressure for drench resistance. Make sure 

you utilise our great team of veterinarians and territory managers to discuss how 

to manage selection pressure on your property.

Finally a fl ier for the June roadshows is enclosed with your Ewesnews this month. 

Your feedback from last year has been used to determine the topics and we are 

looking forward to catching up in your area later this month. 

  Keep drenching lambs 4 weekly 
or consider a long acting drench

  It is not too late to slip in a Zolvix 
or Startect exit drench

  Complete a mid-winter faecal 
egg count to keep an eye on 
drench effectiveness  

  Sit down with a vet and review 
your pre lamb drenching plan

Season Review 
The season has gone well with lambs 
and calves reaching target weights. 
It is much wetter than usual and 
no animal health issues on farm. 
Enough feed about to be fi nishing a 
couple thousand store lambs.
Right Now 
Waiting on the weather to dry out 
(“If it doesn’t stop raining I will have 
to fi nd somewhere to pop a rotary 
shed”) so as to get some fertiliser 
on the farm. Pregnancy testing 
went well. The rams are quietening  
down now and the winter crops are 
doing really well.
Sheep and Beef Industry
Very happy with the prices/
production this season. It looks like 
there will be some upside in product 
prices next year. No negativity 
whatsoever (“we are very lucky in 
New Zealand how farming in general 
is going”).
Off farm
Simon loves going to watch his boys 
play rugby when he has the chance 
as well as watching his daughter 
compete in the Golden Guitar 
Competition and really looking 
forward to good results from his 

racehorses !

Tell us how it is out there
Ewesnews farmer this month.

Simon Engelbrecht  – Sheep 

and Beef Farmer at Stoneburn , 

Palmerston.

  Autumn Parasite Challenge

  Footrot/Feetfi rst

  BVD in Beef cattle

  Beef Pregnancy Scanning

  Winter Salmonella in Ewes

  Deer scanning

  How is it out there Farmer of 

the month

  Sheep Production Group 

Update

  Winter Sheep and Beef 

Roadshow Flier

Timely Reminders - June
  Give sheep a lice treatment off-shears

  Perform a faecal egg count at scanning time to assess levels, and assist in 

pre-lamb worm control decision making

  Come to the Veterinary Centre Sheep and Beef Winter Roadshow

  Book in your TB testing if your deer are due this year

  Scan hinds 35-40 days after stag removal

  It is a good time to administer a long acting Selenium product to cows 

(which should last over mating)

Sheep production group
The winter feed budgeting session at our last group meeting at Ross Hay’s 

property was well attended. We had 3 new farmers join up which is great. Although 

the focus is about maximizing production of farming operation, it is also about 

networking and socializing with other sheep farmers. Next session will be body 

condition scoring at scanning, which will be very interesting to compare our 

group’s body scores with reproductive rates.

Will you have enough grass by 
lambing time? The sward stick used 
to calibrate the eye-ometer

Latest auto drafting systems used in 
the farm IQ program

You’ve got to measure in order 
to manage. Discussing the data 
collected so far

A well managed line of 2 tooths that 

gained 130g/d up to mating 



Sheep Production 

Just a reminder of our 
free delivery service. 

Orders made before 10am
 - delivery that day. 

Orders phoned in 
after 10am – 
delivery the 

following day.

Parasitism –Autumn review - Dave Robertson BVSc 
Generally there have been horrendous 

worm challenges to hoggets this 

Autumn. Ill thrift and deaths due to 

parasitism 4-6weeks post drenching 

have not been uncommon, not to 

mention the reduced growth rates 

from chronic larval challenge. Suffi ce 

to say the only silver lining is those 

slow growing store lambs are worth 

more now than fats last month! 

Keep drenching lambs 4 weekly, 

or if they are continuing to graze 

old, contaminated pastures you may 

consider a long acting drench.

The concept of exit drenching with a 

novel active seems to have caught on. 

Still not too late to slip in a Startect or 

Zolvix as a pre-winter clean out. 
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Autumn

Once hoggets go on crops or we get a 

series of frosts internal parasites can be 

less of an issue, but it is good practice 

to monitor the situation with a faecal 

egg count mid-winter. 

Looking forward: June – July is a 

good time to plan your drenching 

program for the coming season. Pre-

lamb drenching in my view should be 

reviewed each year, and the application 

of the various drench options will 

depend on a number of variables: 

scanning rates, ewe condition, drench 

resistance status, feed going forward 

etc. 

Yet again we seem to be heading 

into the winter with a lot of footrot 

issues – in all breeds and classes of 

sheep. May was very explosive for 

footrot infection. An abstract way 

to illustrate why footrot has spread 

so violently recently, might be to 

think about running in doors with 

your gum boots on – you might get 

away with it in the summer time, 

but had you attempted such a 

crazy mission this May the muddy 

prints you would have left behind 

are most likely to evoke a spirited 

telling off (if not violent) when 

discovered…  

Footrot - � e Winter Challange
Mud is sticky, mud sticks footrot 

bacteria to feet, mud sticks the 

bacteria to grass and then to other 

feet. Mud also damages feet letting 

bacteria in. 

Through a footrot challenge period 

weekly zinc troughing and doing 

your best to put highest risk mob 

on the drier areas will slow the 

spread. Having been footvaxed 

pre-tup will help also. Not until the 

mob has stopped getting the ‘scald 

type’ lesions would it be advisable 

to tip sheep in an attempt to make 

a clean mob and treat infection 

with antibiotics. 

Feet� rst Project
If you have fi ne wool we would still 

like to sample sheep for the Merino 

Inc. Feetfi rst project. We have over 50 

properties so far, the minimum target 

was 60, so we’re almost there. Lab 

analysis of the samples is underway so 

we may not be far away from knowing if 

we’re onto something...

If you are experiencing footrot issues 

don’t run into it with your muddy boots 

on (as it were). Stop and make a plan. 

It could save you a lot of trouble in the 

future. Please contact Dave Robertson 

to see if we can give you some direction 

to getting on top if it this winter.

Dan Greenwood, 

conveyor operator, 

livens up the task of 

feet inspection with 

his good humour 

and elaborate sound 

system. Dan has 

helped the Veterinary 

Centre with Feetfi rst 

sampling and 

execution of footrot 

control plans.

BVD Update - Andrew Muir BVSc

Over the autumn period we have been dealing with several clients in the district 

that have had PI (persistently infected) animals in their herds. They became aware 

of the problem after selling calves at calf sales and then hearing through the 

grape vine that there had been a problem with them. We ended up blood testing 

all the cows, heifers and bulls on their farms to fi nd any persistently infected ani-

mals and then proceeded in removing them. Their herds are now free of BVD and 

we are working to keep them that way. 

So how do you know if you have infection in your herd? Perhaps scanning rates 

have been down on what you expect? Have you had calves at weaning that have 

been poor doers? To defi ne the status of your herd have 15 random cows blood 

tested. The test results will give an indication of whether the herd is currently 

infected.

The other point to make is that with bull sale season here make sure that any bulls 

you are buying are blood tested free of the disease and vaccinated as well.

Winter 
Salmonella in 
Ewes
Salmonella brandenburg causes a very 

nasty form of abortion in ewes. The in-

fections also lead to ewe deaths. Out 

breaks during the winter can be cata-

strophic. Mid-Canterbury, Southland, 

West Otago and South Otago, have 

been hot spots for out breaks over the 

years. It is odd it has not turned up in 

the areas of Otago between these sites. 

You may wish to discuss with a veteri-

narian the risk factors associated with 

Salmonella brandenburg infection in 

ewe fl ocks.

It is considered a prudent insurance 

measure to vaccinate with Salvexin B  

before mating or in early pregnancy. 

Are we low risk or have we just been 

extremely lucky Brandenburg has not 

cropped up here?

The majority of this season’s beef scanning has been completed so it is a good 

time to consider what has happened on your farm.  The industry target is for 

mixed age cows to only be mated for 8 weeks with a target of 90% in calf. The 

target for heifers is 2 cycles giving 84% in calf. In the beef herds that we have 

completed scanning there has been a mix of results. 

Average 93%

Lowest results 73%

Highest Results 100%

The vast majority of herds that we scan mate their mixed age cows for 9-10 weeks, 

so longer than the industry target. For this length of mating you should be expect-

ing 94% of the herd pregnant. You can see from the data above that the mean 

result for farms around the district is just about on this result.

We have started investigations in some of the herds with poorer than expected 

results. The problems that have been identifi ed in these herds have been cow 

condition, BVD infections and low selenium levels. If your herd didn’t scan close to 

the target pregnancy rates I recommend getting in touch with one of our vets to 

discuss your results.

Beef Scanning Outcomes – Sam Lee BVSc

Every year we see mobs of 2 year 

old hinds with poor fawning rates. 

Ultrasonic scanning of deer 35 to 

50 days after the stag is removed 

will allow you to identify early 

pregnant, lates and dries from 

your herd.

Scanning enables dries to be 

identifi ed and sold on the under 2 

year meat schedule in the spring 

peak, or earlier if the feed situa-

tion demands.

Though pregnancy rates in older 

hinds are generally better, there 

are always a few dries and you 

only have to identify 1 to 2% to 

make the process economic. Pow-

er supply is not a requirement 

and scanning can be done in most 

yards with the help of 1 or 2 staff. 

Just contact one of our clinics so 

we can arrange your scanning.

Deer 
scanning 
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