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The Veterinary Centre Sheep and Beef team at the New Zealand Veterinary Association Sheep and Beef Conference

At the recent New Zealand Veterinary 

Association Annual Sheep and Beef 

conference four of our vets gave 

presentations on research collected from 

and relevant to our district. To highlight 

the quality of the team’s work, George 

Smith picked up the best Veterinary 

Practitioner presentation award. This was 

previously achieved by David Robertson 

in 2013 and continues the great success 

for the Veterinary Centre in this major 

event.  

Knowing that research needs to be heard 

at the coalface, the team then went about 

making sure the information reached our 

clients. In June we held the Veterinary 

Centre Sheep and Beef roadshows in 6 

different locations. Dave Robertson also 

managed to present further material at 

the International Sheep Vet Conference 

in England, at the BLG Sheep Breeders 

forum in Napier, and fi tted in 3 Beef 

and Lamb Wormwise 

workshops throughout 

South Island.

In the next 12 months we 

aim to continue looking 

for ways to improve 

productivity on farms in 

our district.

In-lamb hoggets should be 50kg + by now. They will 

benefi t from a long acting drench after scanning. Bionics 

are the best option for their combination drench and 

delivering cobalt and selenium for more than 3 months.  

Beef cattle production.  
At our road show 

events this year we 

demonstrated the 

benefi ts of scanning 

cows into cycles and the 

relationship with body 

condition.  

We did fi eld a fair amount 

of questions around BVD 

control. Each farm needs to have a logical plan. A common 

approach is to start a vaccination program for cows now (1st 

shot before calving and 2nd shot pre-mating) and screen 

replacements each year to ensure no carriers are entering 

the herd. 

 

Feet reminder 
Wet, mild conditions in May and June have stirred feet issues 

in some sheep fl ocks. My main message is to not leave these 

to ‘sort themselves out’, rather have a look at what the 

cause is and consider some options for removing, reducing 

or treating the issue. Shearing and scanning are times when 

feet can be addressed. It is the last chance to REMOVE AND 

TREAT chronic footrot cases for set stocking. Our Micotil 

system has been in-place for over three years now and 

have some good farmer feed-back about its effects. Please 

contact the Veterinary Centre about options for sorting out 

lame sheep before lambing.  

Geoff Mavor delivered a good message around 

establishing a high yield crop of fodder beet. The 

planning, ground prep and getting the pH up to 6.3 with 

adequate potassium (K) were some of the main points to 

get maximum returns from the crop. 

With the RAM HEALTH STUDY concluded it is topical 
right now as rams are being removed. Sorting a few basics 
sooner rather than later in your ram teams could make a big 
difference to their longevity. Rams lose between 10 and 30kgs 
over mating which suggests it’s an animal under stress. Post 
mating drench, treatment of feet issues and preferential 
feeding over the winter makes good sense. Treat them as a 

priority class of stock over the winter.  

Geoff Mavor, client, fodder beet grower and Wholeseeds 

representative in full swing.

In-lamb hoggets

Cows need copper and selenium over winter

 (if not done in the Autumn).  

Ultravac BVD for Cows
1st Shot Before Calving ...NOW
2nd shot Pre-Mating

Hosted by Veterinary Centre Sheep and Beef Vet Team

Veterinary Centre Oamaru at the Clinic
Wednesday 26th July 2.00pm
Highwayman Hotel Dunback, 

27th July 2.30pm
RSVP at either of the clinics
Oamaru (03) 4345666
Palmerston (03) 465 1291

Triplet Ewe & Orphan Lamb Rearing Workshop
Jeff Spillane, 

Commercial Manager

Roadshow debrief continued . . .

Bearing prevention 
There is the vibe that it will be a “bearing year”. The things 

that can be managed are consistency of feeding for ewes 

carrying multiples. 4 day shifts were protective compared 

with daily shifts.  In one Otago trial it is assumed the gradual 

intake rather than 2 hours gorging and then sitting down for 

long periods, is why the longer shifts help prevent bearings. 

Mid pregnancy shearing has been shown to be protective 

against bearings. Iodine and salt appear to have some role in 

some cases, anecdotal evidence suggests LSD drench may 

also reduce bearings. Exercise, slope and extremes of body 

condition are involved. Weight gain post mating and carrying 

triplets were among the biggest risk factors…but we can’t do 

much about that now.  It is a frustrating and complex issue 

worth discussing with your vet.

Other Reminders 
Pregnant ewes (and their lambs) on brassicas 

need iodine and vitamin A, D & E for lamb 

survival. If they have not had Flexidine pre-tup 

then supplement mid pregnancy. LSD drench is a 

good option especially for twin/triplet ewes.
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Debrief

It took several years 

for the controlled 

release drench capsule 

to be developed 

to reliably release 

active ingredient for 

100days. Veterinary 

Centre Oamaru was 

there at the start, 

involved in the original 

trials that delivered 

consistent and proven 

productivity results 

to sheep farmers 

throughout the 

country.

We had good attendance at our 6 venues and received some 
very useful feedback. Roadshows are a great chance to share 
information with our clients, dish out some prizes and hospitality 
and generally catch up with what is happening around the 
districts.  

Local Pre lamb Update
The Pre-lamb drench topic is a hardy annual topic for vet-farmer discussions. 

At the road show and throughout the year we demonstrate our long-standing 

commitment to servicing what we sell in a number of ways: 

  Presenting the latest trial data and how to get the best return on investment. 

This year it was the North Otago Bionic capsule trial.   

  The sustainable worm control message and target approach to give you the 

best impact.  

  Monitoring capsule effi cacy with 60-80 day Faecal Egg Count checks.  

  Refugia tags to encourage the up-take of this important strategy at the pre-

lamb stage.  

The fact is parasitism is always going to be a cost to production and as seasons 

and farm systems change, our approaches to worm control need to adapt. July is 

a busy time for us discussing pre-lamb animal health with farmers. It is a process 

that is valued by those who want to rationalise their decisions each year. 

I do encourage farmers to consider all the tools available and take on board the 

sustainable drench use message.  

To Do: 

  Get a plan for worm control this spring. 

  Think what is best for my capital stock in the current conditions. 

  Work some refugia into your plan.  

  Long acting drenches work well, but it is essential now to plan their use with 

application of sustainable management principles.   

Charles Millward, Callum 

Dunlop and Hamish 

Thompson compete in 

the squat challenge at 

the Kurow Roadshow 

as a demonstration of 

endurance to win a bag of 

Royal Canin Endurance.

A good and vocal turnout 

at Kurow made it one 

of the highlights of this 

year’s Sheep and Beef 

roadshow series.  Kay and 

Graeme Kirke (pictured 

centre and left) travelled 

form Cave to join the 

locals from the Waitaki 

Valley.

The Ranfurly Roadshow 

at Stu Duncan’s 

Wedderburn woolshed. A 

good turnout and a great 

venue.  In the foreground 

Ken Bain, James Scott, 

Fraser MacDonald and 

Dave McAslan

A blindfolded Hamish 

Cameron demonstrates 

the limitations of a 

single action drench 

gun against parasites at 

the Waihao Forks event.

George Smith from Veterinary Centre Oamaru receiving his accolade for best 

Veterinary Practitioner presentation at the NZVA Sheep and Beef conference.

Bridget Roulston BVSc presents her ram research 

study at the 2017 NZVA Sheep and Beef Conference in 

Blenheim.

Michael Lilley BVSc, 

Veterinary Centre 

Ranfurly presenting on 

Urea Poisoning in Ewes. 

NZVA Sheep & Beef Conference

NZ trial-work 
shows two tooth 
twinning ewes 

return 5.2kg more 
lambs with a bionic 

capsule
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